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Henri Bernstein, French Dramatist, 


To Begin Career 





By HOBE MORRISON 
After virtually a lifetime = as) 


° . 
ene of France's foremost dramatist- | 


producers, Henri Bernstein is, at 64, 
about to begin his career anew in 
America. His magnificent new thea- 
tre in Paris, his various homes and 


a 


Anew, in US., at 64 


Pope Honors Farrow 


Montreal, Aug. 13. 
Lt. John Farrow, Hollywood direc- 
tor, now comptroller of naval infor- 
mation in the Canadian service, has 
been given the Grand Cross of the 
Order of the Holy Sepulchre by 





“ALIEN SMS SOUND 
OFF IN AMERICA 


Broadcasters Resent Groups 
Partisan to Foreign Dicta- 
tors Enjoying Privileges 
on U. S. Kilocycles in the 
Name of Democracy and | 





GRIND ‘AXIS’ ON U.S. RADIO 





M Midseason Mark It’s Conceded 
The N. Y. Fair's a Terrific B. 0. Fliv 





o 


Wrong Show 


Roosevelt hotel (N.Y.) contest | 
in six cities brought winners into 
New York this week ostensibly | 
to see the World’s Fair. | 

The first point of interest they 











The N. Y. World’s Fair this yeac 


is a terrific boxoffice disappointment 


to date. Unless there is a phenome- 
nal pickup at the main gates in the 
next two months it may wind up 
with only 15,000,060 total paid at- 
tendance, or 11,000,000 below the dis- 
appointing figure of 26,000,000 of 1939 


treasures and most of his fortune Pope Pius XII. Honor has rarely | wanted to see was Radio City. | Even with the marked pickup in the 
abandoned when he fled the Nazis, been conferred upon a commoner | Free Speech - gate during the last two or three 
the celebrated playwright Is now in before. = ae weeks, the 1940 attendance is only 
New York, resting and recovering Farrow, as naval publicity man, 


from the shock of his recent experi 
ences. 


gets pay check of $8.60 per ld 


‘STOP STOOGING’ 


FRESH MONEY 


around the 8,500,000 mark, or about 
30%. below last year’s 12,000,000 for 
a comparable period. 


i) 


With occasional telephone inter- 9 Failure of the exposition to draw 
ruptions, the tall, gaunt, rugged-yet- ee a is anticipated by veteran showmen 
handsome Frenchman sat in his ‘Don’t compel enuuianin wos Fag is refiected by the moans of conces- 


talked 
sadly of his country and his theatre, 


hotel room last week and 


tions to play stooge for foreign des- 





sionaires, class restaurant operators 


and others who had been sold on the 


: | lit ig | pots,’ ee aed S Flach} a i 
| and with simple dignity of his plans | This is the essence of an appeal| idea cnas the Flushing meadows show 
for the future. Amid a clutter of \the National Association of Broad- would draw at least as well as in 
) ‘»wspapers th rerflowed the sofa Sips to : ne : ; 939. rea nite ay concession 
j newspapers that ove | casters has addressed to the United oe. ¢ White Wa; 

' > a mes : ‘@ | o cog : gp ries < . a 2 ri large ji res ants ¢ 
onto the floor, he was a sombre, im | States Government. Radio stations people, wite large investments and 


pressive figure, obviously shaken by 
what he had been through, but 
without self-pity and with an ever- 
recurring gleam of humor seasoning 
his seriousness. 

In perfect English, 
triguing accent and 
occasionally for the precise. word to 
express himself, he said, ‘Soon I 


with an in- 
groping only 


SHORTWAVE 


Hollywood, Aug. 13. 
major film companies have 
drive to swell Ameri- 


Five 
joined in the 


| want the broadcasting regulations 
amended so that stations don’t have 
to grant time to groups taking their 
patter and cues from Berlin, Mos- 


page 47) 


Chap'in’s $2,200,000 


(Continued on 


| 


| Broadway early in the new 


Some of the new shows due on 
season 
will introduce fresh money in the 
production end of show 
though none ig identified as film 
coin. New bankrolls are principally 
represented in ‘The Little Dog 


busine 5, 


heavy weekly overhead, are squawk- 
(Continued on page 47) 





Pat West Faces Knife: 
Hero of 500 Benefits 


can picture grosses and to stem Laughed,’ which opened at the Gar- D 0 R tu 
shall get away to the country for) pitler’s economic gains in Latin- ne ? ; a" 4 ae eae ” oe raws ne in e rm 
a « . . iF eee 64 ee : ? den Pier, Atlantic City, last night 
rest and quiet. Then r must write | American countries. Campaign will IC a or to own (Tuesday) and ‘Bangtails,’ to be of- 
some articles for magazines. Also I . . —— , aici 


may go to Hollywood, to direct the 
(Continued on page 46) 


N.Y. License Comm’r 
Proposes $5 Monthly 
Tax on Public Televish 


be waged over shortwave radio via 
stations WRCA and WNBI, 


starting 


At Upped ‘Gone’ Scale 





fered 7 the Boyar Associates and 


now in rehearsal 


Hollywood, Aug. 13 
In 500 benefits there was always 


1 September. Participating will be nel. of ‘Little Dog’ is Laura| Pat West, vaude and screen co- 
» j “ a & . ‘ = 

Metro, Warners, RKO, Paramount as eee me 'du Pont Carpenter kin of the! Median, ready to do his stuff for his 

and Universal, which will make Charles Chaplin’s film, ‘The Great less fortunate brethren Now the 


Other majors 
taking part in 


icetate records here. 

ilso are considering 

the move 
Broadcasts 


hours weekly in Spanish 


consuming two half 
and two in 


Dictator,” on which he is rushing 
work with the hope of releasing it | 
in three weeks, is probably the mo- 
tion picture industry's greatest one- 


man show. It’s Chaplin’s picture 


(Continued on page 45) 


CONSCRIPTION CUES 
USE OF USHERETTES 


scene shifts and Pat is in the Saw- 
telle hospital, seriously ill and fac- 
ing a major operation. 

The boys are putting on a 
show for Pat at the James J. Jeffries 


1 
7 , 
»OxKIN 


| 
Portugese, will emphasize the Ameri- from scratch to score, even to the | Barn in Burbank next Monday night 
ee can mode of living and benefits of | financing, which was entirely with (19), and 50 name players have 
; democracy. Sandwiching in Holly-| his own money. Film cost about promised to attend. 
' — . = : = 6 si . we L aatre anagere ““ , 
Although television is off at least wood glamor, film stuff and com- | $2,200,000, not a cent coming from | Theatre managers throughout the —_—_—_—— 


until October, New York’s License 
Commissioner Paul Moss sees pos- 
Sible revenue from that medium 
when it does come back. 


mercial plu is planned 

Deal was set on the recent trip 
here of Lunsford P. Yandell, New 
York NBC exec and RKO director, 


banks or other outside sources 

He is the producer, 
original story and 
signed the sets 


screenplay, de- 
lirected the picture, 


|nation currently are 
wrote the} 


reported seri- 
ously considering more femme ush- 


ers, inspired by the fact that many 


Willkie Big at the B.0., 
Rebooked on ‘Info’ Pic 


Moss _is laying plans to license’ who worked through the Hays office.| wrote much of the score and is now young men may be called up for 
every television set that’s on exhibi- - not only directing the orchestra} conscrintion military service in the 
tion in a public place, excepting, of Dut is playing | next couple of months, and exhibs ‘Information Please’ short in whict 
course, pen where they are sold - HITLER BALLY WINDS me of the mu nimself, is doing | don’t want to ye sught short-;| Wendell Willkie, G.O.P presidentia 
The way Moss looks at it. televisio: i editing and took two role handed candidate, guest stars, is the biggest 
sets in bars, hotels, etc., are erictty UP IN NEAR-RIOT . | In some operations where there } yrossing short RKO has distribut a8 | 
come-ons for customers and there- After working in secret for months, | a constant turnover of audiences and nce Walt Disney’s ‘Ferdinand the 
fore commercial ( pilin ) king the first stills | large crowds to handle many day Bull,’ 
License fee will be $5 per month Des Moine Aug. 13. available They reveal some of the | weekly, theatre managers aver they Republican nominee for Presider 
ber set A 1ear-riot on the streets here! plot, which s a mistaken identity | have found it difficult in the past to also will app ear in a second ‘Infor 
Friday (9) resulted when Tri-States (Continued on page 47) supplant young men with girls bu nation Please’ short, for release Oct 





Feports received here have it she were about to be mobbed by a grow- has caused United Artists both his unique musical organization in the 
will bring a series of gigantic shows, ing crowd that had to be convinced amusement and chagrin, has hit PANTHER ROOM, HOTEL SHERMAN — where 
featuring prominent Hollywood it was just a publicity stunt. pon og = est mK. — Me Bs in sommniionad & qaske off Gaane band te 
A rere calle ack te > -atre after | ‘Slightly onorable,’ released s fe 
eel oe gy - Regina, oe. were a | ee ee after ba - S encitlain nei euhasaibnen Bip Bc aioe 
oronto ontreal, in- an exciting half-hour walk. | iths ago. 
i nipeg, Hamilton, Windsor, Ottawa, Although many disapproved of Picture has a sequence at the be- around CHICAGO. His 12 weekly NBC broad- 
ebec City, Edmonton, Victoria the gag, it got plenty of attention | ginning in which ee vad commis- casts ‘nd his phonograph records are show- 
ond Calgary this summer or fall. and made the front page of the sioner, who is a crook, is paradox- manly events you ought i Regent el 
my idea meets with the ap- morning paper with a two-column ically killed as the result of bad ma- 
; (Continued on page 46) story and pictures, (Continued on page 46) ne om pan oo 
: 
& 





MARY PICKFORD’S WAR 
CHARITIES IN CANADA 


Regina, iin. Aug. 13. 
Mary Pickford has offered he 
services to the Canadian elite 
for the duration of the war and 


Theatre Corp. dressed up a couple 
of tall kids in uniforms like those 
worn by Adolf Hitler’s personal 
bodyguard and sent them on a tour 
of the downtown streets in the in- | 
terests of ‘I Married a Nazi,’ play- 
ing at the Paramount. 

The young men got instantaneous 
attention by the swastikas on their 
armbands to the point where they 


WANGER DOES IT AGAIN 


Film C nivester, Cc elnciéently a Real 
Person, Brings Beef 

Walter Wanger, whose propensity 

for coincidentally getting the names 

of living persons into his pictures, 


| 


these spots are rated the exception. 


4, being the second in the 1941 series 

















— still 
series of entertainment 


RAYMOND SCOTT and 








“Do you pamper your husband at night?” 


another in the famous 
pieces composed by 
now being featured by 
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Screen Players Bally a Brewery: 


Hays Froths, Ed Sullivan So-Whats?” 


Hollywood, Aug. 13. 

Beer ad in the New Yorker is 
causing Will Hays organization to 
joam around the collar. Not that the 
affice has any personal grudge 
ayainst the amber fluid, but it has 
#)ways frowned on the idea of screen 
personalities being used as stooges 
for alcoholic promotion. In this 
case four thesps and a columnist vote 
publicly and unanimously for a cer- 
tain brew. 

Star of the ad is Ed Sullivan, who 
columns for a living and is not re- 
stricted by any Hays office tradi- 
tions. He utters the keynote of the 
production: ‘My beer is the dry beer.’ 
His motion is seconded by Arthur 
Treacher, Marjorie Weaver, Betty 
Jaynes and Bela Lugosi, whose por- 
traits, registering liquid joy, sur- 
yound that of Sullivan. 

Ordinarily this scoff-law attitude 
would have incurred a spanking, but 
in this case there were ameliorating 
circumstances. The four players 
were members of Sullivan’s troupe 
when he conducted his stage tour a 
few months ago. It is an old Holly- 
wood custom to ‘yes’ an executive, 
even when it comes to advertising 
# scuttle of suds. 
were let off lightly with four harsh 
Jooks. But it must not happen again, 
warned the advertising purity squad. 

Meanwhile, Sullivan insists on his 
inalienable right to plug dry beer, 
even though the Hollywood drys 
think it is all wet. 


CLARK ROBINSON FILES 
VOLUNTARY BKPTCY. 








So the four thesps | 


| the 


¥ 





Mae Murray’s Custody 
Suit Put Off to Aug. 16 


Albany, Aug. 13. 
Postponement in the hearing of 
the Mae Murray case here has been 


made for the fourth time. Sched- 
uled for Wednesday (7), testimony 
in actress’ second aitempt to gain 


custody of her son, Koran Mdivani, 
13, was adjourned by Supreme Court 
Justice Francis E. Bergan until Aug. 
16. 

Edward S. Rooney, counsel fo1 
Miss Murray. and Daniel H. Prior. 
attorney fer the Cunnings of Averill 
Park, with whom the boy lives, 
would give no reason for the delay, 
except that the case had been ad- 
journed by mutual consent. 


Conn Pockets Benny’s 
106, Heads for N. Y.; 
Scripts Kling Program 


Hollywood, Aug. 13. 
Harry Conn, radio writer, is en 
route to New York with $10,000, less 
$2.000 attorney fees, the amount of 
settlement he received in his 
$60,000 suit against Jack Benny. 


' Conn charged the comic with breach 


of contract, filed his action in L. A. | 
superior court, but later put the | 
matter in the hands of a board of ar- | 


_ bitration. 


Clark Robinson, stage designer, of | 


Tuckahote, N. Y., filed a voluntary 
petition of bankruptcy in N. Y. fed- 
eral court Thursday (8), listing no 
essets and liabilities of $31,433. 
Robinson claims he has earned no 
money during the past year, and 
has been a stage designer since 1920. 

Among creditors are Harry Ar- 
ihur, of the Roxy Theatre Building, 
owed $13,000 on two bonds; Alfred E. 
Smith, Jr., $500, on a judgment; The 
Todhunter School of N. Y., $4,026 
for educating Robinson’s children; 
Robert Little, $2,183 on a judgment; 
Vincent Astor, $1,475 on a judgment, 
and the U. S. government, $4,094 for 
income taxes. 


Astaire Signed by U 
For Pasternak ‘Special’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 13. 

Fred Astaire has been signed by 
Universal as male topper in ‘Special 
Delivery,’ which Joe Pasternak will 
produce Henry Koster 
ing 

Production 
about Oct. 1. 


PROFILE UPSET, SHE SUES 


Ann Pendleton Wants $11,600 from 
Roller Coaster Owner 


with direct- 


will get under way 


Los Angeles, Aug. 13. 
Ann Pendleton, actress, filed suit 
for $11,600 damages against Jeff 
Asher, operator of a beach roller 
coaster concession, 
Actress charges her profile was 


jostled out of shape by a defective 
cal 


De Mond Back at U 


Hollywood, Aug. 13 

Albert De Mond, once a top pro- 
ducer at Universal, goes back there 
after 10 years to produce an early 
California yarn, “Trail of the Vigi- 
Jantes,’ for the Milton Schwartzwald 
unit. 

Story is by Bob Leeds, Fred Rin- 
eido and Arthur Horman, and the 
screenplay is being handled by Peter 
J. Milne. 





‘Saint’ Goes to Desert 
Hollywood, Aug. 13. 


Under the agreement, both Conn 
and Benny -etain rights to material 
contained in the 226 air scripts Conn 
wrote for Benny. 

Scribbler is joining Ken Kling, 


originator of the Joe Asbestos news- | 


paper strip, as scripter on Kling’s 
radio show. 


Billy Rose’s Autobiog 
Bid by Zanuck, Report 


A reported bid for the autobiog- 
raphy of Billy Rose has been made 
by Darryl Zanuck for 20th-Fox film- 


ing. but no deal has as yet been 
made. Rose is presently in Holly- 


wood talking over deals for the pos- 
sible filming of his Aquacade show 
Stanley Walker is doing the wrii- 
ing on life, which is titled 
‘Strange and Wonderful,’ and Har- 
per’s is publishing next spring. 
Rose, incidentally, is going ahead 
with plans for the presentation in 
key cities of his Aquacade show fol- 
lowing closing at the N. Y 
World's The size of the water 
show would, of course, 
spots of stadium-like 
Rose’s idea 
cade with an 
equipment layout. 


Rose’s 


its 
Fair. 
necessitate 
proportions 
the A 
portable 


is to present }ua- 
alternate, 
The purpose be- 
bind this is to have one set of equip- 


ment in advance of a current book- 


ing so that the complex arrange- 
ments, such as heating and filtering 
the water, could be made in ample 
time. 


UA in Russe Song Suit 


Suit for $5,000 damages was filed 
against United Artists last week on 
charges that an old Russian song 


was used without permission in ‘We 
Live Again,’ made by Samuel Gold- 
wyn 1934 Picture was based on 
Tolstoy novel, ‘Resurrection.’ 

Serge 
in N. Y. 
words and 
Molchi,’ on 
the copyrig 
ture, 


U Signs Carol Bruce 
Hollywood, Aug. 1? 
Caro) Bruce, singer-dancer in vhe 
Broadway musical, ‘Louisiana Pu.- 
chase,’ was signed by Universal and 
reports 
pletion of her stage run. 
Studio is studying material for a 
musical picture to mark her screen 


in 
the suit 
He 
‘Molchi, 
alleges he 
ht, were used in the pic- 


brought 
court. 
of 


which he 


Adelheim 
claims 
Grust, 

owns 


supreme 


music 


| debut. 


RKO has set ‘The Saint in Palm | 


Springs’ as the title of 
feaiure in its series based on Les- 
lie Charteris’ novels. Most of the 
Jensing wiil be done at the desert 
resort. 

George Sanders continues in the 
title role, with Wendy Barrie op- 
posite. Howard Benedict produces. 


the next. 
' when at the Hotel Pierre’s cafe than 





Another Cafe Singer 
Like Carol Bruce, who was even 
more advantageously spotlighted 


in ‘Louisiana Purchase,’ another ni- 
tery songstress, Nina Orla, has been 
signed by Universal. She sings with 
the rhumba band at the Stork Club; 
N. Y.. and 
Coast today (Wednesday). 


is 


for work here at the com- | 


due to leave for the | 


Still an Acrobat 


Current show biz gag in Eng- 


land revolves around Joshua 
Lowe (Jolo), who has been 
chief cf Variety's London Bu- 


reau since World War I days. 

It’s said Hitler's ace parachute 
jumper is a former acrobat and 
before taking off for London he 
radioed Jolo to catch him on the 
way down for a New Act re- 
view. 








BIG EAST-WEST 


_ AIR TREK BY 
SHOWFOLK 


By BART PEVEAR 


A midsummer rush of coast-to- 
coast commuters hung up an all-time 
record for Hollywood-Broadway air 
business at LaGuardia Field. Ajr- 
line executives at New York’s new 
airport, which at times looked like 
a busy corner of Hollywood and 
Vine, held two factors responsible: 
preparations for fall activities 


On one flight from the Coast a 
TWA Stratoliner 
Jessel, John Boles, Lynn Farnol, 
Walter Kane, David Blankenhorn, 
Cosmo color executive; A. A. Schu- 


bart, RKO manager of exchange op- | 


erations; and Mrs. Christine Cortez. 

The Los Angeles-bound Stratoliner 
Thursday night carried out Anna 
Neagle, Herbert Wilcox, Ira Gersh- 


win, Dan Kelly, of Universal; Roy | 


W. Howard, Mr. and Mrs. Lynn Bos- 
ton (he D. A. Dewey’s former 
aide and she is Barbara Boston, the 
new Nancy Randolph of the N.Y. 
Daily News). 

Jessel was met by his young bride 
Lois Andrews, in blue silk farmer- 
ette pajamas, silver fox coat, white 
turban and diamonds—and Mama 
Jessel. He said he had come east 
to take Lois back to a permanent 
home in Westwood. Glowing with 
a healthy coat of tan, the comic said 
he had completely recovered from 
his recent illness. 
| Lynn Farnol, United Artists publi- 
city director, brought to New York 
the first stills of Chaplin's long- 
awaited “The Dictator.” Boles said 
he was en rouie to a six-weeks per- 
sonal appearance tour of South 
America and Walter Kane planned 
to discuss concert plans with Mau- 
rice Chevalier and also to line up 
some radio shows. 


is 


Anna Neagle hopped off for Holly- 
wood a bare 24 hours after flying in 
from Salt Lake City, where she 
wound up a 10-week, 46,000-mile per- 
sonal appearance junket through the 
west and Canada. She came to New 
York only to make on ‘Information 


Please’ short. 

Ira Gershwin, heading for his 
Coast home. revealed that he had 
just about finished up his share in 


the new Gertrude Lawrence show on 
which he has been working with 
Kurt Weill and Moss Hart. 

Publisher Roy Howard left to con- 
nect at Los Angeles with Pan Ameri- 
can Airways’ inaugural Clipper 
flight to New Zealand. From Auk- 
land, Howard plans to continue on a 
tour throughout the Far East, re- 
porting his observations back to the 
Scripps-Howard papers. 

Vivien Leigh and Laurence Olivier 
still laboriously trying to keep there 
and comings secret, ducked 
Stratoliner a half minute be 
departure’ time Reporters 
them, but flying of 
publicity other representatives 
kept the newsmen at a distance 

The week's other arrivals on the 
new four-motored ships included Lou 
Holtz (for a stage engagement at 
Loew's State), Phil Baker and My- 
ron Selznick. Among the departures 
were Billy Rose, H. V. Kaltenborn 
and Sir Cedric Hardwicke. 

Edward Everett Horton went out 
on a TWA Douglas ship Friday, 
stopped at Chicago on business, con- 


goings 
into a 
fore 

spied wedge 
and 


a broadcast and returned east 
time to open last night 
at the Brighton Beach theatre, 
‘Springtime for Henry.’ 


Jessie Reed Ill 


Chicago, Aug. 13. 
Jessie Reed, former Ziegfeld h-ad- 





,line showgirl, is seriousiy ill in | 
Orthopedic hospital here. 
Needs bleod transfusions and 


, donors have been requested, 


and | 
the annual hot weather wanderlust. 


unloaded George | 


tinued by stratoliner to the Coast for | 


(Tuesday) | 


———— 


@eeeee 


Harry Owens Back to Hawaii 


Unique Native Music Policy—Leave of Absence for 


Three Months Became Three Years 





‘York’ Gets $1,250,000 
Budget, Sept. 15 Gong 


Hollywood, Aug. 13. 

Warners will push ‘The Amazing 
Story of Sergeant York’ away to a 
belated start on Sept. 15. Picture. 
which will carry a budget of around 
' $1,250,000, was originally skedded to 
roll early in June, but has been set 
back from time to time to permit 
studio execs to further study the po- 
' tential market for a vehicle based om 
the first World War. 


; 


' are giving the screenplay its final 
polishing. Sgt. Alvin York is due 
,here Aug. 24 from Pall Mall, Tenn., 
'to serve as technical adviser on the 
film. 


| Widew of ‘Ambrose, 


Early Chapin Comic 


Request for an interrogation of 
United Artists execs in N. Y. su- 
preme court last week revealed prep- 
arations for a suit which attorneys 
regarded as one of the most unique 
in film history... It involves early 
Chaplin films. 

Mrs. Pearl Gilman, in her request 
| for permission to question the UA 
officials, declared that her husband, 
| Eric A. Campbell, now dead, was at 
one time under contract to Chaplin 
as co-star under the name of ‘Am- 
brose.” She said he appeared in 
many films, one of which was ‘Easy 
Street.’ 


Subsequently, she claimed, sound 
was dubbed into ‘Easy Street’ and 
Ambrose was given a voice. Mrs. 


Gilman is seeking, therefore, to ob- 
tain royalties which she thinks are 
due her husband inasmuch as 
now ‘talks.’ 

Court tossed out the request for an 
interrogation as Campbell died in 
1917 and UA was not formed until 
two years later, verifying the com- 
pany s claim it is in no way respon- 
‘sible for the picture. UA also dis- 
claimed ever having the picture for 
reissue or dubbing. Chaplin 
maintained that he not responsi- 
ble for what happened to the film 
as he was not producing his own pic- 
tures in 1917. ‘Easy Street’ was 
made for Mutual. 


VAUGHN PAUL MADE 
U ASSOCIATE PROD. 


Hollywood. Aug. 13 
Vaughn Paul was upped from as- 
sociate director to a pro- 
ducer at Universal, 
worked six years. 
He is a son of Val Paul, produc- 
tion manager for Edward Small, and 
forme! at U. 


also 


is 


sociate 


where he has 


studio manager 
Taylor, Sothern Top 
Metro’s ‘Hurricane’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 13. 
‘Tropica) Hurricane’ is slated as a 
co-starrer for. Robert Taylor and 
Ann Sothern at Metro. 
Hunt Stromberg producing, 
from a yarn by Wilson Collison, 


RKO Wants Jack Benny 


Hollywood, Aug. 13. 


1s 


RKO is dickering with Jack Benny 
On a one-picture deal. Comic has 
one more to make under his Para- 
mount contract following ‘Love Thy | 


Neighbor.’ 
‘Neighbor,’ co-siarring Fred Allen. 
is now in work. 


ome Set P.A. Tour 


Hollywood, Aug. 13. 

Priscilla, Rosemary and _ Lola 
Lane, currently working in ‘Four 
Mothers’ at Warners, are setting a 
|; personal appearance tour at the 
‘completion of the picture. 

Plans call for three months 
the road. 


BEERY’S PRE-FORDER 
| Hollywood, Aug. 13. 
Wallace Beery is set at Metro to 
star in “Get a Horse,’ comedy meller 
of the early auto era. 
| Edgar Selwyn produces. 


} 


+ 


| Abem Finkel and Harry Chandles’ 


Aidé, Plans Odd Suit 


he 


on | 





San Francisco, Aug. 13 

Harry Owens, who brought his 
Royal Hawaiians over on a three 
,months leave of absence and stayed 
lthree years, bids aloha to the St. 
|Francis Mural Room here (29) to 
Sail back to Hawaii. 
| During his mainland sojourn, 


Owens has hung up an assorted col- 
lection of records. For one thing. 
| he hasn't played a pop tune—or any- 
|thing but Hawaiian jive—for two 
/years and eight months. Boys are 
|spending their rehearsal time now 
warming up on congas because that’s 
|; What the folks will expect back in 


ithe islands. Over here, it’s all Ha- 
Waiian. 
| Behind that is a saga unique in 


band history, which, like most sagas, 
had hunger in it. For years, Owens 
knocked a‘ound the midwest with a 
|small orchestra which gradually dis- 
integrated with the depresh. Lad 
put in about six months tightening 
|notches on his belt when one day he 
got word from Arthur Benaglia of 
|the Royal Hawaiian hotel that the 
place could afford a musical director 
and did he want to be it. 

Batoner thereupon signatured a 
four-month pact to salvage Hawaiian 
;music from extinction. In three 
months time he wrote and junked 60 
complete orchestrations but finally 
| got the swing of the thing and under 
the wire at option time. 

Idea was to use _ half-and-half 
_ band, Hawaiians to get the authentic 
|flavor, Americans for swing. With 
| virgin supply of native tunes to 
work from he built up his library, 
composing 100-odd items of his own 
on the side. 
| Next thing was to spread the word 
around. Owens promoted a short- 
wave radio program dubbed Hawaii 
Calls, which continues to this day 
That, plus Bing Crosby and ‘Sweet 
Leilani,’ started the current Ha- 
Wailan vogue—still current after 
' five years, which is something in it- 
self. . 

After four 


’ 


years on the Island, 
Owens aggregation jumped to Holly- 
wood to make ‘Coconut Grove’ at 
Paramount, That was nearly three 
y@ars ago and they're still here, 
during which time band has made 
two shorts and appeared in ‘Its a 
Date’ (U). 

Troupe numbers 18, including four 
hula dancers and their chaperone. 
Eleven musicians are divided three 
sax, two fiddles, trumpet, steel guitar, 


piano, drums and string base, plus 
plenty of vocal combinations. Only 
three personnel changes have been 
made since departure from islands 

An MCA band, Owens prefers to 
handle all details himself, carries no 
manager and has no press agent. 
Attends to matters like boat tickets 


and reservations personally. 


L.A. to N.Y. 


George Abbott. 
Howard Barnes. 
Harry Joe Brown. 


Tremm Carr. 

Nick Castle. 

Harry W. Conn. 

Dick Dorrance. 

Warren Duff. 

Scott R. Dunlap. 

Wynne Gibson. 

Del Goodman. 

Howard J. Green. 

Bob Haas. 

Lou Halper. 

Sir Cedric Hardwicke. 

W. Ray Johnston 

Mrs. Jerry Lawrence. 

Carol Irwin. 

Silvia Lille. 

Mary Mason. 

S. Barrett McCormick 

Joseph H. Moskowitz. 

Lydia Nelson 

Ramon Novarro. 

Kay Vincent 

| Herbert Wilcox. 
William Wyler. 


N. ¥.-teo LA. 


Bud Abbott. 

Lou Costello. 
Jerry Danzig. 
Helen Gahagan. 
Bob Gillham. 
Agnes Moorehead. 
Nina Orla. 

| Red Skelton. 
Deems Tayler. 
Benay Venuta. 


SAILINGS 


Aug. ® (New York te 
| Tito Coral «Santa Resa). 
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Tony Martin With Bob Zurke’s Band 





By JAMES S. POOLER 
Milwaukee, Aug. 13. 

Treating this town to an exhibi- 
tion of artistic temperament, Tony | 
Martin, Hollywood film-radio singer | 
and former husband of Alice Faye, 
was docked half of his night stand | 
guarantee of $1,050 for an appear- 
ance at the Modernistic ballroom in 
State Fair park because he allegedly 


reported for work an hour late and | 


now faces court action for breach | 


of contract instituted by the man- | 





| 


Ty Power, Bit Player 


Hollywood, Aug. 13. 
Tyrone Power may tote a 
20th-Fox starring contract in his 
pocket, but he’s just another 
unidentified bit player in the 
Westwood lot's ‘The Return of 
Frank James.’ 

Feature, a sequel to ‘Jesse 
James,’ in which Power played 
| the title role, picks up a shot 
of Jesse’s fatal shooting, excerpt 


t 
i 


' 


agement. Incidentally, Bob Zurke’s | from the previous ple. Sewer 
band, which accompanied the sing-|  goecn't even sak ela dae 
er, busted up on the spot after being | for the diak 


called out in the middle of a num- 
ber and its stranded members had | 
to be helped out of town by local | 
musicians. 

Booked by the William Morris | 
agency for a personal appearance 
tour, Tony Martin was given the | 
Bob Zurke band. For the last few 
weeks there was anything but a 
mony in the organization, partl 


because of finance and partly, ac-| 


cording to the musicians, because | 
Martin was hard to get along with. | 


- 


PLAYWRIGHTS 
GET HARLEM 
COUNTERPART 








The contract for Milwaukee called | 


for the appearance of “Tony Martin 
and his orchestra’ from 8:30 to 12:30 
(Continued on page 39) 


H’wood Gets Influx Of 
Eastern Ether Shows; 
Bands Lead Coast Trek ‘ 


Summer 
sofar 
are 
eastern air 





cial de: is about 
as the Coast facilities of NBC 
concerned. Heavy influx of 
shows {gs headed for 
Hollywod starts during 
and early September. 

Heading the list of imports is Bob 
Crosby, who opened his engagement 
at Catalina Sunday (11) and who 
begins originating his Camel Cara- 
van out of Hollywood Aug. 15. He'll 
broadcast from this spot for six 
weeks. 

Horace Heidt and his band arriv 
Aug. 20 to work from the Coast for 
15 weeks while cameraing the film 
version of ‘Pot o’ Gold’ for James 
Roosevelt-United Artists. He will 
ether his Treasure Island Chest 
Tuesday nights over NBC’s red and 
his Pot 0’ Gold show each Thursday 
over the same chain’s blue. 

Abbott and Costello will air the 
Ipana program from Holly od 


starting Aug. 21, traveling over 
NBC’s red net on Wednesdays 


Fitch Bandwagon 
Aug. 25 for 
Stay, during which 
bands still to be 


moves l 
three or four weeks’ 
it will use local 
selected 


in on 





Abbott. Costello’s U Deal 
In Middle of Agcy. Tiff 


Dispute over film projects fot 
Abbott and Costello has 
tled, not too amicably, with the paii 
leaving shortly to begin work 
Aug. 25 in Universal 
as had been originally planned. Ef 
forts of Metro to snare the comics 
and an 


been 3et- 


‘Riviera’ for 


agency involvement 50 
threatened the U deal they brought 
Dan Kelley, 
rector, 
make 
him. 

William Morris 


company’s casting di- 
flying in from the Coast to 
Sure A & C were still 


office regularly 


books the duo and was working out | 
a deal with Metro, which was anx-| 
lous to have them, when Sam Lyons | 
Offered the boys the Universal pact. | 


Figuring they had a bird in the! 
and, and it wasn’t a razzberry, they 
signed. That left the Morris agency 
ie On a long limb with Metro and 
4€re was no small amount of to-do 
Attempts were made by the Morris 
office to break A & C away from 
the U contract on a claim of pri- 
ority, but the pair was signed, sealed 
and had but to be delivered, so it 
was no legal go. Whereupon Kelley | 
pulled out last Thursday for the trip 

back to the Coast. 


over in-| 


. 2% 
late August 


with | 


| lumbia 


‘Big White Fog,’ presented several 
; years ago by the Federal Theatre 
| Project, will be the first production 


i wrights Co. 
| directed by 
yen at the Li 
during the first week in 
4incoln, being refurbished, 
bee n acquired by the Playwrights as 
a permanent home. They 
keep it continuously < 


Theodore Ward play, 
Powell Lindsay, 


ncoln 


now 


‘runs of the works of 


Group is being ow at start by | 
contributions, but is aiming to be- | 
|} come ii-eunmerting, Among its | 
plans is one to set aside 10% of its | 


annual earnings for 
| promising talent, and another 
(Continued on page 40) 


to set 


EX-ATTORNEY SUES 


POWER FOR $230,154 


Holly wat. Aug. a2, 
Tyrone Power is huddling with his 
legal advisers, preparatory to go- 
ng into L. A. superior court to con- 
test a claim of $230,154 filed again st 
him by attorney Francis D. Adams 
prime ly | | 5 1] ) llor an | 
yuUSINeSS manage Francis started 
suit for 25 of $1.085.990. less de- 
juctions. which, he estimates, Pow- 
er has collected or will collect from 
Feb. 7. 1939, to Feb. 6, 1946. 
Adams alleges he made a seven- 
ar contra A 1 Power sal one- 
lal of the actors net @al 


return ~ 
lle all 
affairs. 


1 , 
juring that period, In 
which he (Adams) was to hance 
and legal 
was discharged 


Power's financial 
He states he 
July 10 


Welles Shooting Film 
Around Himself at RKO «. 


Hollywood, Aug 


Producer-director Orson Welles, 
working fro a wheel chair, is 

yoting ‘Citizer Kane’ at RKO 
around sta Orson Welles 


ankle while put- 
iusiasm into pilot- 


He sprained his 
ting too much ent 


ine 


NOT CLOWNING 


Writer 
Smith’ 


‘Clown’ Suit by Over Col.’s 


| ‘Mr. 


Hollywood, Aug. 13. 


Norman Houston, film writer, is 
suing Columbia Pictures in Federal | 
court here, charging plagiarism of | 
his ‘Clown in Congress’ in ‘Mr. | 


| Smith Goes to Washington.’ 
Plaintiff demands 
leéging he submitted 


July 1, 1936. 


‘Clown’ to Co- 


Has a Petulant Milwaukee Bod FATE 








will | 
theatre, Harlem, | 
October. | 
has | 
hope to} 
light with long | 
Negro writers. | 


scholarships to | 


last | 


' y ] 
| William 


| studios of sculptors. 





$1,000,000, al- 
‘estate, valued in 
jto his widow, son 





eee 


= 


al 
BY BOOM TOWN’ 








Coast Crowd Sees Cramming 
Stellar Names Into Films 
As Chance to Lift B.O. 
Out of Doldrums and Boost 
Exhib Percentages — Ve- 
hicle Hunt Is On 





LOW GROSSES WORRY 


Hollywood, 


Aug. 13. 


ive-star pictures—and Holly- 
Ba. doesn’t mean those little 
marks certain critics use in rating 


screen attractions—are on their way. 


| Metro Started it by tossing four 
aller personalities into ‘Boom 
Town,’ and now the thing threatens 


to become a cycle, with every cine- 
ma lot, big or small, trying to line 
up vehicles that will better the Cul- 
ver City outfit’s mark by at least 
one marquee name, 

If John Q. Public is going to be 
stubborn in his anti-ticket buying 
attitude, then the talker-makers will 
be just as obstinate in their efforts 


jto drag him through the turnstiles. 
|Having tried everything else in re- 
| of the newly-organized Negro Play- | cent months, 
| readying 


the Coast crowd is now 
to throw the whole book 
at these potential customers 

(Continued on page 47) 


Phiily Musikers Won't 
Put Mrs. F.D.R. in Any 
Spot Due to Son’s Pic 


Philadelphia, 
Musicians’ 


Aug. 13. 


Local 77, Union, is 


and on 
when the union 
get together on 
Jimmy is 
premiere. 

Roosevelt con- 
edented in 


local union circle to withdraw the 


that has» been picketed off 
since last December 
and Warne! 
a contract 
cheduled to be at the 
The lette to M 


ains all oOrrel l 


couldn't 
renewal 
npre¢ 


picket line if sne lecides to attend, 


(Continued on page 39) 


- LOY, POWELL REJOINED 


IN METRO HONEYMOON’ 


Hollyv wood, Aug. 13. 
Next co-starrer for Myrna Loy and 
Powell at Metro is ‘Strange 
Honeymoon,” which has 


|ahead of their ‘Thin Man’ story on 
| the shooting schedule. 
‘Honeymoon’ is a comedy with 
id Sun Valley backgrounds 
, . s | 
Norma Shearer Selects 
New iemiggs rg a 
Norma Sheare1 Oo came east a 
couple of we — ago, has spent most 
of the time in the interim vis iting 


She finally se- 
lected Robert Aitken last week to do 
a new 
late husband, for the annual Thal- 
berg award by the Academy of Mo- 
tion Picture Arts and Sciences 
ken is probably the most 
guished of American sculptors with 
almost half 2a column in ‘Who's Who’, 
Miss Shearer will remain east sev- 
eral weeks. She's presently in 
Saratoga 
BILL CONSELMAN’S WILL 
Hollywood, Aug. 13 
of William Conselman, film 
who died May 25, leaves his 
$10,000,’ 
daughter. 


Will 
writer, 
‘excess of 

and 


—_—_—- + 


who, | 


also | 


been moved | 


head of Irving Thalberg, her | 


Ait- | 
distin- 


TAR CASTS 








New Curb Market 


East and west of Broadway on 
46th street is the center of many 
curious entertainment projects. 
Currently the principal activity 
is supplying talent to summer ho- 
tels and resorts, but there is a 
little industry in wildcat song- 
writing. 

Youngsters who may some day 
be well-knowns in Tin Pan 
Alley will sell an ostensibly new 
ditty and lead sheet for as low 
as 25c. Singing waiters, always 
on the hunt for new lyrics, 
whether off-color or not, are the 
principal buyers. The deals may 
be made on the street or in a 
nearby cafeteria. Some of the 
numbers are entirely original, 
while quite a percentage are 
parodies. 


PAR VICTOR IN 
WM. HOLDEN'S 
SIT STRIKE 


o--—_.. 











Hollywood, Aug. 13 


One-man sitdown strike launched 
by William Holden against Para- 


mount ended almost before it got 
{under way. Thesp, who demanded 
an upward revision of the $350- 
weekly salary clause contained in 
his contract, is back at 
| $350 weekly, 

Holden, whose pact is split be- 
tween Paramount and Columbia, di- 


work—at 


| waiting for Mrs. F. D. Roosevelt's | rected his assault only egeinet 
j answer to their pleas that she not | OTmer. He waited until almost the 
cross their picket line when she|¢V® Of the Par ‘I Wanted Wings 
comes here to attend the world | oupe 3 skedded departure for Ran- 
premiere of ‘Pastor Hall’ Aug. 22. (Continued on page 46) 

The English-made film, presented Sea ts re 

— r the banner of son James 

oosevelt, will be shown at the WILLARD ROBERTSON 

rc ine, one of the Warner houses 


NOVEL STIRS INTEREST 


Interest of virtually all major film 
companies hag been evoked by 
‘Moontide,’ first novel of Willard 
Robertson, vet actor Robertson 


who was brought to the Coast by 
Fox in 1930 as a writer, but ha 


acted in more than 100 pictures In- 
stead, will have his initial book pub 
lished by Carrick & Evans in ear); 
fall. 

Another that Robert 
son is beginning to take his scrib 
bling seriously is the publicat 
a short story by him in Ame! 
| magazine this month Writing in 
‘Moontide,’ a tragedy, is being com- 


indication 


ion of 


ican 


pared by some story eds with that of 

John Steinbeck. 

Peggy Owen Playwright 

Hollywood, Aug. 13 
Reginald Owen has turned play 

wright and written a stage drama 


‘The Sexiologi . for preliminary 
production on the Coast, with Broad 
| way as its final aim 

Actor has been 
between 


Vv orking on the 
piece pict ire 10D8s fo d 


yeal 


Metro Re-Skeds ‘Grass’: 
| Tracy, Loy to Co-Star 


Hollywood, Aug. 13 

Metro is whisking the cobwebs off 
Conrad Richter’s yarn of the old 
cattle days, ‘Sea of Grass,’ as a co- 
, starrer for Spencer Tracy and 
Myrna Loy. Tracy was originally 
assigned the top role two years ago, 
| but vehicle was put back on the 
shelf, 

Before he starts work in ‘Grass,’ 
Tracy is due for preliminary 
in ‘The Yearling,’ which has 
been hanging around long enoug 
| run the Derby distance 


scenes 
also 
h to 


|} tress 


Gene Austin’s Tent Show Comes A 
Cropper On Trail of Rubber Checks 


+ 





Charlotte, N. C., Aug. 13 

The Gene Austin tent show 
‘Models and Melodies’, has folded 
after a period of distress lasting a 
month and trailing the show all! over 
North Carolina, At several stands 
where the show paid for advertising, 
food, gasoline and supplies by checks 
drawn on a bank in Texas, the 
checks started bouncing back. 

When those holding checks located 
the show at a new site it was ex- 
plained that a business representa- 
tive of the show, unidentified and 
since skipped, had failed to send 
daily deposits to the bank. The dis- 
was blamed on this cupidity; 
the checks in many instances were 
taken up with cash and legal action 
was dropped. 

But the trail of rubber checks con- 
tinued. The bank had failed to re- 
ceive many daily deposits, Austin 
said. Finally, when the outfit crossed 
over into Virginia and pitched at 
Newport News, North Carolina of- 
ficers, with pockets full of legal 
papers, arrived on the scene after 
one show of a two-day stand. The 
tent and all equipment were stored in 
a garage there. 

Meantime, 50 members of the Aus- 
tin organization are high and dry 

Members of the organization were 
quoted by newspapers as saying that 
the show had played to very sood 
business, 


Gracie Fieids Thinks 


‘Somebody's Just Trying 
To Be Funny’ in England 


Winnipeg, Aug. 13 
Gracie Fields, English comedian 
currently touring Canada, answered 
ecent criticisms against her in the 
British House of Commons, while 
passing through here by TCA air- 
liner on hér way to Toronto. A 
cording to the charges she and her 
Italian-born husband, Monty Banks 
(Continued on page 47) 
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Screen Thesps Patriotic, Fitts Says, 
Answering SAG's Anti-Red Protest 


Hollywood, Aug. 13 

The Screen Actors Guild and its 
membership were given a clean bill 
of health by L. A. district attorney 
Buron Fitts after the SAG had pro- 
tested Fitts’ action in subpoenaing 
six members of the film industry. In 
® letter to Kenneth Thomson, SAG 
executive secretary, Fitts stated: 

‘The membership of the Screen 
Actors Guild has never for one mo- 
ment even been questioned as to 
their loyalty, patriotism and their 
fine citizenship. Quite on the con- 
trary, if any group in this country 
contributes more to the pleasure and 
happiness of our people in these 
troublesome times than the Screen 
Actors Guild, I do not know the or- 
ganization. 

‘Wich a great number of them 
I have been on a personal basis for 
many years. For them I have a 
profound respect and friendship and 


for the organization as a whole I 
have the same respect and friend- 
ship I am aware, for I have 


worked with them, of the contribu- 
tions, financial and otherwise, which 
this group has made to patriotic 
and charitable enterprises and I as- 
sure you I would be the last man 
in the world to detract even care- 
lessly from that citizenship. 

‘I am quite sure that you re- 
alize that during the 12 years I 
.have been district attorney that I 
have jealously guarded the good 
name of an industry that means as 
much to the welfare of this com- 
munity as does the picture industry. 
I, probably more than any other 
public official, know how sensitive 
public reaction is to the members of 
that industry and how the slightest 


misstep on the part of anyone is 
exaggerated far beyond a similar 


misstep by a citizen in any other 
business. I feel that I have done 
everything I could to provide for 
the workers, the artists and others 
in the industry a condition in this 
city that has made for their happi- 
ness and security.’ 

The SAG protest was made short- 
ly after L. A. newspapers announced 
that Lionel Stander and others had 
been called in a Communist-murder 
investigation being made by Fitts. 
As a result of this publicity, Stander 
stated he had been dropped from 
Republic’s ‘Hit Parade.’ 


WANGER’S RADIO AND 
GOODWILL TRAVELS 


Walter Wanger, who arrived in 
New York last week with his wife, 
Joan Bennett, will remain until after 
the opening of ‘Foreign Correspond- 
ent,’ set for the Rivoli, N. Y., Aug. 
28. Special preview will be held the 
preceding evening. 





Meantime, Wanger will fill two 
radio dates in additicen to his appear- 
ance on ‘We the People’ last night 
(Tuesday ). Others are ‘Ellery Queen’ 
on Sunday (18) and ‘Information 
Please’ next Tuesday (20). 
seeing authors and agents 
sible scripts. ,He leaves about Sept. 
2 for a good-will tour to address 
Variety Clubs, civic organizaticns 
and other groups in about a dozen 
cities, 


He’s also 


on pos- 


John Leroy Johnston, Wanger 
press chief, who’s been in New York 
for several weeks, will leave within 
a few days. 


2%th Re-Dusts ‘Swing’ 
| _ . 
For Fall Lens Start 
Hollywood, Aug. 13 
‘Giant Swing,’ veteran of the 20th- 
Fox writing mills for several years, 
is in again, this time under the title, 
‘Dance Hall.’ Latest of the re-write 
jobs, which have run up heavy story 
cost, is by Horace McCoy and 
Shépard Traube. 
Lucien Hubbard is sending it be- 
fore the cameras in October. 


Hays Back in N. Y. 


Will Hays, head of Motion Picture 
Producers & Distributors Assn., re- 
turned to New York yesterday (Tues- 
day) for a brief visit following his 
appearance as speaker at the O. O. 
McIntyre Memorial at Gallipolis, O., 
Sunday (11), 

Siated at the Hays office that he 
is coming on to N. Y. only because 
Ohio is so close. Hays will return 








to the Coast to round out his sum-, 


mer visit after about a week east. 





Corwin’s Fleischer Cartoon 





Hollywood, Aug. 13. 
Norman Corwin, radio producer- 
writer, leaves Aug. 27 for Miami to 


direct voices and write dialog for a 
Max Fleischer feature cartoon for 


Paramount release. He recently fin- 
ished a screen writing job on “Two 
On an Island’ at RKO. 

Meanwhile, Corwin is slated to di- 
rect two air shows here over CBS 
Aug. 19 and 26. 


0th's ‘Tobacco 
Road’ Depends 
On Hays’ Title OK 


Although officially announced by 
20th-Fox during the past week that 
it had bought the film rights to ‘To- 
beeco Road,’ no deal has as yet been 
closed. Understood that while terms 
have been tentatively agreed upon, 
and 20th-Fox gets the rights follow- 


ing considerable negotiation, the 
signaturing of a contract is contin- 
gent upon clearing of the title with 
the Hays office. Unless 20th-Fox is 
permitted to use the original han- 
dle of the play, it is reported there 
will be no deal. That contingency 





might also make it cold for others, 


who were interested. 


Jack Kirkland acknowledged Mon- 


day (12) that although terms for the 
sale to 20th were agreed on a cou- 
ple ef weeks ago, papers have not 
been received for his signature and 
the deal may still encounter snags. 

Sale price agreed on was approxi- 
mately $150,000 plus a ‘liberal per- 
centage’ of the gross to Kirkland and 
Harry Oshrin, the producers, and 
Erskine Caldwell, author cf the best- 
selling novel from which Kirkland 
wrote the stage play. Picture may 
be released, according to the terms, 
any time after Jan. 1, 1940, whether 
or not the legit versicn is still run- 
ning. 

Kirkland said the play would con- 
tinue to operate on a week-to-week 
basis. It was announced a couple 
weeks ago to close Saturday (17), 
but a b.o. upturn which followed the 
announcement resulted in the deci- 
sion to continue. 


It was revealed this week that 
Wilmos Szekely, European producer 
who a few days ago entered into an 
agreement to turn out a picture for 
Alexander Korda, almost consum- 
mated long negotiations for “Tobacco 
Road’ a few weeks ago. Plan being 
evolved was to form a corporation 
in which Szekely would put $175,000 
and Kirkland and Oshrin the screen 
rights to ‘Road.’ These were to be 


‘Lee, Danny Join Metro 
To Author ‘Thin Man’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 13. 
Manfred Lee and Frederick Danny 
(Ellery Queen) have checked in at 
| Metro to write an original story for 
the ‘Thin Man’ series co-starring 
William Powell and Myrna Loy. 
Hunt Stromberg will produce, 


DOUBLE-HEADER 
WESTERN PRODS. 


Hollywood, Aug. 13. 
| Harry Sherman-Paramount’s ‘Hop- 
|along Cassidy’ unit is about to hop 
along with the new economic trend, 
that of shooting two pictures simul- 
[taneously on one location and 
| whittling down a lot of unnecessary 
'expenses. It is costing more and 
/more to film westerns, due to the 
‘expense of traveling farther and 
farther from Hollywood. 

The old western backgrounds have 


been seen so often that the cus- 
tomers are demanding new terri- 
tory, which means longer treks for 


the film companies. Monogram was 
the first to grasp the idea, with Tex 

Ritter playing double-headers. ¢ Re- 
‘public has done the same with its 
Three Mesquiteers and RKO is doing 
likewise with its two Tim Holt 
starrers at Kanab, Utah. 

Train fares, horse and equipment 
‘transportation and other costs on far 
‘locations have made it necessary to 
'twin up on production. Under cur- 
rent financial conditions, it costs too 
;much to send a single low-budget 
;company out into the wilderness for 
| one picture. 


Loew’s Clarifies Status 
Of Employees Called 
Into Military Service 


The Loew-Metro policy under the 
compulsory training service pro- 
posals now before Congress will be 
to welcome back to the fold any em- 
ployee called away from his job. 
|One of the company’s film salesmen, 
H. Russell Gaus of Oklahoma City, 
wrote the home office concerning the 
matter and Nicholas M. Schenck set 
forth in a letter to him what the 
Loew-Metro poiicy would be. 

‘You will be welcomed back to the 
Loew organization when you have 
completed your military services,’ 
Schenck wrote. ‘We had not in- 








tended making any announcement as | 


to our emergency policies at this 
time, but since some of our em- 
ployees may be worrying about the 
matter, we want to set their minds 
at ease. Naturally we will give our 
utmost cooperation to our employees 
and our country.’ 


Gaus holds a commission in the 
Officers Reserve Corps and wrote 
the h.o. concerning the status of his 


job if he had to leave for a year of | 


training. 


considered equal to the $175,000. K ' | T } E lj 
Company was then to borrow an- how es, apiey to nist 
other $350,000 and make two pic- es 
tures. second of which would be 

Hollywood, Aug. 13. 
‘Road.’ Szekely would own 50% and ce shane 


Kirkland and Oshrin the other 50% 
of the company. 
Zanuck te Produce 
Hollywood, Aug. 13 


Darryl Zanuck has announced, for 


the third time in six months, the 
purchase of the screen rights to ‘To- 


bacco Road,’ adding that it will be 
put before the 20th-Fox cameras as 


soon as a shooting script can be 
readied, 
Zanuck, who will personally pro- 


duce, added that the Hays office has 


finally okayed the project. 


Patrick Knowles and Colin Tapley 
have gone to Vancouver to enlist in 


British forces 
RKO, which holds Knowles’ con- | 
tract, is seeking replacement for 


’ 


‘Debutantes, Inc 


Seff Scripts Own Yarn 


Hollywood, Aug. 13 
Seff has checked in at 

develop a_ screenplay 
‘Married 


Manny 
>» Metro to 
around his 
Bachelor.’ 
John W. 
duce, 


original story, 


Considine, Jr., will pro- 





U. S.-S. A trade link 


ee 


Berlin and ‘Ged Bless America’ 
ee eee ee 
Equity confab 
Jolson and Wynn shows.... 
Red charges heat up Equity. 





Other News Pertaining to Pictures 


Loretta Young, John Boles..... 
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Rogell Pilots ‘Abner’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 18. 

Albert 8. Rogell has been signed 
by Vogue Productions to direct the 
initialer in the ‘Li'l Abner’ series 
for RKO release. Charles Kerr and 
Tyler Johnson have completed the 
script. 

Rogell will spot screen unknowns 
in the top roles in order to fit pic- 





toon strip. 


Detroit Spots 
Cut-Rate B.0. 


To Lure Juves 








Detroit, Aug. 13. 
Under a new price schedule, kids 
of 13 through 15 will be admitted at 


theatres, most of which have been 


Figuring that the saving means a lot 
to adolescents the circuit is looking 
for a boost on juvenile trade. It's 
also expecting increased attendance 
from families that have heretofore 
left kids at home or remained at 
home because of them. 

Children’s admish will stav at 10c. 

Associated operated houses are in 
Detroit, Wyandotte and Trenton, on 
Detroit’s outskirts, and Flint. 


KRIMSKY, COCHRAN 
SUE UA OVER “JONES’ 


Suit for $250,000 damages has been 
instituted against United Artists by 
John Krimsky and Gifford Cochran. 
Inc., on the claim that UA ‘failed to 
devote its best efforts’ in distribu- 
tion of ‘Emperor Jones,’ which they 
made. Also ask $8,500 in income 
from England, which they maintain 
was withhheld by UA, and a ruling 


| 





by the court voiding a statement 
| they signed last February that UA 
|had performed all conditions under 
|the distribution contract for ‘Em- 
|peror Jones.’ 

| In their major claim for damages. 
|Krimsky and Cochran declare that 
| ‘because distribution not com- 
| plete and efficient, receipts were not 


was 


|as large as possible.” It is charged 
|that UA leased ‘Jones’ at Jowe1 
| rentals than other pictures on its 


| schedule as an inducement to exhibs 
|to take the others. Other claims are 
that UA, without the permissian of 
| G&C, cancelled exhibition 
| already Also the di 
| tributing company refused to reissue 
the picture and did 
16 mm. rights. 

In the request that the February 
agreement be voided, Krimsky 
Cochran explain that on Dec. 
1939, shortly before the expiration of 
UA’s seven-year contract for 
| handling the film, the owners asked 
|release from the pact that they 
could arrange with a third party foi 


contracts 


manda . 
maae. that 


not exploit 


ana 


on 
“< 


SO 


reissuing ‘Jones. On word of an 
unidentified UA exec ihat this could 
easily be done, K&C consummated 
their reissuing deal with the third 
party UA, it is charged, then re- 


fused to release them from their con- 
| tract unless they signed a statement 
| that the company had satisfactorily 
| carried out all conditions of its dis- 
| tribution pact. Because they had al- 
|ready made the contract with the 
third party, K&C declared, thev 
| were forced to sign the UA agree- 
;ment in February which they now 
| want cancelled. 

| Krimsky and Cochran are repre- 
{sented in the N. Y. supreme court 
| proceedings by Fitelson & Mayers. 
| UA’s counsel is O’Brien, Driscoll & 
| Raftery. 





SMITH PILOTS ‘FATHER’ 
Hollywood, Aug. 13. 
Noel Smith drew the directing as- 
Signment on ‘Father Knows Best.’ 
slated to rell Aug. 26 at Warners. 





is 


Robert Kent working on the 
script. William Jacobs is producing 


ture’s characters to those of the car- 


15c. to all houses run by Associated | 


charging adult fare of 20c. and 25c. ' 


en , 


New Defense Tax Hit Theatres 
At Worst Time, Pic Biz Claims 


+. 





| Now that the new Defense Tay 
| has had more than a month of tria 
the whole industry has awakened + 
| the realization of what a real blow 
|) it was to theatre receipts coming aj 
the time it did. Had it been placed 
,in effect Oct. 1 instead of ly ft 
not only would it likely have es 
| caped much notice but also the tax 
| would have been handled so that 
the entire admission price structuré 
would have held up better, benefit: 
ing both the Federal treasury ag 
well as the theatre boxoffice. 


By starting the new tax the first 
of July, when the first really hot 
weather arrived this year and when 
business generally was way off, exe 
_hibitors were forced in many ine 
stances to lower their scale rather 
than take a chance on scaring away 
the few remaining customers. Many 
instances have come to light wherg 
the exhib felt that he could not lift 
_ the admission price even 3¢ to 4c, 
result being that he reduced the ads 
mittance fee to escape the 21c brack« 
eting. 

These fundamental reactions are 
being kept in mind by exhibs for the 
lime when Congress meets to read- 
just the Defense Tax setup this fall, 
and they are hopeful that any new 
| changes will be installed during the 
; peak winter season. The fact that 
Congress will be asked to realign 
admission taxes to correct damage 
done so far and also to wipe out all 
artificial price ceilings in the business 
now is a foregone conclusion. Signs 
now point to a realignment with the 
tax starting at lle. Both exhibitors 
and apparently Congress are agreed 
that the 10e price ticket should re- 
main because this takes in a major- 
ity of children admissions, 

Prpposed Scales 

Indications now point to a revamp 
of the tax to read this way: 
Admissions of lle to 25c, tax of le 
Admissions of 26c to 49c, tax of 2c. 
Admissions above scaled about the 
same or at straight 10% basis. 
Growing conviction in the trade 
and also among legislators is that 
this arrangement will provide the 
maximum return to the U. S. treas- 
with the least damage to all 
classes of theatre operations. 

Present break at 20%, with 2le 
and all above taxable at 10%, is re- 
garded in the trade by a majority 
of officials as unsatisfactory. It is 
viewed as bad because creating a 
new artificial tax ceiling at 20c in 
much the same way as it was at 40¢ 
previously. In contrast, trade opine 
ion is that the 10c limit ducks any 


ury 


sort of artificial ceiling and will 
enormously benefit the film indus- 
try's whole admission price struc- 
ture. 


The 20c line of demarcation is not 


favored by the exhibitors because 
ii forces the 25c theatre to dip to 
20c. in many instances, thereby de- 
flating the scale all along the line. 


This also raises havoc with theatres 


which formerly charged 30¢ to 35c, 
forcing them to lower their scale 
eventually in many instances. This, 
of course, cuts down on the num- 
ber of houses taxable and turns the 
35¢ec house into a 30¢ one. and so on 


down the line. 
Not Optimistic 
St. Louis, Aug. 13 
Although several members of 
Congress who received copies of the 
resolution the 


recently adopted by 
MPTOA of Eastern Missouri and 
Southern Illinois, calling for an 
amendment to the recently enacted 
national defense tax on theatre ad- 
missions to inclile all prices of 
dueats, are in favor of the change, 
there is little likelihood that the 
present law will be altered during 
the current session of Congress. 
Fred H. Wehrenberg, prez of local 


MPTOA, who drafted the resolution 
which was unanimously adopted, has 
received some encouraging replies 
but Congressman R. M. Duncan de- 
clared there was no chance to amend 
the bill at this session. 

Duncan declared the bill as finally 
passed was one drafted after a give- 
and-take settlement. The resolu- 
tion, however, has been presented to 
the Ways and Means Committee in 
the House of Representatives and 
will be placed on the calendar for 
discussion when the final session of 
the new Congress meets, probably 
shortly after the general election in 
November. Wehrenberg also. reé- 
norts that other MPTOA organiza- 
tions in the country favor the idea 
embodied in the loca! resolution and 
are expected to throw their strength 
in an effort to amend the bill. 


~~ 
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Another Curtis Publishing Survey 
Shows Ruralites Spend More Coin 


For Amusements Than Do City Folk 





Initial comprehensive comparison 
ot city and rural families, their sal- 
aries and how they spend their an- 
nual income is included in a new 
study developed by Curtis Publish- 
ing Co. showing how much coin is 
spent per family on amusements. 


Curtis outlined a new conception of 
the importance of the rural market 
under M. A. Sterner, statistician 
with the company, as _ reported 
exclusively in Variety a short time 
‘ago. New survey was made by Don 
Hobart of Curtis. 

One of the questions answered by 
the new survey is whether the lower 
half of the city population, or the 
upper 50% of the total rural popula- 
tion, expends the most money for 
picture shows. Figures show that 
the ruralite not only has more 
money to spend but actually spends 
it. In the typical cities and rural 
communities treated, it was found 
that the upper half of the rural pop- 
ulation, placed at 6,000,000, spends an 
average of $42 per year on amuse- 
ments and recreation while the 
average lower 50% in cities, repre- 
sented by 9,000,000 population, aver- 
ages only $16 per year. 

Many of the figures were secured 
from the comprehensive $7,000,000 
U. S. Consumer Purchase study, 
actual breakdown being required to 
illustrate topical points. The average 
income of the upper half rural 


family is placed at $1,797 per year. | 


Of this total, $1,473 is spent in pur- 
chases or about double what the 
lower half in the city spends—$854. 
Figures show that the lower half 
city average family earned less than 
$800 a year 

A Break for Small Town Exhibs 


That the small town theatre has a | 


chance to develop its attendance also 


was illustrated by the amount spent | 


91 automobile outlay. The upper 
half rural family averaged $161 per 
year for this while the lower half 
city family spent only $39. Also it 
was found that 83% of this strata of 


rural family goes to more than one | 


town per year to see a picture pro- 
gram, Indicating that its readily ac- 
cessible transportation enables it to 
travel to more than one community 
for cinema entertainment each 
year. Further the statistics list 89% 
of this 


his 


tor ca! 
That 


owners 


other industries realize the 


potency of the rural market is illus- | 


trated by the survey. There is a 
full concentration of chain 


including 5-and-10’s, in small towns. 


Two leading wholesale drug estab- | 
lishments showed that 65% of their | 


sales were to rural drugstores; that 
One of the large mail order mer- 
Chandise establishments increased 
the circulation of its catalogs regu 
larly over the last three or 
years; and that there is one or more 
* beauty parlors in every community 
of 1900 nonu) ation. 
Good Roads a Factor 
2eking appeal to the 


+ 
Kiftit tO 


modern 


ideas in the rural territory, several 
mail order houses have streamlined 
thai: ‘ 

‘heir catalogs so they look like the 


smartest mail order pamphlets of big 
Clty stay 


res. This trend in the rural 
market has been helped by good 
roads and the fact that more than 
200,000 dress style demonstrations 
are given annually in small towns 


ber year by the U. S. Department of | 


Agriculture. 


Survey also eompares the upper | 


haif of the U. S. rural population 


with the upper half of city folks but | 
Most comparisons were between the | 
| trical Research Products, Inc., 
land ex-president of Paramount, has 


Upper half rural populace and lower 
half City as most equitable in all 
respects. Upper half city income 
averages $2,500, as against $1,797 in 
the rural top 50%. But spendable 
income is tabbed as being virtually 
- same for each. Explanation for 
ts is that city congestion (high 
food Brices, rents and transportation, 
other than motor cars) cut into the 


amount available for spending in 
tha city. 


_ 





| lowing 


| selection 
| position of Coast publicity chief, post 


rural population as being mo- 


stores, | 


four | 





Hollywood, Aug. 13. 
Harold B. Franklin is negotiating 
for release of a series of ‘Rover 
Boys’ features. 
Probably will go RKO, for which 
he made ‘The Villain Still Pursued 
Her.’ 


Hays Press Setup 
East and West To 


Bolster Film B.0, 


New augmented public relations 
icampaign by the Motion Picture. 
Producers & Distributors Assn., to 


bolster 
boxoffice, has been virtually set fol- 
Will Hays, 


his execu- 


huddles between 
of 
tive assistants, and Roy Norr, public 


Francis Harmon, one 


relations counsel. 


the Producers Assn 


Setup was given 


on the Coast last 


| week and details will be ironed out 
on the eastern end while Havs is in 
New York this week. 

New twist in setup is that com- 
mittees will be established in both 
the east and on the Coast Part of 


this arrangement calls for three trav- 
eling representatives of MPPDA who 
will be on the constantly con- 
tacting editors, publishers and groups 
who can do the theatre business a 
lot of good. Also effort will be 
made to curb what has been de- 
scribed as the overly exuberant 


road 


an 


| publicity coming out of Hollywood, 


supplanting it with more 
tive type of material 
Readjusted plans also call 


of to 


construc- 


for the 


somebody take the 


which has been vacant since Tom 
Pettey resigned 
Lawrence Considered 
Hollywood, Aug. 13 


Jock Lawrence, Samuel Goldwyn’s 
p.a., 
lie relations head of the Coast Hays’ 
office He would fill the 
caused by Tom Pettev’s 
to become Hollywood correspondent 
of PM 

Only 


is under consideration for pub- 
vacancy 


resignation 


hitch is that producers want 
to fill the office permanently and 
they Lawrence may be recalled 
when Gold wyn resumes production. 


U EXECS HUDDLING 
CO. PREZ ON COAST 


fea 


Hollywood, Aug. 13 
Joe Seide an ola es Tt sda} 
(15 fo confab “A | € al 
prexy Nate Blumberg 
William Scully joins ‘the group 
here, duo remaining until the end 
of August, when Maity Fox returns 


from New York 


Otterson With Juke Co. 


Elec- 
head 


John E. Otterson, formerly 


Talk-A- 
s ready- 
coin-in-the-slot 
Company 


of 
which 


been named president 
Vision, the company 
ing to market its 


talking picture machines 


| has taken the full floor formerly oc- 


cupied by ERPI on West 57th Street 
and will have most of another floor 
for headquarters 

Yermi Stera is active manager of 


he Aron 


the nation’s picture theatre | 
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REASONS FOR 


| ple Who Are ‘Financially 


Able’ Don’t Attend the 
Theatre More Than Once 
Monthly 


| OTHER POLL RESULTS 


| 


Film industry’s poor job of selling 
, its product to the public via pub- 
| licity and advertising is why 32,- 
000,000 people, who are ‘financially 
able’ to march to the boxoffice, are 
attending theatres less frequently 
than once a month. 

That's the opinion of Dr. George 
| Gallup, expressed to Variety on 
| Monday (12). 

Figure on the colossal number of 
Americans who shun pictures was 
turned up in the recent poll 
double features by Dr. Gallup’s 
American Institute of Public Opin- 
| ion, 








Vox Popping the Poll 2 


Double feature problem, which 
was pretty much a privaie affair 
of the industry until Samuel 
Goldwyn carried ‘t to the pub- 
lic in a Satevepost article and 
the Gallup poll survey was re- 
leased to 125 daily newspapers, 
will get an airing via the Co- 
lumbia Broadcasting System on 
Saturday, Aug. 24. 

Duals will be debated on ‘The 
People’s Platform’ with the ag’in 
side being taken by Goldwyn, 
Karl Hoblitzelle, head of the In- 
terstate Circuit in Texas, and 
Mrs. Leo B. Hedges, state chair- 
man of the motion picture divi- 
sion of the earent-Teachers’ As- 
sociation of California. Those in 
favor will be I. E, Chadwick and 
Trem Carr, indie producers, and 
Mrs. Arthur Beck, housewife. 
Debate will be informal and un- 
rehearsed. 








to a far greater extent than the ra- 
ther expected results of the poll it- 
self, which showed 57% of the pub- 
lic against duals to 43% in favor of 

Dr. Gallup himself thinks 
the 32.000,000 figure is by far 
most significant finding of his 


them, 
tnat 
the 
survey 

‘There is no doubt not merely one 
reason why more people don't go to 
movi the poll director declared, 

(Continued on page 19) 


ee 


If 43”, of Pop. Still Want 
Duals Now’s No Time To 


End "Em— Silverstone 


Gallup pool 


’ 
es, 


results are a 
ym that the 


ve indicati idusti 

hould not attempt to put an end to 
double features at this time, M ) 
Silverstone United Artists chief 
declared Monday (12). With 43 of 
he population indicating it prefers 
d S the distribution head a 
ertec would be folly » 7 
losing ) of that patrona no 

‘I am not advocating twin bills,’ 


he said, ‘because I would personally 


like to see them abolished—if it 
could logically be done. But this is 
no time to take chances or to ex- 


periment.’ 

UA head at the same time de- 
clared his company will 
legal means to prevent its 
being tripled. 


HAYWARD TOPS ‘GOB’ CAST 
Hollywood, Aug. 13 


take every 
‘ 


pictures 





Harold Lloyd chose Louis Hay- 
ward for the top male spot in his 
naval comedy, ‘Three Girls and a 
Gob.” 

A prior commitment in ‘They Met 
in Argentine’ caused Maureen 
O'Hara to withdraw from the ‘Gob’ 
cast. 


DUR FILM 6.0. 


Explains Why 3,200,000 Peo- 


QN PIX ADV. 





Dave Selznick Confirms Jock 


Whitney's Bow-Out From 5-1, But 
His 2 Next Pix Go via UA Regardless 





| Islands 


on. 


It has intrigued the industry 


| period 


| tures 


Sid Kent Resting 


Sid Kent back to the Thousand 
after the consent-decree 
hoopla and masterminding, which 


| resulted in his nixing the proposals, 
| as written, on behalf of 20th-Fox. 


Prez of 20th is due to leave Aug. 
20 for Salt Lake City to attend the 
world premiere of ‘Brigham Young,’ 
Aug. 23. 


Fed Up on Pix 
Theory Refuted 
In Part in Mpls. 


Minneapolis, Aug. 13. 
Gratifying results attained by en- 


tertainment other than films the 
past week, when cinemas, collec- 
tively, had their worst seven-day 


in several years, are setting 
the trade to wondering whether pic- 
themselves, rather than the 
war and generally adverse trade con- 
ditions, aren’t responsible for the 
present boxoffice depression. Some 
of the exhibs are beginning to feel 
that the public is tiring of films. 
Others assert there are too few 
worthwhile films and there are com- 
that the ‘vast bulk’ of the 
product is ‘rubbish.’ 


plaints 


Those who doubt that the public 
is ‘fed up’ on pictures cite the fact 
that the State here, prior to last 
week, had five big weeks in a row 
with ‘New Moon,’ 


‘Ghost Breakers,’ 
‘All This, and Heaven’ and ‘Andy 


| Hardy Meets Debutante’ (which last- | 


named ran a fortnight), and is en- 
joying prosperity again this week 
with ‘I Love You Again.” ‘Just give 


them the pictures and they'll flock 


n,’ it’s asserted, 


Coming into town when it 


was 


feared by the promoters that amuse- | 
‘ have | 


ment-seeke 


been drained d 


might 
by the Aquatennial 


purses 


shows which just preceded it, the 
oller derby has pulled 10,000 people 
ind turned ’em away every night at 
the Auditorium the past 10 days. 
It’s the biggest business by far the 
derby ever has done here in the four 
years that it has been staged 

Leo Selizer. owner of four roller 
lerby ut here during the week, 
says he’s having his biggest year 
practically everywhere. He _ at- 


to a war-created desire 
‘concentrated excitement,’ which, 
his show supplies. 
‘us, here for 
enjoyed its largest gate 
the 


at all performances, 


LEVEY’S 2 MORE FOR 


tributes this 


for 


two days, 
locally 
customers 


in 


years It had out 


U BEFORE ‘HELLZ’ PIC 


Hollywood, Aug. 13 
Jule Levey will make two more 
¢ 4 ‘ 
l€@at LO versal fo 1940-41. 
line Damon RPiinvon ecerinting 
ria Vamon munyo scripting 


‘Butch Minds the Baby’ for Novem- 
ber start, and ‘Tight Shoes’ 
February 
‘Hellzapoppin’ rolls next July for 
1941-42 sked. 


launches 
In 


Cowboy Tops ‘Duanes’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 13. 
e Montgomery, the ex-Mon- 
who has been in the 
process at 20ih-Fox for a 
hes a lead with the start 
of filming on Zane Grey's ‘The Last 


Georg 


tana cow boy 


or: ¢ 
grooming 
year, cras 


of the Duanes.’ 
Norman Foster, now working on 
the script, will direct. Sol Wurtzel 
| produces 


. 





| that 


| board 


| were 


{3 


No matter under what corporate 


setup they are produced, his next 
two pictures will be made for 
United Artists release, David O. 


Selznick emphasized to VARIETY on 
Monday (12). Selznick declared 
that he has two films yet to make 
under his UA pact and what, cor- 
poration is technically the producer 
matters little inasmuch as the con- 
tract calls for his personal services. 

Selznick said there is no time 
limit in the contract during which 
the two films must be made, but 
that the next two pictures he pro- 
duces, no matter when, must go to 
UA. Declaring tnat he hoped to 
get started on the first during the 
winter, Selznick said he has no idea 
what it will be. Only point that is 
definite, he avowed, is that two of 
ithe three femme stars he has under 
contract will be used in the picture 
and that one of the films will be 
directed by Alfred Hitchcock. Gals 
are Vivien Leigh, Ingrid Bergman 
and Joan Fontaine. 

As to the corporate shenanigans 
in which Selznick has been taking 
part, the producer confirmed the ex- 
clusive story in last week's VARIETY 
steps preliminary to the dis- 
solution of Selznick-International 
Pictures, Inc., were taken at the 
of directors.meeting Tuesday 


(6). He e:nphasized, however, that 


| these were not final steps, but mere- 


ly preliminaries which must be ap- 
proved by a conclave of stockhold- 
ers and directors Jater this month. 
He refused to say definitely that the 
company would be dissolved with- 
out adding the qualifying clause that 
final consummation depends on the 
forthcoming meeting. 

There is every indication that the 
Plan will be given the nod, inasmuch 
as the five directors at last week’s 


| meeting easily control enough stock 


to shape the company’s grave. They 
included John Hay Whitney, chair- 
man of the board, whose determina- 
tion to get out of the picture business 


is one of the major reasons for dis- 
solution; Robert Lehman, of the 
banking firm of Lehman Bros. 
Selznick; his brother, Myron, and 


Loyd Wright. 
New Calif. Corp. 
Further emphasizing the action at 
last 


week’s meeting was the step 


taken by Selznick the following day 
in incorporating a new producing 
company in California Known as 


David O. Selznick Productions, Inc., 
directors listed in the papers are 
Charles E. Millikan, Glendale, Cal.; 
Richard M. Goldwater Lo Angeles; 
Herschel B. Green, North Holly- 
wood; S. Earl Wright, Playa del 
tey; and Earl C. Morris, Los An- 
geles 

Although playing cagey inasmuch 
as S-I has yet to be voted out of 
existence and a snag developing 
‘twixt saucer and snout’ might make 
him appear premature Selznick 
made it clear that obvious con- 
clusiot could be drawn as to the 
purpose of D.O.S. Productions 

Shelving of S-I is n ated by 
two factors First i Whitney's de- 

e to get out v S47 I - 
old company lr 1 © tl t of is 
first highly successf 1 and he 
has a fat profit to } credit. Second 
is tne rat llv mol ting tate and 
Fede ta due to b returns ¢ 
Gone With the Wind and R 
3ECCa 


HUBBARD’S ‘LEAVE’ 
FROM 20TH-FOX LOT 


Hollywood, Aug. 13. 

Lucien Hubbard, brought from 
Metro by 20th-Fox to produce eight 
pictures for 1340-41, s the 
We ed to 
as several months’ leave of absence. 

Reason behind move not revealed, 
but it is known that studio heads 
disappointed reviews ac 
corded his first ‘Street of 
Memorie a Be Served’ 
id ‘For Beauty 


leaving 


twood lot on what is refe1 


in 
features 
Will 

3 Sake.’ 


yuth 
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Some RKO Pix Handled by Other Ad 


Agencies But L. & T. Retain Main Acct. 


ee 


Outside agencies are creeping into. 
RKO in the handling of campaigns, | 


in whole or part, on certain pictures 
turned out by producers releasing 
through RKO channels, but reports 


that the company itself was shifting | 


from Lord & Thomas are denied. 
Accounts were that RKO might 
swing to the Buchanan agency. 

Both RKO and Buchanan deny 
that. L. & T. has had the RKO ac- 
count for 11 years under a working 
agreement that does net include a 
contract. Most large agencies do not 
have contracts, it is added. 

A. O. Dillenbeck, head of the Bu- 
chanan agency, pointed out that they 
had been called in to work on pic- 
tures for a couple of RKO producers 
the same as they handle advertising 
for some of the WA _ producers, | 
whereas UA itself is in Donahue & 
Coe. 

Buchanan placed advertising and 
worked on the campaign for ‘Irene’ 
in behalf of Herbert Wilcox, its pro- | 
ducer. It also did the same on “Tom 
Brown’s School Days,’ produced by 
the Gene Towne-Graham Baker unit 
in RKO, and will also probably fig- 
ure similarly in connection with 
Towne-Baker’s next, ‘Little Man.’ 

It was reported John D. Hertz, Jr., 
who is credited with having swung | 
Paramount from L&T to Buchanan, | 
has had some talks concerning the | 
RKO account, but that it has gone no | 
further. His father is with the Leh- 
man Bros. banking house and a di- | 
rector in Par. Likewise, Ee | 
Bros. is interested in RKO. 

‘Ramparts We Watch,’ being dis- | 
tributed by RKO, is being handled | 
by the Young & Rubicam agency en- | 
tirely. Y. & R. spent $10,000 on the 
Washington opening and got good re- | 
sults there, but elsewhere the pic- | 
ture isn’t getting that kind of adver- | 
tising backing. Theatres are squawk- | 
ing partly because enough money 
isn’t being spent, and also because | 
ads are not being spread around | 
properly, with theatres being placed 
in an uncomfortable position with 
some papers because latter haven't 
been favored with business. In one 
large key, Y&R went into only one 
paper. The same is declared planned 


| 
| 





for another large key opening dur- | 


ing the coming week. 

Y&R is handling the campaign on 
‘Ramparts’ because it is the agency 
for the Time organization. 


LANDAU DEAD AT 64; 
FIGURED IN NICK TRIAL 


St. Louis, Aug. 13. 

Leo Landau, for 35 years theatre 
owner and manager in the St. Louis 
area, died Wednesday (7) while 
driving his automobile, stricken with 
a heart attack. Landau lost control 
of the car which crashed into a 
parked car. He was a prominent 
figure in the St. Louis extortion 
trials of John P. Nick and State Rep- 
resentative Edward M Brady, both 
of whom were whitewashed of the 
charges. Landau testified in the Nick 
trial that Brady was the one to 
whom he paid $10,000 while a wage 
increase parley for the operators was 
pending in 1936. Nick had been chief 
of the local IATSE at the time of the 
alleged extortion. but was ousted 
earlier this year, along with Clyde A. 
Weston, biz manager, by the mem- 
bership. 

Landau, 64, formerly operated in 


Granite City, II).. and until a few 
years ago owned the Maryland here 
and the Colonial in Manchester, Mo 
At the time of his death he was 


manager of the Lemay and South- 


way. nabes owned bv the South Side 
Amus. Co. His widow. mother. two 
sisters and two brothers survive. 


Oid RKO Dissolved 


The old RKO Corp.. which on Jan. 


27, 1933, filed a petition of bank- 
ruptcy in the N. Y. federal court 
and became one of the longest and 
most drawn out bankruptcies 
court history, ended Wednesday 
(7), when Federal Judge William 
Bondy, who has handled the case 
since its inception, signed an order 
dissolving the company. 

Irving Trust Co., former trustee of 
RKO, made the application, explain- 


ing that since al] assets were trans- | 


ferred to the new RKO on Jan. 26, 
1940, the old company actually did 
not exist, and it should be dissolved 
according to Maryland law,’ under 
which it was incorporated. 


in | 








Studio Contracts 








Edmund O’Brien drew a new term 


contract at RKO. 


| Charles Holland drew player 
| ticket at Metro. 
Paramount handed stock player 


| Wallace, Mary Peterbeck, Frances 

|Gladwyn, Virginia Maples and Lois 
Platten. 

Larry Darmour signed Manfred B. 

| Lee and Frederick Dannay to con- 


tinue their Ellery Queen scripts for | 


' Columbia release. 
Metro renewed Hugo 
| writer ticket for a year. 


ATLAS’ HEAVY 
BUYING IN RKO 





Washington, Aug. 13. 

Heavy purchasing of RKO com- 
mon stock by Atlas Corp. of Jersey 
City, beneficial owner of more than 
10% of the registered securities of 
the film company, was reported for 
last June by the Securities & Ex- 
change Comrphission. 


In its monthly summary, issued 


Thursday (8), the SEC showed pur- | 


chases made between June 20 and 
June 29 of 28,800 shares of common, 
plus three purchases of 100 shares 
each of the 6% convertible pre- 
ferred. Atlas, at the end of June, 
held 564,189 shares of RKO com- 
mon, and 29,881 convertible, plus 
327,812 warrants for common stock. 


Other transactions in RKO for the 
month showed the purchase, by L. 
Lawrence Green, New York direc- 
tor, of 1,000 shares common, bring- 
ing his holdings to 4,250 shares. 
American Co. was listed as owner of 
268,230 shares of common by the 
Commish. 


Some trading was done in June in 
Columbia Pix stocks by Samuel J. 
Briskin, Hollywood official of the 
company. Briskin dropped 600 
shares of common voting trust cer- 
| tificates and acquired 2,627 options 
‘for common. Retained 13.134 op- 
tions and 600 shares common at the 
end of the month. 

Other transactions included sale of 
2,000 shares of Loew’s Inc., no par 
value common by J. Robert Rubin, 
of New York, and purchase of 30 
shares of Loew’s Boston Theatres by 
the parent company. Kenneth M. 
Young of New York shuffled off 100 


shares of Pathe common ($1 par) 
and Sidney R. Kent picked up 25 
shares of 20th Century-Fox 

Rubin retained 25,615 shares of 
Loew’s common stock on July 1: 


Loew’s Inc., held 117,436 of the $25 
par common stock of its Boston, sub- 
sid: Young was registered with 
shares of Pathe. and Kent held 3,- 
180 shares of 20th-Fox, 


Withers Finales Year’s 


Chores With ‘Heofs’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 13. 


Jane Withers winds up her work 
for the current year at 20th-Fox 
with the completion of her next pic- 
ture, ‘Golden Hoofs,’ which starts 
late this month. Her pact calls for 
not more than four films in 12 
{| months. 

Production of ‘A Very Young 
Lady’ has been deferred until next 
year. Miss Withers has finished 
‘Shooting High, ‘The Girl From 
|Avenue A’ and ‘Youth Will Be 
Served.’ 

‘Lady’ was to have been Robert 


Kane’s first production on the West- 
wood lot since his return from Eng- 
land. ‘Breach of Discipline’ 
its place on the Kane schedule. 





| Gillham’s Trip West 


Bob Gillham left Sunday (11) for 
Chicago and St. Louis where he will 
make stopoffs on the way to the 
Coast. 

Par’s advertising-publicity 
will be in Hollywood two weeks, 
during which, among other things, 
he will discuss the campaign and 
|premiere plans for ‘Northwest 
} Mounted.’ 


pacts to five Earl Carroll! girls: Jean | 


Butler's | 


400 


takes 


head | 


Well What? 





Baltimore, Aug. 13. 

On way to the theatre after 
flying in to make an opening 
show appearance at the day-and- 
date playing of “The Boys From 
Syracuse, at both Keith’s and 
the combo Hipp here, Jules 
Levey and Abbott & Costello 
ran into a bit of unexpected 
repartee. Clowning, Lou Cos- 
tello kept shouting out of the 
side of the auto, ‘‘The Boys 
From Syracuse’ will be here to- 
morrow!’ 

To which a deadpan steel 
worker seated in a street car 
demanded, ‘What are they doing 
here?’ 


DIXIE CROPS HEAVY; 
TOBACCO ROAD TO B.0. 


Atlanta, Aug. 13. 

Gibberish chant of tobacco auc- | 
tioneer started sounding for keeps 
last week in South Georgia and | 
Florida flue-cured leaf markets and 
with opening prices at higher-than- | 
expected 18 and 19¢ per pound | 
average, it appears as if 1940 crop | 
is going to provide much cash for | 
distribution—plenty of which 











| 


will 


sq 

| find its way into amusement biz | 
| channels. 
Opening sales were heavy in | 


volume, but growers are delivering | 


tobacco to markets at much slower 
rate then during previous seasons, 
with quality rated as high. Season’s 
gross sales for Thursday (8) opening 
day and Friday (9) were reported 
at 15,000,000 pounds for 17 Georgia 
and Florida markets with 1940 pro- 
duction of flue-cured tobacco in the 
Ga.-Fla. belt estimated at 82,205,000 
pounds, compared with 115,890,000 | 
pounds produced in 1939. 


Annual tobacco sales always prc e 
stimuli to biz in general in Southern 
leaf growing states, and amusement | 
biz in general seldom fails to cash 
in. Tobacco being a cash 








To Examine Republic 
And ‘Conquest’ Writers 


In Sam Houston Suit 


M. J. Siegel, president of Republic 
Productions, Inec., Wells Root, E. E. 





Paramore, Jr., Jan Fortune and Har- 
old Shumate, writers, were ordered 
Saturday (10) to appear for exam- 
ination before trial in California 


Sept. 5, in connection with Marquis 


James’ suit against Republic on 
charges of plagiarism of parts of his 
book, ‘The Raven, a Biography of 
Sam Houston,’ in ‘Man of Conquest.’ 

The author, who received the Pu- 


seeks the examination of the defend- 
ants on the grounds that the named 
writers are listed by Republic as au- 
thors of the screenplay ‘Man of Con- 


PIX CONSIDER 
PRIZE. NOVEL 
HOOKUP 


Plan of having a picture company 
| participate in a prize contest for the 
writing of a novel which will be 
suitable for filming is being mulled 
by at least one major studio, Pro. 








|litzer prize in 1930 for his work, | ducers have been presented during 


the past few weeks with the idea, 
| which already has publisher back. 


_ing, by Alan Collins, head of Curtis 





‘quest,’ which also treats with Sam | Brown, Ltd,, literary agency. 


Houston. 
|Clancy in N. Y., over the objections | day-Doran to publish the American 


crop, | 


growers are ready, willing and able | 
to spend a goodly portion of their | 


take on ‘having a good time.’ Car- 
neys, tent shows, pitchmen, pix, etc., 
reap a coin harvest after usual dol- 
drums that hit show biz during 
summer months, lasting until fall 
and regular harvest’s start. 


- 





History-Knowing Quiz 
Winner Sues for Prize 


Milwaukee, Aug. 13. 
History ouiz show put on by 
Varsity theatre here will go to a jury 
for final answer, as result of a suit 
filed in circuit court Friday (9) by 


Gustav Collatz, resident of the 
swanky Gold Coast village of Shore- 
wood, against the Fox Wisconsin 


Amusement Corp., operators of the 


downtown house. 
Collatz, who says he knows his 
history, was asked in the quiz to 


name the three ships in which Co- 
lumbus sailed to America in 1492 
and claims he answered correctly by 


naming the Pinta, Nina and Santa 
Maria. However, a jury of three 
persons chosen from the audience 


against him and awarded the grand 
prize, a Chevrolet sedan, to another 
contestant. That’s the beef. 


Now Collatz makes legal demand 
through a jury trial for either a 
duplicate of the motor car given to 
his competitor or its retail sales 
price—$782. 


Santley Subs Meins 
On Rep’s ‘Melody’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 13. 
Joseph Santley moved in as direc- 
tor of Republic’s western, ‘Moonlight 
and Melody,’ filling the place left 
vacant by the suicide of Gus Meins. 
Picture rolled yesterday (Mon.) 
with Robert North producing. 





$12,000 THEATRE FIRE 
Des Moines, Aug. 13. 
Fire last week (Aug. 9) destroyed 
the New Grundy, 35-year-old build- 
ing modernized about three years 
ago, at Grundy Center, Ia. Damage 
estimated at $12,000, with $10,000 in- 
surance in force. 
John Marshall, 
| Moines, who operated the theatre, 
| said the fire apparently started in the 
basement. The theatre was owned 


| Moines and now living in California. 


Federal Judge John W. 


of the defendants, decided the ex- 


' amination was proper, 





TEXAS BOOM IN 


THEATRE BLDG. 


Houston, Aug. 13. 
Interstate’s new suburban house, 
the Almeda, opened officially Friday 
(9) night. The 13th theatre to be 
opened in Houston by Interstate and 





the 10th suburban house in the chain. 


Seats 1,000. Tom Howell manager. 
One in Tyler, Too 
Tyler, Texas, Aug. 13. 
Interstate’s latest, the Tyler, 
opened here last week by R. J. 
O’Donnell, v.p. and g.m. of the cir- 


;cuit. Event was attended by thea- 
tre men from Dallas, San Antonio 
and other sections of the state. 
City manager W. M. Shields will 
have supervision of the house, 
Another in Texas 
Stamford, Texas, Aug. 13. 
The State made iis local bow 
here Aug. 3. House is owned by a 


combination of three, with L. C. 
Dennis, local undertaker, the active 
owner. Manager of 


M. A, Payne. 


the house 


iS 


Cameron’s New House 
Dallas, Aug. 13. 
The Airway, Dallas’ newest subur- 
ban theatre, owned and operated by 
P. G. Cameron, a veteran of 33 years 
in show business, opened Friday 
night (9). House seats 800, 
ing a stadium type balcony and has 
a ‘crying room’ in the rear, air- 
conditioned with flexible sound. An- 
other innovation in the baleony are 
10 ‘love seats’ that are double in 
seat dimensions and may be occu- 
pied either by romancers or over- 
weight patrons. Cameron, formerly 


owned the Palace here, now Inter- 
state theatre’s ace house. 

During his 33 years Cameron has 
been associated with 16 different 


houses. He also built a $10,000 shine 
parlor with 42 chairs. 


New Drive-In in Ohio 


Warren, O., Aug. 13 
New drive-in opened Saturday 
(10) on Route 422. four miles east 


of Warren, O. J 
land, is manager. 


S. Cagney, Cleve- 


Grainger Sets Republic 
On Butterfield Circuit 


Jimmy Grainger, now on a month’s 


tour of the country on film deals, has 
closed with Butterfield, in which Par 
is interested, for Republic’s entire 
1940-41 product. Circuit comprises 
110 theatres. E. C. Beatty, president, 
and J. Ollie Brooks closed for But- 
terfield. 

Monogram’s Cincinnati exchange 


has sold the company’s product for 
40-41 to the Newbolt circuit in that 
territory, operating in 11 towns, and 
to the Black Diamond chain, which 
has 10 theatres. 

Sol Edwards, Film Alliance sales 
chief, closed two deals last week. 
One with Loew's metropolitan N. Y. 


| circuit was on ‘False Rapture,’ initial 


formerly of Des | 


film on company’s new season sched- 
ule. Also made deal with Loew’s 
Poli and for some of Feiber & Shea 
theatres. 


DE LEON PENS ‘HUSBAND’ 
Hollywood, Aug. 13. 
Walter De Leon has completed the 
script for Warners’ ‘Her Temporary 


, Husband.’ 
|by Frank Rubel, formerly of Des | 


Edmund Grainger has the associ- | 


ate producer chair. 


includ- ; 


| Collins has arranged with Double. 


edition and Michael Joseph, Ltd., the 
English edition. The two firms be- 
tween them would contribute $7,500 
| of the prize money and Collins is 
,attempting to get one of the major 
| film companies to put up another 
| $20,000. For this sum it would ob- 
‘tain screen rights to the winning 
novel and an advance peek at all 
the entries. In lieu of a sum as big 
as $20,000, alternative is being offered 
|of advancing $10,000 and then pay- 
‘ing the althor an additional fee 
_ based on the number of copies of the 
book sold. 

Rules of the contest, which would 
Tun about 18 months, would be that 
the book must be submitted under a 
pseudonym. This is to permit the 
,entry of books by well-known au- 
{thors who are prevented by exclu- 
| sive contracts from presenting their 
|work to any publisher but their own, 
'Any book written in English and is 
eligible there would be emphasis on 
action and plot over character, back- 
‘ground and atmosphere. Judges 
would be heads of the two publish- 
ing houses and the story editor of 
the participating studio. Unanimous 
choice would be necessary for selec- 
tion of the winner, insuring the pic- 





ture company that something un- 
suited to films would not be chosen. 

Pic companies are chary of the 
idea not only because of cost, but 
because very few literary contests 
have ever produced a good film 
story. Warner Bros. three years ago 


participated in an international one 
with Farrar & Rinehart in which 
there were thousands of entries from 
19 different countries. Winner was 
‘Street of the Fishing Cat’ by Jolan 
Foldes. It was a bust as far as the 
film company went. 


Metro’s $25,000 Buy 

Metro last week purchased ‘Some 
Day I'll Find You,’ by Charles Hoff- 
man, for $25,000. Story, published as 
a complete single issue novel in Cos- 
mopolitan mag, is about war corre- 
spondents in the recent Nazi occupae- 
tion of Paris. 

It’s intended as vehicle for Clark 
Gable, Spencer Tracy and Hedy 
Lamarr. H. N. Swanson handled the 
deal on the Coast for Harold Cber 

Story Buys 
Hollywood, Aug. 13. 

Columbia bought ‘Going to the 
Dogs,’ comedy by Eleanore Griffin 

Paramount purchased ‘The Bride 
Went West,’ by Charles O'Neil and 
Duane Decker. 

John Gannett and Jack Sobo! sold 
their yarn, ‘30 Days Hath Septem- 
ber,’ to Warners. 

RKO acquired ‘Straight and Nar- 
row.” by Arthur T. Horman. 

Albert Duffy has sold his unpro- 
duced play, ‘Man Alive,’ to 20th-Fox, 
which has set Fred Kohlmar as ass0- 
ciate prcducer. 


20th Defers ‘W.U.’, Sets 


‘Hanna’ in Its Stead 


Aug. 13 
Union’ at 
cev- 


Hollywood 
Production of ‘Western 
20th-Fox has been shoved back 
eral weeks and ‘Chad Hanna, in 
Technicolor, moved up to take its 
place, starting Aug. 19, with Henry 
King directing. 
“‘Hudson’s Bay’ rells on the same 
day with Paul Muni in the top role. 





INT’L B.0. CASUALTY 
Minneapolis, Aug. 13. 
Revised immigration laws, placing 
restrictions on travel between the 
U. S. and Canada, is raising havoc 
with theatre atiendance in Muinne- 
| sota border towns. In International 
Falls, Minn., Canadian attendance #t 
the two theatres dropped from 2,000 
| to five within two weeks. 
| Baehr Bros., owners of the houses, 
j say they’ll close one of them. 
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SAG to Teach New Occupations 
To Extras About to Be Dropped 





Hollywood, Aug. 13. 
With registered film extra list 
slashed from 20,000 in 1936 to a 
present 5,534, and further drastic 


cuts in offing, Screen Actors Guild's 
standing committee is trying to work 
out some method of vocational edu- 
cation to prepare those still to be 
dropped to become wage-earners in 
other fields. This move was dis- 
closed by Kenneth Thomson, SAG 
executive secretary, addressing the 
annual meeting of the Guild’s class B 
membership Sunday night (11). 
Thomson said the average annual 
earnings of extras increased from 
$105.63 in 1936 to $358.80 in the first 
seven months of 1940, but that more 
than 2,000 B members were dropped 
Aug. 1 last for being delinquent in 


ee ? 





dues. Thomson reported SAG has 
piled up cash surplus of $162,613 and 
now is operating within its present | 


income. . 
Results in Screen Actors Guild 
election to fill 15 seats on the} 
council will not be known for 24! 
hours at least, although tallies up | 
to today (Tuesday) indicate that | 
several incumbents are to be re- | 


| 


turned to office. It’s estimated that 


approximately 2,200 ballots have | 
been cast. | 
The National Labor’ Relations | 


Board ordered a hearing for Monday 
(19) on petition of Screen Office 
Employees Guild for certification as | 
bargaining representatives for 2,500 
Session will 
determine proper collective bargain- 
ing unit before an election of work- 
ers is Meanwhile, NLRB 
and SOEKG officials are trying to ne- 
gotiate consent election to eliminate 
necessity of formal hearing before 
NLRB examiner. Considerable prog- 
ress reported, with the 20th-Fox in- 
die guild already agreeing. 

Intervenor to SOEG petition has 
been filed by the AFL in behalf of 
the American Federation of Office 
Employees, but this is not expected 
to act as a barrier to consent elec- 
tion, since it is generally agrecd 
SOEG has big majority on most ma- 
jor lots. 


studio white collarites. 


ordered. 


Negotiations between producers 
and the American Federation of Of- 


fice Employes, representing Central 


Casting Corp. and workers hit ob- 
Stacles in demand for minimum 
hours and wages for casting direc- 
tors. The producers are understood 
to be standing pat for $37.50 weekly 
for 54 hours while the AFOE is in- 
Sisting on $75 for 40 hours. 
No Republic-SPG Strike 

A threatened strike at Republic 
was eliminated when E, H. Gold- | 
stein, studio general manager, 
agreed to sign a basic wage pact 
with the Screen Publicists Guild 
After the flacks had appointed a 


picket committee and had been as- 
sured of support by the painters and 
(Continued on page 10) 


EXPECT SETTLEMENT 
IN RKO VS. J.L.&S., CHI 


Chicago, Aug. 13 

Two suits were filed against Jones, 
Linick & Schaefer in an effort to 
collect money allegedly due because 
of obligations assumed by J-L-S 
With summer closing of RKO 
Palace here Agreement supposedly 
made by J-L-S was that, if the Pal- 


the 


ace closed for summer they would 
take over responsibility for sum- 
mer rental and picture commit- 
ments, 

Suit for RKO Theatres was filed 


by Trude & Kahan, and for RKO 
Pictures by Spitz & Adcock. Out- 
of-court settlement is expected. 





‘Thirties’ Rolls Sept. 2 


Hollywood, Aug. 13. 
Director Edmund Goulding will 
Signal the start of production on 
“arners’ ‘The Fabulous Thirties’ on 
Sept. 2. Mark Hellinger wrote the 
original story, with Milton Krims 
and Norman Reilly Raine handling 
the screenplay. 

John Garfield has the top role 


\TA 





Shearer, Raft Teamed 
By Metro for ‘World’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 13. 
Norma Shearer and George Raft 
are to be co-starred in Metro’s ‘The 
World We Make’, Picture, which 


will be Miss Shearer’s next chore, 
will be put into production as soon 
as Raft completes his assignment in 
Warners’ ‘South of Suez,’ which gets 
the gun Aug. 20. 


‘World’ is based on Sidney Kings- 


| ley’s stage version of Millen Brand’s 


novel, ‘The Outward Room’. John 
Lee Mahin is giving the script its 
final polishing. Hunt Stromberg 
produces. 


, UA AND COL. 
SCOFF AT 
DECREE 


Hollywood, Aug. 13, 





+ scnsieaanasn 


‘CONSENT’ COLD AGAIN 


| 





TH. PAR LEAQ New, Improved Gadgets Would 
Ale 4° REJECT Automatically Record Ticket Sales 





Gev’t Wants to Know Why 
and D. C. Reported Cueing 


Thurman Arnold on Set- 


tlement of the Suit Re- 
gardless 


—_—_—— 


WANT ‘OUTS’ 





Following a board meeting of 20th- 
Fox yesterday (Tues.) to 
reasons for unwillingness to accept 
the consent decree as it now stands, 
formal notification of what amounts 


discuss 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


to a rejection, but with counter- | 


tomatically stamps the time the 
tickets are sold as well as the num- 
{ber of tickets punched out at one 


recommendations, in order to pessibly 
effect a settlement, is expected to be 
made by the end of the week. The 


feeling is expressed that the Gov- 


ernment will want to know by then. 
Formal rejection of the decree, with 


its application for further negotia- | 





Universal, United Artists and} 
Columbia will refuse to sign any 
consent decree regardless of how 
much the Government eases terms 


f proposed agreement to end anti- 


trust suit. Three outfits give two 


for (1) that they 
e been dragged into 
first place in view 
fact have no theatre hold- 
and (2), that had it not been 
for their help with first run product 
this summer, many theatres, includ- 
some owned by ‘Big Five,’ would 
have been forced to close for lack of 
pictures. 

They fact they have even 
leased films skedded for fall 
tribution in an effort to assist thea- 
yperators 


reas 
should never 
th > 
of 


Ings; 


ns tand, viz.: 
ha 
battle in the 


they 


ing 


cite 


re- 


dis- 


“a % 


been brought 


V pressul nas 
to bear on Edward C. Raftery, at- 
torney for UA, in an effort to get 
m » aid in swinging his clients 
»ver to the consent idea, but so far 
the campaign has been fruitless. 


10 EX-IATSE MEMBERS 
SUE BROWNE FOR 2506 


Holly wood 
George (C Davis 
forme IATSE members 
$250,000 
prexy George FE. Browne 
filed an 
superior 


Aug. 13. 
atid nine 


who are 


irley ) 


seeking a against 
and other 
amended com- 
yesterday 


embodies a 


judgment 


officials, 
court 
Document 


plaint in 
(Monday) 


leopy of an apology to Willie Bioff, 
hich the plaintiffs allege they 
were told to sign if they expected 
to have ards returned to them en- 
titling them to work 

Complainants were expelled fron 
IA because of activities in the IA 
election fight witl United Studio 


Guild Apology to Bioff 
supposedly for any remarks 
might } IA or 


ampaign 


Technicians 
was 
they made about 
sioff 

In addition to 
are 
charter to Loca 
of a receiver for 
funds. 


ave 
election ¢ 


luring the 
es, plaintiffs 

on of TA 
1 37 and appointment 
the extinct local’s 


seeking restorat an 


Jurisdictional Tiff 

First general membership meet- 
ing of Studio Utility Employees Lo- 
cal 724 since 1937 has been 
for Sunday (18). Vice-prez 
seph Marshall and international 
Albert Smith will attend. 
stood jurisdiction tiff with 
will be discussed. 

Strike at Universal was 
ened last by IA locals 
Local 727 charged 72 was 
croaching. Situation was temporarily 
ironed out by Pat Casey, producer 
labor contact, but line of job de- 
marcatioa between the two locals is 
still unsettled, 


rep 
Under- 
IATSE 


threat- 
when 


en- 


ul l- 
week 


tion, may go to Washington today 
(Wed.). 

An official statement by the 20th 
board yesterday afternoon (Tues.) 
said it had considered drafts of the 
more important sections of the pro- 
posed consent decree. It was added 
that S. R. Kent stated that he 


ex- 
| pected that negctiations with the 
Government would continue and 
that the company would have no 
public statement to make until the 
matter was finally disposed of one 
way or the other. Kent was not 


| ful study. 


called | 
JO0- | 


present at the meeting 

Paramount has held no further 
meetings this week on its position, 
having decided to wait to see what 
20th-Fox officially determines for 
conveyance to Washington. Its de- 
sire is said to be to go along with 
20th-Fox if there is no reason for 
having an opposite view to the stand 
of that major, which is declared un- 
likely. Par has not scheduled a 
board meeting though one may be 
hurriedly called. 

Twentieth-Fox, at the insistence of 
Kent, wants an ‘out’ on the 
iecree for itself nine months 


consent 


after it 


has been placed in operation if its 
percentage of profits should fall 
down. The company wants this ‘out’ 
under an escape clause without re- 


gard to whether othe! 


; 


majors among 
ie Big Five get the same. Par also 
vants that same out. 
30th 20th and Par are 
position to the clause con 
remedy for discrimination 4 
independently operated theatres 
which restricts 
plainants having no more than five 


11lso in oOp- 
‘ePrnine 

> 
wWainst 


arbitration to com- 


theatres. .Now suggested is raising 
it to 15 theatres. 3Zelieved Par and 
20th will seek arbitraticen for all 


chains, regardless of size 
Blocks of 5 OK 

While selling pictures in blocks of 
five is looked upon unfavorably, it is 
reliably reported both 20th and Par 
are willing to try this method of 
sales if each will be allowed to step 
yut of the consent decree after a trial 
period of months. The theatre 


yperators appear to be more dubiou 


nine 
(Continued on page 16) 


Kuykendall on ‘Consent’ 


Promising that the Motion Picture 
Theatre Owners of America will be 
very much heard from at the proper 
time, Ed Kuykendall, president, ad- 
vises that the executive committee is 
giving the consent decree very care- 
He calls the present set- 
tlement plan ‘rather vague and far 
from complete or official.’ 

MPTOA head, at present in Co- 
lumbus, Miss., his home, points out 
that it may be changed completely 
because of so much dissension among 
distributors themselves as well as 
exhibiter interests. He believes that 
any definite decision at this time 
| would be premature. 

In a general bulletin to all mem- 
| pers of the MPTOA, dated yesterday 
(Tues.), Kuykendall reviewed the 
‘consent decree for its membership 


As to Time, Etc.; Quick Check on Biz 


+ ee oes 





Mae West’s Husband’s 
Suit For $105,000 in L.A. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 13. 
Frank Wallace, vaude-nitery actor, 
identifying himself as Mae West’s 
husband, has filed a $105,000 suit 
against James Timony, actress’ busi- 
ness manager, and five ‘John Does,’ 


A ticket register 
the time the ducat is-sold and the 
use of a light beam to record the 
number of persons entering the thea- 
j tre are new methods under experi- 
ment in the effort of theatre op- 
erators to get a better check on 
business at the b.o. 

The new ticket machine is known 
- act as the Unicon and is being put out 
in superior court. by the General Register Corp. of 

Plaintiff alleges ‘a nationwide con-|New York. It is being installed in 
spiracy’ fostered by Timony and oth- | the Paramount, Peekskill, N. Y., this 
ers to prevent him from earning a/| week and shortly, according to 
livelihood in profession and to block | Ralph Budd, of Warner Bros., it will 
attempts te contact Miss West, be tried at the Strand, N. Y. 


Gadget from the new register au- 


which stamps 





time up to a total of five. Where 
two ducats are bought, they come 
out together, with ‘2’ stamped on 
the back, and where it is five bought 
in one bunch, the number on the re- 
verse side is then ‘5.’ This gives the 
ticket-taker a quick check on the 
number of ducats in the batch. Very 
often, it is claimed, when big crowds 
are being handled, under the pres- 
ent way of handling tickets, the man 
Twenty-six anti-trust actions in-|2t the door may let six people in on 
|five tickets by mistake. 


addi- | 
tion to the major Government suit, | Easily Tabbed 
Also, the tickets are in two colors, 


one-half of it white, and the center 


SUITS STILL 
PENDING 





volving the film industry, in 


are currently in the courts. Four of | 


the legal battles are suits brought 


|of the tickets lengthwise is pere 

by the U. S. Department of Justice, | forated for easy tearing. All ticke 
iside from the major one, and the ets now are torn in the center cross- 
nthers.are between indie theatres, | W'5°- The patron gets the white 
‘ ; ; y0rtion while the other half tort 
iffiliated circuits and distributors. | penton een goes into the 2 ag 
Three of the actions are now| Different colors are provided for 
awaiting decision. six are awaiting | different price changes, which with 
the time noted, gives the theatre a 


hearing on pending motions, two are 
a , ‘ : : |complete check as to business done 
awaiting the filing of pleadings, five 


and during what hours. Also, this 
are awaiting the taking of deposi-|enables the theatre to standardize 
tions and the others are in various!on ticket color according to price. 
stages, such as awaiting bills of par-| At opening of the theatre a ticket 


ticulars, filing of interrogatories, etc.|is stamped by the machine and at- 
are | tached to the boxoffice report, which 
Co.| With the circuits go to the home of- 
fice as a record of busi done. 
Other tickets are attached to the 
report on each hour, if desired; on 


Government suits pending 
Crescent Amus. 
& Katz in 
Co, in 
circuit in 


those involving 


in Tennessee, Balaban Ness 
Chicago, Griffith Amusement 
Schine 


Oklahoma, and 


New York ja price change and at closing. 
. : The Unicon machine is silent in 
Suits awaiting decision are West-| . , ‘s : 
nth .F . operation, fast and foolproof, it is 
way vs. 20th-Fox and others in| > + y eat 
Maryland, Qu Werann Me iclaimed by those who have investi- 
yland, emos VS. arne ros. & : 
i fe ss < i B ' gated it. The cost of the two-color 
a! ythers in New Jersey, anc at- ‘ 
gue pe hal a perforated tickets is a little more 
Ne J cng sees voy i bat 2 pecial paper is used that can’t 
i A Jerse +1 , 
, be counterfeited 
Other suits include Savannah vs. Applying the ‘pencil beam’ which 
Lucas & Jenk ns and othe rs in Geor- (Cc yntinu od yn page 10) 
’ | “ © ‘ ab5e® 
sia. Bridges vs. Interstate and others 


in Texas, Cassil vs 


‘ ‘¥ \ ri 
ythers in Missouri 


Paramount and 


the 


‘cots S95 ‘CHAN’ NAME DROPPED 
1 vs. Minnesota FROM VET FILM SERIES 


yn & Hartman vs. Minnesota Amus. | 
Co. and others in South Dakota, 395 | 

' 

Hollywood, Aug. 
| 


and Courter 


Jersey (all 


Amus. Co. vs. Randforce and others 
in New York, Follev vs. Randforce | 


13. 


and others in New York, Gorham vs. | 20th-Fox is dropping the Charlie 
Kurson and others Vermont, Pol- |Chan name from the titles of all 
a Pe : a 7 ig hag co future pictures based on the activi- 
- stat n oon a sp Bos. | ties of Sidney Toler as the Oriental 
— ; digs an “| detective. Thus passes, from tags at 

mm. United Exhibitors vs. 20th-Fox teast, the identification of Holly- 
and oO apts ivania; River | wood’s oldest surviving bread-and- 
Theatre Corp Skouras and others butter group 

1 New York, Whittaker vs. Vita-| Step is being taken at the sug- 
graph and othe in Utah, Apollo | gestion of Herman Wobber sales 
Amus. Co. \ Warners and others | manage! who believes the Chan 
in Indiana Rvers vs Murphy and neneniaions on the marquee is confu 
thers in Virginia, La Crosse The- ing to patrons. Wobber insists too 
ares Paramount in Wisconsin, many potential customers pass up 
and Shapiro vs. Warner Bros. and | : 


‘Charlie Chan in a Wax Museum’ 
because they are unable to differen- 
tiate between that and ‘Charlie Chan 


y9thers in Pennsylvania. 


‘ in Panama.” ‘Charlie Chan in New 
MONO’S SIESTA ENDS; York,’ recently completed, will be 
renamed. 


End of the Chan tag follows 
closely a similar deletion on the 
‘Cisco Kid’ series. 

Hollywood, Aug. 13. = Ps = 
resumes at Monogram | 
(Wed.) after a five-day | 


‘GYPSY’ GIVEN GUN: 


——— 


Pp 


Production 


. , 
Leeds Pilots ‘Vaquero 
h the start of ‘Gypsy Cava- Hollywood, Aug. 13. 
Gilbert Roland starrer di- Herbert I. Leeds has been signed 


rected by Alexis Thurn-Taxis. | by 20th-Fox to direct ‘Ride On, Va- 


tomorrow 
lull, wit 
lier,’ a 





Next dsy Paul Malvern rolls} quero,’ which Sam Engel is scripting 
‘Drums of the Desert,’ first of his| as the next Cisco Kid picture. 
seven pictures for Mono’s 1940-41 | with Sol 


program. 


Romero wil! 
producing. 


Cesar 


Wurtze! 


+. - 
Star 


ov eres 


eC 


§ 
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% PICTURE GROSSES | VARIETY Wednesday, August 14, 1910 


‘Boom Town's Sockeroo $48.50) | Boss Syracuse’ Nice No Squawks At S.F. Admish Boosts: 


$4,500 in Lincoln 


Leads L.A.; Money and Woman’ ocgaee.asy 3, Loy-Powell, 206, Ramparts’, 156, Big 





bas sas 











Mh, ‘Se im 
rom racuse,” at Lincoln, while 
N. $10, 500, ‘T B "p NAG: Snow v hite’ is still corralling its 
G 6 rown oor hare of the paying guests, especially : 
juves, at Varsity. H Too, 8, 500, San Francisco, Aug 3 
/M B sn’'t any too good, though caven A solid week of fine weather. pine 
~ > - 7 cooler weather is helping some. | Lofty in Montreal extra attractions at the Expo, failed 
; a ae Estimates for This Week to dent first-run gr s 1 
Los Angeles. Aug. 13 ‘Dea d . P d grosses thi veek, 
208 ANEees, AUS I reyuaice rou LinceIn ‘Paramount-Cooper) (1,- ; 
. ee age a * , le bearing out contention of Orpheun 
(Best Exploitation: State) an . a oO 503; 10-25-34-40)—‘Boys Syracuse his Aug. 13. | —s 
Loew's State and Grauman’s| $5,300 in | ort., re. «U). Heavy exploitation on this ‘All This, and Heaven Too’ .. | Hal Neidus that good pix draw and 
Chinese theatres are setting new} Portland, Ore., Aug. 13 one. Seems —— for comfortable shaping for a big gross and will | poor ones don’t, regardless. 
house records for take with solo run The Orpheum is closed tempor- $4, 500. Last week ented wail (20th ' easily top town currently. Balance | Price tilt at five first-runs. raising 
of ‘Boom Town Early openings at! .,j1. the Liberty’s showing second § wed down to $4,100, still profit- jj ediocre. A 
both houses and excellent exploita- enn oad an Adin doldrums seem to | able. ie ; ; | figures to even 35-40-50 levels. is be. 
tion is heading opus to terrific $48,- have hit the burg. Nebraska (Paramount-Cooper) (1,-) stimates for This Week jing accepted without comment tv 
236: 10-20-25)—Earthbound’ (20th)! Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 


500. or better. Paramount is picking a itn £ ove Came ; customers according to I 
up with a new top feature and hold- Back hy Ay t- ae which ap- and ‘Can't Fool Wife’ (RKO), split ‘Maryland’ (20th). Pacing fer fair | check by man : oe 
over of ‘McGinty’ and stage show. pears to be proving that the pi ublie With ‘Biscuit Eater’ (Par) and ‘Meet $5,500, Last week ‘Pride and Preju- Mae cortege 
a : Christian’ «RKO). Pretty dismal/dice’ (M-G), disappointment at Estimates for This Week 
Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 34-40-50)— 


‘Wind’ Fac + ae run at oe wants comedy, and ‘The Man I Mar- 
Carthay Circle (11), grabbing mid yieq’ which is doing well at 
i ~ . Talk’ ¢20th) and ‘Adventure Dia-| Capitol (CT) (2.700; 25-45-55)— ‘Heaven Too’ (WB). Bette-Bover 





the $1,600 ahead. Last week, ‘Wouldn't | $6,000 
$1700 in four days. Hawaii now has Paramount. 


the three-a-day field entirely to it- ‘South of Pago- Pago’ mo\ ed to the monds’ (Par), $2,500, good. ‘Great McGinty’ (Par) and ‘Ladies | | opus didn’t do so well as a rosa. 
self. Other houses hitting fair to wayfair. Stuart (Paramount-Cooper) (1,884; Live’ (Par). Mediocre $4.500. Last | show, but on regular run is expecied 
10-25-40) —Untamed’ (Par). Looks Week “Tom Brown’ (RKO) and ‘Pop |to hit $15,000. First time house hss 


good. file Estimates for This Week 
Several novel exploitation stunts | nage for disappointing $2,800. Last week, Pays’ (RKO). poor $4,000. j|had a single in some time. Lest 


were arranced by George Watters Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 35-40- ‘Love Back’ (WB), very nice $3,200.| Loew's cr) (2,800: 30-40-60)— | week, ‘Drive b ight’ y 

: 7 “ tag ; - ‘ " te — : ~are ‘ . 3 y Night (WB) end 

for ‘Boom Town, mostly = oe = qove Kae eee wont _ | Varsity (Noble-Federer) (1,017: 10- | ‘Heaven Too’ (WB). Clicking for |*Paces West’ (Rep), healthy $19 | 

of the downtown State. Ok , a ai oe é . , 90-25)—*Snow White’ (RKO). Edg- | | nifty $8,500. Last week. third re- eae on. as 

but | ting off to a good start and looks |< i f ‘N > M ’ M-G) Golden Gate (RKO) ( 850: 39-44) 

: $4,800. Last week, ‘Pago- ing toward fair $1,800 with help of | peat oO ew Con (M-G), pocr | _‘pamparts We Wat h’ (RK 

like good 7 ‘5°, other Disney shorts. Last week, $4,000. < . oo O) and 
©’ (2.300: 25-34-50) — | Major Bowes’ unit. Preparedness 


vantage 
peep-hole idea was revived, 
with new slant. Large downtown 





window, few blocks from theatre, Pago” (UA) and Rey Blood’ ‘Marri Py taet Princess (CT) 

% A tae sing : at. ontie 0, Married Adventure (Col) and ‘Es- ; s (C A : pie 

Teac w th age Vso thee?” Back Mayfair je Mayiair. een) (1,- , Strong- Jen! kins fig ht, okay $2,200, ae ek "Ss tae Pa $3,200. | | Pur sued Her’ ke : pun rec "‘' 
racy in their underclothes. ac ips hag sehr: TA sast week ‘Sandy Lady’ (U) anc ” 7 OY 

of the painted window, with arrows 500; 35-40-50) — Pago-Pago’ (UA) al le Alibi’ (U), good enough bit campaign but slumped to 


ointing to peep holes, was a blowup | and ‘Sporting Blood’ (M-G) (2d re 
Saietien the two nail ison in their wk). Moved seer ree Daal pe Orpheum (Ind) (1,100: 25-40-50)— Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 35-45-50) 
underelothing. Another stunt that’ and doing SVETARC PS iu) rene Our Town ’(UA) (2d wk). Possible —‘Daltons Rode’ (U) and ‘Blondie 

i > (Col). Looks 100, 


helped biz at the State was a break- | week, “Boys from Syracuse $2,000, after so-so $2,500 last week. | Servant for $15,600 





4 ° . | oh’ J » y cay } . ° : 

fast apening | ioe te picture, fg | o3000. Tough’ (U) (2d wk), okay | Cinema de Paris (France-Film) | big. Last (2d) stanza, ‘Syracuse’ «U 

the oe Bagel Poe i éey. : it thd Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) | oy het “Paradis Perdu’ (7th | and ‘Academy’ (Col), nice $7,200 
Gout time stunt has Pins, pulled in| (3.000; 35-40-50)—*Man I Married’ P o| fc ne a geod enough $800 | Paramount (F-WC) (2.740; 35-40- 
couple of years, Third stunt was the! (20th) and ‘Dr. Christian Meets hay ig by re aot a, 2.300: 25 '50)—‘Great McGinty’ (Par) and ‘Pier 
transforming of Chinese forecourt; Women’ (RKO). Winner at $4200. niaha lsay-Nord. Atlantique’ and “Mayer. |12, (20th). Customers going for this 
into a miniature oil field. | Last week, ‘Queen of Destiny ; ais i = oe antique’ roy ‘Mayer- ‘pair with fine $13,000 in view. Last 
i} | (RKO) and ‘Cross Country Ro- : : | ling. Can rec kon on $2,500, good |week, ‘Man Married’ (20th) sand 

Estimates for This Week | mance’ (RKO) didn’t do as well as Kansas City, Aug. 13. | enough, with $2,700 last week On | -yieartbeat’ (20th) average $9,506 
Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024; expected, fair $3,500. (Best Exploitation: Newman) Roman d'un Tricheur’ and ‘Route | m6 Seaneie (F-WC) 11 ae: “n.40 
40-55-75-85)—‘Boom Town’ (M-G).| United Artists (Parker) (1,000: 35-| (Cooler weather’ is changing the Imperiale. > 50)—Drive by Night’ ( WB) a d 








Hitting terrific pace, with gross up 40-50)—‘Pride and Prejudice’ (M-G) | tempo of theatre patronage a bit for ‘ ’ te : 
several hundred percent and husky! and ‘Gold Rush Maisie’ (M-G). Un- improved results. 7 | Fen chouhh eoutitnes Roses thle 


$22,000 the probable answer. Last’ expectedly good $5,300. Last week.| jWjidland. with ‘I Love You Again’ é i, len ay 
‘ ied? 24 ; “To0’ I se sir anor ete . ; 5S | $7,000, fine. Last week, ‘Gol 
week, ‘Man I Married’ (20ih)_ and | “Heaven Too’ (WB) closed third’ a, main feature, is getting the play ove fain st [Maisie (MG) and ‘Golden Gi ved 


‘Sailor’s Lady’ (20th), wea $7 »€ ice $3,000. , anatnn ated _ tie : 
: Rhee 0 > 30- man, with reissue of ‘Snow nite , amd (14 . 
G. ge Woman (WB) and ei and Disney festival of shorts, is get- | 7S sae Poet od re a a4 
anne 23000 — . _ Looks like | 6 ting a good play. Management of- | n e bd | Bow cae t pe $5,500 reer, ry we 
weak = $5,0( on the stanza. — sast fering cuffo soft drink with each ; ; | Bows out at $500 on second ween, 
week, ‘Drive Night’ (WB) and ‘Scat- : ? |Last week okay $9,000. Wednesday 
admission and matinee response Ba - 

| (14) sees world premiere of ‘Pastor 


terbrain’ (Rep) (2nd wk), excellent very good 
‘ey : |Hall’ (UA), which Jimmy Roosevelt 


69.000. _— ae = 
: ; _ The Man I] Married,’ at Esquire 
( -F-WC) | - 30-40- > ) 
Four Star (UA F-W¢ 900; 30-40 and Uptown, getting play similar to elssues air screened at press club Friday «: 
Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 35-40-50) 


5 )—Mort Storn M-G) (4th- : 
5 eeortal wey (M ath other anti-Nazi films of recent date | 





final wk). Windup stanza mild $2.800. AT : ‘Love Again’ (M-G) and ‘Mystery 

: ar wit $3.9 eceding Not outstanding. — Love gain (Mi-G) and “My: ery 

manor MPride ae Preiud Lacie ots G) | Orpheum reopens Thursday (15) , : , {Sea Raider’ (Par). Popular Powells 

replaces (14). * cea with ‘Ramparts We Watch.’ | Louisville, Aug. 13 <4 team should net house geen 
Hawaii (G&S) (1.100: 83c; $1.10; iia a Estimates for This Week ‘Love You Again,’ dualed with $20,000. Last week (3a) Pride 
; 7 ; - =e $ b] . ; . ’ . QO | Prejudice’ «M-G) and ‘Ladies Live 

$1.65)—‘Gone’ (M-G). First Holly-| | Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- Out West With Peppers’ at Loew’s | (WB), okay $7,500 

wood blvd. run of the Selznick opus | Tae west) (820 and 2,043: 10-28-44) State, is the combo garnerin | : nla 

excellent $3,500, despite long runs at | ‘Man I Married’ (20th). Opened °f the coin this week. With ha rdly | 


Carthey Circle and United Artists. Omaha, Aug. 13. Saturday (10). Like other Nazi- | 2"Y Opposish to speak of, the Powell-_ 
Hollywood (WB) (2.756; 30-40-55)| Omaha is going for Sammy Kaye's | theme pictures here recently, get- Loy pic has everything it's own way. 
—‘Money Woman’ (WB) and ‘Girl| ‘So You Want to Lead a Band?’ idea | ting fair play at $6,000. Last week, | Strand is finding the going better 


e. . ae C rey : ant 5 a 3 = +} » iwale ‘ . : 
God’s Country’ (Rep). Will get only| jin such numbers at the Orpheum | ‘Boys Syracuse’ (U), cut up same A “ 17 a a Oe 
‘Awfu ‘ruth, 


} 
$5.500, weak. Last week. second | that a terrific $22,000 is in prospect | figure. | 
— ‘Ride 4 _— a ta and | for the week. Opening night, Friday | Midland ‘«Loew’s) (4,101; 10-28-44) Estimates for This Week | 
atvterDrain ‘nep?, good si . 0 fawe’s rj ‘Y rew cocialites | ‘ Pies sain’ . is o 
: fo 200 30-40-55) (9), Kaye’s invitation drew socialites, Love You ; Again’ (M-G) and Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) | , 


Orpheum (B'way ) big shots of the tewn and jitterbugs | ‘Florian’ ‘M-G), Powell-Loy team (1,000; 15-30-40)—"Pride Prejudice 











= Carolina Moon (Rep) (Ist run) to the platform. Among civic lead- | strong boxoffice medicine, with $1ll.- | (M-G) Militg Academy’ (C 
and Pepvers Out West’ (Col) (2nd/| ers who swung Kaye's baton were! 500 in sight Last week. ‘Pride Af ‘thes he ron ! mney 7 cademy Col) 
run). with stage show Looks like| w. C. Fraser. president of the Cham- Prejudice’ (M-G) om We = at . mi ove r from Loew's State, 
comfortable $7.700. Last week, sec- | per of Commerce Will Johnson, Young’ (M-G) ll $11.000 _s aacatiog an at hg Roe ee y Rg e : 
Tenknet tent (2.819: 30-40-55) — telephone _ chief and Community | Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- ‘Daltons Rode’ (U) ‘and ‘Hold Wo- 
i . 4: ! Chest head; C. T. Moore, Union Pa- | 98-44)—‘Sno White’ (RKO nd.man’ (Pr 2 @] air 7 
‘Tom Brown’ (RKO) and ‘Married | cific Railread attorney, and others. | Djcn Snow — \aav? ane oe rod. Rel , fair $1,700. a ” 
Adventure’ (Col). Lack of exploita-| Pie is ‘My Love Car me B: Y Kk.’ wail Fem festival = Snare. BREN Cus ey wew) £1,200; 15-25) | ! 
tion and only ordinary billing keep- ‘Ramparts We Watch’ and ‘You tomes Richy free pop with admission, | ~ “TYE gage plit ‘with and ‘Adventuress Indianapotis, Aug. 1% ; 
ing this pair down to $4,500 on six-! Cant Fool Your Wife” at Brandeis. | 7. ... ee making matinee play ‘<¥ plit with ‘Turnabout’ (UA) (Best Exploitation: Leew's 
day week. Last week, ‘Daltons| are fair. heavy; $6,600, satisfactory. Last | and ‘Ea tnbound (20th). Pulling] Yoew’s is making the biggest noise 
Rode’ (%) (2d wk.) and ‘Blondie " Estimates for This Week week, “Great McGinty’ (Par), behind | Dice | biz rom downtown shoppers! in the downtown sector this week 
Servant’ (Col). okay $7.700 Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 10-40- special campaign, got $5,800, good aa engtn oF air-conaitioning, new | with ‘Boom Town’ headed for an 
4 Paramount (Par) (3.595: 30-40-55- | 55)—‘Love Back’ (WB) and Sammy | £°%,¢™s low budgeter. s€ats and general stress laid On COM= | time boxoffice record. Heiped by 
Pie, 75) — ‘Mvstery Sea Raider’ (Par)! Kaye's orch Terrific $22,000 in _ Tower _(Joffee) (2,110; 10-30) 7 and coolness. Okay $1,500 prob- prices upped a nickel in the after- 
with holdover ‘Great Mi Ginty’ sight. yee 4 (10- 95-40) ‘owe ‘Sailor's Lady’ (20th) and vaude. ab’ © Last ween, ‘Favorite Wife’! noon and a dime at night ar a lays 
F (Par) and stage show. House ex-! Syracuse’ (U) and ‘Sanc ty Lady’ (Uy, | Bettering usual take for this type (RKO) and “Dark Com nand’ (Rep). | ing the pic asa single feature tc get 
perimenting by holding over ‘Mc-| $9.800 ‘ bill at $6,500. Last week, ‘Love, Spite with Those Days’ (Par) and the turnover, house’ S loaded 10 Ca- 
Ginty’ and stage show and adding| Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1.500: 10- Honor’ (U), with Clyde McCoy orch, Dr. Cy clops (Par), good $1,600 pacity at every performance with - 
‘Sea Raider’ as top feature, with | 25-35-40) —- ‘Ramparts’ (RKO) and , 2'8 $9,000 anncew’s State (Loew's) (3.100; 15-| second and possibly a third week Jy. 
outlook satisfactory $14,000. Last|‘Can’t Fool Wife’ (RKO). Close to Ss 30-40 )— “Love You \gain’ (M-G) and sight salah ace 
week, ‘McGinty’ (Par) solo and $6000. fair. Last week, ‘Drive ‘ — eo Ri, Peppers’ (Col), |” ‘Indiana is doing okay at nights 
juve revue on stage. mild $12 500. Night’? (WB) and ‘Pop Pays’ (RKO), HEAVEN T00’ 25, 000, tg sage nal ifesting plenty of inter- eit Gennes de Sid ies te. ateranol 
RKO (RKO) (2 872: 30-40-55 )— secend week, good $5,800 Bs * ae sey Loy Powell pic, Will grab for ‘The Driv b Night’ and ‘} 
‘Tom Brown’ (RKO) and ‘Married see ieeetesy” on 2. and like! — in town currently, Always been? Cinrle e ae <p 
see we: } Tg aero ogg age : ; ‘ nd likely © ton ;: < © vs J Se aa : 
on gage ered yen the yrs Dal. be — in le Lea’ Gee) (M-G ) and GREAT IN BROOKLYN at this hot a th + eine » Should with “Man Who Talked Toc Much 
ton Rode’ (U) with ‘Blondie Servant’ yg ge min Sagging 7 hit fine $9,000 Last week, ‘Prid and My Love Came Back ot bbe 
? ndie Servant’ | $6,800, fair. Last week ‘Pago’ (UA) >, ore . ce | has the red ink out with ‘Sunny S'« 
(Col). big $9.800. tonoving first week's and ‘Private A ffa rs’ (20th ) nice Brooklyn Aug 13 Prejudice (M-G) and ‘M litary U A tom ; i > ‘ , Du n « 7 
take by around $600 $9.000 Affairs 20th), ni Two strongest attractions in town Academy’ (Col). came through with ll —g a eee | 
State (Loew-F-WC) (2414: 40-55- Town (Goldberg) (1.500: 10-20-25) 2%e ‘All This and Heaven Too’ and satisfactory $6,000 to top town and enn iat 2 amines 
75-85)—‘Boom Town’ (M-G). Set-|— ‘Private Law’ (RKO). “Tear Gas | C@valcade of Academy Awards,’ at ™Oveover win ao ith ee 
tine new house separdon ‘eke timen Senet (OY ens oR. é owen Paramount, ‘They Drive by Night’ _Marvy Anderson (Libson) 1.000: by hae tleups in. ne apap. | 
pre-depression days with terrific} (RKO) triple, split three ways w th and ‘Scattes brain,’ at Fox. 15-30-40) Love Came Back’ «WB) - ind a owe H _—— ee ye r 
$26.500 the outlook. Solo billing ‘House 7 Gables’ (U). ‘Bl nd Alibi’ Loew's Metropolitan is holding (2d wk) Holding on for additional] Cl: lett . lowing edy LaMa mocaiic 
and increased admissions are re-| (RKO) and ‘Golden Trail’ (Mono) | ‘New Moon’ second week to fair re- Seve" days, but traffic is light at st a ees intra —* 
sponsible. Last week. ‘Man Mar-! and ‘Raffles’ (UA) and ‘Oh Johnny’ sults, ; wee Se 900. First week only $2,800. pes in 70 Ste aoe Stee ‘ent a 
ried’ (20th) and ‘Sailor's Lady’/(U). Good $1. 400 inane a i =" eens. Estimates for This Week = Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3.400: 15- peek omy ed Standard a wee 
(20*h), poor $8.490 ‘Girl 313’ 20th). ‘So co | Pet owes Albee (RKO) (3,274; 25-35-50) 30-40 ) Man Married’ (20th) and ign + Fenreen —— — P- 
United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2.100:| (20th) and ‘Cade Cactus’ tCay) | ‘Man Married’. (20th)’ and ‘Lucky | ‘Girl Avenue A’ (20th). Pacing for | ;¢™mue radius of town, and 104 
30-40-55)—‘Man Married’ (20th) and! split three ways v th ‘Wild tt. a Cisco Kid’ (20ih), Uneventful $13,- | Siow $5.000. Last week, ‘Boys Syra- eralds in Liberty Magazine 
*Sailor’s Lady’ (20th), dual. Clien- lange’ (Mono). “Joy % iving’ (RKO) 500. Last week, ‘Queen Destiny’ cuse (U) and ‘Millionaires Prison’ | Estimates for This Week j 
tele evidently hasn't gotten wise to and ‘Secret Valley’ (Cap) and ‘Lane ‘RKO) and ‘Dr, Christian Women’ | (RKO), below expectations at $5.500.| Cirele (RKO-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
(RKO), mild $15,000. | ane erand (Fourth Avenue) (1.400; 15- | 40)—Man Talked’ (WB) and ‘Love 


policv shift and outlook is for dis-| ady’ (C nd ‘Lilli 
mal $1.100 on moveover. Last Hn soit’ (Gees eee — $1300. = Fox (Fabian) (4,089; 25-35-50) — | 30-40)—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) and! Back’ (WB). Fair $6,000. Last week 
finel eight days of ‘Gone’ (M-G)| Abend . anaes - Dus See (Gold | ‘Drive by Night’ (WB) and ‘Scat- ‘Awful Truth’ (Col). Reverting to | ‘Maryland’ (20th) and ‘Sailor's Lady” 
(6th wk of return run). fair $3.500.! berg) (950-600-300: 95 90 Mul >| terbrain’ (Rep), Strong $22,000. | Teissues for a week. Getting fair | (20th), second week fair $4,500. 
Wilshire (F-WC) (2.296: 30-40-55) | (M-G) and ‘Raffles’ (UA). split wd Last week. ‘Untamed’ (Par) and ‘Not , $3,000, which is much better than last| Indiana (Katz-Doile) (3 100; 25- 
—Men Married’ (0th) and ‘Sailor's | ‘Saturday's ahora” we a Tough’ awe), erin $15,000. | _ om Sens brain’ (Rep) and|30-40)—Drive Night’ (W B) and ‘Pof 
‘ , ye ate Pee > : 4 I ) J * athe —z s Jest’ 4 ic . ) 4 
Lady’ (20th). vill be lucky to} ‘Girls Broadway’ (M-G). Will run | ‘New Mean? <M-G) a, ‘ieattine aanene head $2,000. ee oe er ta Esai i ar’ oe re Pri 
. ati i" 





reach dismal $2.800 on moveover.| around $1,000. Last week ‘21 davs’ | é 
- . ‘ Raia?  « gd eh 5 s - ays | Ble x ; ¢ 2 Sie stedeene i. ee eee : * oat 5 
Snorting Blond” (MG) weak $3,800 | Col.and ‘Edison Man’ (M-G), split | 000. ‘Last week, good $17.000- © a vate Affairs’ (U), okay for reopen- 
porting B M-G), weak $3,800. | with ‘Saps Sea’ (UA), ‘One Beauti-| Paramount (Pivion)’ (4126; 25-35- | Bell ‘Ellery’ Mi oew's (Loew's) (400: 31°40-54 | 
he (M-G), $1,100, fair. 50)—‘Heaven Too’ (WB) and “Caval- | amy as ery ; Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400: 31-40-54 }— f 

ANTHONY MOVES TO PAR |-29 Mole Tene Mee; 10;20-25)— | cade’ (WB). Excellent $25,000, Last | Meltyoeed, Aug. 16 lgmme, oF eee met Deans 

<0 ule Team’ (M-G) and ‘Two week, ‘Love Back’ (WB) and Ralph Bellam ts th Pe | history of house with terrific $18.50¢ 

Hollywood, Aug. 13. | Girls Broadway’ (M-G), split with | ‘Doomed Die’ (Mono), dull $14,500. in the ‘Ellery y gets the title role} Last week, ‘Pride Prejudice’ ‘M-G) 

Stuart Anthony has been signed by | ‘Women War’ (ep) and ‘Wagons | Strand «WB) (2, 870; 25-35- 40) = tective yi “_ ig phe ab! an! | os $7,700. ane i lid ial 

a Ss 1 y 


Paramount to develo | Westward’ (Rep). Expect to wind | ‘Leon; 
ramount to velop an origina be with good $1,700. Last week ‘My | Leonard Men| (Select) and ‘One| Larry Darmour for Columbia re-| | Lyric (Lyric) (1,900; 25-36-40)-- 


screenp! I e, rift- 5 1 ; 

eb ? ay around the titl ‘Drift | sant pa Ny = ke yom Man’ (M-G), | Last week. ‘Gir Is Road’ <Col) and | | lease. a, (Rep) ey or 

od. split with ‘Grand Opry’ (Rep) and | ‘Mysterious Mr. ’eder’ First of the series. ‘ leek ee et eee, aod 

Jack Moss will produce. | ‘One Beautiful’ (M-G), slow $1,500. | dull $4,000, . A ree | Body ‘ rolls rs hong in , M coil ing We ! rom fi ae hg Ss ln 
Y> S @ariy in - nber, unzafire’ on stage, fair $7,80U. 
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Chi Perks, Heaven's’ 2d With Martin 
Good $34,000, ‘Ramparts’ Fair 96, 
Names Hypo ‘Gambling’ to $21,700 





Chicago, Aug. 13. 
(Best Exploitation: Palace) 


Business is generally good, excep- | 


tion is the Palace, which did extra 
advertising on ‘Ramparts We Watch,’ 


even giving the hours the picture | 


starts (a ‘first’ for q major theatre 
in ioop), yet is getting a disappoint- 
ing gross at fair $9,000. : 

Topping the list in comparative 
business will probably be the Orien- 
eal.which has a jitterbug-appeal lay- 
out on stage and ‘Gambling On the 
High Seas.’ Extra shows are being 
done at Chicago with ‘All This, and 
Heaven Too,’ in second week, and 
Tony Martin on stage. ; 

Apollo will have one of its better 
weeks due to the Walt Disney Festi- 
val (four shorts and ‘Snow White’) 
billed over ‘We Who Are Young. 
State-Lake will hop up with ‘Phan- 
tom Raiders’ bolstered by Count 
Basie’s orch on stage. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Snow White’ (RKO), Disney prize- 
winning shorts and ‘We Are Young’ 
(M-G). House is splurging on the 
Disney lineup .and looks to take 
around $5,600, good. Last week, ‘Our 
Town’ (UA), discouraging $3,600. 

Chieage (B&K), 
75)—'Heaven Too (WB) (2d wk) and 
Tony Martin on stage. Will drop to 
around $34,000, profitable, as against 
last week’s $42,000, when Gene 
Krupa band was coupled with pic- 
ture. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—'Way of Flesh’ (Par). No exploita- 
tion done on picture and little busi- 
ness expected; around $3,900. Last 


opeck. ‘Maryland’ (20th), poor $4,000. | 


’ Oriental (Jones) (3.200: 28-44)— 


‘Gambling High Seas’ (WB) and 
vaude topped by Eddie Howard, | 


Jackie Coogan and Carol Hughes. 
Cashiers are working full time at this 
house. Expect to get swell $21,700. 
Last week, ‘Adventuress’ (20th) and 
Sammy Kaye's orch, fine $18,200. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66 )— 
‘Ramparts We Watch’ (RKO) and 
‘Cross Country Romance’ (RKO). 
Lots of publicity given ‘Ramparts,’ 
but only fair $9,000 in sight. Last 
week. ‘When Daltons Rode’ (U) and 
‘Private Affairs’ (U), with bang-up 
exploitation as an opening-of-house 
bill, got good $13,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500: 35-55-65- 
75)—Drive By Night’ (WB). Get- 
ting bigger play than was expected. 
Should do around $14,500. Last 
week, ‘Pago’ (UA, drew good $5,600 
in second week at house. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 28-44)— 
‘Phantom Raiders’ (M-G) and Count 
Basie orch on stage. Will get good 
$15,300. Last week, ‘Wagons West- 
ward’ (Rep) and Bowery unit, fine 
$18,000 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700: 
$5-55-65-75)—‘Pride and Prejudice’ 
(M-G:) (2d wk). Good $9,800, after 
bright $13,700 in firsi. 

Woods (Fssaness) (1,200; 75-$1.10- 
$1.65)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (29th wk). Still 
going and, although ‘last few days’ 


y 
> 


sign has been up six weeks, it'll 
probably last the month out This 
week about the same as last, $5,400. 


BOOM TOWN 
BiG 196, CINCY 


Cincinnati, Aug. 13. 
Sensational hot-weather take of 
‘Boom Town’ is upping combined 
Zross of major houses to a lofty gain 
Over last week. It’s a cinch for first- 
run tenancy at the Capitol for four 
or five weeks. Only b.o. drawback 
currently is limited capacity and 
running time of pic, which received 
dandy reviews, a 
Down under this week are ‘Ram- 


Darts We Watch,’ at Albee, and 
‘Man I Married,’ at Palace. Encore 
1 ‘Snow White’ at the Lyric is on 


the nice side. 

Estimates fer This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,300; 39-47)— 
Ramparts We Watch’ (RKO), Looks 
like sad $7,000. Last week, ‘Pride 
Prejudice’ (M-G), big $14,000. 


_vapitel (RKO) (2,000; 42-60)— 
. Boom Town’ (M-G). Test-dating 
at advance scale. Nifty notices. 


Pull of stars retarded only by long 
running time of pic and theatre's 
Capacity. Zooming summer $19,000 


igure. Will hold for several weeks. 
Last week, ‘Love Back’ (WB) (2d 
Tun), at regular 39-47-cent scale, 
fair $4,000, 

_ family (RKO) (1,000; 15-28)— 
Girl Room 313’ (20th) and ‘La 
Conga Nights’ (U), split with 


‘Doomed Die’ 
Moon’ (Rep). Seasonal $1,900. Same 
_ week on ‘Lucky Cisco Kid’ 
“Uth) and ‘Girls of Road’ (Col), di- 


(4.000: 35-55-65-_ 


(Mono) and ‘Carolina | 





| vided with ‘Haunted House’ (Mono) 
| and ‘Hold Woman’ (Prod). 

Keith’s (Libson) 
‘Pride Prejudice’ (M-G). Moveover 
from Albee for second week. Fair 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Turnabout’ 
(UA), okay $5,000. 

Lyrie (RKO) (1,400; 39-47)- 
| White’ (RKO). Disney 
nice $4,500. Last week, 
Men’ (Select), poor $3,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600: 39-47)— 
‘Man Married’ (20th). Slow $8,000. 
Last week, ‘Daltons Rode’ (U), fairly 
good $9,000. 


‘Snow 
revival to 
‘Leopard 


GARSON-OLIVIER 
BIG $16.00) 
IN PITT 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 13, 
(Best Exploitation: Penn) 





the fittest are surviving. 
change, too, the public agrees with 
the crix, and two flickers for whieh 


they beat the drums are the only | 


| Ones getting anywhere at all. ‘Pride 


and Prejudice’ is going great guns 


(1,500; 39-47)— 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Aug. 15 

Aster—Gone With the Wind’ 
(M-G) (35th wk.). 

Capitel—I Love You 
(M-G) 

(Reviewed in Variety, Aug. 7) 

Criterion—Three Faces West’ 
(Rep) (17). 

Globe—The Ghost 
(Mono) (17). 

Music Hall—‘Pride and Preju- 
dice’ (M-G) (2d wk.). 

Paramount—-‘The Great 
Ginty’ (Par) (14). 

(Reviewed in Variety, July 24) 

Reoxy— Return of Frank 
James’ (20th) (2d wk.). 

Strand—‘The Sea Hawk’ (WB) 
(2d wk.). 

Week of Aug. 22 

Astor—Gone With the Wind’ 
(M-G) (36th wk.). 

Capitel—[ Love You 
(M-G) (2d wk.). 

Glebe— River's End’ (WB) 
(24). 

Music Hall—‘Ranmarts 
Watch’ (RKO). 


(Reviewed in Variety, July 24) 


Again’ 


Creeps’ 


Me- 


Again’ 


We 


Paramount—The Great Mce- 
Ginty’ (Par) (2d wk.). 
Rialto—‘Golden Gloves’ (Par) 


(23). 

Rivoli—Foreign Correspon- 
dent’ (UA) (27), 

Roxy— Young People’ 
(23). 

Strand—‘The Sea Hawk’ (WB) 
(3d wk.). 


(20th) 








(Par). Poor 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Great McGinty’ 
(Par), okay $6,000 in second week. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40) — 
‘Pago-Pago’ (UA) and ‘Ladies Live’ 
(WB). Good $9,000. Last week, 


| at Penn and looks like a cinch to! ‘Drive by Night’ (WB) and ‘Slightly 


hold somewhere downtown, and Al- 


vin is getting its best session of sum- 
mer since ‘Lil Russell’ with ‘Man I 


Married.’ 
Elsewhere, it’s a rout. 


‘Pride and Prejudice’ 


displays, also spotting radio plugs 
near upper-crust programs, at the) 


same time inviting the masses with | 


ads when 
‘Mrs. 
band.’ 
Estimates for This Week 
Alvin (Harris) 
‘Man Married’ 


heralding what 
Chips Meets 


happens 
Rebecca’s 


(20th). Got great 


sendoff from crix, who called it bet- 
propaganda 
Looks 
close to $6,000, first-rate summer biz | 


Bernie, Scandals 


of anti-Nazi 
Storm’ (M-G). 


ter 
than 


piece 
‘Mortal 


here. Last week, ‘Snow White’ in 
Walt Disney Festival (RKO), fine 
$5,200. 


Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) | 
Exploita- | 
tion picture got pretty good open- 


—TLeopard Men’ (Select). 


ing on strength of heavy campaign 


but fell off to nothing after that and | 
six | 
Will be lucky to grab $2,100, | 
Last week, ‘Daltons Rode’ (U) | 


comes out tonight (13) after 
days, 
poor. 
in five days of second week, around 
$2,400 on heels of $4,600 getaway. 
Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 
| 50)—‘Pride Prejudice’ (M-G). A 
natural for all strata, with 
and Garson to bring 'em in. Pres- 


ent pace indicates something pretty 


close to $16,000, which makes it a 
i *‘Pago- 


cinch for h.o. Last week, 
Pago’ (UA), way out of the money 
at $8,200 

Ritz (WB) (800: 25-40)—‘All 
(Par) and ‘We Are Young’ 
Won't get better 
the worst week's small-seater 
Last week, ‘Andy Hardy’ 
fine $3,300 after two previous 
stanzas at Penn. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600: 
‘Safari’ (Par). A weakie at 
$6.300, worst week house has 
since switching from combo 
to straight pix. Last week, 
by Night’ (WB), a. b.o. 
$14,500. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 
‘Drive by Night’ (WB). 
from Stanley and still in the 
Better than $5.000 looked for 
week, *Tom Brown’ (RKO) 
‘Sporting 3100d’' (M-G), better 


$4500 


25-35-50) 


25-35-50) 


coin 
Last 
and 
tnan 


average 


‘PREJUDICE’ -‘MAISIE’ 


OK $10,000 IN DENVER 


Denver, Aug. 13. 

‘Pride and Prejudice’ and ‘Gold 
Rush Maisie,’ at the Orpheum, 
turning in the best gross currently. 

‘South of Pago-Pago’ and 
Must Lives,’ at the Denver, are run- 
ning second. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40) — 
‘Drive by Night’ (WB), after week 
at Denver. Good $4,000. Last week, 
‘Our Town’ (UA), after 
Denver, was fair at $3,500. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40) 

‘Ramparts We Waich’ (RKO) and 
‘Pop Pays’ (RKO), after 
Orpheum. Fair $2,500. 
‘Heaven Too’ (WB), 
after week at each 
Aladdin and Rialto. 

Denham (Cockrill) 


nice 
the 


Penn tied up the class trade for 
with book- 
stall and department store window 


| ‘Daltons 


Hus- 


(1,850; 25-35-50)— 


25-35- 


Olivier 


Flesh’ 
(M-G). 
than $1,200. one of 
has 
had since going first-run in January. 
(M-G), 
big 


around 
had 
policy 
*Di iv e 
lulu at 


Moy ed here 


are 


‘Ladies 


week at 


week at 
Last week, 

$3,000, 
Denver, 


(1,150; 25-35- 


Tempted’ (U), good $10,500. 


| 


5 Bway Combo Houses Get It All: 
‘Pride’ Sock $100,000, ‘Hawk’-Spitalny 
~ Big 506, ‘James 356, Joan-Holtz 256 


(Best Exploitation: Strand) 
Broadway's five stage-show houses 
are getting the lion’s share of the 
business this week. Two of them, 
the Music Hall and Strand, are rid- 
ing high for smash takings. Week- 
end was generally strong, with im- 


provement reported shown also in 
the neighborhoods. 
‘Pride and Prejudice’ is socking: 


through for a gate of $100,000 at the 
Hall, where it teed off with a bang 
Thursday (8). A remarkably steady 
trade, with Monday (12) being as 
good as the opening day, is recorded. 


The Strand is packing ’em in like | 


July 4 at Coney Island, the 2,767- 
seater finding it difficult to handle 
the crowds. Lack of inner lobby 
space makes it tougher for this 
house to get ’em off the street than 
for the other combination theatres. 
‘Sea Hawk,’ current with Phil Spi- 


| talny on the rostrum, was previewed 


| 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) | 


—‘Pride Prejudice’ (M-G) and ‘Gold 
Rush Maisie’ (M-G). Nice $10,000. 
Last week, ‘Ramparts We Watch’ 


| (RKO) and ‘Pop Pays’ (RKO), fair 


$8,000. 


Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— = 


Rode’ (U) and ‘Pier 13’ 
(20th). Nice $4,500. Last week, 
‘Phantom Raiders’ (M-G) and ‘Mili- 
tary Academy’ (Col), good $4,000. 
Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40) — ‘Our 
Town’ (UA), after week at each the 
Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Passport 
to Aicatraz’ (Coli). Fair $1,700, Last 
week, ‘Maryland’ (20th), after week 
at each the Denver and Aladdin, and 
‘Last Alarm’ (Mono), good $2,500. 





Fach Big $15,000 


In Hot Buffalo 


a 


Buffalo, Aug. 13. 
Mark up the current canto as one 
for the book in Buffalo b.o. annals. 
Although the mercury is pushing off 
the top of the tube, the present mid- 


August stage and screen offerings 
are as powerful and keenly com- 
petitive as at the height of the sea- 
son. Downtown wickets are ex- 


periencing feverish activity and the 
frame will see some of the markers 
running up into well-rounded fig- 
ures 

Both Ben Bernie, at the Buffalo. 
and George White’s ‘Scandals.’ at 
the 20th Century, are spurting along 
neck and neck for tall tallies. ut 
even with these milking the town’s 
amusement coin there is plenty left 


for ‘Drive by Night,’ which is rid- 
ing to a fine gross at the Lakes, and 
‘Boys from Syracuse,” dandy at 


Lafayette 
Fstimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Shea) (3,500: 35-40-60) 
‘We Are Young’ (M-G). with Ben 
Bernie arch, Henry Armetta 
tage. Showing plenty of pow 
iil hole out swell $15,000. o1 
Last week, ‘Pride Prejudice 

$12,500, okay. 
Great Lakes 
‘Drive Night’ 


on 
ana 
Hnette 
(M-G), 
(Shea? (3,000: 35-55) 
(WB) and ‘Golden 
Gloves’ (Par). Should trap hefty 
312.000 Last week, ‘Heaven Too’ 
(WB) (2d run), pretty fancy second 
unwinding at $6,500 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100: 30-45)—‘Man 
Married’ (20th) and ‘Girl Avenue A’ 
(20th). Only light $5,000 in sight. 
Last week, ‘Hell Below’ (M-G) and 
‘Western Stars’ (Par), $5.300, n.g 

Lafayette (Hayman? (3,300; 30-40) 
—Bovs Syracuse’ (U) and ‘Love, 
Honor’ (U). Developing power and 
will hit neat $7,000. Last week, 
‘Daltons Rode’ (U) and ‘Ma’ (U), 
over $6,000, nice. 

20th Century (Dipson-Basil) (3.,- 
000; 30-40) — ‘Beyond Tomorrow’ 
(RKO), and George White's ‘Scan- 
dals’ on stage. Answer to a man- 
ager’s summer prayer. Should sew 
up $15,000 or better, great. Last 
week, ‘Scatterbrain’ (Rep) and 
‘Crazy Show of 1940’ on stage, good 
$11,909. 


' 


Thursday night (8), final day of the 
prior show, and it was necessary at 
»one time to stop selling tickets. 

It looks like $50,000 with ‘Hawk’ 
and the Spitalny show, might 
grossing for early in August. Hold- 
over begins Friday (16), while sec- 
ond week for ‘Pride’ starts tomor- 
row (Thurs.). 


‘Return of Frank James,’ with a 


They're shopping again, and only | 49)—‘Mystery Sea Rider’ (Par) and Stage unit at the Roxy; ‘Susan and 
For a| ‘Love Me Tonight’ God 


(2d run) and vaude at the 
State; and the second final week of 
‘Boys from Syracuse’ at the Par, 
are the other combination stands 
collecting the dough. 

‘James’ will get about $35,000, all 
right, 
-Lou Holtz and Diosa Costello in per- 
son, should hit approximately $25,- 


j 
| 
| 


ing tomorrow night (Thurs.), should 
add them up to $50,000. On only five 


weeks since October, 1938, when 
policy went in, has the gross ex- 
ceeded this amount, and but one of 
them was in summer weather. Be- 
gins holdover Friday (16). Last 
week, second for ‘They Drive By 
Night’ (WB) and George Raft in 
person, plus Will Osborne, a very 
strong finish brought the take to 
$38,000, excellent, following first 
seven days’ $48,000. 


‘SYRACUSE’ FINE 
$24,000 IN TWO 
BALTO SPOTS 


Baltimore, Aug. 13. 

Considerable improvement noted 
all around here, with nice product 
lineup and favorable weather con- 
tributing factors. Out front is ‘The 
Boys from Syracuse,’ combined in 
day-and-date booking at the combo 
Hipp and Keith’s, two indies. Given 
an exceptionally strong advance 


| ballyhoo stressing tradition-breaking 


while the State, which has, 
| been 


000. Par wound up its second week | 
with ‘Syracuse,’ plus Xavier Cugat, | 


Allan Jones, Irene Hervey, Ray 
Bolger, last night (Tues.), at $37,500, 
very nice, 

Warner Bros., long at work ex- 
ploiting ‘Sea Hawk,’ and the Strand 
in handling the current engagement, 
have done a sweet job on the pic- 
ture, which is being reflected at the 
boxoffice. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 75-85-$1.10-$1.65 
$2.20) )—‘Gone’ (M-G) (35th week). 
Christmas is coming, but this pic- 
ture isn’t going yet: last week (34th) 
the gross shot up $600 to $9,400, as 
compared with $8,800 the prior 
| stanza. 

Capitol (4,520; 25-40-55-75-$1.10- 
$1.25)—‘Hardy Meets Deb’ (M-G) 

| (2d-final week). Away off on hold- 


| 28-44)—‘Love Again’ (M-G). 


over to less than $15,000, mediocre. | 


| First week came close to $25,000, o.k. 

though under hopes. ‘I Love You 
Again’ (M-G) due tomorrow (Thurs- 
day). 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55-65)— 
‘Snow White’ (RKO-Disney), plus 
four Disney shorts (3d-final week). 
Looks around $7,000 on the windup, 
after getting $10,500 last week (2d) 
and nearly $15,000 the first for nice 
chunk of black. 


Globe (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘Secret 
Seven’ (Col). Another meller that’s 
not so sweller, this side of $4,000 
Last week ‘Military Academy’ (Col), 
ynly $3,500 

Palace (1,700: 25-35-55)—'My Love 
Came Back’ (WB) (2d run> and 
‘Pier 13’ (20th) (1st run), doubled 
Maybe $7,000, mild. Last week 
‘Maryland’ (20th) (2d run) and ‘Dr 
Christian’ (RKO) (lst run), $6,100. 
poor, 

Paramount (3.664: 25-25-55-88-99) 

Great McGinty’ (Par) and Cab 


Calloway open 


(Wednesday }. 


this morning 
‘Syracuse’ (U) and a 


stage bill consisting of Xavier 
Cugat. Allan Jones, Irene Hervey 
and Ray Bolger, had two excellent 
weeks here, the final trip being 
$37.500 First week was $50,000, 
swell net for both U and the thea- 
+ 


Radio City Music Hall (5,980: 40 


§0-84-99-$1 65) Pride and Preju 
lice’ (M-G) and stage show One 
of the best summer weeks ever here 

I} go ito the records currently: 

| be $100.000 or thereabouts: 

lds ove; of ourse Last week 
Pago Pago’ (UA), nese dived to 
$50.000 

Rialto (750: 25-40-55)—‘Karanga’ 
(lJ) Not » hot. about $5.000 Last 

‘ek, ‘Prison Camp’ (Col), only 
$4.700 

ROxy (5.836: 25-40-55-75)—‘Frank 


James’ (20th) and stage show. Com- 
petition from Hall and Strand par- 
ticularly strong and no doubt hold- 
ing gross down somewhat; however, 
at $35000 satisfactory and _ holds 
over. Last week. ‘Man I Married’ 
(20th), over $30,000 

State (3.450; 35-55-75)—‘Susan and 
God’ (M-G) (24 run) and, heading 
vaude layout, Lou Holtz and Diosa 
Costello. A vast improvement is be- 
ing shown this week: around $25,- 
000, fine. Last week, ‘Mortal Storm’ 
(M-G) (2d run) and Harry Richman, 
$18.009, mildish. 

Strand 
‘Sea Hawk’ (WB) and Phil Spitalny. 
It’s elegant, the way tickets are be- 
ing sold here; the initial week, end- 


(2,767: 25-50-55-75-35-99 )— | 


move of two downtown houses, join- 
ing in presentation of a film, biz has 
consistently strong from the 
opening gun. 

Also strong is ‘I Love You Again,” 
at Loew's Century, attracting some 
extra heavy daytime trade. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
Hold- 
ing highly consistent pace with 
extra strong daytime response help- 
ing to satisfying $12,000. Last week, 


‘Pride Prejudice’ (M-G), okay 
$10,400. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; 
15-28-29-44-55-66) — ‘Boys Syracuse’ 
(U) plus stage ‘Crazy Show.’ Weii 
sold in advance and getting strong 


$16,000. Last week, ‘Cross Country 
Romance’ (RKO), owing it all to p.a. 
of Orrin Tucker and Bonnie Baker, 
wanged out near record $21,300. 


Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 
28-33-39-44) —‘Boys Syracuse’ (U), 


Day and date with Hipp and attract- 
ing nice $8,000. Last week, second 
of ‘Daltons Rode’ (U), added steady 
$5,900 to first week’s $5,300. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 15-28-35- 
55)— ‘Frank James’ (20th). House 
better suited to film of more feminine 
appeal. Will draw uneventful $4,500, 
Last week, ‘Gold Rush Maisie’ (M-Q), 
not bad at $4,200. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280: 15-28-39-44- 
55) ‘Love Back’ (WB). Building 
rather well and indicating possible 
$9,000. Last week, third of ‘Heaven 
Too’ (WB), brought total to strong 
$26,000, in spite of strong resistance 
sccasioned by stretch of torrid 
weather, 


‘MAN MARRIED’ SLOW 
$5,000 IN PROVIDENCE 


Providence, Aug. 13 
Waning summer doldrums. still 
holds the main stem in its grip, and 
complaints about weak product with 
which to buck the tide are many 
Only house doing anything is 
Toew'’s State with ‘I Love You 
Again’ 
Estimates for This Week 
Carlton (Fay-L (1,400: 
50) Pride Prejudice’ (M-G) 
We Are Young’ (M-G) (2d 
With no cooling system to 
house is just getting along 
3a 6 1,800 Last 
ht’ (WB) and 
(2d 


28-59- 
and 
run). 
help. 
Look- 
week 
‘Ladies 


OW ) 


ing fo ) 
Drive Nig 
Live’ (WB) 


i run), weak $1,500 

Fay'’s (Indie) (2,000: 15-28)—Bul- 
let Code’ (RKO) ind) ‘Haunted 
House’ (Mono) House paced at fair 
$3,000 Last week, ‘Ranger Lady’ 
(Ren)? and ‘On Spot’ (Mono), fair 
$2.800 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200: 28-39-50)— 
‘Man Married’ (20th) and ‘Manhat- 
tan Heartbeat’ (20th). Also caught 


on Slow track, with only weak $5,000 
in prospect Last week, ‘Syracuse’ 


(U) and ‘Fugitive Justice’ (WB), 
slow $6,000. 
State (Loew) (3,200; 28-29-50) ~ 


‘Love Again’ (M-G) and ‘West Pep- 
pers’ (Col). Managing to hold steady 
pace for swell $12,000. Last week, 
‘Pride Prejudice’ (M-G) and ‘We 
Are Young’ (M-G), held for nice 
$12,300. 

Strand (Indie) (2.000: 
‘Mystery Sea Raider’ (Par) and 
‘Scatterbrain’ (Rep). Biz practically 
nil here, with weak $4,500 spotted. 
Last week, ‘Golden Gloves’ (Par) 
and ‘Opry’ (Rep), fell to new low 
with $3,000, 


28-40-50 )— 
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‘Love Again Torrid $30,300 in Two 


Philly Spots; ‘Syracuse’ Fine $14,700 


{ Philadelphia, Aug. 13. 
Simultaneous openings at two 
downtown houses, an_ innovation 
brought by ‘Gone With the Wind,’ 
proved to be the tonic that the doc- 
tor ordered, the policy registering 
its merits at the Stanley and Earle, 
playing ‘I Love You Again.” Twin- 
ning the Loy-Powell saga making 
for sugary $30,300, the Stanley get- 
ting $17,300 and the Earle, further 
down the main stem, bringing the 


rest. / 
As a result, Warners will share | 
‘The Sea Hawk,’ opening Friday 


(16), between Earle and Boyd. 
Estimates for This Week 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46- 
57)—Hardy Debutante’ (M-G) (3d 
run) (2d wk.). Tarries for four 
more days of a second week, with 
$1,600 on the favorable side. Last 
week, click $3,200. 

Beyd (WB) (2,560; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Pride Prejudice’ (M-G) (2d wk.). 
Sinking to poor $8,500 for second 
week, after leading field last week 
with proud $15,800. 

Earle (WB) (4,000; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Love You Again’ (M-G). Headed 
for well-rounded $13,000, day-and- 
dating on a twin opening policy with 
the Stanley. Last week, ‘Daltons 
Rode’ (U), grand $11,100. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Boys Syracuse’ (U). Headed for 
hefty $14,700, again proving that the 
patron is seeking out a laff show. 
Last week, ‘Drive Night’ (WB), sec- 
ond week, smart $12,500. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Maryland’ (20th) (2d run). Still 
failing to find favor at the down- 
town runs; gaited to slow $3,400. 
Last week, ‘Pago Pago’ (UA), $3,- 
600 on second running. 

Keith’s (WB) (1,970; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Heaven Too’ (WB) (2d run) 
wk.). Continuing nicely on its sec- 
ond week with $4,600 in sight, after 
lush $6,900 for first week. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Love You Again’ (M-G). Twin- 


ning with the Earle, house is way | the juves for $4,000, fine. Last week, | 


ahead in the parlay with big $17,- 
300 a certainty. Last week, ‘Man 
Married’ (20th), couldn’t muster up 
any enthusiasm with $10,200. 
Stanton (WB) (1,457; 35-46-57)— 
‘Gold Rush Masie’ (M-G). No gold 


rush, but plenty of chips at $5,100. |‘Hell Below’ (M-G) and ‘Broadway | 


Last week, ‘Man Talked Much’ 
(WB), light $4,200. 


‘RAMPARTS OK 





$12,000 IN HUB: 


Boston, Aug. 13. 
(Best Exploitation: Keith’s) 

‘Pride and Prejudice’ is doing 
standee biz at the Orph and okay 
trade at the State, while ‘Ramparts 
We Watch’ and ‘My Love Came Back’ 
tie for second place at the Memorial 
and Met, pee, stage 4 ‘Walt Disney 
Festival,’ including ‘Snow White,’ is 
getting good response at the Keith- 
Boston. 

Keith press crew, 
‘March of Time’ 


aid 
gave 


with 
outfit, 


a nice lift. 


ad campaign, plus spot 


of the sales effort. An 


runs Major Elliot’s column. 
Estimates for This Week 


Bosten (RKO) (3,200; 15-20-39-44) 
—Snow White’ (RKO) (reissue) and 


“Nobody’s Sweetheart’ (U) (ist run) 


‘Fugitive’ (U), $5,000. 


Fenway (M&P) (1,332: 28-39-44-55) 
and 
Dull $3.500 


—‘Mystery Sea Raider’ (Par) 
‘Girl Avenue A’ (20th). 
indicated. Last week, 
(20th) and ‘Golden 


double, $4,300. 


‘Maryland 
Gloves’ (Par) 


Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 28- | 
39-44-55)—‘Ramparts Watch’ (RKO) 


and ‘Slightly Tempted’ (U). Combc 
heading for around $12,000, nice 


Last week, ‘Boys Syracuse’ (U) and | 
$13,- 


Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367: 28-39- 
44-55)—‘Love Came Back’ (WB) and 


‘Outsider’ 
200. 


(Alliance), double, 


‘Pier 13’ (20th). Getting the brush-| gays. ‘Anne Windy Poplars’ (RKO). | (850; 30-40-50)—‘Pride Prejudice’ 
off; about $12,000 indicated. Last ted days. Only. hn $3,300 for| (M-G) and ‘Manhattan Heartbeat’ 
week, ‘Drive by Night’ (WB) and! combo. Last week, ‘Pride and) (20th). Moveover from Fifth Ave. 


‘Ladies Live’ (WB), dandy $18,000. 


Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 28-39-44- 
(M-G) 
Headed 
Last 
weel, ‘Hardy Debutante’ (M-G) and 


55)—‘Pride and Prejudice’ 
and ‘We Are Young’ (M-G). 
for big coin, possibly $20,000. 


‘Captain Lady’ (M-G) (both 2nd wk) 
$14,000, good. 


Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 28-39-44- 
55)—‘Mystery Sea Raider’ (Par) and 
Seedy $5,000 

‘Maryland’ 
(Par) 
(both continued run from the Met), 


‘Girl Avenue A’ (20th). 
expected. Last week, 
(20th) and ‘Golden Gloves’ 


=" a ee 


aval. $7.000. igre 


Cn | 


(2d | 


of | 
the | 
opening of ‘The Ramparts We Watch’ | 
Very hefty newspaper 
announce- | 
ments on radio were the background | 
invitation 

preview, night before opening, was a 
feature of the campaign, as was a 
tieup with a local newspaper which 





|—Maryland’ (20th) and ‘Golden 
|Gloves’ (Par) (both continued run 
from Par and Fenway). Possible 
'$4.000. Last week, ‘Heaven Too’ 
| (WB) and ‘Pop Pays’ (RKO) (both 
continued run from Par and Fen- 
| way), $4,400. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 28-39-44-55)— 
‘Pride and Prejudice’ (M-G) and ‘We 
| Are Young’ (M-G). Very good $13,- 
'000 on the way. Last week, ‘Hardy 
Debutante’ (M-G) and ‘Captain Lady’ 
| (M-G) (both 2d wk), dual, $8,500. 





DISNEY GETTING 
JUVES, $4,000 
IN CLEVE. 





| Cleveland, Aug. 13. . 
Flock of outlying strawhat thea- 


tres, a new West Side Drive-Inner | ° 
| istence 


|and arnusement parks are finally get- 
|ting their innings, with some down- 
i/town film emporiums on the losing 


'side. Loew’s State is doing heaviest 


pitching for key-spots, knocking out | 


'a three-baser with ‘I Love You 
Again.’ f 
‘Man I Married’ and ‘They Drive 
By Night,’ at Palace and Hipp, 
spectively, are neck-to-necking it. 
Estimates for This Week 
Alhambra (Printz) (1,200; 10-20- 
|35)—Lone Wolf Lady’ (Col) plus 
|‘Stage Coach War’ (Par). Lusty 


/ $2,100. Last week, ‘Babies 
|/(Col) and ‘Private Affairs’ (U) (2d 
irun), okay $1,100 for four days. 
Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55)— 
| ‘Snow White’ (RKO). Bill of Walt 
| Disney cartoon revivals stampeding 


‘Heaven Too’ (WB), fourth stanza, 
Tan up $5,000, big. 

| Cirele (Polster) (1,900; 15-35)— 
i*Turnabout’ (UA). Shift to second- 


runners not justified on this weakie; 
jbarely $2,500 in sight” Last week, 


| Bill’ (Col), duo of re-issues, better 
at $2,600. 

Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-35-42-55) 
—Ride By Night’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Trucking along at fairly nice clip to 
$7,000. Last week, satisfactory $14,- 
000. 





—Man I Married’ (20th). Anti- 
Nazi item copping lots of newspa- 
per space, but town’s tired of war 
| stuff; only $7,000 likely. Last week, 
i*‘Daltons Rode’ (U), fair $8,000. 
| State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
|—‘Love You Again’ (M-G). Swing- 
|ing out and up like a skyrocket; no 
|doubt about excellent $15,000. Last 
| week, ‘Untamed’ (Par), too tame at 
$8,000. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972; 30-35-42- 
'55) — ‘Gold Rush Maisie’ (M-G). 
| Latest of series more than holding 
up its standards, sighting smart 
$4,500. Last week, ‘We Are Young’ 
(M-G), rather ordinary at $3,500. 


‘LOVE AGAIN’ SWELL 


Memphis, Aug. 13. 
influx of better 





Sudden 


Ip. 
Loy-Powell 


re- | 
| 


;ple entered the theatre at 4:30 a.m., 
‘the question arising 


‘thriller package, grooved for Boia | mind is ‘what two people 
Sale’ 


$8,500 IN MEMPHIS 


product 
| has the town looking up this week. 
| Hot weather siege continues, afford- 
|ing keen competition by pools and 
| parks, but the open air opereitas 
| are over and the quality on screen 
-i 1S 

On the strong side, around $7,000. | . 
Last week, ‘South Karanga’ (U) and 


‘Queen Destiny’ (RKO), four days, 
and ‘Sporting Blood’ (M-G), three 
days, $2,500, poor. 

Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-22- 
| 33)—‘Golden Gloves’ (Par), three 
days; ‘Secret Seven’ (Col), two days; 
‘Outsider’ (Alliance), two days. Not 
so good at $1,400.. Last week, ‘Lil- 
lian Russell’ (20th) (2d run), three 
| days; ‘Blondie’s Servants’ (Col), two 
(Par), 





| days; ‘Mystery Sea Raider’ 
two days; $1,800, good. 





New Gadgets 


Continued from page 7 











opens a door when a person breaks 
the beam, the Conrac attendance 
register put out by the Altec Serv- 
ice Corp. is designed to clock the 
exact number of men, women or 
children who pass into a_ theatre. 
The register will not count anyone 
using the same door as an exit. 


| Electric Count 

| It will register patrons entering 
the theatre in single file or side 
by side. Operating mechanically 


24 hours a day at maintenance 
'cost (electrically principally) that is 
isaid to be negligible, the machine 
| gives the exhibitor a complete rec- 
ord of the number of persons who 
jenter the theatre, including after 
jhours. The record is kept under 


|lock and key for the exhib and sig- 


nals to the manager’s office or else- 
where are provided to-show the ex- 
of any disturbance of en- 
trance conditions, 

The Conrac register also gives the 
time by hours. This is an important 
feature, because if the manager 
opens the house late, it will show. 


| By the hour, it automatically records 


the exact number of persons enter- 
ing the theatre, the time the b.o. 
closes, etc. Also, in the event the 
machine should show that two peo- 
in the ex- 
came in between 4 and 5 a.m.? 
| Shows also, maybe, that the clean- 
;}ers came in after 6 a.m., when they 
|should be there at 5:30. 

While the total number of per- 
; sons entering the theatre during 
|show-time is reported, the Conrac 
| machine does not break it down be- 
tween adults and kids, nor indicate 
|how many came in on passes, though 
a separate door may be used for the 
latter. 

The ticket-taker cannot palm 
tickets, with the machine as a check 
jagainst him. Also, the n.achine 
| would provide a check against the 
| caShier’s cage, since the number of 
tickets sold would have to cor- 
‘respond to the number of persons 


Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-42-55) | recorded as going in with sufficient | 


‘nearness (discounting passes) to 


prove valuable. 


‘Heaven’ Great $9,000 In 





Seattle; ‘Love Again,’ 8G | 


Seattle, Aug. 13. 
| Major theatre-going attention this 


| week is directed toward Sterling’s 
Palomar, with ‘All This, and Heaven 
| Too’ the reason. Lines nightly 
make this a certain holdover or 
| moveover, indications being for best 
gross at this house this year. 


=. see : = 
‘I Love You Again’ is likewise big 


at Fifth Avenue, 
Estimates for This Week 
| Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-50)—Boys Syracuse’ (U) 
and ‘Dr. Christian Women’ (RKO). 
Moveover from Paramount 
expects $1,700, fair. Last week, 
“Masie’ (M-G) and ‘We Are Young’ 
| (M-G), $1,800, fair. » 
| Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-35) — ‘Ghost Breakers’ 
(Par) and ‘4 Sons’ (20th) (2d run), 
second feature changing at mid- 
| weeks ‘Saps at Sea’ (UA) (2d run). 


combine at Loew’s| Anticipated steady $3,200. Last 
Palace in ‘I Love You Again’ is| week, ‘Waterloo Bridge’ (M-G) and 
proving a whameroo for both mati- | “Kildare’s Strange Case’ (M-G), $3,- 
nee and night crowds. It is most} 100. 
resounding boxoffice hit of recent} Fifth Avenue (Hamrick - Ever- 


months. 


? 


nice play at the 
Warners on strength of 
log and Raft-Sheridan pairing. 

Loew’s State’s ‘The Man 
| ried’ is doing about as 
.| moving out after four days. 


“Anne 
of Windy Poplars’ replaces fo1 
maining three. 

Estimates for This Week 


44)—‘Man I Married’ (20th), 


rejudice’ (M-G), $5,200, good. 
—‘Drive Night’ (WB). 


and word of mouth booting trucker 
mebbe to $7,000. 


Back’ (WB), $4,000, n.g. 


days, probably $4,600. Last week 
‘Boys Syracuse’ (U), $5,100, okay. 
Loew’s Palace (Loew) 


33-44)—‘Love Again’ (M-G). 





| Warner’s “They Drive by Night’ is 
»| getting a local 


torrid dia- 


I Mar- 
expected, 


re- 


Loew’s State (Loew) (2,600; 10-33- 
four 


Warner (Warner) (2,300; 10-33-44) 
Good notices 
,| wound 
Last week, ‘Love | around $2,300, excellent. 


(2,200; 10- 
This | 50)—‘Heaven Too’ (WB) plus ‘NBC 


one nabbing top trade of summer || Rhythm Rangers’ on stage. Film the 


green) (2,349; 30-40-50)—‘Love You 
Again’ (M-G) and ‘Way of Flesh’ 
(Par). Indicate big $7,800, holding. 


Last week, ‘Pride Prejudice’ (M-G) 
and ‘Manhattan Hearbreak’ (20th), 


$5,200, good. 


‘ Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 30-40-50) 
“Married Adventurer’ (Col) and 
‘Military Academy’ (Col). Looks | 


\Jike $4,200, okay. 
Pago’ (UA), $4,100, okay. 
Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 


| indicates nice $2,200. Last week, 


tom Raider’ (M-G), 


up marvelous 





| ick - Ev 

, New Malco (Lightman) (2,800; 10- | (2.608; 50-40-50), Mapaiery, Hane 
33-44) — “Daltons Rode’ (U), five! (par) and ‘Pier 13’ (20th). Expect 
days; ‘Adventuress’ (20th), three | fair $4,100. Last week, ‘Great M 
days. Looks like fairly good eight | ¢ Da, Bae? «T 8 


| 


>| 800, slow. 


a= emant CN NOH 





‘Man Talked’ (WB) and vaude, $5,- 
500, good. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,039; 30-40-50) — ‘Man Married’ 
(20th) and ‘Love, Honor’ (U), Paced 
for only $3,000 in six days. Jast 
week, ‘Syracuse’ (U) and ‘Dr, Chris- 
tian Women’ (RKO), $3,700, slow. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-35)— 
‘Doctor Takes Wife’ (Col) and ‘King 
Lumberjacks’ (WB) (2d run). Only 
$1,800, mild. Last week, ‘Brother 
Orchid’ (WB) and ‘Saturday's Chil- 
dren’ (WB) (2d run), $1,900, okay. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- 
32)—‘Edison Man’ (M-G) and ‘Angel 


Texas’ (WB) (2d run). Look for 
$2,100, good. Last week, ‘Safari’ 
(Par) and ‘Flight Angels’ (WB), 


good $2,000. 





PAGO’ $15,500 


DETROIT, FAIR 


Detroit, Aug. 13. 
Houses are doing about average 
summer biz, with no outstanding 
grosses in sight. Brightest spot is 
Palms-State, which will draw down 
smart $10,000 with ‘Love You Again’ 
and ‘Gold Rush Maisie,’ both of 
which were brought over after a 
sock week at the Michigan. 
Michigan will do fair $15,500 with 
‘Pago-Pago’ and ‘Sporting Blood.’ 
Weather has not been excessively 
hot, but uncomfortable enough to 
send people searching for lakes and 
cool breezes on weekends. 


Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— 
‘Daltons Rode’ (U) and ‘Man I Mar- 
ried’ (20th). Okay $5,500 in sight 
on moveovers from Fox. Last week, 
average $5,000 with ‘Scatterbrain’ 
(Rep) and ‘Military Academy’ (Col). 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
55)—‘Boys Syracuse’ (U) and ‘Be- 
yond Tomorrow’ (RKO). N.s.g. 
$12,500. Last week, fair $13,000 with 
‘Daltons Rode’ (U) and ‘Man Mar- 
ried’ (20th). 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000: 





theatre | 


Last week, ‘Pago | 


| ‘Hardy Debutante’ (M-G) and ‘Phan- | 
fourth week, 
run with 


| Ginty’ (Par) and ‘Zanzibar’ (U), $3,- 


30-40-55) — ‘Pago-Pago’ (UA) and 


| ‘Sporting Blood’ (M-G). Fair $15,500. | 


| Last week, healthy $16,500 with 
| ‘Love Again’ (M-G) and ‘Gold Rush 
Maisie’ (M-G), 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
000; 30-40-55)—‘Love Again’ (M-G) 
|}and ‘Gold Rush Maisie’ (M-G). 
| Brought over from Michigan. Strong 
| $10,000. Last week, anemic $2,500 in 
three days of ‘Hell’s Angels’ (Astor) 
reissue and ‘Hold Woman’ (PDC). 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 30-40-55)—Dark for a couple 
of weeks after best summer biz in 
many years. Bowed out with weeks 
of $11,500 and $9,000 with ‘Pride 
Prejudice’ (M-G) and ‘Anne Windy 
Poplars’ (RKO). 





To Teach Extras 
Continued from page 7 


other workers, Goldstein okayed a 
deal giving the SPG salary increases 
totalling $70 per week. 

Six members of the publicity de- 
partment will come under the agree- 
ment which is effective as of Mon- 
|; day (5). The new classifications at 
| the studio call for one senior, three 
juniors and two apprentices. The 
senior will receive a minimum of 
$100 per week, the juniors a mini- 
mum of $50, and the apprentices a 
minimum of 60c per hour. 

The Radio Writers Guild has ap- 
proved a basic wage agreement with 
Coast transcription companies, ef- 
| fective immediately. The RWG will 
have a 100% Guild shop, and mini- 
mum wages for 
tions, 

A general membership meeting of 
the Screen Writers Guild has been 
called for Monday (19) to discuss a 
tentative agreement with the 











various classifica- 


| ducers. An accord has already been 
reached on the major points, and 
attorneys for the two groups are 


now reducing the contract to legal 
phraseology. 
The Screen Actors Guild board of 


| directors has appointed a nominating | 


|committee to select candidates for 
| election of officers next month. The 
|three members from the board 
;named on the committee are Ralph 
Byrd, Elisabeth Risdon and Howard 
prmcconseeom 


l'garet Hamilton, Donald Woods, 


Pierre Watkin and Adolphe Menjou. 


Morgan Nixes 3d Term 


| Ralph Morgan has announced that 
Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 30-40- /he would not accept the nomination | Painters Local 644. The title writers 
A majority of |recently withdrew from the Society 
| members are said to favor the selec- | of Motion Picture Artists and IJllus- 
Tact weal ' tion of Faward Arnold, who is popu-!trators to affiliate with the painters. 


| for a third term. 


Laughs Pay in Mpls.; Loy-Powell Big 
$10,000, ‘Drive Night’ 


Good $7,000 


Minneapolis, Aug. 13. 

Laughs apparently are gold nuge 
gets for the boxoffice nowadays and 
‘I Love You Again’ is cashing in on 
them, restoring the State to the win. 
ning class once more after a week's 
fall from grace, The Orpheum 
splurged heavily on its advertising 
and exploitation for ‘They Drive By 
Night.’ 

Like last week, there are newcom. 
ers all along the line, with the sure. 
seater Esquire being the lone excep. 
tion due to the moving there from 
the Orpheum of ‘The Boys from 
Syracuse.’ But last week, with its 
clean sweep in the loop, proved one 
of the worst in many a moon from 
the standpoint of aggregate grosses, 
And this week, aside from ‘I Love 
You Again,’ there’s little to cheer 
about. Particularly depressing is the 
terrific brody which “Tom Brown's 
School Days’ is taking at the Cen- 
tury. Picture will not last out the 
week, gong out in five days for 
‘Pride and Prejudice.’ 

Still giving the showhouses a head- 
ache is the roller derby with its 
nightly turnaway crowds of 10,000 at 
the Auditorium. This really is tough 
opposition. 

Estimates for This Week 


Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-28)— 
‘Captain Lady’ (M-G) and ‘South 
Karanga’ (U), dual first-runs, five 
days, split with ‘Lucky Cisco Kid’ 
(20th) and ‘Sailor’s Lady’ (20th), 
also first-runs, Pretty good $1,800 
indicated. Last week, ‘Girls Road’ 





(Col) and ‘Anything But Love’ 
(WB), dual first-runs, split with 
‘Gambling High Seas’ (WB) and 


‘LaConga Nights’ (U), also first-runs, 
$1,900. 

Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 28- 
39-44)—‘Tom Brown’ (RKO). This 
one dying. Will do well to ¢ 





Pro- | 


$1,000 in five days. Last week, ”* 
| Days’ (Col), $3,000, mild. 

Esquire (Gillman) (290; 28)—‘Boys 
| Syracuse’ (U). Moved here from 
| Orpheum after fair week there. All 
right for this sureseater spot and 
jshould wind up _ with profitable 
| $1,000. Last week, ‘Sky Devils’ (UA) 
(reissue), $900, okay. 

Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 28)— 
‘We Are Young’ (M-G). Not so 
| highly regarded. Mild $2,000 in pros- 
pect. Last week, ‘Gold Rush Maisie’ 
(M-G), $2,800, pretty good. 

(2,800: 28- 


| Orpheum (Par-Singer) 
29-44)—Drive By Night’ (WB). 
Plenty spent in selling this one. 
|Some of the notices lukewarm, 
| Should reach pretty good $7,000. 








|Last week, ‘Boys Syracuse’ (U), 
| $5,300, fair. 

State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 28-39- 
\44)—‘Love You Again’ (M-G). 


| Opened day ahead of schedule and 
;running along fast on all cylinders. 
| Powers-Loy team a boxoffice crack- 
erjack. Looks like big $10,000 for 
|eight days and then should run an- 
|other week. Last week, ‘Maryland’ 
| (20th), out after six days and light 
$4,000. 

Uptown (Par) (1,200; 28-39)— 
i‘Ghost Breaker’ (Par). First neigh- 
|borhood showing. Heading for big 


| $4,500. Last week, ‘Waterloo Bridge’ 
(M-G), first neighborhood showing, 
$3,000, mild. 

| World (Par-Singer-Steffes) (350; 


28-39-44-55) — ‘Married Adventure’ 
(Col). Not entirely suited for this 
spot, but going along at fair clip. 
Looks like $1,200. Last week, ‘Cross 
Country Romance’ (RKO), out after 
| four days and very poor $400. 





| and very poor | 
Rehfisch’s Warner Suit 
Moved to U.S. Court 


Hollywood, Aug. 13. 
Hans Rehfisch’s plagiarism sult 
|against Warners has beer trans- 





|ferred from L. A. Superior to uo. 3 
| district court. Heinz Herald, Geza 
Herczeg and Henry Blanke are 


named as co-defendants. 

Rehfisch alleges theft of his play, 
Die Affair Dreyfus,’ in Warners ‘Life 
of Emile Zola.’ 


‘MELODY’ GETS POLISH 

Hollywood, Aug. 13 
Sid Kuller and Ray Golden have 
| been assigned by Republic to inject 
|added comedy into the script for 
‘Melody and Moonlight.’ 
Duo just completed a similar stint 
‘on the same studio’s ‘Hit Parade of 
| 1941." 


| = — — 











Members named to the lar both with stars and featured 
|committee from the membership at players and the extras. 
large are Robert Armstrong, Mar- 


title 


Wage demands for studio “ 
wee 


writers will be drafted this 
and will be presented to the Pro- 
|ducers by Herbert Sorrell, business 
|representative of Moving Picture 











Wednesday, August 14, 1910 


—— 








PREDICTING THE 
BIGGEST HIT OF 1940-41! 


(Read every word of this telegram from Stanley Brown, United Artists Theatre, Long Beach, Cal.) 





“Tonight we previewed Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer’s *Strike Up The Band, star-, 











ring Mickey Rooney, Judy Garland, Paul Whiteman and his Orchestra, June 
: : Preisser, William Tracy: The running time was two hours twenty minutes. 


There aren’t enough adjectives in the book to describe this picture. The, 








audience reaction was simply terrific, spontaneous applause greeted the 





opening title and intermittently throughout the picture sustained rounds of ( 


: applause completely drowned out dialogue. Mickey Rooney tops anything 





he has ever before been seen in. He is simply stupendous. He sings, dances, 





plays the drums like a Gene Krupa, directs huge swing bands and steals 


es every scene he appears in. Judy Garland slayed them. with her singing 











numbers and her overwhelming personality completely matched Mickey’s 
mugging. Not a soul left theatre throughout entire two hours and twenty 


minutes of Strike Up The Band and without a single exception the com- 
ct 
ment cards acclaimed it to be great entertainment. Great credit is due 


nt 
of 


Busby Berkeley for his marvelous direction. The ensembles are typically his, 


but the production as a whole excels anything he has ever directed. Strike 


le 
ek 








Up The Band should be a top grosser and without question is A-plus.” 





re 


v “Screen Play by John Monks, Jr. and Fred Finklehoffe, 
rs. Produced by Arthur Freed 
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Australian Picture-Goers Favor 
Duals, 25¢ Admish for 3-Hr. Show 


- 


Sydney, July 24. 
Intensive checkup by VARIETY re- 
veals that Aussie pic-goers, educated 
thusly over a prolonged term, de- 
mand duals when buying screen 
fare, and more so than ever it’s the 
duals that bring payees from their 
radios to seek relaxation from war 
headaches. In the industrial sectors 
it must be duals particularly if biz 
is to continue, and this also applies 
in the stix. Aussies are given three 


hours’ pic entertainment for 25c, and | 


nothing less than the latter will 
make them walk to the boxoffices. 


{This is contradictory to the 
general viewpoint of American 
audiences who favor singles.] 
City shows change their policy 

from time to time to fit in with the 
product on tap, but mainly they 
stick to duals because they find them 


| U. S. distribution of the French film, 
| ‘Serenade,’ 





Oct. 1 Trial Ordered In 


French ‘Serenade’ Case 





Dispute over the rights to the 


starring Lilian Harvey, 
was settled temporarily Monday 








the most payable in the long run. 
When 98% of city houses spot duals 
it’s a good indication which way the 
b.o. wind blows, and in the nabes 
and stix the percentage reaches the 
100 mark. 

Under the dual idea it takes a lct 
of fare to keep Australia’s 1,375 thea- 
ires operating, and the only chance 
for singles would be should there be 
a heavy curtailment of U. S. prod- 
uct, something which many major 
execs here fear may come to pass 
owing to wartime crippling of boat- 
ing facilities, plus the possibility of 
a U. S. production curb insofar as 
this territory is concerned, Charles 
Munro, of the Hoyts chain, has al- 
ready suggested that distribs should 
endeavor to keep three months’ 
product on hand to meet any possible 
setbacks. 

For year ending July, 1940, the 
number of features released here 
amounted to 453, made up as fol- 
lows: Par, 57; RKO, 56; 20th-Fox, 54; 
Universal, 50; Col, 49; Warners, 49; 
British Empire, 47; Metro, 41; UA, 
22; G-B, 19; Continental, 8; Atlas, 1. 


US. TRADE LINK 
IN S. A. URGED 





American company foreign depart- 
ments have been advised by their 


(on Aug. 10, 1939, it purchased the 
|U. S. distribution rights for $5,000 


(12) in N. Y. supreme court, when 
Justice J. Sidney Bernstein denied 
an application for an injunction by 
the plaintiff, Arthur Ziehm, Inc., and 
ordered trial for Oct. 1. Defendant 
is Leo Films, Inc., against which an 
injunction, accounting of profits and 
damages is sought. 

It is claimed by the plaintiff that 


from the producer, Societe Sym- 
phonie Films of France. It received 
a print May 28, 1940, and the de- 
fendant also acquired a print and 
is threatening distribution. The de- 
fense, on the other hand, claims that 
Astra-Paris Films is the actual pro- 
ducer, and that it purchased the 
distribution rights for 87,000 francs 
from Astra. It asks a dismissal of 
the suit and a declaration that the 
film belongs to Leo. The rights are 
valued at a minimum of $100,000. 


NAZIS’ EXIT OF 
DUALS SOCKS 
U.S. PIX 


Double features’ apparent elimina- 
tion by executive order of the Nazis 
in German-controlled nations is des- 
cribed as a serious blow to American 
distribution efforts in Europe. While 
American pictures now are virtually 
banned by the Nazis is most Hitler- 
dominated countries, such summary 
orders may be tempered subsequent- 
ly, according to vet picture company 
observers in N.Y. But whether the 
edict on the maximum length of a 
theatre’s program will be lifted is 
another thing. 

Nazi rules for business in German- 
controlled European countries make 











mcnetary experts that restrictions on 





foreign currency will continue in the | 


next 12 months and that the only 
way additional restrictions may be 
halted will be to adjust trade bal- 
ances with various foreign nations 
where U. S. distributors hope to ex- 
pand their business, such as in the 
Latin-Americas. 

Efforts are being made to establish 


a big revolving credit purchase fund dubbed pictures and leaves out U.S. 


for the Scuth American market, 





STOKI SYMPH GETS BIG | 
SO. AMERICAN BUILDUP 





Buenos Aires, Aug. 13. 

Leopold Stokowski and the All- 
American Youth Orchestra, due here 
within the next week, are getting a 
film road-show buildup. In contrast 
to Arturo Toscanini and the NBC 
Symph, which played the mu- 
nicipally-owned, No. 1 house, the 
Colon, Stokowski is booked for the 
Gran Rex, deluxe film emporium on 
Corrientes, Broadway of B.A. 

In addition, local exploitation 
being handled by Nat Leibeskind, 
RKO’s South American manager. 

Outfit has also been getting a big 
buildup in Rio, where it opened last 
week (8) to a tumultuous ovation. 

Moore-McCormack Steamship Co. 
offices revealed that they had agreed 
to delay the sailing of the SS. 
Uruguay—the same boat that car- 
ried the NBC crew—for 90 minutes 
in the Brazilian capital in order to 
allow Stokowski to fulfill the first 
engagement there, 

Time is to be made up before the 
Jiner reaches Santos. Four concerts 
—two on the southbound and two on 
the northbound trip—are being given 
in Rio; four in Sao Paulo, four in 
Montevideo, four here and one in 
Rosario. 


is 





Sydney Bans ‘Susan and God’ 
Sydney, July 24. 
Censor has banned Metro’s ‘Susan 
and God’ 
An appeal has been lodged, but 
success is doubted. 





the maximum length of a theatre’s 
screen program 3,800 meters or about 
12,300 feet. This precludes the use 
of two features, in the opinion of 
N.Y. film officials. Such edict, of 
| course, works to the benefit of Ger- 
many’s film business, especially if 
| the Nazis dub a couple of hundred 
| German features into French, as 
| they intend doing. It lets in these 


films on the preferential idea. 
Question arises before American 
film officials as to just how long such 
a Nazi regulation could hoid up be- 
cause numerous European cinemas 
demand two features. Unless the 
German government wants to pay 
for operating theatres, exhibitors 
may be forced to shutter in many 
European nations.if the Nazi rule 
stays in effect, these execs state. 


Industry chiefs recently back from 
Europe recali that double features 
have proved a godsend to American 
distributors throughout Europe. In 
such countries as France, Belgium 
and Sweden, where strong French or 
Swedish local product is available, 
many theatres would be unable to 
| find playing time for American fea- 
tures if two pictures were not shown. 





Censorial Note 





Buenos Aires, Aug. 13. 

Brazil has a censorship on all 
musical programs as the Milis 
Bros., here for stage and radio 
appearances, discovered while in 
Rio recently. 

Censor had manager Arthur 
Lake submit the list, thumbed 
through it till he eyed a number 
called ‘Bam, He's the Rhythm 
Man.’ Lake and the boys tried 
to explain how it went. They 
called in a couple of localites 
and tried to put the skeet-en 
skat-en into Portuguese. But no 
go. 

Finally, the boys were en- 
abled to retain ‘Bam,’ having the 
translator explain that there was 
nothing dirty in the number, 
which seemed to be the point the 
government nixer was after. 


WB REOPENING 
LONDON STUDIO 


London, Aug, 13. 

Warners intend reopening its Ted- 
dington studios for the production of 
at least three films at an outlay re- 
ported to be $300,000 for each. 
Negotiations are on for the im- 
port of directors and stars from 
Hollywood, 














The Warner home office in New 
York reveals tentative plans for the 
production of four or five films in 
England, but it’s unlikely that stars 
or directors will be shipped to Eng- 
land for the pix. 

Original idea was to send Errol 
Flynn and Miriam Hopkins to Eng- 
land for one of the films, ‘You Can’t 
Escape Forever,’ but this has been 
shelved with the likelihood that 
British players will be used instead. 





Menzies Eases Control 
Of Antips’ Info Bureau 


After Strong Protest 


Canberra, July 24. 

Following strong outcry against 
move by Sir Keith Murdoch, Min- 
ister of Information, to take complete 
control of press, radio and pic thea- 
tres, Prime Minister Robert Menzies 
has decided to revise the setup. 

Commercial radioers, while not 
pressing government severely, are 
said to be against radio control pass- 
ing from Postmaster General Thorby 
to Murdoch’s department. Already 
commercials are giving 30 minutes 
nightly to the Information moguls 
for a special news service, which 
means plenty in lost sponsorship. 
Radioers, while ready to aid the gov- 
ernment’s war aims in every possible 
way, are not keen to be curbed in 
any ‘undemocratic’ fashion, seeing in 
a complete government say-so the 
end of free airways. It’s anticipated 
now, however, that governmental 
officials will play ball with the radio 
people in return for the continued 
splendid cooperation in evidence 
ever since war began. 








BLACK SET ON THREE 
WEST END MUSICALS 


London, Aug. 1. 
George Black is playing a game of 
postoffice with his three new shows 
due in the West End. 
Teddy Brown, now in the Hippo- 











20 KILLED IN MEXICAN 
THEATRE COLLAPSE 


Mexico City, Aug. 13. 

Mexico’s worst cinema disaster has 
claimed 20 lives, including four 
women and five children, when the 
roof of the Cine Teatro Mariano Es- 
cobedo at Montemorelos, northwes- 
tern orange town, collapsed during 
a tropical rainstorm while the house 
was crammed to capacity. 

Seventy-five were injured. 








Al Daff in U.S. 
Hollywood, Aug. 13. 


Al Daff, Universal’s far eastern 
chief, has arrived from Bombay. 
He huddled with studio execs be- 





| 


| 
| 


drome show, ‘Black Velvet,’ goes 
into the new Holborn Empire pre- 
duction, cast of which is headed by 
Max Miller. Florence Desmond was 
to have co-starred with Miller, but 
will be out due to expected addi- 
tion to the family. Others in cast 
are Vera Lynn, The Dolinoffs and 
Raya Sisters and Doris Hare. Show 
epens Aug. 19. 

Palladium show has Flanagan and 
Allen, Nervo and Knox, Tommy 
Trinder and Pat Kirkwood, who steps 
over from ‘Black Velvet. Negotia- 
tions with Evelyn Laye fell through 
due to disagreement on billing, This 
one debuts Aug. 26. 


wen’t arrive till late September, will 
have Jack Buchanan replacing Vic 
Oliver, who has been at loggerheads 
with George Black. Also signed are 
Bebe Daniels and Ben Lyon, who 
were to have starred with Flanagan 
and Allen in the coming Palladium 





fore heading east. 


show. 


So. Americans Proud of Knowing U.S, 
Better Than Yanks Know So. America 





Another in a series on the increas- 
ing importance of show business in 
South America). 





By RAY JOSEPHS 
Buenos Atres, Aug. 13. 

South American theatre execs who 
make this metropolis their head- 
quarters are now squawking more 
than ever that representatives of 
the North American entertainment 
industry—the film companies with 
their permanent setups being an ex- 
ception—come down thinking all the 
territory south of the border is one 
vast field of tropical palm trees, 
senoritas and guys playing guitars 
when they aren't taking siestas. 

What burns South Americans is 
that they seem to know the States 
far better than the U. S. know their 
territory, The average South Ameri- 
can speaks two or three languages. 
He can give you a once-over-lightly 
on U. S. history that would put a 
42d streeter to shame. And through 
newspapers, the films, radio and the 
phonograph, he has a pretty good 
idea of what he likes for entertain- 
ment. 

Naturally, conditions in one part 
of South America vary from those 
in another... Another difficulty is 
that most of the artists who come 
Gown spend even less time in any 
one place than most of the travel- 
ing newspapermen. Two days in 
Rio while they unload the boat, or a 
stopover in Santiago, Chile, between 
planes seems to give most of the 
travelers time to break out in a full 
expose of the ‘inside’ story on South 
America. 

Argentina is the No. 1 market for 
films and entertainment in general. 
Buenos Aires is the top city of 
South America. With a population 
of almost 3,000,000 it has many ultra- 
modern film houses and newsree! 
theatres. There’s also a big con- 
cert-going audience. 

The Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo 
gave more than 31 consecutive per- 
formances recently and was stand- 
ing them in the aisles when it left. 
Artur Rubenstein is able to tickle 
the ivories for 15 concerts in four 
weeks without shifting theatres. 

There are more theatres, pix 
palaces, cafes, radio stations, etc., 
than in any other metropolis on the 
continent. 


Lead House in B. A. 
Is 3,500-Seat Colon 


Government is very generous. to- 
wards visiting talent. There’s a 3% 
tax on amounts up to $20,000 in pesos 
and a sliding scale of up to 15% 
after that. But coming in and get- 
ting out is no trouble. 

Lead house is the 3,500-seat Colon. 
Owned by the municipality (Buenos 
Aires is a federal. capital, like the 
District of Columbia), it takes many 


Symph and personally handles such 
| artists as Rubenstein and Heifetz. 
House produces its own operas 
and ballets, loses several million 
pesos every year, which the town 
papers make up without grumbling. 
General Administrator C. Grassi- 
Diaz is the permanent head. Others 
shift every season or two. 
operated by a non-salaried board 
headed by Dr. Adolfo Orma. a big- 
shot lawyer with a pile of cash. Only 
musician on the board is Rual Es- 
poile. 











|or agents, the local selections must 
joven more than a little of the ‘who- 
do-you-know.’ 

Particularly with the revolving 
stage and sets, the Colon makes the 
Met look like a strawhat outfit. Visit- 
|ing theatre men are usually in a 
state for swooning after looking over 
| the layout. 
| chestra is second rate. 
operates a summer season—winter 
here is summer in the U. 
| popular prices in Palmero, a kind of 
local Central Park. Prices for this 
average 10c in Washington money. 


$1.25 U. S—to 25 pesos on gala 
nights. 
incidentally, gala nights are special 
events held on patriotic holiday eves, 
at which the same show is sold for 
'twice the money. And there are 
| plenty holidays down here. 

Next to the Colon, there are about 


| 
| 


| 


New Hippodrome musical, which | 25 houses which operate in season, | 


| ei 
| 


| 


ther with visiting talent or with 
stock companies. The Politeama, 
which ranks next to the Colon, is an 
1,800-seater. The Monte Carlo Bal- 
let, Ruth Draper, Marion Anderson 
and others have played there. It’s 
| not considered a fashionable spot. 
‘The Odeon, closer to the center of 


U. S. opera stars, housed the NBC | 


Colon is | 


, While foreign talent is hired | 
either through the Met in New York | 


Ballet is good but or- | 
The Colon} 


S.—at | 


Colon prices go from five pesos—| 


Throughout South America, | 


; town, has lately housed the Joocs 
Ballet. 


| Local Shows Fall 
Into Two Classes 


Local shows fall into two classes. 
Revues—either political satire as in 
the Maipo—or musical spiced with 
local, double-meaning humor; and 
; melodramas, where they chew the 
| scenery. Shows rarely move from 
|the capital. When they do they 
usually get good business, but the 
expenses are so high that most lead- 
ing actors do not consider the trou- 
ble worth while, 

The lack of touring means that 
there is no smalltown territory in 
which to train stars, Strawhat cir- 
cuits are unknown, 

Of the regulars on the Buenos 
Aires stage, Rosita Moreno, who 
lives in Hollywood and spends sev- 
eral months a year here in musicals, 
is perhaps best known to U. S. show- 
men. She’s been in several Cali- 
fornia-made Spanish language pix 
and has also played in local flickers 
as well as having toured Central and 
South America. 

Other stars include Paulina Sin- 
german, Argentine-born of Lith pa- 
rents; Libertad Lamarque, onetime 
vaude star who jumped in boxof- 
fice value through the films; Mecha 
Ortiz, middle-aged, married to the 
nephew of ailing President Roberto 
|M. Ortiz, has her own stock com- 
pany, and Rene Rocher, French 
comic who makes an annual visit 
with his own company. 

Male comics depend on the double 
entendre and a lot of slapstick.’ They 
| include Luis Sandrini, who's worked 
| with Miss Moreno and is always 
| busy; Pepe Arias, who does his own 
| dialog for shows and musicals, can 
| bent be described as a little like 
|Slim Summerville and has a pile 
lof dough; Fernando Ochoa, who 
| does a light type of comedy that kids 
|the gaucho; Paquito Bustos, a rival 
|of Arias. 
| Radio is so linked with the stage 
| that it is hard to separate the two, 
| Buenos Aires has about 15 stations, 
with only two on anything like a 
U. S. par. They are Radio Mundo 
j}and Radio Belgrano. Others—and 
| the pair named—jam their programs 
| With phonograph records, U. S. jazz 
| gets a big play in the mornings and 
| afternoons and the tangoes fill in. 

' Mundo made a deal with the Mills 
| Bros., Marta Eggert and others from 
| the U. S. while playing here. A few 
lof the other stations also do this. 
| Jean Sablon, who played as the feae 
| ture act of one of the local revues, 
| also did a radio stint. These deals 
| must be worked out in advance or 

they are no go as several visiting 
| artists have discovered, 

Comedy shows take local talent 
almost exclusively. The language 
| factor means that only U. S. singers 
already known through recordings 
would be worth anything to local 
stations. RCA Victor, which has a 
big plant here and extensive dealer 
tieups, could probably put across 
anyone it wished to sponsor, but 
doesn’t seem to feel the buildup is 
worth the trouble. Decca boosting 
South American sales, has done some 
work in this¢direction. 
| Surprising to U. S. radio men may 
| be the fact that whereas San Fran- 
cisco and Schenectady, N. Y., are 
heard throughout the continent, 
there is no station down here big 
enough to compete. All South 
American stations also fill you to the 
spewing point. with commercials. 
Three were recently ordered off the 
air for a day each because of ex- 
cessive advertising gab. 


Biggest Niteries Have 
American-Type Bands 


The biggest niteries, Embassy, 
Ciro’s and Faisan d’Or, have Amer- 
ican-type jazz bands. So has the 
Ta-Ba-Ris, only after-dark location 
using much imported talent. Diffi- 
culty that hinders shows is that the 
license fee for a cabaret with floor 
shows is five or six times as great 
as that for a no-show spot. The 
smart local crowd doesn’t care for 
the show and therefore the Ta-Ba- 
Ris gets a lot of the tourist trade 
and the pesos of the lads wealthy 
and interested enough to pay the 
steep prices. 

There is a big call for a personal 
of a VU. S. name band. Difficulty, 
according to local showmen, is that 
the difference in the exchange rate 
between the peso and the dollar 
would make the deal almost pro- 
hibitive for any such unit. 
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Return of Frank James 


(TECHNECOLOR) 

“oih-Fox release of Darryl F., Zanuck 
kenneth Macgowan) production, Stars 
tenrs Fonda: features Gene Tierney, 
ackie Couper, Henry Hull, Directed by 
‘ritz Lang Original screenplay by Sam 
teliman; camera, George Barnes and Wil- 
pur VV. Skall; editor, Walter Thompson, 
At Roxy, N. Y¥., wee - of Aug. ¥, 1040, 
iunoning time, 92 MIN 
‘rank James. Henry Fonda 
Neanor Stone... Gene Tierney 
‘len Jackie Cooper 
Maior Rufus ‘Yodd Hienry Hul 
bob Ford.... lohn Carradine 
leorge Kunyen Naward Bromberg 
Met'oy Donald Meek 
~tution Arent .Eddie Collins 
luce George Barbier 
Pink ‘a Ernest Whitman 
‘harlie Ford ee Charles Tannen 
fiandelph Stone a oi Llovd Corrigan 

ofecutor (acer Russell Hicks 
hr eher.. pee Victor hi n 
Colonel Jackson 54 Kdward MeWad 
Koy . ~~ , rer George Chandl 
Eivstander ‘ eIrving Becon 
Sheriff e vee nee e rank Shannon 
Nellie lane ee ce Barbara Pepper: 
Watehbmian Louis Mason 
Mose er : e , Stymie Beard 
Actore.......William Pawley, Frank Sulls 
Giticer ‘ ‘ ‘ : Davidson Clark 

Jesse James, under the sponsor- 
ship of 20th Century-Fox, was mur- 


dered a year ago by those cowards, 


the Ford brothers. This season, 
with vengeance rankling in his 
breast. Jesse’s older brother, Frank, 
returns to even the score. That he 
does. in obedience to Sam Hellman’s 
script, but it’s pretty slow stuff in 
the telling. Frank’s no cinematic 
match for Jesse, which appears to 
be Will Hays’ fault more than any- 
one else’s. Rule l6éa in the book is 
ihat a bad man can't be a hero 
Which leaves Mr. Hellman in the 


paradoxical position of having Frank 
responsible for deaths of three men 
who never so much as tasted a sin- 
gle slug from his six-shooter. Ef- 
fort to put wings on Frank is too 
much, Angelic aspect bogs the plot 
and instead of flying it can do no 
better than plod for a slow 92 min- 
ules. 

From standpoint of production and 
cast, Darry] Zanuck has spared nary 
2 horse. And it’s on this angle that 
the picture may be expected to do 
moderately good biz. Filmed in 
Technicolor, it’s filled with ah-evok- | 
ing outdoor scenes and nostalgically- 
impressive western streets and in- 
Goor sets. Henry Fonda, underplay- 
ing the part in typical quiet style, 
is impressive as Frank; Jackie Coop- 
er, as his kid buddy, shows a matur- 
ing dramatic sense although the pout 
js still there; Henry Hull, as a south- 
ern newspaper editor, overacts like 
no one else can, but is tremendously 
appealing despite it; John Carradine 
is a duly hissable villain as Bob 
Ford: J. Edward Bromberg earns 
Jaughs as a dumb railroad detective; 
and Donald Meek, Eddie Collins and 


George Barbier are, as usual, good 
for smiles. 

Only member of the cast with 
whom fault can be found is Gene 


Tierney, Broadway tiegit player who 
is making her film debut in ‘Frank 
James.’ Miss Tierney’s plenty pretty 
but for oomph she just isn’t. Play- 
ing the role of a naive gal reporter 
ic whom Frank takes a fancy, she 
seems to just lack what it takes to 
make an impression on the screen. 
She’s completely colorless and her 
efforts to achieve the naive effort 
by keeping her voice in high reg- 
isters is utterly unconvincing. 
Story begins with a reprise of the 
shooting of Jesse from behind by 
Bob and Charlie Ford. Frank, who's 
minding his own business on a 
tle farm, 


sets out to even things. 
Jackie Cooper, despite the admoni- 
tion to stay home, tags along. Fonda 
begins by robbing the express of- 
fice to get funds for the manhunt, 
and in the ensuing struggle, station 


agent Eddie Collins gets killed by his 


own friends’ guns. Out in Denver 
Fonda meets up with Miss Tierney 
and also the Fords. Fords gallop 


through the mountains with Fonda 
and Cooper right behind and beat- 
ing hell out of leather. Charlie Ford 
(Charles Tannen) slips and falls to 
his death. Meantime, Fonda learns 
his Negro servant, Ernest Whitman, 
is about to be hung for the station 
agent's killing. Miss Tierney con- 
vinces him to go back, which he 
does. Resultant trial, with Henry 
Hull as his defense attorney, is top 
point in the picture, the only place 
where sufficient relieving comedy is 
introduced. Fonda, of course, is 
freed, and just in time to see Bob 
Ford killed by little gunman Cooper: 


for a dramatic finale. 

Film suffers from too much ra- 
tionalization of the necessity fo 
Frank’s wiping-out job and _ 0»not 
enough of the old one-two with the 
six-shooter. Makin’ bad men good 
is okay, pardner, but keep the hosses 
movin’ and guns a-blazin’ Herb, 


He Stayed for Breakfast 


Hollywood, Aug. 7. 

Columbia release of Bb. P, Schulberg pro- 
duction. Stars Loretta Young and Melvyn 
Douglas; features Alan Marshal, Eugene 
Va lletie, Una O'Connor. Directed by 
Alexencer Hall. Screenplay by P. J, Wolf- 
ron, Michael Fessier, Ernest Vajda; based 
on Sidney Howard's adaptation of French 
play, ‘Liberete Provisoire,” by Michel 
Duran; camera, Joseph Walker; editor, 
Viola Lawrence asst. director, William 
Mull. Previewed at Pantages, Aug. 6, °40. 


Hazing the precepts and practices 
of Communism with broad strokes, 





| (similar 


lit- | 


| 
| 


hunning time, 86 MINS, 

ee SS) eres Toretta Young 
UL BOGE bcc cwccosscoel Melvyn Douglas | 
Andre Dorlay...... eccesecesed Alan Marsha! 
Maurice Duval........e.... Eugene Pallette | 
SE ae eecece .Una O'Connor 
Comrade Tronavich............+-- Curt Bois | 
CE SUUOMS 0.66 3 oe oben Leonid Kinskey 


i Jessers are Chi *k Chandler, 


‘He Stayed for Breakfast’ sketches 
a farcical treatment of the subject 
to that employed in ‘Ni- 
and parades many laugh | 
roaring lines during its 
unreeling. Lacking a sustained pace, 
and with several slow spots that 
might have been lifted by better di- 
rection, picture will roll through the 


notchka’) 
peaks and 


key spots as bill topper for moder- 
ately satisfactory biz. 

‘Hee Staved for Breakfast’ is B. P 
Schulberg’s first production job in 
several vears, and is based on a 
French play that has been kicking 
around the studio files for some 


time. Public acceptance of farcical 
eracks at Communism in ‘Ninotchka’ 
undoubtedly provided Schulberg and 
Columbia with the go-ahead signal 
here Picture can get a b.o. hypo 
in the metropolitan runs through 
clever exploitation 

Story is laid in Paris, with Melvyn 
Douglas a rabid Commie organizer 
and foe of the capitalists. After 
chooting at a banker, Douglas eludes 
the police and takes refuge in the 
apartment of Loretta Loung. Lat- 
ter. estranged wife of the banker 
and being romantically pursued by 
editor Alan Marshal, becomes in- 
trigued by the strange advocate of 
revolution. She makes things so 


comfortable that he stays on in lux- 


ury, while the party leaders demand 
he return for further organization | 
work. After much by-play in and 
out of the apartment, Douglas re- | 
nounces Communism in favor of 
love and an elopement to America. | 

Miss Young displays her eyeful | 


lines and curves in a series of gowns | 


and negligees, and carries the role | 
of the captivating charmer in ac- 


ceptable fashion. Douglas’ portrayal 
of the Commie agitator accentuates 
many of the burlesqued lines and 
situations of the hammer-and-sickle 








sparkling comedy that is liberally | 
sprinkled throughout, and prevent | 
the picture from reaching the laugh 
hit class. Walt. 


PIER 13 


2th .Century-Fox production and release 
Features Tlovd Nolan, Lynn Bari, Joan 
Valerie, Douglas Fowley, Chick Chandler, 
Oscar O'Shea, Directed by Eugene Forde. 
Story, Barry Conners and Philip Klein; | 
adaptation, Stanley Rauh and Clark An 
drews; editor, Fred Allen: photog, Virgil 
Miller. At Palace, N. Y., dual, week Aug 
&, ‘40 Running time, 67 MINS, 
Bally Melly.scesessseces ...-Lynn Bari 
IG TOON. 0680640500006 0% bLloyd Nolan 
Helen Kelly Seeooceccens .Joan Valerie 
SENG. TERiOic cccscecccoces Douglas Fowley 
Nickie Coeeoeecoess Chick (Chandler 
Skipper Welly. .ccccccee eoee- Oscar O' She 
FLICGING....cccescoecess Michael eieet 
Bill Harnilton eoceee-  OUis Jean Heyadt 
} On iesacn ‘ ‘ Frank Orth 


Charles D. Brown 


‘Pier 13’ is 
drama, str 


cops-and-robbers melo- 
love 
extent 
dialog 


ongly bolstered by a 


story and, to a very great 
The 
smart cracks, 
gh-getters. For a 
ning principally at 
this one will pay its 
than the average. 
Nolan Bari 
names. They are not hard 
to take but Nolan, as a cop, isn’t so 
convincing and Miss Bari, for all her 
wisecracking and gum-chewing, is a 
bit out of place running a coffee shop 
on the waterfront. She belongs a 
little nearer Fifth avenue. 
The girl plaving Miss Bari’s sister 


Saved by its comedy. 
fairly sizzles with 
of them lau 
low-budgeter, ai 
the dual-billers, 
way better 

Llovd 


the lead 


some 
good 


and Lynn are 


and doing it exceptionally well is 
Joan Valerie. The sisters live above 
the coffee shop with their invalided 


father, a former skipper, in a home 


that seems a bit too invitirg for its 
location Some of the comedy is 
drawn from the old skipper, some 
from a dumb detective and the rest 
is planted mainly in scenes between 
Nolan and Miss Bari. The crack 
about taking Nolan home and put- 
ting him under Miss Bari’s bed, in- 
stead of the dog to whom she ad- 
dresses such intentions, is passed off 
fast as though someone was afraid it 
would stir too much consideration. 
A scene that has its merits but 
also suggests misjudgment in direc- 


tion is the one in which Nolan 
brings Miss Bari a box of candy. He 
acts so bashful around the girl it) 
would make the average schoolboy | > 
laugh. 
plays could be that-a-way. 

The direction is otherwise good | 
and the story has been well knit, its | 
continuity not being disturbed by 
the comedy punches or the move-| 
ment from cops-and-robbers action 
to romance and back again. Eugene 
Forde was at the directional con- | 
trols. | 

Douglas Fowley is the heavy and | 
carries the assignment capably, while 
a sleight- | 
of-hand artist who has gone crooked: | 
Oscar O'Shea « oing the father of the 


; more 


No cop like the one Nolas | Mx 


Miniature Reviews 


‘Return of Frank James’ 
(2th). Technicolorfully beauti- 
ful seque! to ‘Jesse James’ only 
moderate. 

‘He Stayed for Breakfast’ 
(Col). Moderate entertainment 
for the top dualers, with Loretta 
Young and Melvyn Douglas for 
the marquee 


‘Pier 3’ «6«20th) Melodrama 
well sprinkled with romance ana 
laughs. Better than average B. 

‘Earl of Puddlestone’ (Rep). 
Mediocre another in 
Higgins Family okay for 
duals. 

‘Comin’ 
(Par) 
tale for 

‘The 


con edy, 
series, 


Round the Mountain’ 
Lightweight hillbilly 
the secondary dualers. 
Secret Seven’ (Col). Ro- 
mantie meller that will stand up 
as the No. 2 picture on duals. 
‘Scuth te Karanga’ (U). Trivial 
adventure film lacking marquee 


names to overcome numerous 
flaws. 
‘Everything Is Rhythm’ (As- 


tor). British-made musical that 
is moderately entertaining. 

‘Son of Roaring Dan’ (U). 
Good Johnny Mack Brown west- 
ern. 








girls, and Charles D. Brown, a char- 

acter actor who is always good play- 

ing such parts as a police “ae. 
Char 


Earl of Puddlestone 


| quicker—and so one -as Joe Hig- 
gins, it would 
Bob Ripley. 

course, the 
can family, 
sane 


| straint, 


be a lead 

Joe Phe eh is, 
head of that all- 
the Higginses, 
moments of thespic re- 
James Gleason. And there's 
Lucille Gleason and Russell Gleason, 
| as Ma and Sid Higgins, all of which 
|continues to enhance the film’s—and 
|the series'—family theme. 

‘The Earl of Puddlestone’ is in- 
iclined to have few peers (no pun 
intended) in complicated situations 
|}involving Joe Higgins, who, through 
;a gag contrived by grandpop, first 
finds himself heir to a British 
j}age, then learns that it’s all phoney. 
In between there are varied sub- 
complications, all of which must be 
taken with tongue in cheek. For the 
youngsters and those whose frames 
of minds are similarly ‘Puddle- 
stone’ will get by. 

While at times 
some idea of the 
film gives some 
musical. The 


for 
of 


Ameri- 
and, in 


note 


bent, 


with 
the 


out 


series, 


giving 
family 
indication of going 
former gets the edge 
though the latter suggests a means 
to build up Lois Ranson, a cute tap- 
ster- tress. She’s got and 
a naivete sufficiently unaffected to 
warrant ingenue ‘ts. But there 
just isn’t enough musical in the pic 
to show her off to fullest advantage 

Then there’s Bill Halligan. He’s 
a big bizman, THE Mr. Potter-Potter 
And plenty okay, except that he 
drinks punch in one scene, which is 
the lone factor that makes his char- 
acterization unbelievable. The rest 
of the cast, including Harry Daven- 
port as grandpop, supports credit- 
ably. The tunes are just so-so. The 
late Gus Meins, not credited, was 
producer and director. 


song looks 


pal 


Comin’ Round Mountain 
(WITH MUSIC) 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 
Paramount release of William « rhomas 
production “tars Boh Burns eatures Una 
Merke!, Jerry Colonna Don Wilson, Pat 
Barrett, Haroid Pears Bill Thompson, Clift 
Arquette, Mirundys Directed } Georve 
Archainbat Screenplays by Le R 
Fos r, Maxwell Shane an Dil Atte 
berry based on story by Lewis R FY 
mera, William C Mellor: editor Stu 
Gilmore: asst. directs - ell Mathews 
Previewed at Paramount Aug. 7, 
1), Running tmie, 62 MINS. 
Le OL. Aero Bob Burns 
es ee Una Merkel 
Tg BP. : SS ee Jerry Colonna 
| Re rere as Don Wilson 
Uncle Ezra Watters eee ...Pat Barrett 
Mayor Gildersieeve.......... Harold Peary 
Barney Smoot.. ecaee Bill Thompson 
Te SUNOS b¢ 6avossenes ee Olin Howland 
oi, RO eee oes. Brenda Fowler 
DOE. TNE 44 os hese ness Richard Carle 
Aunt Polly Waitersv.......... Leona Roberts 
a re ere rer Zeffie Tillury 
Droopy Beagle cocessss ONE Arquette 
[Pe MOOD: b4 b560s.06 5 William Demarest 
Ma Heagle , eke Mirandy 
ae AP Se ”. eer > Walter Catlett 


‘Comin’ Round the Mountain’ is an 


obviously artificial tale of adventures | 


in the hillbilly country of Tennessee. 
Utilizing lanky and long-whiskered 
mountaineers in poses similar to 
those displayed in Esquire cartoons, 
and tossing in several radio back- 





| baud’s 


| group would pass in a high 
| play, 


| smattering 


i; woods Tennessee family after 


woodsian personalities, picture fails 


to jell in either the comedy or dra- | 


matic departments. It's a program | 
filler for the secondary duals, with 
chance of catching mild attention in 
the rural sectors. 

Story is only an excuse—and a 
poor one—for the hiilbilly setting. 
Material is shoddy, and not given 
much assistance by George Archain- 
direction, which fails to 
punch over the comedy situations. 
Makeup of the _ radio-appearing 
school 
but the crudity of wigs and 
crepe whiskers is uncalled for in a 
modern motion picture production. 

Bob Burns returns to his. back- 
a brief 
adventure in the city. The hillbilly 
musical aggregation is promoted onto 
a small radio station operated at the 
nearby crossroads village; there’s a 
of mountain feuding— 
some political chicanery in operation 
of the poorhouse—and the eventual 
election of Burns us mayor of the 
town with able assistance of the 


| mountaineers. / 


, backwoods 


| Peary), Old Timer (Bill 


Burns is unimpressive as the citi- 
fied member of the clan, but there's 
no material of consequence provided 
in the script. Radio characters of 
programs, Uncle Ezra 
(Pat Barrett). Gildersleeve (Harold 
Thompson ), 
(Cliff Arquette), and 
Mirandy, have been assembled for 
cast assignments. Una Merkel gets 
minor attention as the romantic 
interest, while inclusion of Jerry 
Colonna for brief appearance is 
padded footage without compensat- 
ing laughs. William Demarest is 
okay as the city slicker. 

The hillbilly musical 


Grandpappy 


aggregation 


| presents several tunes claimed to be 


| ford. 


‘authentic music from the Tennessee | 


hill country. After the first tattered 


| appearance of the group, the novelty 


adherents. Una O’Connor is most _ (WITH SONGS) 3 : 
: : . Republic production and release. No 
prominent in support as the maid director credit. Screenplay, Val Burion 
/confused by the strange proceed- | and Ewart Adamson; camera, Jack Marta; 
ings, and provides a standout epi- | editor ,Ernest Nims; musical ee. Cy 
} ; ¥ f ee Feuer. Reviewed in Projection oom, N. 
sode when she imbibes brandy too Y., Aug. 8, ‘40. Running time, 67 MINS, 
freely and gets ‘organized by Dou- ON Serer Tames Gleason 
glas. Eugene Pallette is the| Lil Higgins................. Lucile Gleason 
estranged husband, while Curt Bois | Sidney Higgins.........-... tussell Gleason 
and Leonid Kinskey catch a few Fev OS tee eeeeeees went Fong ee 
laughs in brief appearances as Com- | Tommy BEAMING. « o ccccccscses ‘Tommy Ryan 
mies. | Horatio Bottomley......... ~.....Eric Blore 
With most of the action confined a Sone euee evheaks <= wg _— 
GReescocesevcseccees vorresiel 
to the apartment, picture has its | Henry Potter-Potter...... William Halligan 
weak moments with series of repeti- | Marian Potter-Potter.......... Mary Ainslee 
tious happenings that might not be | Bill Connolly................ William Brady 
so apparent with better direction | Hamer isco c yaieate wane | 
that would have smacked over top- | Lord Stoke- Newington. -Aubrey Mather 
pers to the gags and situations at | Judith...... ......-Mary Kenyon 
hand. These rather dull passages a ; 

prove a burden to the bright and | If ever anyone can get into dutch 


wears off. Walt. 


THE SECRET SEVEN 


Columbia production and release. Fea- 
tures Florence’ Kice, Barton Maclane, 
Bruce Bennett. Directed by James Moore. 
Story, Dean Jennings and Robert Tasker 
adaptation by Tasker: editor, Charles Ne})- 
SON ; photography, John Stumar At Glohe, 

Y., week Aug. 10, °40, dual, Running 
time, 62 MINS, 


ep a ees o Florence Rice 
fam O’Donnell.......... Barton Maclane 
fk | RAS 4 ens Bruce Bennett 
CE BES ov ccocascee Joseph Crehan 
saute ees a5 8004 Joseph Downing 
a, ME do a5 cne0%6s Howard Hickman 
Professor Holtz......... Edward Van Sloan 
ge Ee Don Beddo« 
Professor Cordet.....,.. . 4.. Hay 
Prooks....... ero rrr William Forrest 
De Soto Bes Danton Ferrero 
SP George Anderfon 


peer- | 


The solution of crime by scientific 
means provides the motive for “The 
Secret Seven,’ a romantic melodrama 
that will get by as the second feature 
on duals. 
it will probably have trouble except 
in smaller houses. 

Title is gained from the formation 
of a committee of scientists who de- 
cide that test tubes, cameras and 
microscopes are weapons the police 
should use in fighting crime. For the 
purposes of stressing the point, some 
large city is chosen whose chief of 
police apparently doesn't even know 


these scientific methods exist. [What 
kind of a city can that be and 
where? ] 

However, the public is given a 


somewhat tedious les 
of such modern means of building up 
evidence and a band of racketeers 
is ultimately pinned to a couple of 


“on in the detail 


murders. The men of science, a total 
of seven, have the active and moral 
support of the chief of police’s 
daughter, while one of their number 
is a former con who has gone 
straight. 

Florence Rice plays the chief's 
daughter and Bruce Bennett is the 


lad who has turned from 
crime-detection. Miss Rice, who has 
a mole on the side of her face which 
shows up quite badly at times, gives 
a Satisfactory performance in the 
main, as does Bennett. They are 
paired for romantic interest and. for 


crime to 


some suspense as the mob cracks 
down on the ‘secret seven,’ Miss 
Rice is kidnapped 

The story is fairly well written 
and the dialog is okay. Sufficient 
action is provided to appease the 
meller fans but there is no comedy 
relief whatever. ‘ 
Barton MacLane again acquits 
himself creditably in the role of a 
heavy, this time as leader of a mob 


in- 
Lessers include 


that flourishes in several rackets. 
cluding bookmaking. 


Joseph Crehan, Joseph Downing, 
Howard Hickman and Edward Van 
Sloan, Char. 


none outstanding 


SOUTH TO KARANGA 


Universal release of Marshall Grant pro 
duction Features Charles Bickford, James 
Craig, Tuli Deste, John Sutton, Maurice 
Moscovitch, Directed by Warold Schuster; 
Original screenplay by Edmund L. Hart- 
mann, Stanley Rubin; camera, Jerry Ash. 
At Rialto, N. Y., dual. week Aug. 8 "40 
Running time, 59 MINS, ; 
OTe WOTTRIOR..... ois ecces ‘harles” Bickford 
RTO. BEES 656.05 00450 Ca rewe we James Craig 
Julia Garrett.... Coeeseeens Luli Deste 
SPO. WRMTNOE, s56sbora ad cueing John Sutton 
Paul Stacpo.....ccccs. Maurice Moscovitch 
es Se SC ids b50.b00 Seeeesss ---Paul Hurst 
ae, ee Abner Biberman 
oe ee .Ben Carte 
Dr. Gree leat. bersoneseeeee Frank Reicher 


eee Addison Richards 


These are the dog days for the 
exhibitor trying to fill out a program 


until the new season's pictures com 
<a This one won't cheer him up. 


Whole production smaeks of economy, 
stacking up as a trivial 


that will weigh down any dual setup. 

Treating with the sketchy attempt 
of a mining company to rush ammu- 
nition and a ‘white god’ of the na- 


ltives to a beleaguered miné in the 


African jungles, ”*South to Karanga’ 
is reminiscent of numberless previ- 
ous screen vehicles depicting speed- 
ing foreign express trains and fights 
to overcome hordes of jungle savages. 

Story has the added handicap of 
having a comparatively new director 
at the helm and a cluster of unknown 
players, except veteran Charles Bick- 
Only a good performance by 
Paul Hurst, as heavy comic, lightens 
some of the more implausible or ob- 
ViOUus pe assages, 

Aside from’ Bickford’s studied 
characterization as the American 
consul who goes on the harum- 
scarum adventure, and Paul Hurst's 
comedy efforts as a prize-fight man- 
ager, contributing roles are uni- 
formly mediocre. Particularly poor 
are John Sutton, Luli Deste and 
Addison Richards. James Craig, as 
an American adventurer, is disap- 
pointing as the juvenile lead. Same 
is true of the slight romance built 
up between him and Luli Deste. 


Harold Schuster’s direction is as 
unoriginal as the yarn, Jerry Ash’s 
photography is uneven. Wear, 





Everything Is Rhythm 


(British-Made) 
(MUSICAL) 

Actor release of Joe Reck production, 
Siturs Harry Rey and band, features Prine 
cess Pearl Dorothy Boyd, Clerissa Sel- 
wyn, Robert English, Gerald Barry and 
Bil Currie, Directed by Alf Goulding. Story, 


‘Tom Geraghty: sereenplay, Syd Courtnuay; 
' editor Samuel Simmonds; photography, 
ij Ernest Palmer; musie by Cyril Ray, Harry 

Rey and Jack Meskill, At Central, N. Y., 

dual, week Aug. 7, ‘40. Running time, 

65 MINS, 

OS Se errr Terre Warry Rey 

ag Pe RS ae eee eee Princess Pearl 
L GPOthe. sacs cence sus écneer Dorethy Boyd 

Mics DOismam@.crcecccccocess Clarissa Selwyn 

Ce SUNG i < vo vo 00 v0 4eevens Robert Knglish 

Come Reeeiiiscks +080 tsnsees Gerald Barry 

EMCY cass doveccccéeccsest seme Treeneray 

i FAT irene rit ree Bill Currie 

ee RP ere Agnes Rrantford 

TO WARE. i cccceseeceebessees Sid Crossley 





‘Everything Is Rhythm’ is a musi- 
cal romance from the tight little isle 


‘and it manages to be fairly amusing, 


In single feature territory | 


‘B’ class film | 


although its chances on this side are 


dubious in view of cast names who 
are unknown. Production is built 
around Harry Roy and his band 


from British vaudeville and radio. 

The story, woven around Roy and 
a princess, holds the attention in 
spite of dialog that fails to stir and 
performances which for the most 
part are stilted. Both Roy and Prin- 
cess Pearl (claimed to be the genuine 
article) are the romantic leads. They 
are engaging as personalities, but 
green as artists before a camera, 
This is Roy’s first picture. 

The orchestra leader-singer 
the princess of a mythical 
meet in London and fall in love, but 
representatives of the titled lady's 
home country don’t like the idea and 
toss the monkey-wrench into the 
works. Ultimately there is reunion 
and clearing up of misunderstand- 
ings. 

Band is all right rather 
sational, and some of the 
dance numbers with Roy, 
and others, 


and 
kingdom 


than 
song-ande- 
Bill Currie 
plus numerous bits, are 
hardly more than passable Big 
spot for the band and several bits, 
songs, etc., are provided by an en- 
gagement played in Monrovia, where 
the reconciliation takes place. Fin- 
ish has the band and Roy, plus the 
princess, doing ‘Sky High Honey- 
moon,’ a lilting refrain. 


sen- 


Other numbers by Cyril Ray and 
Jack Meskill are ‘You're the Last 
Word in Love,’ ‘Black Minnie’s Got 


the Blues,’ ‘Internationale,’ ‘Man of 
My Dreams’ and ‘Make Some Music.’ 
Best of these is ‘Internationale.’ Roy 
himself wrote ‘Life Is Empty With- 
out Love,’ a quite listenable song, 
‘No Words, No Anything’ and ‘Cheer- 
ful Blues 

Supporting Roy and Princess Pearl 
are Dorothy Boyd, a very ingrati- 
ating screen type; Clarissa Selwyn, @ 
character woman; Robert English, a 


pompous duke, and Gerald Barry, 
playing a count. 
Technically the production is 


fairly good. Char, 


SON OF ROARING DAN 


(WITH SONGS) 


Universal release of Joseph G Sanford 
production. Stars Johnny Mack Krown, 
fexntures Fuzzy Knight, Neil O'Day, Jeanne 
Kelly, Robert Homans, John Eldredge Di- 
rected by Ford Beebe Story .and #dapta- 
tion, Clarence Upson Young; film director, 
Paul t.andres; songs by Milton Rosen and 
Everett Carter: photography, William Sick- 
ner At Central, N. Y., dual, week Aug. 7, 
41() Running time, 60 MINS. 

Jim Reardon......... Johnny Meck Brown 
VOR MN. 45500 eencétandes Fuzzy Knight 
Jane Belden... .cccccccccescsse- Nell @ Day 
POEM TEROOEOs osc ccacceneesvorns dene weeur 
Ee: Sr USE ss sdb avees varus Robert Homans 
Stuart Manning...... wocces Tom Chatterton 
PND» 5 4 6060440006980500 John Eldredge 
PEMAL SOOOER. cov ccoees Coeeses Ethan Laidlaw 
Is ov abees coud Sb66ksa Ken «~lafe McKee 
ee C2 55 5545.0 04 640s Dick Alexander 
Charlie Gregg... rer Eddie Polo 
ar eee ‘The Texas Rangers 





Well-turned western in the Johnny 
Meck Brown series which carries 
Fuzzy Knight for eomedy relief. Ne 
complaints are to be expecied. 

The story is in a familiar groove 
but a refreshing note is struck by 
having a tough old westerner im @ 
key part who growls at everyone 
most all the time. He is the Roaring 
Dan of the title and Brown, the svfi- 
spoken southerner who once starred 


(Continued on page 19) 
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8 A.M. FRIDAY AT THE STRAND 
N.Y.... AND PROVING EVERY 
MINUTE THAT IT IS BEYOND 
ALL DOUBT 1940'S BIGGEST 











ERROL FLYNN in ‘THE SEA HAWK’ 
with BRENDA MARSHALL + CLAUDE RAINS + Donald Crisp * Flora Robson * Alan Hale « Directed by MICHAEL CURTIZ ° 
Screen Play by Howard Koch and Seton |. Miller-* Music by Erich Walfgang Korngold * A Worner Bros ~First Notional Picture 
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Four Big UA Pix Due in September; 


See War Cueing Fewer 41-42 Films 


‘September will be the most dis- 
tinguished month in the entire 
20-year-history of United Artists,’ 
Murray Silverstone, UA chief, de- 
clared on his return to New York 
Monday (12) from a two-week visit 
on the Coast. Company will deliver 
during the 30-day period four pic- 
dures each of which cost $1,000,000 
or more to make. There will be one, 
and perhaps two, additional which 
are coming close to the $1,000,000 
mark, Silverstone explained. 

Films are Samuel Goldwyn’s ‘The 
Westerner,’ which ran just about $1,- 
000,000; Charles Chaplin's ‘The Great 
Dictator. which cost $2,200,000: 
Alexander Korda’s ‘Thief of Bagdad,’ 
in Technicolor, which will tally up 
to almost $2,000,000; and Walter 
Wanger’s ‘Foreign Correspondent,’ 
which set the producer back $1,600,- 
000. In addition, certain to be re- 
leased is Edward Small's ‘Kti Carson’ 
and, possibly late in the month, Wal- 
ter Wanger’s presentation of John 
Ford’s production, ‘Long Voyage 
Home. Both are comparatively ex- 
pensive films, although they cost less 
than $1,000,060. 

Tremendous ad and pre-selling 
campaigns are being staged on the 
films, with about $750,000 earmarked 
for this purpose. ‘Westerner’ and 
‘Carson’ will both have out-of-town 
openings, the former in Fort Worth, 
Tex., and the latter in Denver. Whole 
force is being set up, in addition, on 
the Chaplin film. Ed Stein, formerly 
of the Goldwyn staff, started on 
Monday (12) handling special pub- 
licity and a couple femmes have 
been hired to introduce Chaplin to 
‘the younger generation.’ 

UA program, Silverstone said, 
shows the company’s determination 


to compensate for the loss of foreign | 


markets by turning out better pix 
to cash in on the full potential of 
the domestic scene. 
Fewer Films in °41-42 

Because of foreign losses, Silver- 
stone predicted fewer pictures from 
all companies in 1941-42 than in 
1940-41. Balance sheets haven't yet 
begun to show the dents they eventu- 
ally must, he said, when distribs 
write off losses of European assets. 
UA chief pointed out that Nazis had 





Consent Decree 


Continued from page 7 


of five after trade showings than the 
distributors are in attempting to sell 
in that manner. In this connection 
safer position 
selling 


distrib is in a much 
under that system of 
the theatres are. 

One of the questions under a nine 
months’ escape clause seemingly is 
whether one of the Big Five could 
withdraw from it 
losses and the other four didn't. 
Twentieth’s disposition ostensibly is 





to be assured it can pull out if it | 


alone finds the decree unprofitable to 
the business. The same would go for 
Par. 

Kent went back to his summer re- 
treat at the Thousand Islands over 
the weekend and there have been no 
conferences in New York with Geov- 
ernment representatives for the past 
week although there have been tele- 
phone calls to Washington. 
that have been made would indicate 
that the U. S. is willing to have fur- 
ther huddles with respect to Par’s 
and 20th’s position on the decree. 

Early Trial Deubted 

Reports from Washington Friday 

/(9) that the Department of Justice 


had decided to throw out the decree | 


if it isn’t placed inte operation as 
written and go to trial on the gov- 
erament suit are in conflict with the 
substance of the telephone conversa- 
tions held by attorneys. Another 
story was that investigators and 
other workers on the film case had 
been told te take their vacations 
early so that they could be avail- 
able to prepare for a possible early 
trial. 

More recently reports from Wash- 
ington are that administrative offi- 
cers high in Government places are 
urging the Dept .of Justice to settle 
the suit against the majors at any 
cost. A decree, according to these 
accounts, is favored at the best pes- 
sible terms to avoid prcsecution of 
the suit in view of the cost, as well 
as the fact this is an election year 
and, secondly, that the film industry 
|is cooperating as an imporfant fac- 
tor in defense preparedness plans. 

Denovan’s F.D.R. Weekend 


about trying to buy films in blocks | 


some exhib opinion has been that the | 


than | 


if it could prove | 


The calls | 


Advance Production Chart - 





Hollywood, Aug. 13. 


Last weekend saw production at its lowest ebb in | 
months, two studios being without production entirely, | 
‘and films in work in others ranging from two to eight, | 
United Artists and Monogram were | 


i 


for a total of 34. 
completely at a standstill as regards production when 


Columbia 


(1940-41) 
Prem- Re- Shoot- Now ToBe Scripts 
ised leased ing Cutting Shot in Work 
Features ... 44 0 2 7 36 36 
Westerns .. 16 0 0 2 ll 11 
Serials ..... 4 0 0 ti) 4 4 
Totals . 64 6 2 9 51 51 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 


camera, James S. Brown, Jr. 
Lester, Stanley Fields, Doris Lloyd, Noel Madison, 
Robert Middlemass, Hobart Cavanaugh, Harry Cording, 
Theodore Von Eltz, John Hamilton. 


THE GREAT SWINDLE, formerly TAMPERED 
EVIDENCE, formerly MISSING EVIDENCE, meller; 
prod., Larry Darmour; dir., Lewis D. Collins; seript, 
Eric Taylor, Al DeMond; camera, James S. Brown, Jr. 
Cast: Jack Holt, Marjorie Reynolds, Henry Kolker, 
Jonathan Hale, Sidney Blackmer, Douglas Fowley, 
Tom Kennedy, John Douglas, Russel Hicks. 

PINTO KID, western with songs; prod., Leon Barsha; 
dir., Lambert Hillyer; orig. screen play, Fred Myton; 
camera, George Meehan. Cast: Charles Starrett, Lenore 
| Currie, Sons of the Pioneers, Paul Sutton, Hank Bell, 
| Jack Rockwell, Bob Nolan, Tim Spencer, Ben Taggart, 
| Ernie Adams, Francis Walker, Dick Botiller. 


| THE DURANGO KID, western with music; producer, 
| Jack Fier for Irving Briskin unit; director, Lambert 
| Hillyer; orig. screen play, Paul Franklin; camera, John 
,Stumar. Cast: Charles Starrett, Luana Walters, Sons 
of the Pioneers, Forrest Taylor, Ben Taggert, Kenneth 


| MacDonald, Frank LaRue, Bob Nolan, Francis Walker, 


, Tim Spencer, Steve Clark, John Tyrrell. 


THE LADY IN QUESTION, formerly IT HAPPENED 
IN PARIS, formerly GRIBOUILLE, drama; prod., B. B. 


| Kahane; dir. Charles Vidor; screenplay, Lewis Melt- | 


| zer: original, Marcel Achard; camera, Lucien Andriot. 
,Cast: Brian Aherne, Rita Hayworth, Glenn Ford, Irene 
|Rich, Evelyn Keyes, Edward Norris, Curt Bois, 
| Frank Reicher. Julius Tannen, Lloyd Corrigan, George 
Coulouris, Philip Van Zandt, William Strack, James B. 
Carson, Jack Rice, Earl Gunn, Harrison Greene, Wil- 
|liam Castle, Frank Hilliard, Carlton Griffin, Roland 
Alexander. 

HE STAYED FOR BREAKFAST, comedy-drama 
(1939-40): prod., B. P. Schulberg; dir., Alexander Hall: 
screenplay, P. J. Wolfson, Michael Fessier, Ernest 
Vajda; camera, Joseph Walker. Cast: Melvyn Doug- 
las, Loretta Young, Una O'Connor, Eugene Pallette, 
| Alan Marshal. 
| FIVE LITTLE PEPPERS IN TROUBLE, formerly 
FIVE LITTLE PEPPERS AT SCHOOL, comedy- 
drama (1939-40); prod., Jack Fier; dir., Charles Barton: 


THE GREAT PLANE ROBBERY, formerly KEEP | 
"EM ALIVE, meller: producer, Larry Darmour; direc- | 
tor, Lewis D. Collins; screen play, Albert DeMond; | 
Cast: Jack Holt, Vicki | 


week closed. Republic, with one going in Friday (9), 
just escaped @ goose-egg. 

Total of $4 pictures were listed as in cutting rooms 
as of Aug. 10, either awaiting preview or release. 
There remain approximately 400 features, westerns 
and serials to be made for the new season, in keeping 
with sales convention pronouncements, 


Young. Kenneth Harlan, Dud Taylor, Ray Teal, Jim 
Thorpe, Walter Taylor, Lucien Maxwell. 
Columbia Pix Now in Production 

BLONDIE PLAYS CUPID, formerly BLONDIE 
GOES TO THE COUNTRY, comedy; asso. prod., Robert 
Sparks; dir., Frank Strayer; screen play, Richard Flour- 
noy, Karen DeWolf; camera, Henry Freulich. Cast: 
Penny Singleton, Arthur Lake, Larry Simms, Danney 
Mummert, Daisy. . 

THE LITTLE PROFESSOR, drama; asso. prod. 
Ralph Cohn; dir., Max Noffeck; no writing credits. 
Cast: Paul Kelly, Rochelle Hudson, 


Metro 


(1940-41) 
Prom- Re- Sheet- New ToBe Scripts 
ised leased ing Cutting Shet in Work 
Features .44-52 0 a 13 49 49 
I. Goldsmith 1 6 0 1 0 0 
Tetals.. 44-53 © 4 14 49 49 


Pictures in cotting rooms or awaiting release: 

BUSMAN’S HONEYMOON, drama (1939-40): being 
produced in England by Ben Goetz; director, Arthur 
Woods; original story, Dorothy Sayers. Cast: Robert 
Montgomery, Constance Cummings, Leslie Banks, Sey- 
mour Hicks, Robert Newton, Louise Hampton, Gwen 
Franeyvn Davies. 

WE WHO ARE YOUNG, formerly I DO, formerly TO 
OWN THE WORLD, drama (1939-40); producer, Sey- 
mour Nebenzahl; director, Harold S. Bucquet; no writ- 
ing credits released; camera, Karl Freund. Cast: Lana 
Turner, John Shelton, Gene Lockhart, Don Castle, Jane 
Drummond, Jack Rice, Richard Crane, Shirley Ward. 

GOLDEN FLEECING, comedy-drama _ (1939-40): 
prod., Edgar Selwyn; dir., Leslie Fenton; no writing 
credits; camera, Len Smith. Cast: Lew Ayres, Rita 
Johnson, Virginia Grey, Nat Pendleton, Leon Errol, 
Richard Carle, George Lessey, E. Mason Hopper, King 
Baggot, Edward Kilroy. 

ESCAPE, drama; producer, Lawrence Weingarien: 
director, Mervyn LeRoy; from novel by Ethel Vance: 
camera, Robert Planck. Cast: Norma Shearer, Robert 
Taylor, Nazimeva, Felix Bressart, Paul Lukas, Bonita 
Granville. 

DULCY, drama; prod., Edgar Selwyn; dir., S. Sylvan 


Simon; no writing credits; camera, Charles Lawton. 
Cast: Ann Sothern, Ian Hunter, Billie Burke, Dan 
Dailey, Jr.. Reginald Gardiner, Lynne Carver, Roland 


Young, Hans Conreid, Guinn Williams, Joe Yule. 
STARS LOOK DOWN, drama; produced in England: 


original by A. J. Cronin; director, Carroll Reed. Cast: 
Emlvn Williams, Margaret Lockwood, Michael Rea- 
grave, 


STRIKE UP THE BAND, musical; producer, Arthur 
Freea: director, Busby Berkeley; no writing crediis re- 





Z ‘ ntir ae rriti “redits: camer: Nag. : Snacks Shae 4 ] 
taken over the companys entire Col. William Donovan, one of the | 2° writing credits; camera, Benjamin Kline. Cast: Edith | leased: camera, Ray June. Cast: Mickey Rooney, Judy 


business in France and when these ; Fellows, Dorothy Ann Seese. Dorothy Peterson, Ronald | Garland. June Preisser. Betty Jayn as hai 
‘ most d se ON ho secgeeteiegee . 3 : : a rarland, « isser, Jaynes, Douglas McPhail, 
assets are lopped off the books, as country’s foremost defense figures | Sinclair, Charles Peck, Rex Evans, Pierre Watkin, Shir- Phil Silvers, William Svecy, Macnee ok. cPhai 


and counsel for RKO in the Govern- | jey Mills, Rita Quigley, Tommy Bond, Don Beddoe, 
ment suit, spent the weekend with Shirley Ricketts, Betty Jane Graham, Antonia Oland 
President Roosevelt, but whether it Beverly Mitchelson, Judy Lynn, Bruce Bennett. ' 
was to discuss defense or the consent SO YOU WON’T TALK, formerly CLAY PIGEON, | Cast: Wallace Beery. Marjorie Main, Ann Rutherford 
decree could rot be learned. Thur- comedy; prod., Robert Sparks; dir.. Edward Sedgwick: | Lee Bowman. Bobs Watson. Sara Haden. William Tan- 
man Arnold, who has beer more de- | orig. screenplay, Richard Flourney; camera, Alan Seig- | nen, Russell Simpson, Paul Kelly Joseph Calleia, Chiet 
sirous of pushing the suit than set- ler. Cast: Joe E. Brown, Frances Robinson, Vivienne isstatemchnendl son, , Josep é a, 

tling it, arrived in N. Y. Friday (9), Osborn, Bernard Nedell, Tom Dugan, Dick Wessel. DR. KILDARE GOES HOME, drama: director, Har- 
but is not known te have had any WIZARD OF DEATH, drama (1939-40); asso. prod.. | old S. Bucquet: camera, Harold Rosson. Cast: Lione! 


they must be, it will make a bad 
hole in the statement. 

Although the company will prob- 
ably have no more pictures in 1941- 
42 than for the coming season, Sil- 
verstone said it will definitely have 
two additional ‘important’ producers. 
He admitted having been in nego- 
tiation with them during his recent 


BAD MAN OF WYOMING, formerly WYOMING. 
western drama: prod., Milton Bren: dir., Richard 
Thorpe: no writing credits; camera, Clyde De Vinna. 


we : talks with film attorneys. He is | Wally MacDonald; director, Nick Grindle; no writing | Barrymore, Lew Ayres, Lorraine Day, John Shelton, 
Coast stay. ; thought to have come up principally cre dits released; camera, Benjamin Kline. Cast: Boris Nat Pendleton. 
Silverstone denied reports that on the monopoly case instituted agg ~~ _Keyes, Bruce Bennett, Edward Van Metre Pix Now in Production 
there have been recent confabs to against companies working under Soke weent aggart, Kenneth MacDonald, Don Beddoe, ae a eS PEER : : ;, 
; yrell. BITTER SWEET, musical; asso. prod., Victor Savile: 


end the Goldwyn lawsuit. oe} . jt? E ; had no 
| foreign patents and making mate BEFORE I DIE, drama (1939-40): prod.. Ben Hecht director, W. S. Van Dyke; novel by Noel Coward: no 


: Hayworth, Thomas Mitchell, John 
Qualen, Constance Worth, Ethelreda Leopold, Stanley 


— en | rials required for defense. : and Douglas Fairbanks, Jr.: dir.. Ben Hecht: origin: . screen play credits; camera, Oliver Marsh. Cast: 
ie | Arnold refused to discuss the film Ben Hecht: camera. Lee Garmes. 7 ern oe Jeanette MacDonald, Nelson Eddy, Paul Lukas, Fay 
COOIE ept. tores case or reports emanating from banks. Jr. Rita . bids 2 < Holden, Edward Ashley, Lynn Carver. 


Washington, but it is believed in in- THE PHILADELPHIA STORY, drama: asso. prod. 


Cut Into Filmeries’ B () ner industry circles that he has not | Brown, Jack Roper. Jose ph L Mi nkiewiez; director, George Cukor: orig- 

eV yet shut off all negotiations on a THE HOWARDS OF VIRGINIA, drama; asso. prod., — by Mare eee: Se screen play credits; camera, 

ons settlement with the majors. This is Jack H. Skirball: dir.. Frank Lloyd: story, Elizabeth an oy Jem aa, ast: Katherine Hepburn, Cary 

St. Louis, Aug. 13. not the understanding at least, it is Page; screenplay, Sidney Buchman; camera, Bert Glen- gv icgaga oo weap an mannan. 

Air-conditioning of two of this %¢clared, although unofficial. non. Cast: Cary Grant, Martha Scott, Sir Cedric Hard- | , hengurna 8 fg LEFT HAND, comedy drama: 

burg’s largest downt« wn dept. stor s The question also arises as to Wicke, Alan Marshal, Richard Carlson, Paul Kelly, | #SS°: Pte... John W. Considine; dir. Robert Z. Leon- 

a wn dept. stores, ether or not the Government is | 1"Ving€ Bacon, Elizabeth Risdon, Ann Revere, Richard | #74: "© writing credits; camera, George Folfey. Cast: 
the Stix, Baer & Fuller Co., and geing to delve into the cosmpbutete Alden, Phil Taylor. Rita Quigley, Libby "Asaf in Rich- Myrna Ley, Melvyn Douglas. | 

» Famous-Bgrr (May Dept. Stores Co.), © : ~ | ard Gaines, George Houston; Ralph Bytd, Dickie LITTLE NELLEE KELLY, musical; asso. prod. 


of theatre organizations and opera- | Jones. Buster Phelps 
tors who believe they should be | Wells Gordon. Charles 
heard. Somewhat paradoxical is that!  ;uUNDERING ’ 


Arthur Freed; dir., Nerman Taurog; no writing credits: 
camera, Ray June. Cast: Judy Garland, George Mur- 
phy, Charles Winninger. 


this summer is clipping the b.o. ac- 
tivity at Fanchon & Marco's down- 
town deluxer, the Ambassedor, ac- 


Wade Boteler, Mary Field, R. 
Francis. 


FRONTIER, western: 





e : ‘ ata ar asso. orod., 
cording to Chauncey B. Nelson, per- me intent of me Cpe oust Jack Fier; dir., D. Ross Lederman; screen play Saul 
sonnel director, Until this season _ to obtain relief for exhibitors, Franklin; camera, George Meehan. Cast: Charles Star- 
neither of the stores was equipped ™ ereee country wide complaint “ tt, Iris Meredith, Raphael! Bennett, Alex Callam. Carl Monogram 
with cooling systems. against the decree, which would set- 5 tockdale, Fred Burns, Bob Nolan, John Tyrell, Fran- 
Nelson. who has made a personal tle that suit, has arisen among both | cis Walker, John Dilson. (1940-41) 
survey of these iu stores. ane hae large and small exhibs. BLAZING THE OKLAHOMA TRAIL, western. assoc ~ ae 
Ratt ctmat teem ten Anbar. These theatre operators, as well as_ prod.. ‘-- Fier; — — Nelson; no writing credits: Prem- Re- Sheot- New ToBe Scripts 
ig Five, are agains ar is fea- | camera, reorge chan. “act: ee ee ““earene : ——_ s ‘ . ’ P — 
sador and the other but two blocks mes gk “i ie rh oe on a A Francis Rahineae S nes ‘ f th 2 — Dang ts <a glee uM, Feat =— a Se oe aoe tn Work 
distant. said he has found the shop- tures of the decree, but favor some se a . ns O 1e Pioneers, Stanley Brown, ures . 6 0 8 25 35 
S » Sa as e sno} suitable arbitratior achinervy One. Richard Fiske, Bob Nolan, Tim Spencer. Westerns 24 0 0 9 ‘ 
pers, particularly femmes, are bask- suitable arbitration macninery. One i : 2 24 24 
cor tn. the aan Bee oe - the high source in a major company |. ARIZONA, western drama (1939-40); prod.-dir., Wes- Tot: pe bse = am pre = 
‘ : ~ © | stated he believed everyone would | /¢Y Ruggies: screen play, Claude Binyon; original by otals 60 0 0 10 59 59 
stoves instead of the taiker } an | Stee e believed everyone woul« : . ; 
Ss im: of ne tamer nouses./ welcome a fair system cf arbitra- Clarence Budington Kelland; eamera, Joseph Walker. Pictures in the cutting room: 
Nelson has not figured how many : : — Cast: Jean Arthur, William Holden, Warren Willian ARIZONA FFE J 9 | 
dollars the Ambassador has been "0M and that then the much-dis-| porter Hall. P; taeda: Wi Ham, d LON, RONTYIER, western (1939-40): asco 
ars assé nas been ed Sect aa : . , tall, aul Harvey, Regis Toomey, Edga prod., Edward Finney: dir ‘man: ' ing 
clipped this season, but he knows it CUSS€d Section 7 dealing with dis- | Buchanan, George Chandler, Emmett Lynn, Uvald nest: Tex Micke ihe We be writing 
: : ’ : crimination would have a lot of good | Valera. , & 4] ; valdo | credits. Cast: Tex Ritter, Jim Thorpe, Dennis Moore, 


Earl Crawford, Coli < Ly a ; = 
points about it. | Wade Crosby, Svd Saylor, jules Movies Mele, Pome: 
The opinion still prevails that if | Frank Darieg, Nina Campano, Frank Hill, Earl S. 
| Par and 20th, or either one of these | Dewey, William G. Lomax. 
_two, de not come in under a consent NOBODY'S CHILDREN, drama; asso. prod., Jack | 
decree on a compromise covering Fier; dir. Charies Barton; no writing credits: camera, | 
disputed clauses, the decree would Ben Kline. Cast: Edith Fellows, Lois Wilson, Lillian | 
be off for all majors and the suit | West, Billy Lee, Janet Chapman, Cynthia Crane, Walter | 
‘Belle Starr’ back another whole would go to trial. | White, Georgia Caine. 
season were wiped out when Lamar} Action of Par and 20th amounts’ _V'M FOR RENT, drama; asso. prod., Wallace Mac- | 
Trotti was assigned to write the to rejection of the decree in the Donald; dir., D. Ross Lederman; no writing credits; | 
screenplay. It will be filmed as a/sense that they are unwilling to CMe? Franz Klener. Cast: Anita Louise, Roger | 


" ; ‘| Pryor, Frances Robinson, June McCloy, John Tyrrell 
big-budget western. standing thcugh wanting to nego- | p. te , ’ 4 ao | 
— nc g £°- | Paul Fix, Eleanor Soohoo, Selmer Jackson, George 


is associate tiate further with a view to making | Anderson, Jeni Legon, Myra Marsha, Ivan Miller 
producer on_ vehicle, mia, & ; 


which was accord possible under mofifications | y . a 
ee ast | INTO THE CRI WE : 
originally skedded for the 1939-40 and agreement, principally, on an es- | fon Barsha: a te ii agli 


season, cape clause. ‘camera, George Meehan. Cast: Bill Elliott, Evelyn 


Slim Andrews. 


Qt EEN OF THE YUKON, drama (1939-40); asso. 
prod., Paul Malvern; director, Phil Rosen; screen play, 
Joseph West; original, Jack London; camera, Harry 
Neumann. Cast: Charles Bickford, Irene Rich, June 
Carison, David O’Brien, Melvyn Lang, George Cleve- 
land, Guy Usher. 

THAT GANG OF MINE, comedy; prod., Sam Katz- 
man; dir., Joseph Lewis; orig. screen play, William 
Ridely; camera. Bob Cline. Cast: Bobbie Jordan, Lec 
Gorcey, Clarence Muse, Dave O’Brien, Joyce Bryant. 

THE APE MAN, drama; prod., W. P. Lackey; dir.. 
William Nigh; screen play, Richard Carroll and Kurt 
Siodmak; camera, Harry Neumann. Cast: Boris Karloff. 
Maris Wrixon, Gertrude Hoffman, Henry Hall, Gene 
O'Donnell. 

UP IN THE AIR, comedy; prod., Lindsley Parsons: 
dir., Howard Breiheiton; screen play, Ed Kelso; camerz, 


has been plenty. 





Trotti Scripts ‘Starr’ 
Hollywood, Aug. 13. 


Any doubts that Hollywood may 
have had that 20th-Fox would push 
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PICTURES 





Fred Jackman, Jr. Cast: Frankie Darro, Marjorie Rey- 
nolds, Morten Moreland, Gordon Jones, Tristrarn Coffin, 


Paramount 





(1940-41) 
Prom- Re- Shoot- Now ToBe Scripts 
ised leased ing Cutting Shot in Work 
Studies . 33 i) 4 13 22 22 
H. Sherman. 9% 0 1 2 5 5 
Morros- 
Stillman... 2 0 1 0 1 1 
G. Markey.. 1 0 0 0 1 1 
Totals . 45 0 6 15 29 29 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 

DANCING ON A DIME, drama; GMO production: 
director, Joseph Santley; script, Maurice Rapf, Anne 
Morrison Chapin, Allen Rivkin: based on story by Jean 
Lustig and Max Kolpe; camera, Charles Lang. Cast: 
Robert Paige, Peter Hayes, Eddie Quillan, Frank Jenks, 
Grace McDonald, Virginia Dale, Carol Adams, Lillian 
Cornell, William Frawley, John Gallaudet. Phillip 
Terry, Tom Collins, George Meader, Charles Lane, 
James Flavin, Jerry Fletcher, Frank C. Shannon, Snow- 
flake, Russell Coller, Fred Seatley, Jack Kenny, Fay 
Helm, A. S. ‘Pop’ Byron, Herbert Vigron. 

TEXAS RANGERS RIDE AGAIN, formerly TEXAS, 
formerly TEXAS RANGERS RIDE AGAIN, western 
drama; GMO production; director, James Hogan: script, 


William R. Lippman and Horace McCoy: camera, 
Archie Stout. Cast: John Howard, Ellen Drew, May 
Robson, Broderick Crawford, John Miljan, Charley 


Grapewin, Anthony Quinn. 

NORTHWEST MOUNTED POLICE, meller in Tech- 
nicolor; producer-director, Cecil B. deMille: assoc. pro- 
ducer William H. Pine; assoc. director, Arthur Rosson: 
original screen play, Alan LeMay, Jesse Lasky, Jr.. and 
C. Gardner “Sullivan; camera, Victor Milner, Duke 
Green: second unit, Dewey Wrigley. Cast: Gary 
Cooper, Madeleine Carroll, Paulette Goddard, Preston 
Foster, Robert Preston, George Bancroft. Akim Tam- 
iroff, Lynne Overman, Francis McDonald. Montagu 
Love, Lon Chaney, Jr., Regis Toomey, Walter Hamp- 
den, James Seay, Jimmy Dundee, Lane Chandler, 
Weldon Heyburn, Ethan Laidlaw, Ralph Byrd, Douglas 
Bates, John Beach, John Hart, Ted Mapes, Kermit 
Maynard, Wally Reid, Jr., Phil Terry, Jack Luden, Bud 
Geary, Eric Alden, Robert Ireland, Larry Lawson, Rod 
Cameron. Jack Pennick, Steve Carruthers, Jack Chapin, 
Emory Parnell, Ed Brady, Dick Rush, Walter Shum- 
way. Davison Clark, George E. Stone, Ean Thomas, 
Norma Nelson, Eva Puig, George Regas, Alphonse 
Martel, Ameda Lambert, Chief Big Tree, William 
Haade. William Beauman, Ted Oliver, Colin Tapley, 
Douglas Kennedy, Richard Denning, Robert Ryan, 
James Flavin. John Murton, Earl Askam, Nestor Paiva, 
Harry Seinels, Harry Vejar, Tony Patton, Tony Merlo, 
Constant Franke, Fred Malatesta, Pedro Regas. Charles 
Stevens, Irene Colman, John Laird, Jack Rutherford, 
Jim Pierce. Donald Curtis, Russ Clark, Bob St. Angelo, 
Albert Pollet, Tony Martelli, Delmar Costello, Louis 
Natheaux, Glay De Roy, Dave Dunbar, Dutch Hendrian, 
Sack Byron, Ed Brady, Sid D’Albrook, Hector Sarno, 
Soledad Jiminez, Lou Merril, Charlene Wyatt. Clara 
Blandick, John Power, Ynez Seabury, John Merton, 
Foy Van Dolson, Jack Clifford, Alonzo Price, Paul Sut- 
ton, Anthony L. Caruso, Julia Faye, Edith Mills, Major 
Fred Farrell, Cyril Ring, Sam Ash, Jane Keckley, 
Noble Johnson, Ray Mala, Monte Blue, Chief Thunder- 
bird, Chief Yowlachie, Bill Wilkerson, Bill Hazlett, 
Chief Thundercloud, Frank Lackteen, George Magrill, 
Marc Cortez, Chuck Hamilton. 

A NIGHT AT EARL CARROLL’S, musical; GMO 


roduction; asso. producer, Earl Carroll: _ director, 
Kurt Neumann: orig. screen play, Lynn Starling: cam- 
era, Leo Tover. Cast: Ken Murray, Rose Hobart, 


Blanche Stewart, Elvia Allman, J. Carroll Naish. Russell 
Hicks, William Davidson, Forbes Murray, Ralph Emer- 
son, Allen Cavan, George McKay, Lillian Cornell, Jack 
Norton, Truman Bradley, Beryl Wallace, Ruth. Rogers, 
Betty McLaughlin, John Laird, Sam Ash, Kay Sutton, 
Mary Lou Cook. Florine McKinney, Wanda McKay, 
Jean Phillips, Lela Moore, Emory Parnell. 

THE ALDRICH FAMILY IN LIFE WITH HENRY, 
comedy-drama; producer-director, Theodore Reed; 
original story and screen play by Clifford Goldsmith 
and Don Hartman; camera, Leo Tover. Cast: Jackie 
Cooper, Leila Ernst, Eddie Bracken, Hedda Hopper, 
Fred Niblo, Kay Stewart, Etta McDaniel, Moroni Olsen, 
Rand Brooks, Josephine Whittell, Pierre Watkin, Doris 
Lioyd Armand ‘Curley’ Wright, George Meader. Jack 
Clifford, Edith Evanson, Lucien Littlefield, Frances 
Carson, Frank Thomas, Sr., Robert Winkler, Danny 
Mummert, Ivan Miller, Mary Currier, Thurston Hall, 
Charlotte Treadway, Winifred Harr's, Theodore Von 
Eltz, Hanlew Stafford. Rod Cameron, Douglas F ihy, 
Jean Phillips. Lillian West, Sam Ash, Cyril Ring, Wil- 
liam Hall, Tina Marshall, Harry Depp, James Dundee, 
George Melford, Arthur Stuart Hull, Stanley Mack, 
Ned Norton, John Laird, Betty Farrington, Jan Buck- 
ingham, Rita Owin, Besse Wade, Mary Akin, Gus Reed, 


Frances Raymond, Nell Craig, Helen Dickson, Fern 
Emmett, John Sylvester, Clarence Badger, Jr.. Ronnie 
Rondell, Wanda McKay, Betty McLaughlin, Ruth 
Rogers, Harry Lash, Farl Dewey. John H Dilson, 
George Anderson, Gordon Hart, Harry C. Bradley, 


Adrian Morris, Frances Monis, George Barton 

A DATE WITH DESTINY, formerly DESTINY. 
drama; producer, George Arthur; director, Tim 
Whelan: screen play, Howard J. Green; camera, led 
Tetzlaff. Cast: Basil Rathbone, John Howard, Martin 
Kosleck, Ellen Drew, Barbara Jo Allen, Ralph Morgan 


Kitty Kelly. Hugh Sothern, Howard Mit hell. Cha les 
McAvoy, Billy Benedict, Henry Victor, Douglas Ken- 
nedy, Frances Raymond, Harry Hayden, Harry B: ley 
John Laird, James Seay, Ben Taggart. Ned Nort yn 
Max Wagner, Edward Earle, Hugh O'Connell. Jean 
Phillips, Kav Stewart, Wanda McKay, Betty McLaugh- 
lin, George Chandler. Norma Varden, Jacques V: naire, 
Laura Treadwell, William J. Kline, Larry McGrath, 
Billy Wayne. Johnnie Morris, George Walcott Paul 


Kruger, Phillip Morris, Eddie Dunn, Dorothy Dayton 

I WANT A DIVORCE, drama; producer, George 
Arthur; director, Ralph Murphy; screen play, F ank 
Butler; based on a story by Adela Rogers 5t Johns: 
camera, Ted Tetzlaff. Cast: Joan _Blondell, Dick 
Powell, Gloria Dickson, Frank Fay, Sidney Blackmer, 
Jessie Ralph. Harry Davenport, Conrad Nagel, Dorothy 
Burgess, Mickey Kuhn, Harry Hadden, Natalie Moor- 
head, Isabel Withers, Jean. Phillips, Edmund Elton, 
Lenita Lane, Edna Bennett. Pat West, Don Brodie. John 
Hartley, Virginia McMullin, Ruth Cherrington, Donnie 
Kerr, Emma Tansey, Adele Horner, Brandon Tynan, 
George Huntley, Herbert Rawlinson, Richard Clarke, 
Earle Dewey, Louise Beavers, Frank Austin, Betty Mc- 
Laughlin, Elizabeth Valentine, Roscoe Ates, Byron 
Foulger, Edward Earle, Charles McAvoy, James Seay, 
Snowflake, Ed Stanley, Archie Twitchell, Frances Mor- 
ris, Norma Nelson, Paul Stanton, George Meader, John 
Kelly, Paco Moreno, Eva Puig, Frank Wayne. sae 

COMIN’ AROUND THE MOUNTAIN, comedy (1939- 
40); GMO production; asso. prod., Bill Thomas: dir., 
George Archainbaud; screen play, Lewis R. Fister, 
Maxwell Shane, Duke Atteberry; based on story by 
sewis R. Foster; camera, William Mellor. Cast: Bob 


» RI WM AO — 


| Mirandy, Richard Carle. 


Burns, Una Merkel, Pat Barrett, Jerry Colonna, Don}! 
Wilson, Harold Peary, Bill Thompson, Cliff Arquette, | 


| Harry Sherman: director Lesley Selander; screen play 


THREE MEN FROM TEXAS, western: producer, | 
- 


Norton S. Parker; based on characters created by } 
Clarence E. Mulford; camera, Russell Harlan. Cast: | 
Bill Boyd, Russell Hayden, Andy Clyde, Esther Estrella, | 
Thornton Edwards, Morris Ankrum, Dick Curtis. George | 
Lollier, Glenn Strange, Neyl Marx, Lucio Villegas, 
Davison Clark, Morgan Wallace. 

_RANGERS OF FORTUNE, drama; producer, Dale 
Van Every; director, Sam Wood: original screen play 
by Frank Butler; camera, Theodor Sparkuhl. Cast: | 
Fred MacMurray, Albert Dekker, Gilbert Roland, Pa- | 
ticia Morison, Joseph Schildkraut, Betty Brewer, a | 


| thur Allen, Bernard Nedell. Brandon Tynan, Dick | 
Alexander, Paul Newlan, Charles Middleton. Dick | 
Foran, John Miljan, Rosa Turich, Erville Alderson, | 





' Lackteen, Mare Cortez. 


| Technicolor camera, William V. Skall. 


Fern Emmett, Frank Puglia, Minor Watson, Matt Mc- 
Hugh, Joseph Eegerton, Earl Seaman, Jack Richardson, | 
Charles Irwin, Frank Hagney, Harry Burslen, Dewey | 
Robinson, Edward Le Saint, Rod Cameron. | 

RHYTHM ON THE RIVER, formerly GHOST. 
MUSIC, musical drama; producer, William LeBaron: | 
director, Vic Schertzinger; script, Dwight Taylor; based 
on story by Billy Wilder and Jacques Thery:; camera. 
Ted Tetzlaff. Cast: Bing Crosby, Mary Martin, Basil 
Rathbone. Oscar Levant, ‘Wingy’ Mannone. John Scott 
Trotter, Oscar Shaw. Brandon Hurst, Billy Benedict, 
George Walcott. Phyllis Kennedy, Lillian Cornell, Jean 
Cagney, Charles Lane, Pierre Watkin, Ronnie Rondell, 
Florence Wix. Tom Curran, Beth Hartman, Clive Mor- 
gan, Mary Akin, Jean Phillips, Douglas Kennedy. Harry 
Barris, Mary Cecil, Don Brodie, Barney Dean, Pauline 
Haddon, Edward Emerson, Ken Carpenter. 

VICTORY, drama: producer, Anthony Veiller: direc- 
tor, John Cromwell: script. John L. Balderston; based 
on novel by Joseoh Conrad; camera, Leo Tover. Cast: 
Fredric March, Betty Field, Jerome Cowan, Margaret 
Wvcherly. Sig Rumann, Fritz Feld, Rafaela Ottiano, 
Lionel Royce. William Stack, Sir Cedric Hardwicke, 
Tominv Lee, Luke Chen, George Rosenor, Chester Gan, 
Jack Winn, Gus Reed, Alan Ladd, Sam Ash, Major 
McBride. | 

THE NEW YORKERS, comedy-drama; prod., Paul | 
Jones: dir.. Preston Sturzves; scrint, Preston Sturces; | 
camera, Victor Milner. Cast: William Powell, Ellen 
Drey, Raymond Walburn, William Demarest, Alex- | 
ander Carr, Frnest Truex, Franklin Pangborn. 

CHEROKEE STRIP, western drama: vrod., Harry 
Sherman: dir.. Leslev Selander: script, Norman Hous- 
ton, from original by Bernard McConville: camera, 
Russell Harlan. Cast: Richard Dix. Florence Rice, Wil- 
liam Henry. Georse F. Stone. Victor Jory. 

THERE’S MAGIC IN MUSIC, musical drama; prod.- 
dir.. Andrew Stone: no writing credits: camera, Theo- 
dor Sparkuhl. Cast: Allan Jones, Susanna Foster. 
Grace Bradley, Irra Patina, Richard Bonelli, Margaret 
Lindsay. Tandv Mackenzie. Lynne Overman. Fay | 
Helm. Hermo Haitto, Kaye Connor, William Chapman. | 
Dolly Loehr, Patricia Trevers, Baby Mary Ruth, Astrid | 








Allwyn, Rosella Towne. Hobart Cavanauch, Ruth} 
Rogers, Esther Dale, Bert Roach. Emmett Vogan, | 
Charles Bimbo, Sid D’Albrook, Russ Coller, Jane | 


Keckley. 

MOON OVER BURMA, drama; dir., Louis King; | 
screenpiay. Frank Wead, W. P. Lipscomb. Harry Clork; 
camera, William Mellor. Cast: Dorothy Lamour, Rob- | 
ert Preston. Preston Foster, Doris Nolan, Albert Bas- | 
serman, Frederic Worlock, Addison Richards, Stanley | 
Price, Nick Shaid, Ram Singh, Harry Allen, Frank 

} 


Paramount Pix Now in Production | 

ARISE MY LOVE, drama; asso, prod., Arthur Horn- 
blow, Jr.: dir.. Mitchell Leisen; no writing credits; 
camera, Charles Lang. Cast: Claudette Colbert, Ray 
Milland, Dennis O'Keefe, Walter Abel, Dick Purcell, | 


Toledo Pantheon’s 


Receivership; 


Other Theatres and Exchanges 





Toledo, Aug. 13. 

Petition for a receiver of the Pan- 
theon theatre, Foledo, was filed (9) 
in Lucas County Common Pleas 
Court by the Eiffel Realty Co., To- 
ledo, lessor of the theatre building. 
The realty firm said the theatre is 
$25,926 in arrears of its rent and de- 


plus interest. B. T. Batsch is listed 
as president of Eiffel. 

According tothe petition. the’ 
property was leased on a 99-year 
basis by the theatre in 1922 and pro-| 
vided for payment of an annual! 
rental of $15,000. 





WB Theatre Confab 


All Warner zone managers were | 
called into New York for huddling | 
yesterday (Tues.) with Joe Bern- | 
hard, head of the circuit, and home | 
oifice executives, to discuss new sea- | 
son plans, problems, film buying, eic. 
Participating include Clayton Bond, 
Ed Hinchy, Leonard Schlesinger, 
Harry Goldberg, Frank Phelps, Nat | 
Fellman, Abel Vigard, W. S. Mc- 
Donald, Harry Rosenquest, Louis 
Kaugman, Herman Maier and Frank | 
Cahill. 

Zone managers in for the confer- 
ence are James Coston, Nat Wolf, I. 
J. Hoffman, Don Jacocks, Moe Sil- 
ver, Ted Schlanger, Harry Kalmine, | 
John J. Payete and Herb Copelan. | 








Benjamin in S. F. 
San Francisco, Aug. 13. 
Elmer Benjamin, until recently | 
branch manager for National Screen 
Service in Los Angeles, arrived here 


Monday (12) to assume similar post | 


Andrews, assistant to Bob Hartford, 
at Everett (Evergreen) theatre, be- 
comes city mgr. in Bellingham. 
Jensen-von Herberg opened new 
theatre in Renton, coal mining and 





|mands a judgment of that amount, / Frank Jenkins manager. 


industrial town 12 miles south of 
here, this week. It's called the 
Rainier, seating around 500, with 
Apollo, Chi, Dualing 
Chicago, Aug. 13. 
Decision. was made last week by 
Balaban & Katz to slip the Apollo 


quietly into double feature first runs, 
making it compete with the RKO 
Palace which reopened with that 
policy two weeks ago. 

Duals began Friday (9). 


BILL ELSON TAKFS 
OVER PALACE. MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Aug. 13. 
Dropping tentative plans to take 
over and operate the 4,000-scat Min- 
nesota theatre on a deal proposed by 
the owners of the $2,000,000 deluxe 





; house who can’t find a tenant for it 


since it was abandoned by Minnesota 
Amus. Co. (Paramount) and the 
Benz Bros., Bill Elson, whose Sev- 
enth St. theatre was sold by RKO 


) and is being razed for a business and 


garage structure, has closed a deal 
with Par for the 1,900-seat lower 
loop Palace. Elson will operate the 


at consolidated office of N. S. S.,! Palace for the circuit and will re- 


Nationai Screen Accessories 
Advertising Accessories, Inc. 
Charles Huy replaced Ben West- 
land as chief praiser at the Golden | 
Gate (RKO} here. 





Levenson Leases House 


Jay M. Levenson, operator of the 
Liberty, Freehold, N. J., for 20 years, | 
leased the theatre to Freehold Thea- | 
tres Corp. (Dr. Henry Brown), 


which also has the Strand and Palace ) and 


in Lakewood, N. J. Levenson’s long- | 
term lease on his Freehold house was 
negotiated through Berk & Krum- 
gold, theatre realty brokers of New 
York. 


Bill Brown’s Two Houses 
Providence, Aug. 13. 
Bill Brown, formerly manager of 


| RKO Albee here, named manager of iat 


the Metropolitan and Playhouse. 


and | open it Aug, 23 with the same policy 


which obtains at Pantages and had 
been in vogue at the Seventh St. 
subsequent-runs at 15¢ admission. 
Par took over the Palace a few 
weeks ago from the Benzes on a 10- 
year lease said to call for $15,000 
yearly rental. In consideration of 
the deal, the Benzes stepped out of 


| the exhibition field in the Twin Cities 


dropped provosed anti-trust 
suits against Paramount and major 
| distributors based on inability to ob- 
{tain major screen product for the 
| Minnesota theatre during recent op- 
|eration of that house and for the 
|Palace for a dime double-feature 
| policy. 

| The Palace has been dark for 
e than a year. During last 
| period of operation it played subse- 


tte 
its 


Frank Puglia, George Zucco, Cliff Nazarro, Michael | Move was prompted by recent death! @uent-runs and weekend vaudeville 


Mark, Jesus Topete, Nester Paiva, 
Juan Dural. Paul Bryon, George Davis, Alan Davis, | 
Jean Del Val. Esther Dale, Jan Easton, Sarah Ed- | 
wards, Fern Emmett, Jacques Vanaire, Olaf Hytten, 
Louis Mercier, Paul Everton, Mrs. : Wilfred North, | 
Maurice Maurice, Guy Repp, Douglas Kennedy, 
Charles de Ravenne, 

VIRGINIA, drama, in Technicolor; prod.-dir.. Edwara 
H. Griffith: no writing credits; camera, Bert Glennon: 
Cast: Madeleine 


| 


| Carroll, Fred MacMurray, Stirling Hayden, Paul Hurst, 


| Cowan 


Tom Rutherford, Marie Wilson, Carolyn Lee, 
Beavers, Leigh Whipper, Darby Jones. | 

QUARTERBACK, formerly TOUCHDOWN, comedy- | 
drama; asso. prod., Anthony Veiller; dir., H. Bruce 
Humberstone: original screen play, Robert Pirosh; 
camera, Leo Tovar. Cast: Wayne Morris, Virginia Dale, 
Lillian Cornell, Frank Burke, Rod Cameron, Jerome 
Edgar Kennedy, Alan Mowbray, William Fraw- 
ley, Jean Phillips. Wanda McKay, Charles Morton, | 
Dewey Robinson, Jack Mulhall, Edward Arnold, Jr., 
Jack Chapin | 

LOVE THY NEIGHBOR, comedy; prod.-dir.. Mark 
Sandrich: no writing credits: camera, Ted Tetzlaff. 
Cast: Jack Benny, Fred Allen, Mary Martin. Eddie 
(Rochester) Anderson. Vera Teasdale, Theresa Harris, 
The Merry Macs, Richard Denning. 

SECOND CHORUS, musical; Borris Morros-Robert 
Stillman production: dir.. Henry C. Potter: orig. story, 
Frank Caveit: screen play. Elaine Ryan, Frank Cavett; 
camera, Theodor Sparkuhl. Cast: Fred Astaire, Paulete 
Goddard, Artie Shaw and ork. 

THE ROUND UP, western: prod., Harry Sherman: 


Louise 


dir.. Leslie Felander: screen play, Harold Shumate. 
based on storv by Edmund Day; camera, Russell Har- 
lan. Cast: Richard Dix, Preston Foster, Patricia Mor- 
rison. Ruth Donnelly, Don Wilson, Douglas Dumbrille. 


Jerome Cowan, Betty Brewer, Dick Curtis 


RKO-Radio 


(1940-41) 
Prom- Re- Shoot- Now ToBe Scrints 
ised leased ing Cutting Shot in Work 
Studios 3% 0 4 8 39 31 
Westerns 6 0 I I 4 5 
The Play's 
the Thing 4 0 0 0 4 4 
Harold Lloyd 1 6 0 ) i 1 
Stephens- 
Lang sa 0 9 6 3 3 
Walt Disney 1 8 0 0 1 1 
Totals ... 52 0 5 9 43 45 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release 

THE VILLAIN STILL PURSUED HER, comedy- 
meller (1939-40): Harold B. Franklin production: dir., | 
Edward Cline; screen play, Elbert Franklin: based on 
the play, ‘The Fallen Saved,’ produced at Boston Mu- 


seum in 1844; camera, Lucien Ballard Cast: Hugh 
Herbert. Anita Louise, Alan Mowbray. Buster Keaton, 
Joyce Compton, Richard Cromwell, Billy Gilbert, Mar- 


garet Hamilton, John Wray, Franklin Pangborn, Dian | 


Fisher. 
STAGE TO CHINO, western (1939-40): prod.. Bert 
| Gilvoy; dir.. Edward Killy; original, Norton S. Parker: 
| screen play, Morton Grant and Arthur V. Jones; cam- 


‘Continued on page 19) 


+ RE Ome ER 1 ae 


iz. 2 


Metropolitan is used for roadshows 
and Playhouse handles mostly for- 
eign product. 
Orph, Portland, Dark 
Portland, Ore., Aug. 13. 

The Orpheum closed for at least 
the balance of this season. The thea- 
tre. owned by the Sterling chain 
(John Danz), may be sold. 


Fair Aided B.O. 
Regina, Sask.. Aug. 13. 


Theatre business in Regina was up, | 


rather than down, during the week 
of the Regina Provincial Exhibition, 
managers report. Fair played to a 
total of 130,000 


Gordon's Shift 
Rochester, N. Y., Aug. 13 

Hy Gordon, Tlion, becomes man- 
ager of Cameo here, succeeding Dave 
Goodman, resigned. 

A. Glenn Rogers, manager of the 
Regent in Geneva, quits to enter the 
insurance business with his brother 
Robert Walton, assistant manager of 
the Geneva, takes charge of the Re- 


gent 
Robertson Bows Out 
Detroit, Aug. 13 
James N Robertson. one of the 
oldest of Detroit exhibitors, is re- 
gning a v.p. and treasurer of 
Mutual Theatres, a booking concern 
selling out his complete holdings. 
Simpson’s New Spot 
Lewistown. Mont. Aug. 13 
I Si! for f ] t Mo I 
Colo d S} I Wyo... i 
manager of Judith (Skouras) 
heatre eeding Chuck Dot 
ransferred to Los Angeles 
Cartledge’s Shift 
Spartanburg, S. C., Aug. 13 
James C. Cartledge transferred 


from Carolina, Lexington, N. C., by 
Wilby-Kincy. to manager State, one’ 
f chain’s four local houses. Replaces 
Nelson Hampton, resiened to become 
Spartanburg Herald-Journal promo- 
tion manage 
Peterson Shifted 
Redondo Beach, Cal 


Earle R. Peterson js new manaver 
of Fox Strand here. For past year 
and a half he managed circuit's 


Rainbow 


Great Falls, Mont 


Fred Malatesta, | of Tony Romano who held the post.! at 15¢ and 20c admission. 


Par Splits 5 Troupes 
To Speed Lens Skeds 


Hollywood, Aug. 13 
Paramount is setting a new record 
for activity with nine units working 
|on five pictures. Busiest of the five 
is “The Quarterback,’ which is using 
two stages and an outdoor set under 
direction of H. Bruce Humberstone, 
Joseph Sistrom and Alma Macrorie. 
Two units are filming ‘Arise My 
| Love,’ and two are working on ‘Vir- 
ginia.” Second companies will be 
formed later for ‘Love Thy Neigch- 
bor’ and ‘D.O.A..” currently 
ing as single units. 


operat. 


ROSEN ENCORES 


‘Mad Dog’ Scripter Suing Metro— 
Columbia Was Ist 
Hollywood. Aug 13 

Al Rosen wove a second lawsuit 
around his ‘Mad Dog of Europe,’ with 
a plagiarism action against Loew’s, 
Inc., and Metro execs and employees 
in I. A. Superior court tosen al- 
eges Metro lifted parts of his varn 
in filming ‘Mortal Storm and de 
mands $575.000 damazve 

He recently sued Columbia over 
the tag on the British-made ‘Mad 
Men of Europe,’ charging copyright 
I inzement 


M-G Scoffs at 500G Lab 
Suit in Coast Answer 


Los Angeles, Aug. 13. 
Damages 1 excess of $500,000, 
ought by Ralph Gordon Fear from 
Metro for alleged outside laboratory 
work performed by studio on mae 
chines developed by the plaintiff, 


are declared grossly exaggerated in 


a reply filed to suit in U. S. district 
court by attorney Leonard Lyons, on 
behalf of defendant. 

| M-G contends that if Fear is en- 


Al Baker Upped 
Seattle, Aug. 13 
Al Baker. manager for Evergreen 
Bellingham. transferred to city 
managership of Spokane, succeeding 
Rosenfield, resigned. Jimmy 


In 


titled to any damages they must be 
nominal ones, because he was at no 
time injured outside lab work 


claimed to have been performed by 


, 
by 
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BETTY BREWER 
- ++ 13-year-old star 
discovery of the year! 
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a Gallup’s Pan On Adv. 


Continued from page § 











‘put about 27 reasons, of which three! other is good and in any event adds 


are probably important. And of the 
three, it seems to me that a poor 
selling job is the prime one. Adver- 


ized, always going to the same 
group. The people who read it are 
already film fans who do attend the- 
atres regularly. The advertising and 
publicity does not reach the person 


| 


variety; 


and (3) a double feature 
gives those who attend a chance to 


| ‘kill more time.’ 
tising and publicity is too channel-| 


Breakdown of preference by age 


|and income groups shows a sharp 


preference for duals among kids un- 


‘der 18 and in lower income levels. 
| Youth factor is important as Gallup 
;estimates that 60% of all theatre 


—mostly in the higher ‘financially | tickets are bought by persons under 


able’ brackets—who is only casually 


or less than casually interested in | 


pictures. 


‘It is this group which makes up| 
the 32,000,000 people mentioned in| 


our report. The advertising and 
publicity must be widened out to 
catch this potential audience. It 
must be guided out of the ordinary 
channels, which, of course, are eas- 
iest for it to slip into, and made to 
cover the country fanwise in order 
to attract the attention of every pos- 
sible person.’ 

Gallup’s opinions on advertising 


and selling are given added weight | 


by the fact that he is a major exec 
of Young & Rubicam ad agency. 


What Keeps ‘Em Away? 


To learn why 32,000,000 persons 
are such occasional theatregoers will 
be the next task of Gallup’s Institute 
of Audience Research, presently be- 
ing financed by RKO. While the 
American Institute of Public Opin- 
jon is a quasi-public affair supported 


wholly by syndicating its findings to | 


125 daily newspapers, IAR is an in- 
dependent research affiliate of it. It 
was organized a couple months ago 
on the initiative of George J. 
Schaefer, RKO prexy. Other com- 
panies are expected to join in later, 
as it is well-agreed that one of the 
industry’s major failings is a lack of 
statistical data or an organization to 
amass it. 
Significant 


in this regard is an- 


other figure turned up by the Gal- | 


lup dual survey. That is that the 
number used by the industry for 


years for weekly attendance, 85,000,- | 


000, is far too optimistic. Accord- 


ing to Gallup, an accurate estimate | 


of tickets sold between the week of 
July 13 to 19 was 54,000,000. Week- 
ly average for the year, Gallup ad- 
mits, can only be established by sub- 
sequent checks, but it 
not 85,000,000. 
(Variety's boxoffice reports for 
the week July 13 to 19 reveal it 
was an average seven-day period 
for summer. There was 
tional number of holdovers in key 


cities, which held grosses down 
somewhat, but pleasantly cool 


weather over the weekend in large 
areas of the country compensated 
considerably. Total grosses for the 


week compiled by VARIETY in 26 key | 


cities were $1,416,300 as against 
$1,296,400 in 1939 and $1,190,000 in 
1938). 

85,000,000 a Mystery Figure 


Figure of 85,000,000 resembles 
Topsy in that it just growed and no 
one will take 
Hays office quotes U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce as authority for 
it and the Commerce Department 
vice versas. Hays office admits it is 
just the ‘roughest sort of a guess.’ 


Query put by the Gallup sur- 
veyors in making the poll was: 
‘Would you rather go to a motion 
Picture theatre showing a_ single 


feature or. to one showing a double 
feature?’ That poor pictures is an 
important factor is the switch from 
the 57-43% results when a further 
question was asked. Queried as to 
whether they would change their 


attitude if both films on a bill were | 


good, the vote for double features 
became a majority—66% to 34% 
Opposed. 


Dr. Gallup takes this to mean that 
while a majority of the American 
public prefers singles, it would be 
untrue to say that duals are di- 


rectly responsible for keeping many | 
from the boxoffice. | 


persons away 
The switch when the question on 
both pix being good is put indicates 
that ‘the adverse vote on double 
bills is more a reaction to poor pic- 
tures commonly found on them than 
to fatigue and length of time in- 
volved in seeing a double bill.’ 
Reasons most frequently given by 
those opposing double bills in order 
of importance are: 


is no doubt | 


an excep- 


responsibility for it. | 


30. Tables show: 
AGE GROUPS 


For For 
Single Double 
Features Features 
Aged 6 to 12 se eevee 23% 17% 
Aged 12 to 17....... 42 58 
Aged 18 to 24....... 60 40 
| Aged 24 and over... 68 32 


INCOME GROUPS 


|Upper Income Group 75% 25% 
Middle Income 

oS eee . 37 
Lower Income 

er 47 53 
Om Pee. ..cccccce 58 

Another striking fact is that New 
England is the only section where 





a majority of the whole population 
prefers duals. All other territories 


| vote against double features by ma-| 





| jorities of 55% or more. Results 

| show: 

| For For 

Single Double 

Features Features 

|New England ....... 43% 57% 
Mid. Atlantie ...... 55 45 
Hast Central’ ....... 62 38 

| West Central ...... 57 43 

<a ey seer 58 42 

| Rocky Mountain ... 62 38 

| Pacific Coast ...... 56 44 


| There is little difference in the 
; attitude of the two sexes, male and 
| female preference following that of 
, their respective age, income and ter- 
ritorial groups. There is consider- 
_able variation, however, according to 
jadmish paid. Among those who pay 


less than 30c, sentiment is about 
|evenly divided, while among those 
paying more than 30c, preference 


is for singles by a two-thirds vote. 

Survey also established that al- 

though many complain about 

doubles being too long, only 10% 

walk out without seeing both pix 
| through. 


Duais Needed in Some Spots 

Recognizing a point long ham- 
mered in Variety that patrons vote 
for singles but buy duals, Gallup 
| gives an explanation for ‘this seem- 
ing paradox’. He declares: ‘Theatres 
which draw a large part of their 
business from children and poorer 
classes, and theatres located in a 
part of the country which favors 
double features, would obviously 
suffer by changing to single fea- 
tures, particularly if the single fea- 
tures are not of sufficient quality 
to attract customers in the higher 
age and income levels.’ 
another 
‘From 


angle on. this, 

the point of 
lustry itself the single 
however, is clearly 
Only by making pictures 
appeal to those people 
money and who 
could attend theatres more often can 
the revenue of the industry be ma- 
terially increased; and it is precisely 
these people in the higher age and 
who register the 
opposition to double fea- 


iking 
Gallup asserts: 
view of the in 
feature 
indicated 


policy, 


O1 greater 


income levels 

greatest 

tures.’ 
(In this statement, 


lup doesn’t 


and publicity, mentioned § above, 


/ arm, discussion.) 


SON OF ROARING DAN 


(Continued from page 12) 


lin football for the U. of Alabama, 
plays his’ long-lost son. It's a 
|masquerade for the purpose of 
'throwing the murderers of the lad’s 
real father off the track 

| Roaring Dan is played very effec- 
'tively by Robert. Homans. Another 
|departure from routine taken by the 


| picture is in having two gals in the 
(1) that either or} action, Nell O'Day and Jeanne Kelly. 


both of the features is likely to be | It's a question for a time which one 


poor; (2) that sitting through a dou- 
ble feature is fatiguing and takes too 


| « + 
much time: and (3) that seeing two | forgotten about, ; 
. Story moves at a good pace, is well | 


Cause, as one woman put it, ‘You 
Senerally think about a_ picture 


when you get home and a double! and John 


feature gets you mixed up.’ 
“Why I Like Duals’ 
Those who like duals give as their 


| arewe will go for, but it’s Miss Kelly 


full-length pictures is confusing be- | plotted and considerable action is 


| provided, including a couple of swell 





and the other girl is more or less 


though around. 


The one between Brown 
Eldredge, with a hench- 
man of the latter thrown in, is a pip. 

The Texas Rangers, a group of 
singing cowboys, are woven into the 
action unobtrusively, singing ‘I 


fist fights. 


issued for con- | 
|sumption of the lay public, Dr. Gal- | 

7 ° ° ' 
take up bad advertising | 


which he expostulated on to VARIETY | 
| for benefit of the trade in an off-the- | 


Advance Production Chart 





(Continued from page 17) 


era, J. Roy Hunt. Cast: George O’Brien, Virginia Vale, 
| Hobart Cavanaugh, Glenn Strange, Harry Cording, 
Martin Garralaga, William Haade, Roy Barcroft. 


| DREAMING OUT LOUD, formerly MONEY ISN’T 
EVERYTHING, comedy (1939-40); a Voco production; 
prod., Jack Votion and Sam Coslow: dir., Harold Young; 
original, Bob Andrews and Barry Trivers; screen play, 
Andrews, Trivers and Howard Green; camera, Phil 
Tannura, Cast: Lum and Abner, Frances Langford, 
Frank Craven, Bobs Watson, Irving Bacon, Robert 
Wilcox, Donald Briggs. 


LADDIE, drama; prod., Cliff Reid; dir.. Jack Hively; 
script by Bert Granet from novel by Gene Stratton 
Porter; camera, Harry Wilde. Cast: Tim Holt, Virginia 
Gilmore, Joan Carroll, Spring Byington, Robert Barrett, 
Miles Mander, Esther Dale. Sam McKim, Joan Brodel, 
Martha O'Driscoll, Rand Brooks, Doris Lloyd, Peter 
Cushing. 

THE STRANGER ON THE THIRD FLOOR, meller; 
prod., Lee Marcus; dir., Boris Ingster; original and 
script, Frank Partos; camera, Nick Musuraca. Cast: 
Peter Lorre, John McGuire, Margaret Tallichet, Charles 
Waldron, Elish Cook, Jr., Charles Halton, Ethel Griffies, 
Cliff Clark, Oscar O’Shea, Alec Craig, Otto Hoffman. 

MEN AGAINST THE SKY, drama (1939-40); asso. 
prod., Howard Benedict; dir., Leslie Goodwin; original 
story, John Twist; screen play, Nathaniel West; camera, 
Frank Redmond. Cast: Richard Dix, Kent Taylor, Ed- 
mund Lowes, Wendie Barrie, Granville Bates, Charles 
Quigley, Grant Withers. 

TRIPLE JUSTICE, western (1939-40); asso. prod., 
Bert Gilroy; dir., David Howard; original, Arnold Bel- 
grad, Jack Roberts; screen play, Arthur V. Jones, Mar- 
' tin Grant; camera, J. Roy Hunt. Cast: George O’Brien, 
Virginia Vale, Paul Fix. 

LUCKY PARTNERS, formerly BON CHANCE, 

drama (1939-40); prod., George Haight; dir. Lewis 
Milestone; screen play, Alian Scott from play by Sacha 
Guitry; camera, Robert DeGrasse. Cast: Ronald Col- 
man, Ginger Rogers, Jack Carson, Spring Byington, 
| Billy Gilbert, Leon Belasco, Eddy Conrad, Lucile 
| Gleason, Olin Howland, Benny newer Tombes, 
|Tom Dugan, Helen Lynd, Alex Nelesh. 
DANCE, GIRL, DANCE, formerly HAVE IT. YOUR 
/OWN WAY, formerly ONE OF SIX GIRLS, drama 
| (1939-40); producer, Erich Pommer; director, Roy 
| Del Ruth; original, Vicki Baum; adaptation, Tess Sles- 
'inger and Frank Davis: camera, Joseph Aust. Cast: 
|Maureen O’Hara, Louis Hayward, Lucille Ball, Vir- 
ginia Field, Carl Esmond, Mary Carlisle, Maurice Mos- 
covich, Katharine Alexander, Harold Huber, Ed 
| Brophy, Louis Borell, Ernest Truex, Chester Clute. Lola 
' Jensen, Lorraine Kruger, Emma Dunn, Ralph Bellamy, 
| Walter Abel. 

WILDCAT BUS, meller: asso. pro., Cliff Reid; dir., 
Frank Woodruff; script, Lou Lusty; camera, Jack Mc- 
Kenzie. Cast: Fay Wray, Charles Lang, Paul Guilfoyle. 

TOO MAN¥®¥ GIRLS, musical; asso. prod. and dir., 
George Abbott; script, John Twist. from musical by 
George Marion, Jr.; camera, Frank Redmond. Cast: 
Lucille Ball, Richard Carlson, Desi Arnaz, _Eddie 
Bracken. Frances Langford. Hal LeRoy. Ann Miller. 

THEY KNEW WHAT THEY WANTED, 
drama: asso. prod., Ehrich Pommer: dir., Garson Kanin,; 
play by Sidney Hdward: screen play. Robert Ardrey; 
camera, Harry Stradling Cast: Charles Laughton, 
Carole Lombard, William Gargan, Frank Fay, Harry 
Carey. 

IM STILL 














ALIVE, comedy, asso. prod., Frederic 





comedy- | 


/ Ullman, Jr.; dir., Irving Reis; original story and screen | 


play, Edmund North; camera, J. Roy Hunt. 


Cast: Kent | 


Taylor. Linda Hayes, Howard da Silva, Ralph Morgan, | 


Alec Craig, Don Dillaway, Edith Wilson. 
RKO Pix Now in Production 
| LITTLE MEN, drama; prods.. Gene Towne and Gra- 


ham Baker; dir., Norman McLeod; story and screen 
play, Gene Towne and Braham Baker: camera, Nick 
Musuraca. Cast: Kay Francis. Jack Oakie, George 


Bancroft, Jimmy Lydon, Ann Gillis, Charles Esmond, 
Richard Nichols. tA 
MEXICAN SPITFIRE OUT WEST, 


comedy: asso. 
screenplay, 


prod., Cliff Reid; dir., Leslie Goodwins: 

Charles E. Roberts and Jack Townley; camera, Jack 
McKenzie. Cast: Lupe Velez. Leon Errol, Donald 
Woods, Elizabeth Risdon, Linda Hayes, Cecil Calla- 


way, Lydia Bilbrook. 4 
WAGON TRAIN, western: asso. prod., Bert Gilroy; 


dir. Edward Killy; story by Bernard McConville; | 
screen play, Martin Grant; camera, Harry Wild. Cast: 
Tim Holt, Martha O’Driscoll, Ray Whitley, Emmet 
Lynn, Ellen Lowe 

“CITIZEN KANE, drama; prod., dir., story, Orson 
Welles; camera, Gregg Toland Cast: Orson Welles, 
Dorothy Comingore, Ruth Warrick, Joseph Cotten, 


Everett Sloane, Richard Baer. 

YOU’LL FIND OUT, musical comery; prod.-dir., 
David Butler: no writing credits; camera, Frank Red- 
mond. Cast: Kay Kyser ork, Boris Karloff, Peter Lorre, 
Dennis O’Keefe, Bela Lugosi, Helen Parrish, Alma 
Kruger. 


Republic 


(1949-41) 
Prom- RKe- Shoot- Now ToBe Scripts 
ised leased ing Cutting Shot in Work 
Features . 26 0 1 3 21 21 
Westerns 32 0 0 3 27 27 
Serials. 4 0 0 1 $ 3 
Totals 62 0 1 7 51 51 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 

TULSA KID, western: producer-director. George 
Sherman; no writing credits; camera, John MacBornie. 
Cast: Don ‘Red’ Barry, Luana Walters, Noah 
David Durand. 


| 
| 


Beery, | 


SHOULD WIVES WORK?, family comedy (1939-40): | 


prod.-dir.. Gus Meins: no writing credits: camera, Jack 
Marta. Cast: James, Lucile and Russell Gleason, Harry 
Davenport, Lois Ranson, Tommy Ryan, Eric Blore, Bill 
| Brady. 

| OKLAHOMA RENEGADES, formerly OKLAHOMA 
| OUTLAWS, western; associate producer, Harry Grey; 
director, Nate Watt; camera. Reggie Lanning. Cast: 
Bob Livingston, Raymond Hatton, Duncan Renaldo, 
Florine McKinney, Al Herman, Lasses White, William 
Ruhl, Harold Daniels, James Seay. 


KING OF THE ROYAL MOUNTED, serial: asso. 
| prod., H. S. Brown, Jr.: co-dirs.. Jack English, Wm. 
| Witney; no writing credits; camera, Wm. Nobles. Cast: 


| Allan Lane, Herbert Rawlinson, Bob Kellard, Lita Con- 
| way. Robert Strange. Bryant Washburn. Harry Cording. 
| RIDE TENDERFOOT, RIDE, western: prod., 

Wm. Burke; dir., Frank McDonald; original story, 
| Betty Burbridge and Connie Lee: screenplay. Winston 
| Miller. Cast: Gene Autry, June Storey, Smiley Bur- 


asso. 


reasons: (1) they get more for their| Worry All the Time,’ ‘Powder River’| nett, Mary Lee, Warren Hull, Firoes Murray. 
money; (2) if one picture is bad, the ' and an opening ‘Yippee’ tune. Char. 


GIRL FROM HAVANA, comedy: asso. prod., Robert 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


North; dir, Lew Landers; screen play, Karl Browns 
camera, Ernie Miller. Cast: Claire Carleton, Dennis 
O’Keefe, Gordon Jones. 

COLORADO, western; asso. prod., Joseph Kane: dir., 
Joseph Kane; no writing credits; camera, Jack Marta, 
Cast: Roy Rogers, George Hayes, Pauline Moore. 

Republic Pix Now in Production 


HIT PARADE, musical; asso. prod., Sol C. Siegel; 
dir., John H. Auer; no writing credits; camera, Jack 
Marta. Cast: Frances Langford, Kenny Baker, Mary 
Boland, Hugh Herbert, Ann Miller, Patsy Kelly, Borah 
Minevitch, Jan Garber ork. 


20th Century-Fox 








(1940-41) 
Prom- Re- Shoot- Now TeoBe Scripts 
ised leased ing Cutting Shet in Work 


ee 52 1 3 8 36 36 
Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 


ELSA MAXWELL’S PUBLIC DEB NO. 1, comedy- 
drama; prod., Gene Markey; dir.. Gregory Ratoff; screen 
play, Ed Verdier; camera, Ernest Palmer. Cast: George 
Murphy, Brenda Joyce, Mischa Auer, Charlie Ruggles, 
Elsa Maxwell, Ralph Bellamy, Maxie Rosenbloom, 
Berton Churchill, Franklin Pangborn, Lloyd Corrigan. 

CHARLIE CHAN IN THE WAX MUSEUM, meller; 
prods., Ralph Dietrich and Walter Morosco; dir., Lynn 
Shores; screen play, John Larkin; camera, Virgil Miller. 
Cast: Sidney Toler, Joan Valerie, Marguerite Chapman, 
Sen Yung, Marc Lawrence, Hilda Vaughn, Archie 
Twitchell, Harold Goodwin, Ted Osborn, Eddie Marr, 
Mike Visaros, Charles Waggenheim. 

FOR BEAUTY’S SAKE, comedy-drama: prod., Lucien 
Hubbard; dir.. Shepard Traube; screen play, Wanda 
Tuchok, Ethel Hill, Walter Bullock: camera, Charles 
Clarke. Cast: Ted North, Marjorie Weaver, Richard 
Lane, Lenita Lane, Ned Sparks, Joan Davis, Pierre 
Watkin. 

THE GREAT PROFILE, drama; asso, prod., Raymond 
Griffith; dir., Walter Lang, no writing credits: camera, 
Ernest Palmer. Cast: John Barrymore, Mary Beth 
Hughes, Gregory Ratoff. Anne Baxter. John Payne, 
Willie Fung, Lionel Atwill, Charles Lane. 

BRIGHAM YOUNG, drama; prod., Kenneth Mac- 
gowan; dir., Henry Hathaway: screen play, Lamar 
Trotti; based on story by Louis Bromfield: camera, 
Arthur Miller. Cast: Tyrone Power, Linda Darnell, 
Dean Jagger, John Carradine, Brian Donlevy, Jane 
Darwell, Jean Rogers, Moroni Olsen, Willard Robert- 
son, Mary Astor, Vincent Price. 

DOWN ARGENTINE WAY, musical; asso. prod. 
Harry Joe Brown; dir., Irving Cummings: screen 
play, Darrell Ware, Carl Tunberg: original, Rian James, 
Ralph Spence; camera, Leon Shamroy. Cast: Don 
Ameche, Betty Grable. Carmen Miranda, Charlotte 
Greenwood, J. Carroll Naish, Leonid Kinsky. 

CHARTER PILOT, comedy-drama: ex. prod., Sol 
Wurtzel; dir.. Eugene Forde: no writing credits: cam- 
era, Lucien Andriot. Cast: Lynn Bari, Lloyd Nolan, 
Arlene Whelan, George Montgomery. 

YOUTH WILL BE SERVED, comedy with music; 
asso. prod., Lucien Hubbard; dir.. Otto Brower: no writ- 
ing credits; camera, Edward Cronjager. Cast: Jane 
Withers, Robert Conway, Jane Darwell, Elyse Knox, 
Lillian Porter, Joyce Brvant. 


YESTERDAY’S HEROES, drama: ex. prod. Sol 
Wurizel; dir.. Herbert I. Leeds; no writing credits; 


camera, Charles Clarke. Cast: Jean Rogers, Ted North, 
Robert Sterling. Katharine Aldrid. Russell Gleason. 

CHARLEY CHAN IN NEW YORK, meller: ex. prod., 
Sol Wurtzel; dir., Harry Lachmann; no writing credits: 
camera, Virgil Miller. Cast: Sidney Toler, Marjorie 
Weaver. Sen Yung, Joan Valerie, John Sutton, Donald 
MacBride. 

20th-Fox Pix Now in Production 

THE CALIFORIAN, drama: asso. prod., Raymond 
Griffith; dir.. Rouben Mamoulien: no writing credits; 
camera, Arthur Miller. Cast: Tyrone Power, Linda 
Darnell, Basil Rathbone, Gale Sondergaard, Eugene 
Pallette, J. Edward Bromberg. 

THE GAY CABALLERO, formerly GHOST OF THE 
CISCO KID, western; prods., Ralph Dietrich and Wal- 
ter Morosco; dir., Otto Brower; screen play, Albert 
Duffy and John Larkin; orig. by Walter Bullock and 
Albert Duffy; camera, Edward Croniager. Cast: Cesar 
Romero, Chris-Pin Martin, Robert Sterling, Sheila 
Ryan, Janet Beecher, Edmund MacDonald, Jacqueline 
Dalya 

JENNIE, comedy drama: prod., Sol Wurtzel: dir. 
David Burton; no writing credits; camera, Virgil Miller, 
Cast: Virginia Gilmore, Dorris Bowdon, George Mont- 


gomery, Rand Brooks, Joan Valerie, William Henry. 
United Artists 
(1940-41) 

Prom- Re- Shoot- Now ToBe Scripts 

ised leased ing Cutting Shot in Work 
Goldwyn 1 0 0 l 9 a 
Selznick 2 0 t)) 0 0 9 
Wanger .... 4 0 0 0 2 2 
Chaplin .... 1 0 9 0 )) 9 
Reach 5 0 0 0 q 4 
MONG occa @ 0 0 0 2 2 
Edw. Small. 1 0 0 1 9 9 
Lesser- 

Lubitseh 2 a 0 6 2 2 
Loew-Lewin 2 0 0 9 2 2 
Bronson . 3 6 i) 4 3 3 
R. Rowland 1 0 v7) i) ] 1 
Pascal I 6 0 6 0 i) 

Totals ... 26 6 0 2 16 16 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 

THE WESTERNER, western drama: producer, Sam- 
uel Goldwyn; director, William Wyler; no writing 
credits released; camera, Gregg Toland. Cast: Gary 
Cooper, Walter Brennan, Fred Stone, Doris Davenport 
Dana Andrews, Tom Tyler, Virginia Gilmore, Paul 
Hurst, Lupita Tovar, Forrest Tucker, Chill Wills, 
Charles Halton. 

FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT, drama: producer, 
Walter Wanger; director, Alfred Hitchcock; screen 
play, Charles Bennett. Joan Harrison; dialog, James 
Hilton; camera, Rudolph Mate. Cast: Joel McCrea, 
Laraine Day, Herbert Marshall, George Sanders. Al- 
bert Basserman, Robert Benchley, Eduardo Ciannelli, 
Edmund Gwenn. 

THE LONG VOYAGE HOME, sea drama: producer, 
the Argosy Corp. (Waiter Wanger-John Ford); director, 
John Ford; screen play, Dudley Nichols suggested by 
four one-act plays by Eugene O’Neili; camera, Gregg 
Toland. Cast: John Wayne, Thomas Mitchell, Ian 
Hunter, Barry Fitzgerald. John Quaten, Arthur Shields, 
Joseph Sawyer, Ward Bond, Wilfrid Lawson, J. M, 


(Contineud on page 44) 
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Rev. ta Var.—Reviewed in Variety Key te Type Abbreviations R. T.—Running Time 
M—Melodrama; C—Comedy; CD—Cemedy-Drama; W—Western: Bo-Eeamns RD—Romastic Drama: MU—Musical 
——————— ean ne nnn tenn ramen na I 

WEEK Rev. 

OF in TITLE AND COMPANY TYPE TALENT R.T 
sonar 008 Var. Has 
8 4 40 =! 7/24 GIRLS OF THE ROAD (Col) D A. Dvorak-L. Lane-H. Mack 61 

6 12 THE MORTAL STORM (M-G) M M. Sullavan-J, Stewart-F. Morgan 100 
5/22 SAFARI (Par) RD M. Carroll-D. Fairbanks, Jr. 82 
7 3 GRAND OLD OPRY (Rep) C Weaver Bros.-Elviry-L. Ranson 68 
7/24 CARSON CITY KID (Rep) Ws sRz. Rogers-G. Hayes-B. Steele 66 
6/26 TOM BROWN’S SCHOOL DAYS (RKO) D J. Lydon-F. Bartholomew 88 
5/29 FOUR SONS (20th) D D. Ameche-M. B. Hughes-A. Curtis 88 
5/22 SANDY IS A LADY (U) D Baby Sandy-M. Auer-N. Grey 62 
7) 10 FUGITIVE FROM JUSTICE (WB) MR. Pryor-l. Fairbanks ‘ 54 
6/26 PRAIRIE LAW ae) Ww G. O'Brien-V. Vale-D. Hogan 59 
6 21/40 fe THE CAPTAIN IS A LADY (M- G) cD SOVV:«. dire. B. Burke-C. Coburn 63 
6/12 THE GHOST BREAKERS (Par) Cc B. Hope-P. Goddard-R. Carlson 83 
6/19 POP ALWAYS PAYS (RKO) CL, Errol-D. O’Keefe-A. Pearce 65 
5/8 CHAN’S MURDER CRUISE (20th) MS. Toler-M. Weaver-L. Atwill 7@ 
I at a YOU ANYTHING BUT 
F ABY (U) D J. Downs-P. Moran-B. Cr r 

7/31 GAMBLING ON HIGH SEAS hosts DW. Morris-J. wee es 56 

8 28 ‘40 BL ONDIE BEWARE (Col) oS #F, etait, Lake-L. Sims 
| 7/10 RETURN OF WILD BILL (Col) WsOBS.. Elliott-1,. Meredith-L. Walters 60 
7 10 ONE MAN’S LAW (Rep) W_sSCOD~SC:Y.«Barry-J. Walde-G,. Cleveland 57 
6/19 NEW MOON (M-G) MU J. MacDonald-N. Eddy-M. Boland 105 
| 7/3 QUEEN OF THE MOB (Par) M R. Bellamy-W. Henry-J. Cagney 60 
| 6 1s ANNE OF WINDY POPLARS (RKO) D_ Az. Shirley-J. Ellison-P. Knowles $5 
5/29 LUCKY CISCO KID (20th) RD C.Romera-M. B. shesnincanantioay Venable 67 
7/5 40 7/10 our WEST ' WITH PEPPERS (Col) Cc E. Fellowes-D. Peterson 63 
aa 1/3 ANDY HARDY MEETS DEBUTANTE (M-G) CM. Roeney-L. Stone-J. Garland 87 
GOLDEN TRAIL (Mono) WT. Ritter-I. Guest 52 
5/29 WAY OF ALL FLESH (Par) D_ A. Tamiroff-G. George-W. Henry 82 
626 DR. CHRISTIAN MEETS WOMEN (RKO) CD J. Hersholt-E. Kennedy-D. Lovett 65 
7/3 SAILOR’S LADY (20th) CD ON. «Kelly-J. Hali-J. Davis 67 
6/12. PRIVATE AFFAIRS (U) CDH. Herbert-N. Kelly-R. Young 75 
1/3 MAN WHO TALKED TOO MUCH (We) D G. Brent-V. Bruce-B. Marshall 76 
7 12°40 7/10 SPORTING BLOOD (M-G) D * Stene- R. Young-w. Gargan 81 
710 STAGE COACH WAR (Par) Ww OW. Boyd-R. Hayden-B. Wood 61 
7 ‘10 SCATTERBRAIN (Rep) Cc J. Canova-A. Mowbray-R. Donnelly 70 
| 6/5 MANHATTAN HEARTBEAT (20th) CD Rz, Sterling-V. Gilmore-J, Davis 71 
| BLACK DIAMONDS (U) M R,. Arlen-A. Devine 60 
6/26 MY LOVE CAME BACK vinden RD OO. de Haviland-E. Albert-J. Wyman 81 





q 19 ‘40 1 87 MILITARY ACADEMY (Col) D *f. Kelly-B. Jordan 66 
| HAUNTED HOUSE (Mono) M M. M. Jones-J. Moran 
7/17 WE WHO ARE YOUNG (M-G) CD L. Turner-J. Shelton-G. Lockhart 78 
| 7/17 CAROLINA MOON (Rep) w 4G. Autry-S. Burnette-J. Storey 65 
| 6/26 CROSS COUNTRY ROMANCE (RKO) RD G. Raymond-W. Barrie 66 
1/3 MARYLAND (26th) RD W. Brennan-F. Bainter-B. Joyce 90 
7/1T SOUTH OF PAGQ PAGO (UA) D V.McLaglen-F. Farmer-Jon Hall 100 
| ARIZONA CYCLONE (U) w J.M. Brown-F. Koight-B. Baker 
LADIES MUST LIVE (WB) Cc W. Morris-R. Lane 
7 26 ‘40 8/T BLONDIE HAS SERVANT (Col) C ° P. Singieton-A. Lake 66 
BOYS OF THE CITY (Mone) M_ East Side Kids 
7/31 GOLD RUSH MAISIE (M-G) CA, Sethern-L,. Bowman-V,. Weidler 82 
6/26 UNTAMED (Par) RD R&R. Milland-P. Morison-A. Tamiroff 82 
STAGE TO CHINO (RKO) w iG. O’Brien-V. Vale 51 
7/17 MILLIONAIRES IN PRISON (RKO) M UL. Tracy-L. Hayes-V. Vale 63 
i 7/17 YOU'RE NOT SO TOUGH (U) M Dead End Kids—N. Grey 71 
82/40 | 87 LADY IN QUESTION (Col) CB. Aherne-R. Hayworth-G. Ford 78 
a | 7/10 PRIDE AND PREJUDICE (M-G) RD G. Garson-L. Olivier-M. Boland 117 
GOLDEN GLOVES (Par) MR, Denning-J. Cagney-R. Paige 69 
i THE SEA RAIDER (Par) D 4H. Wilcoxen-C Landis-O Stevens 
QUEEN OF DESTINY (RKO) RD A. Neagle-A. Walbrook 
| 7/17 THE MAN I MARRIED (20th) RD J. Bennett-F,. Lederer 76 
MODERN MONTE CRISTO (U) D V. McLagien-A. Nagle 
RANGER AND THE LADY (Rep) w R, Rogers-G. Hayes-J. Wells 
8 9/40 8/14 THE SECRET SEVEN (Col) M B. Bennett-F. Bright 62 
| 8/7 I LOVE YOU AGAIN (M-G) cD W. Powell-M, Loy-F. McHugh 
8/7 DOOMED TO DIE (Mono) M iA. Karloff-M. Reynolds 47 
CHAMBER OF HORRORS (Mono) M L. Banks-L. Palmer-G. Malo 
ONE CROWDED NIGHT (RKO) M B. Seward-D. Costello-W. Haade 67 
GIRL FROM AVENUE A (20th) cD J. Withers-K. Taylor-K, Aldridge 71 
7/10 STREET OF MEMORIES (26th) RD J. McGuire-L. Roberts 71 
8/7 CAPTAIN CAUTIOUS (UA) D V. Mature-L. Platt-B. Cabot 84 
T/1T BOYS FROM SYRACUSE (WU) MU A. Jones-M. Raye-J. Penner 12 
8/7 SING, DANCE, PLENTY HOT (Rep) MU R, Terry-J. Downs-B. Allen 72 
| RIVER’S END (WB) M D. Morgan-E, Earl-V. Jory 
3 16 40 THE DURANGO KID (Col) WC, Starrett-L. Walters 
GOLDEN FLEECING (M-G) CD L. Ayfres-R, Johnson-V. Grey 
LAUGHING AT DANGER (Mono) M F. Darro-J. Hodges-G. Huston 61 
8/14 COMIN’ ROUND THE MOUNTAIN (Par) Cc B. Burns-U., Merkel-P. Barrett 62 
STRANGER ON THIRD FLOOR (RKO) D P. Lorre-J. McGuire-M, Tallichet 
| RAMPARTS WE WATCH (RKO) D March of Time production 
| i4 RETURN OF FRANK JAMES (26th) D H. Fonda-A. Leeds-J. Cooper 92 
j 6/12 ALL THIS, HEAVEN TOO (WB) D B. Davis-C. Boyer-B. O'Neill 140 
8 23, 40 8/14 HE STAYED FOR BREAKFAST (Cel) cD M,. Douglas-L. Young-U. O’Connor 86 
8/7 HAUNTED HONEYMOON (M-G) D  R&. Montgomery-C. Cummings 99 
MISSING PEOPLE (Mono) DW. Fyffe-L. Harding-K. Walsh 
ARIZONA FRONTIER (Mono) w as Ritter-S. Andrews-E. Finley 
RANGE BUSTERS (Mono) w R. Corrigan-J. King-L. Walters 
7/24 THE GREAT McGINTY (Par) Cc B. Donlevy-M. Angelus-A. Tamiroff 81 
LUCKY PARTNERS (RKO) Cc G, Rogers-R. Colman-F. Wray 
8/14 PIER 13 (20th) D L. Bari-L. Nolan-J. Valerie 67 
7/2 THE SEA HAWK (WB) D E. Flynn-B. Marshall-C. Rains 127 
83 30 40 PEPPERS IN TROUBLE (Col) CE. Fellows-D. Peterson-R, Sinclair 
QUEEN F THE YUKON (Mono) Dd C. Bickford-I. Rich 
87 SOOM TOWN (M-G) Dp C. Gable-S. Tracy-C. Colbert 117 
“THE GREAT PROFILE (20th) Cc J. Barrymore-M. B. Hughes 
RHYTHM ON THE RIVER (Par) Cc B. Crosby-M. Martin-B. Rathbone 
DANCE, GIRL, DANCE (RKO) D M. O’Hara-L. Hayward-L. Ball 
8/7 THEY DRIVE BY NIGHT (WB) M G. Raft-A. Sheridan-H. Bogart 93 
OKLAHOMA RENEGADES (Rep) w R. Livingsten-R. Hatton-D. Renaldo 
KIT CARSON (UA) Ww L. Bari-J. Hall 
f | LIFE ITH HENRY (Par) Cc J. Cooper- -L. Ernst- Ee. Bracken 
9/6/40 CHAN A WAX MUSEUM (20th) M S. Toier-S. Yung-J. Valerie 
8/7 FUGITIVE FROM PRISON CAMP (Col) M J. Holt-M. Marsh ; 58 
ESCAPE (M-G) om Ritz Bros.Ar a dosage “ter 
ENTINE NIGHTS (U) z Bros.-Andrews Sisters 
RIDE, TENDERFOOT, RIDE (Rep) w G. Autry-S. Burnette-J, Storey 
MEN AGAINST THE SKY (RKO) RD R. Dix-K. Taylor- -W. Barrie 
| CALLING ALL HUSBANDS (WB) Cc G. Tobias-L, Fairbanks-E. Truex 
9/13/40 HOWARDS OF VIRGINIA (Col) D C. Grant-M. Scott 


BAD MAN OF WYOMING (M-G) w W. Berry-L. Carrillo-A. Rutherford 


I WANT A DIVORCE (Par) Dp J. Blondell-D. Powell-G. Dickson 
DREAMING OUT LOUD (RKO) Cc Lum and Abner-F. Langford 
BRIGHAM YOUNG (20th) RD T.Power-L. Darnell-D. Jagger 


CD R. Russel!l-B. Aherne-R. Benchiey 


HIRED WIFE (U) C J. Stewart-h. Russell-C. Ruggles 


‘ NO TIME FOR COMEDY (WS) 


| 


| radio competition has sized up in recent months, 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 





Loew's directors took no action on the common . rine at the meeting * 


“In past years, 
be made early 


third ba divvy, it was Pantene in intowhued pee 4 
such action was necessary so that the distribution could 
in September because of the tax on undistributed profits. But this year, 
the tax bite has been changed and no immediate action is necessary un- 
der the new setup. 

Common dividend action consequently be taken this month 


may later 


or at the regular monthly meeting in September. Loew’s has paid $1 on 
the common already this year or on an annual basis of $2 per share. Pre- 


ferred divvys also have been maintained. Last report of earnings indi- 
cates the company would be in a position to declare an extra cash divi- 
dend this year unless desiring to conserve reserve funds. 

The national presidential campaign will sock the boxoffice 
this fall when the politico speechmaking reaches fever heat. Cinema box- 
office always has been hurt by presidential electigns but the enormous 
amount of interest in both Roosevelt and Willkie is expected to cut even 
more severely into film theatre business. 

While the industry has been comparatively 


additionally 


well satisfied with the way 
freeing of national net- 
candidate is expected to attract mil- 
lions of potential theatre patrons. For example, the Willkie acceptance 
speech next Saturday (17) is expected to take away 5,000,000 Saturday 
night customers who otherwise would be in picture houses, according to 


works for F. D. R. and the G. O. P. 


| estimate of one industry official. 


Monogram expects to have its annual report covering the fiscal year end- 
ing last June 30 ready for publication in about a month. It will be the 


| first 12-month statement since the corporation shifted its operating year 


to run from June to June. No inkling as to the extent of loss or profit, 
but recent transactions in the shares on the N. Y. Curb exchange indicate 


| a loss fer the fiscal year. 


| about’ when 


| if they find that the new method clicks. 


Monogram shares have been extremely inactive on the Curb and showed 
marked weakness until recently. Company apparently has ironed out 
most of its production headaches, and is going ahead with 1940-41 pro- 
ducing schedule with more speed than at any time since the present cor- 
poraticn began operating. 

A technically important experiment is being used by Hal Roach on “Turn- 
sent to the Latin-Americas for distribution. Instead of the 
usual American dialog sound track, plus superimposed titles in Spanish, a 
running Spanish-language commentatory explaining to the audience what 
is happening will be included on the same sound track as the American 
dialog wherever a dialog lull occurs. 

Other majors are watching the experiment closely and may follow suit 
Whole idea is aimed at potential 


| audiences in South and Central America where patronssdo not understand 


| in administration of the company’s affairs and its reorg. 


ing the staff of special prosecutor Amen, 


| of most of the recent Nazi bombings. 


English and are unable to read the Spanish titles. 





Sam Isseks, who as special assistant to Attorney General Robert Jack- 
son, is in New York supervising the investigation into alleged monopoly 
of companies controlling materials needed for defense manufacture, was 
an important figure in Paramount several years during reorganization. 

In Par he headed a large staff of aitorneys who represented the trustees 
Formerly with 
he went from Par to Brooklyn, join- 
who has been working on Mur- 


Root, Clark, Buckner & Ballantine, 
der, Inc. 

George Arliss’ ‘My 10 Years in the Studios’ (Little Brown) makes divert- 
ing light reading with some amusing running comment on picture-making 
in Hollywood and in London. Book is marked by a dry British humor, 
Incidentally, Arliss’ English home is on the Dover Cliffs right in the path 
Manuscript of his book was com- 


| pleted last September just as war broke out. 


| 
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New York Theatres 


GONE WITH, | 
THE WIND | 


will not be shown except 
~ pf al vl prices, at least until “41 
For Reservations Call Ci 6-4642 
Air-Conditioned 


ASTOR ==: J 


ASem Bt. 
ALL SEATS RESERVED | 
Twice Daily 2:15, 8:15 5. m 

















Starts Thurs., Aug. 15 


Last Times Wed. } BOB HOPS 


| Panlette Goddard 


Joan Crawford 
Fredric March 


. , “The Ghost 
SUSAN 
AND GoD” | Breakers”’ 


Big Stage Show 


Air-Conditioned 

Starts Thursday 
America’s Most 
Popular Mr. & Mrs Breeéwey 
Willlam Myrna 
POWELL Loy 


“I LOVE YOU AGAIN” 


& Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 








PARAMOUNT .. 


On the Screen ! 


‘The Great 





la Person 

CAS 
CALLOWAY 
and His Band 


RADIO 
ciTy 


MUSIC HALL 


HELD OVER 


“PRIDE AND 
PREJUDICE" 


Spectacular Stage Productions 


McGinty’ 


Midnite Screen Shows 
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Held Over 2nd Week 
ERROL FLYNN 


COHEN WITH McGUIRE 





In the 
Hollywood, Aug. 13. | ‘SEA HAWK’ 
Philip Cohen, film attorney, has 4 NEW WARNER BROS, TRIUMPH 
»2come associated with Neil Mc- | in Person 


Guire in the production of jukebox 

tunefilms. 
McGuire, 

the Coast, 


PHIL SPITALNY AND His 
ALL GIRL ORCHESTRA 


Ssnawtonea STRAND 'S'G3tn'st 


& 4ith st 


| 
first to crash the field on 
is currently winding up 








2ist reel. 
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NAB?’s Gridiron, Pleasant Novelty, 


Is Marred by 


By BEN BODEO 


San Francisco, Aug. 13. 
National Association of Broad- 
: @asters made its first attempt at do- 
| ing a Gridiron Club satire on its own 

industry last Wednesday night (7) 
during the dinner which closed the 
association’s convention and the re- 
sults were more interesting than 


exciting. Much credit is anyway due 
Ed Kirby, the N.A.B.’s promotion 
director, for the innovation. It was 
a welcome relief from the stuffy 
song, talk and dance shows that have 
for years been the second desserts 
of these convention dinners. 

The ideas, issues, practices and 
personalities which served as the 
targets of the bladder swinging were 
timely and pertinent, but the profes- 
sional touch was lacking most of the 
time. The fun-poking was captioned 
‘Greener Pastures. With the ex- 
ception of the opening scene, in 
which the Federal Communication 
Commission was on the receiving 
end of some cute needling, the show 
was badly overwritten, clumsily 
played and poorly paced. It ran 
much too long. 


Little Outstanding 


Only outstanding performances 
were those of the blackface pair in 
the role of the Lord and Gabriel, 
with the latter making it always evi- 
dent that he knew how to build up 
a line into a laugh. The script 
opened with this twosome in some 
crossfire which led to the creation 
of radio. In the ‘next scene seven 
young fellows, togged after Disney’s 
dwarf characters, came romping on 
the stage to the tunes of ‘Heigh-Ho’ 
and ‘Whistle While You Work’ 
(ASCAP) and after a song and dance 
about their work as FCC commis- 
sioners the troupe took seats at a 
table and behind name cards marked 
Payne, Craven, Walker, Fly, Brown, 
Thompson and Case. Each imper- 
sonator, excepting Brown’s, carried 
with him a toy representing his 
own specialty in the department. 
Character in Brown’s spot kept his 
pan hidden most of the time behind 
a large book captioned, ‘Governor 
Cox on Politics.’ 

In the satire of a typical FCC 
session which ensued the innuendos 
and references drew lots of laughs 
from the insiders. Also the parodies 
on such songs as ‘Love for Sale’ 
(ASCAP), which became ‘Time for 
Sale’-and ‘St. Louis Blues,’ which 
lyrics were converted into the ‘FFC 
Blues.’ and a bit of stripping by one 
of a line of six shapely lookers. There 
was much chatter during this same 
scene about the procedure of getting 
a franchise from the commission but 
the audience reactions were not so 
hot. The central character in the 
struggle for recognition is an appli- 
cant called ‘T. J. Slowie,’ which gives 
vent to his 
parody on ‘Chloe’ (ASCAP), 

From the FCC the action hopped 
to the office of this selfsame Slowie, 
equipped now with a license, station 
and multiple headaches. In _ this 
rambling bit the objects of wise- 
cracking ranged from ‘public inter- 

st’ and James C, Petrillo (AFM 
prez) to ASCAP’s ‘field goodwill 
men,’ Dr. Studebaker and Blackett- 
Sample-Hummert’s business placing 
methods, It was at about this point 
that the dinner attendees started 
dozing off, but there were few walk- 
outs. 

The show started at around 9.45 
end wound up at around lam. The 
place was the California building in 
the San Francisco Fair on Treasure 
Island. J. Kenneth Jones was 
credited as co-writer and producer, 


DUANE JONES 
QUITS HUMMERT 


ee 











Duane D. Jones, executive v.p. and 
general manager of the New York 
division of Blackett-Sample-Hum- 
mert, is leaving this agency and 
taking the Bab-O account with him. 
Jones is joining the Maxon agency 
and leaving with him is Henry Turn- 
bull, who handled the account at 
B-S-H. Bab-O’s shift becomes ef- 
fective tomorrow (Thursday) but 
Jones himself-moves in Monday (19). 

Jones vas been with Frank Hum- 
mert for over eight years. 


exasperation with a | 


Length and Pacing 





Cat Doesn’t Tune In 


New Castle, Pa., Aug. 13. 

Station WKST here figures it 
has some remarkable listeners, 
but it still doesn’t have 100% 
coverage. The other day a dis- 
traught housewife phoned the 
station and bought spot an- 
nouncements to seek the return 
of her trained canary, which 
had escaped from its cage. Then 
a nearby suburbanite took an- 
nouncements to advertise two 
lost Irish setters. 

The dogs were returned the 
same day the announcements 
were aired, but there hasn't 
been a trace of the canary. 








EXEC STAFF 
AT NBC 


NBC reorientation of authority, 
following the election of Frank Mul- 
len to be general manager, have the 
following departments reporting to 
Mullen, who in turn reports to Niles 
Trammell: 

Red Sales 

Blue sales 

Program 

Information (press) 

Legal 

Stations 

Continuity Acceptance 

Treasury 

Chicago 

West Coast 

Washington 

Reporting separately to Mark 
Woods, as NBC’s number three ad- 
ministrative official, are; 

Artists Service 

Engineering 

Television 

General Service 

Radio Recording 

Auditing 

International 

Trammell will have three aides: 
James R. Angell, Clay Morgan and | 
John Almonte. 


Art Mayhew, Son of Fern 
And Madera of Vaude, 
Quits Radio for Army | 


Red Bank, N. J., Aug. 13. 

Art Mayhew, 23, has resigned from 
station WBRB to join the United 
States Army for a three-year period 
|of enlistment. He’s now with the 
| Sign al Corps at Fort Monmouth, 

Young Mayhew, who was an an- 
nouncer and singer with the station 
for five years, 
vaudeville team known as Fern and 
Madera, Mrs. Mayhew is now man- 














sonage. 


called for in broadcast operation. 


TRAMMELL SETS 


aging the radio station and her hus- | 
band is a prominent Red Bank per- | 


WICK CRIDER’S TOUR 


—_——- 
J. Walter Thompson Agency &e 
Him on Annual Lux Swingareuh 





Wick Crider, of the J, Walter 
Thompson publicity staff, departs 
Aug. 16 for a swingaround of 17 key 
cities of the east and midwest, He 
will prime the publicity pumps for 
the return on Sept, 9 of the Lux 
Theatre of the Air. 

Calls on all stations, radio editors 
and others in every centre involved. 


Quaker State Network 
Gets First Commercial, 
Fels Extends R. Lloyd 


Philadelphia, Aug. 13. 

Starting next Monday, Aug. 19, 
WFIL’'s ‘Golden Bars of Melody’ 
becomes the first commercially spon- 
sored program for the Quaker State 
| Network, regional conceived back 
| in 1936 for political airings by Roger 
W. Clipp, WFIL general manager. 
Deal was inked by Clipp with Cyril 
G. Fox, sales and manager for Fels 
Naphtha Soap Co. to expand the 
sponsorship of the local show to 
seven additional major cities 
throughout the eastern half of Penn- 
sylvania joined in the web, 

Stanza started on WFIL early in 
May and currently pumped to 
Bridgeton, N. J., for WSNJ listen- 
ers. Includes solo singing of Rhona 
Lloyd and true stories of early 
frontier life as handed down in Miss 
Lloyd’s family. 

‘Golden Bards’ will continue to 
originate at the WFIL studios, feed- 
ing to WGAL, Lancaster; WKBO, 
Harrisburg;. WORK, York; WRAW, 
Reading; WEST, Easton; WAZL, 
Hazelton, and WSAN, Allentown, 


WIBG'S JOB PROMISE 
TO DRAFTED MEMBERS 


Philadelphia, Aug. 13. 

Paul F. Harron, WIBG prexy, has 
given the staff official notification 
that if any have their numbers 
| called for conscription, they don’t 
| have to worry about their jobs. 

It'll be waiting for "em when they 
get back. 























Breckenridge, Sherwood 


Set for Canada’s Series | 


Montreal, Aug. 13. 
BBC is rebroadcasting entire series 
of ‘Let's Face the Facts’ programs 
| which achieved world-wide fame 
through the initial Dorothy Thomp- 
|son talk aired over the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. network. Radio 
; papers in England, Australia and | 
| New Zealand have asked permission | 
|to publish the talks. John Lane, 
British publisher, wants to bring the 
whole series out in book form. 
| Frederick Birchall, Gregory Clark, 
| Florence Reed and Frederick Grif- 
fin have already spoken. Others 
slated to speak are Henry Brecken- 
ridge, who broke with Lindbergh 
over the flier’s anti-British attitude, 
and Robert E. Sherwood. Sherwood 
served with the Canadian forces in | 
the last war. 


is the son of the old | 





Lanny Ross’ Concert 


Lanny Ross and Florence George, 
coloraturo soprano, will co-star in a 


The son grew up in radio | concert in Milwaukee, Aug. 20. 
station environment and can turn | 
his hand to nearly any ordinary task | of the Milwaukee County Park Com- 


Event will be under the direction 


! mission. 





— — 


Taxes, Other 


Net profit of Columbia Broadcast- 
ing System and_ subsidiaries 


first six months ended June 29 as 


compared with first half of 1939. Net | 
profit for the 26-week period was | 
$2,957,276 as compared with $2,732,- 
527 for the six months last year or 
equivalent of $1.72 per capital share 
against $1.59 a share in 1939. 

Net income before interest, de- 
preciation, federal taxes and mis- 
cellaneous income was $4,138,735 or | 
about $500,000 ahead of last year. 
|CBS gross income for the 26 weeks 
was listed as $24,952,293 or more than | 
$3,750,000 ahead of the $21,195,532 | 
reported for the first 26 weeks last 
year. Results for both quarters re- 
flect the operations of Columbia Re- 











in- | 
creased more than $200,000 in the} 





CBS’ Six-Month Proft Up $2.00 


Net for First Half of 1940 Is . 957,276—Report 


Fiscal Details 


|cording Corp. and its subsid com- 
panies, acquisition of 100% owner- 
ship of which was completed by 
Columbia Broadcasting during 1939. 
| Noted by CBS that the provision 
of $114,000 for additional federal in- 
come taxes on earnings in the first 
| six months this year, chargeable 
j under the June 25, 1940 Revenue Act 
were made out of the earnings for 
the second quarter of this year. Of 
| this amount, $56,300 represents the 
| provision required in connection 
| with earnings for the first quarter 
of 1940. 

| Earnings statement was issued the 
| Same day that the board of directors 
/met and declared a 45c dividend on 
| Class A and Class B shares, It’s 
payable Sept. 6 to stock on record, 
Aug. 23. 





Guaranteed Pure 





Albany, Aug. 13. 
WABY, precedes several Itale 


fan-musiec commercials (spone 
gored by macaroni companies, 
etc.) with the statement: ‘This 


program has been checked and 
found to contain no foreign 
propaganda.’ 

Both singing and announcing 
on the half-hours in Italian, 


REMODEL NBC 
6TH FLOOR 
OFFICES 


Extensive alterations are in prog- 
ress on the sixth floor of the Na- 
tional Broadcasting Co. at Radio 
City, New York. These changes are 
brought about by the recent eleva- 
tion of Niles Trammell to the presi- 
dency and the transfer from RCA of 
Frank Mullen as NBC general man- 
ager. 

Several of the changes will see 
the restoration of various executive 
comforts identified with the M. H. 
Aylesworth regime, but banished by 
Lenox Lohr when he was head of 
the web. This includes the barber 
chair in a small room adjacent te the 
suite Trammell] will occupy. A mas- 
sage room will also be restored from 
its recent character as a file closet. 
The dining room ,which has served 
James Rowland Angell, NBC’s edu- 
cational director as an office, will 











and agencies. 

Mullen will move into the corner 
vacated by Trammell. Mark Woods, 
who will be number three man at 


partitions are being knocked out 
nearby for the secretaries and imme- 
diate clerica] staff of the two execs. 
Rearranging of space necessitates 
new offices fer Angell and Clay Mor- 
gan, both of whom classify as presi- 
dential aides (besides having other 
titles and duties). 

About $15,000 in remodelling will | 





take penes. 


NS 


‘Mayor of Salt Lake City 
Arouses Citizens on KDYL; 
Got New Fire Equipment | 


Salt Lake City, Aug. 13. 

The power of radio as a potent | 
factor in civic affairs has been 
| proved here by the purchase of some 
| $55,000 worth of fire fighting equip- | 
| ment by the local fire department, 
jan addition which can be largely 
|credited to ‘The Mayor Reports,’ a | 
| Program introduced over KDYL. 
| On this program Mayor Ab Jen- 
| kins of automobile racing fame an- 
| Swers questions on civic problems 
sent in by the listening audience and 
incidentally, gets in many a plug 
concerning civic situations which he 
considers disturbing. | 

Mayor Jenkins’ descriptions of 
Salt Lake’s antiquated fire fighting 
equipment aroused such a hue and 
cry in Salt Lake that old horse 
|drawn vehicles remade into motor- 
lized equipment with solid rubber 
tires havg been replaced with most 
modern of hook and ladder turn- 
}outs. In addition, 16 men have been 
added to the force. 

Police department has also been 
on the firing line and now the tight- 
ening up of traffic safety regulations | 
are definitely noticeable, 

No results as yet on the latest 
compaign, poor street lighting, but 
then that has only had a few weeks 
of airing. 

Program was originated by the 
KDYL program department as a sus- 
taining but is now written and spon- 
sored by the editorial department of 
the Deseret News, evening news- 
paper, 


HOLLINGSBERY HAS SAVANNAH 
George P. Hollingsbery Co. has 
been selected exclusive national rep- 
resentative of WSAV, Savannah. 
Rep firm has offices in New York, 
Chicago, Detroit, Atlanta and San 

















Francisco. 





reblossom as a refectory for clients | 


NBC, will have the next office and | 


TTrammel, Klauber Promise Weiss 
That Mutual Won't Lose on ASCAP. 


2 





San Francisco, Aug. 13. 

Lewis Allen Weiss explained last 
week that he agreed to line up the 
Don Lee Network with Broadcast 
Music, Inc. after Niles Trammell, 
| NBC prez, and Edward Klauber, 
| CBS executive v.p., assured him that 
in the event they worked out a deal 
with the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers they 
would not insist on the inserticn of 
a ‘favored nations’ clause in the con- 
tract. Trammell and Klauber, Weiss 
added, told them they would give 
him this promise in writing. 


ASCAP has agreed to treat Mutual 
on a different basis than NBC and 
Columbia because of Mutual's coop- 
erative setup and Weiss wanted to 
make sure that this difference would 
be preserved in the event cf a settle. 
ment with ASCAP. A ‘favored na- 
tions’ clause would require ASCAP 
to apply the same terms to all three 
webs, 


BING CROSBY 
GIVES VIEWS 
ON BMI 


-—_~ 








Hollywood, Aug. 13. 

Radio will have to get along with- 
out Bing Crosby unless he is pere 
mitted to sing tunes turned out by 
the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers. That is the 
decision announced by the warbler 
in the war between ASCAP and the 
National Association of Broadcast- 
ers. 

Crosby is serving notice that his 
new contract with the J. Walter 
| Thompson agency, which handles 
the Kraft Music Hall air program, 
will be renewed in December only 
with an inserted clause allowing his 
withdrawal if or when ASCAP songs 
are no longer available for his 
broadcast. 

Pointing out that neither himself 











jare being made available 


|ers need this flow of songs. 


nor his fellow air songsters are take 
ing sides in the ASCAP-NAB quar- 
rel, Crosby asked: ‘How can one 
publisher (meaning Broadcasters 


| Music, Inc.) supplant 137 publishers 


by the first of the year?’ In other 
words, what'll we have to sing? 
Larry Crosby, the star's brother 
and personal business manager, exe 
plained that neither side in the cons 


| troversy has had any consideration 
| for the name singers on the air. He 
| said: 


‘There are 1,109 authors 
ASCAP numbers, 


writing 
and their works 
through 
Bing and other sing- 
Bing, 
himself, eats up around five tuneg 


137 publishers, 


|a week, and the only place he can 


get them is through ASCAP.’ 


FLY SPEAKS AS WwW) 
TICKS OFF 20TH ANNI 


Detroit, Aug. 13. 
Dr. Frank Black, NBC’s musical 
director, will direct WWJ's aug- 








| mented,concert orchestra during stae 


tion’s special fete celebrating its 20th 
anniversary next Tuesday (20). Ruby 
Mercer and Conrad Thibault, net- 
work vocalists, and Mischa Kottler, 
WWJ concert pianist, will assist. 

James Lawrence Fly, chairman ef 
FCC, will speak during program. 
which is being produced by Jack 
Hill, of WWJ, and announced by Vic- 
tor Linfoot. Show, hitting ozone at 
10:15 p.m., will mark 20 years of 
broadcasting. by Detroit - News- 
owned WWJ, which claims to be 
first station in America to air regu- 
larly scheduled programs. 





Percy Faith Auditions 


Percy Faith, Canadian conductor 
who recently batoned several ‘Car- 
nation Contented’ shows out of Chi- 
cago for Carnation evaporated milk, 
last week auditioned a new musical 
program for the same sponsor. 

Erwin-Wasey obtained the musi- 
cians, singers and arrangements, 
leaving Faith merely to conduct. 


as 
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| Orders Australians to Be Breezy’ YANKS 


Sydney, Aug. 13. 


A new edict just promulgated by Postmaster-General Thorby or- 
ders every Australian radio station, A’s and B's alike, to remove all 
horror serials, crime gore and similar programs. 

Australian government is thus making conscious effort to brighten 
the entertainment offered citizens during the war period. 








JOHN ROYAL'S FORJOE REPRESENTS 


‘RESTRICTION 
PEEVE 





song 


, WCAP, Asbury Park, N. J., 


ASBURY-RED BANK 


Forjoe & Co. has been named ex- 
clusive national representative for 
and 
WBRB, Red Bank, N. J. Time will 





ADMIRE 


WHT UNDER FIRE: 


Shortwave Radio Has Occa- 
sional Flashes of Kidding 
Which Americans Appre- 
ciate—Has Continued Un- 
der Grim Conditions 


SPOOFS ENEMY 


American newspaper headlines like 


BRITONS WRY WAR HUMO 


+ 








Intimations of 


| New 
| British Commentators 


Under recent revision of the 
BBC commentator series from 
8:30 New York time every night 
on 19, 25 or 31 meters, the fol- 
lowing schedule of speakers pre- 
vails: 

J. B. Priestley (Tues,., Thurs., 
| Sun). 

Wickham Steed (Friday). 





Dane, Somerset Maugham. 


AFRA Strategy 


‘Appears Actors Union Hopes to Benefit by Timing 


Codes 


+> ———— 


With an agreement apparently still 
a long way off, the American Fed- 
eration of Radio Artists and the ra- 
dio networks have extended for an- 
other month the present code cov- 
ering sustaining broadcasts. It is 
‘also probable that the agreement will 
be extended still another month be- 
fore the new expiration date, Sept. 
12, is past. With AFRA'’s annual 
convention scheduled for late this 


be sold on each station individually | —_— Leslie Howard (Monday). month in Denver, the important is- 
and on the two in combination. | q Alternates sues of the negotiations with the net- 
= Thomas F. Burley, Jr., of Radio| By ered J. LANDRY | Sir Hugh Walpole, Harold _ works will almost certainly be sub- 
ae re a Industries Co., owner of the stations, News from Europe may read in| Laski, Noel Baker, Clemence mitted to the membership. 
| 


brought a reaction last week from 


made the appointment. 








Understood the NBC, CBS and 


= 7 : bros tas ° 
cause of resentment among broad ie aa el ool = one long nightmare, but there is Mutual representatives have offered 
casters who cannot understand the this aning d hand j 

licati f this exception-t none of this moaning an 1and- e “ extensive concessions for a new sus- 
app on ion =O ASCAP I » ot ° e wringing in either the voices or the taining contract. However, several 
the-rule on ners azis on a 0 phrases used by British radio an- ars a 1é sy new complications have arisen to 


John Royal, NBC program v.p. He 
ordered NBC not to use any num- 
ber appearing on the ASCAP re- 





Abuse Irwin, 


nouncers as heard on shortwave pro- 
grams in the United States. Instead, 
the British sense of humor shines 


Radio Plans For 


stymie an agreement. AFRA’s ne- 
gotiations with the transcription 
makers, networks and agencies for a 


: list f hich wr ne through. Facing the greatest dan- code governing recordings is one 
stricted list for which special okay | gers overhanging a besieged nation | |complicating angle. AFRA is re- 


was needed. NBC wouldn’t ask any 
publisher for ‘favor’ of releasing a 
particular number, Royal ruled. 

NBC production department re- 
ported immediate disposition of pubs 
to remove and forget the restric- 
tions. 


Ed Wolf Office Sells 
Unusual Script Show 








page Geran 


Ex-NBC, NowBBC 





Warren American news- 
paperman who worked for a time 
in Berlin and now works in London 


for the British Broadcasting Corp., is 


Irwin, 


in modern times, the news bulletins 
and commentations of the BBC regu- 
lars are marked by witticisms, dry 
observations and picturesque phrases. 

In a quiet, unstressed, casual way, 
this strain of British humor and 
character has already made many 
friends, even grudging ones, on this 
side of the soup. Indeed some Yan- 
kees who used to entertain the il- 
lusion that the British were slow on 


Refugee Kiddie 


Marshall Field, in behalf of his 
United States Committee for the 
Care of European Children held a 
gathering Monday (12) afternoon at 
his Park Avenue apartment in New 
York. Present, with members of the 





| luetant to sign one code without the 
other, figuring it can get a better 
deal on each by withholding agree- 
|ment on both, Also, with the com- 
| mercial code expiring next January, 
AFRA heads likewise believe they 
| will have an additional bargaining 
weapon at that time. 

In addition, there is the matter of 
| the networks’ artist bureaus. AFRA 
|'may make concessions on that front 


AEST LS 
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Reach Advertisers + 


Advertising to 


‘Air-Rithmetic’—In its latest piece of promotion, ‘Air-rithmetic,’ Mutual 

uses the index stepoff format to tell the story of the network’s new ‘Vol- 

' wme Purchase Plan’. Examples are given for the costs of various time 

segments on the basis of from 26 to 52 weeks. The promotional patter 

! that accompanies each example in concise, pointed and well put. For a 
; novel touch there’s a pencil attached to the cover of the compendium. 


Modern Kids 


San Francisco, Aug. 13. 


ee aS, 








RECENT BROCHURES, ETC. 

CBS Forecast—Each of the 14 
_ programs giving summer auditions | 
publicly over CBS Monday nights | 





has been the subject of an attractive Put ‘em in front of a mike, 
' descriptive folder mailed just ahead | and even four-year-olds_ will 
of broadcast. talk politics. At least, that’s 


what Jo-Jo is finding out at 
Treasure Island. Known to the 
census-taker as Howard Rider, 


Grand Old Opry—Fourteen-year | 
old program of WSM, Nashville, | 
gets a booklet with a calico cloth | 


cover cross-stripped and stamped) Jo-Jo handles a daily interview 
in blue denim...Hailing a hick} with anywhere from 20 to 40 
classic in radio programming. | moppets as windup for a ‘Fairy? 

Scrapbook — WSYR, Syracuse | land Fantasy,’ one of various 
plugs its ‘service department’ and| {free shows in which clowns par- 
quotes prominently from the last ticipates. 


One tyke expressed desire to 
‘recite Roosevelt’s speech,’ and 
before clown could interpose, 
kid was bellowing ‘we’re hav- 
ing a dam lot of trouble—Boul- 
der dam, eastern dams, western 
dams.’ 


VaRIETY Showmanship Survey. 
Large man in red flannels—But | 
red—is the device of KFBI’s Herb 
Hollister to get attention focussed on 
coverage in Wichita zone. 
Margaret Culkin Banning, novel- 
ist newly turned broadcaster from 


WEBC in her home town, Duluth, Equally surprising are unex- 
is the subject of a brief | pected retorts to queries. Ex- 
service brochure by NBC. ample: ‘Are you going to be a 


Walter Winchell’s own telegraphic | 
style is employed in the text of a 
Jergen’s success story told by the» 


politician when you grow up?’ 
‘No, I'm going to be a man.’ 
Asked how she knew the answer 
to question, one lass drawled, 
‘Why, my brains told me.’ 

All of ’em want to sing ‘God 
Bless America.’ 




















government prohibits any radio sta- 
tion allowing visitors into studios, 
;near mikes or airing apparatus. 
Violation of edict will bring heavy 
penalty including license cancella- | 


revitalized Blue network. 
Politicians, Please Note—-Stations , 
of Washington state united in a pre- 
tentious handbook on what time and 
discs cost; what office-seekers should, | 
shouldn't do on air. | 
- | 
VARIETY, ISSUE AUG. 4 NO VISITORS 
KWKH, Shreveport—Plugged its 
3,000,000 population within 150-mile | 
radius in world’s greatest oil area. | 
WLW, Cincinnati—Win Lexing- 
ton (Ky.) Women’ is one in series | 
of Crosley station ads emphasizing | 
the coverage power outside Cincy | 
itself. Canberra, July 24. 
WWL, New Orleans—This station 
has a clever association of ideas 
copy slant. ‘When you think of New 
Orleans—it’s (fill in)—and WWL 
(last week the eye-catcher was an 
aroma-wafting cup of Creole Coffee). 
WDRC, Hartford — Called the 
broadeast advertisers attention to 


the fact that employment in Hart- | tion. 
ford County was 127.2% compared | Special censors now look over | 
to peak 1929. .~- , 

every script before ethered, and 


Jce Weed—Institutional copy for 
the radio station sales rep. 

WEEI, Boston—‘Some time ago I 
heard over WEEI,’ wrote in a lady. 
That ‘some time ago,’ WEEI in- 
vestigated and found out, was seven 
months before. The lasting potency 
of a five-minute spot! 

WSM, Nashville—Picture of com- 


there’s a possibility that birthday 
announcements used _ in _ kiddie 
sessions will be wiped from the air 


information to the enemy. 


: Ministry for Information has caken 
pass, caption: ‘To plot your course | control of national, both A, and com- 
for more sales per advertising dol-| mercial B, stations’ time every 


lar.’ |week night between 7 and_ 7:30 
WFBR, Baltimore—Ten important 


, Broadcasting Co., 
| licensee of WDAK, a 250-watter with 
iunlimited time and 1,310-kilocycle 


Wartime edict by the Australian | 


lanes, as it’s believed that such calls | 
could be used as a code to convey | 


:| THREE MONTH TREND OF STATION BUSINESS 


(For All Markets Regularly Reported by ‘Variety’) 





NATIONAL SPOT LOCAL NETWORK TOTALS 
Week Ending Units Week Ending Units Week Ending ern ang ey Units 
__.. 61,407 } }] May 25...- 90,822} | May 25... . 95,1 ay _.. 248,007 
pond 7 ... 62,049 pd 1.... 91,5594} June 1....94493 ]] June 1... 248,211 
June 8.... 61,153] ]} June 8... 89,536] } June 8.... 93,339] ] June 8... 244,028 
June 15... . 62,101 | | June 15... . 89,130 J | June 15... . 93,619 [J June 15... 244,850 
June 22... . 62,595 | | June 22... . 89,996 | | June 22... . 94,666 | | June 22... 247,227 
June 29... . 62,145 || June 29___. 90,375] ] June 29... . 90,034] ] June 29... 242,554 
July 6... 61,217 |} July 6.... 89,334] ] July 6.... 92,641} } July 6... 243,222 
July 13.... 62,054] ] July 13-.--- 90,015 } J July 13.... 89,929] ) July 13... 241,998 
July 20.... 60,556 July 20.... 88,582] ] July 20.... 85,031 ff July 20... 234,169 
July 27...- 56,646 |} July 27.... 87,309] | July 27.... 87,240] ] July 27... 231,195 
Aug. 3_... 56,588 |} Aug. 3.... 87,745] } Aug. 3.... 87,756] ] Aug. 3... 232,089 
Aug. 10... . 54,599 | | Aug. 10_... 86,147 | | Aug. 10... 87,387 | | Aug. 10... 228,133 
































JOHN LOESCH, CBS 
VETERAN, VERY ILL 


John Loesch, veteran CBS pro- 
ducer, is critically ill at his New 
York home with a blood clot in a| 
main artery near his heart. One side 
is paralyzed. 

Formerly a chief assistant on re- 
cording to the late Thomas Edison, 
Loesch is widely known and liked 
in the trade. 








Lambdin Kay Participates 
In West Point, Ga., Start 


West Point, Ga., Aug. 13. 

Civic leaders, business officials 
and notables participated in christen- 
_ing of WDAK Saturday (10) evening | 
‘from stage of Riviera theatre here. | 
|Lambdin Kay, public service direc- | 
tor of WSB, Atlanta, took part in 
opening program festivities. Valley 
of this city, is 


| frequency. 
WDAK’s $s staff is headed by 
|Thomas C. Phillips, formerly of 


WTFI,- Athens; J. L. Williams, for- 
merly with WCOS, Columbia, S. C., 
is chief engineer, assisted by G. C. 
Hunt, Jr., formerly of WCRA and 
|WMGA. Bob Hess, well known At- 
lanta theatre organist, is mill’s musi- 
|cal director. 


Immediately following 
broadcast WDAK transferred _ to 
|Lanett theatre, just across Chatta- 
hoochee River in Lanett, Ala., where 
musical program was aired by Louis 
| Armstrong and ork filling a date 
there. 


Formal, full time operation of 
WDAK started Sunday. L. J. Dun- 
can, who operates string of theatres 
,in this section of Georgia and Ala- 
bama, is owner of station. 


dedicatory 











BALTIMORE REPORT 


National Spot Units Up 5.1% in 
Maryland City 








Baltimore, Aug. 6. 

Not much change ail around here. 
|Rather satisfactory however, is 
steadier seasonal market as com- 
;pared to last year with future pros- 
pects inclined to look rather resy | 
| also. Station execs quite bullish | 
about general radio set-up. 

WCBM: Signed a major network 





tions’ ‘True Story’ 15 min. 
airing. 

WFBR: American Chicle with six 
announcements a week lined up 
through Badger, Browning & Hersey. 
Miracle Rub, renewed four an-¢ 
‘nouncements a week for a year via 
|\Young & Rubicam. Iowa Soap, | 
through Weston-Barnett, participa- 
| tion announcements 
man’s Hour and Studio Party.’ 


weekly 














| Aug. 3 Compared to July 27. =| 
Network Local National “oe 
Units Units Spot Units Units | 
7,075 4,696 2,314 14,085 
7,035 4,888 2,195 14,118 | 
+0.5% —3.8% +5.1% —0.2% | 
| (Included: WBAL, WCAO, WCRM, 





LESS TIME, MORE PAY 





Atlanta, Aug. 13. 

Howard Donahoe, former program 
director for WLOK, Lima, Ohio, last 
| week assumed _ similar post at 
| WAGA, here, vice Paul Overbay. 
| Donahoe was with WWVA, Wheel- 
| ing, and WMMN, Fairmont, W. Va., 
|} and has been with Fort Industry Co., 





| which recently took over AGA, for | 


10 years. 

| Don Ioset, general manager of 
| WAGA, is preparing to move his 
| family here from Lima, 
was general manager of WLOK be- 


program on recently confirmed Mu- | 
tual tie-up with McFadden Publica- 


in ‘Every Wo- | 


WFBR) | j 


MAKES WAGA GRINS| 


where he | 


TIME PLUGS ‘RAMPARTS’ 
ON KDYL, SALT LAKE 


Salt Lake City, Aug. 13. 


Network and national spot busi- 
ness stays on the healthy even-keel 
trend, but hot weather is really 
raisin’ cain with local stuff. Next 
couple of weeks s' ould see local pick 
up quite a bit of political coin. 


KDYL: Johnsen & Johnson (Tek 
toothbrushes), through Ferry-Hanly, 
26 announcements. Associated Hotels, 
| announcements, Time Magazine took 
| a block of announcements to plug its 








| first feature length film, ‘Ramparts 
| We Watch.’ 
KSL: International Harvester, 


through Aubrey, Mocre & Wallace, 
| one-min, spots, Union Pacific States, 
|through Beaumont & Hohman, 15 
‘announcements, Henry Sta.npede, 
;announcements. Four quarter-hour 
| political broadcasts set for the next 
‘two weeks. 

KUTA: Covey Investment Co., 300 
announcements. Weiss Jewelry, 300 
|announcements. Forty quarter-hour 
| aor yo programs are under con- 

tract. 


| Aug. 10 Compared to Aug. 3 —. 





| Network Local National ‘Total 

| Units Units Spot Units Units 

| 6,140 1,846 1,194 9,180 

| * 6,110 2,066 1,182 9,358 

+ 0.4% —10.6% +1% —1.9% 
(included: KDYL, KSL, KUTA) 





The Story in San Antonio 


San Antonio, Aug. 13. 

With state political run-offs slated 
next month, local as well as state 
candidates will take te the air here, 
| helping to bolster sagging local and 
|regional biz. Network continues 
strong. 

WOAI: Brown & Williamson (Big 
Ben tobacco), through Russel M. 











é fore moving to Atlanta > ‘ ’ : 
and 9 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. Sundays to | ’ yu . Seeds, ‘Renfro Valley Folks’ 30-min. 
factors in choosing a test market. gir special sessions covering war ac- | WD2 S SOFT BALL TEAM } One of Ioset’s first moves was to weekly. American Chicle Co., an- 
Recommending Baltimore as such. | tivities. Commercials have had to | reorganize his staff and put station’s | nouncements. Johnsen & Johnson 
KLZ, Denver—Stressed its new\rearrange programs to fit these | Draws ee ee _ Than} personnel on five-day week and fur- | (Tek toothbrushes), through Ferry- 
directive antenna and 5,000 watts. times, but the governmental move _ | ther bringing smiles to faces of his|Hanly, 26 announcements, Welch 
_ASCAP—Contrasted music costs tO | has been backed by the Federation Tuscola, Ill, Aug. 13 | announcing staff with general pay | Grape Juice, through H. W. Kastor, 
time and talent costs. of Commercial Broadcasters headed | a - ive | raise. ;renewal of Irene Rich. Political 
|by Frank Marden. At 9:30 each| Staff of local station WDZ recently | WAGA, NBC Blue outlet, bears |talks include lierce Brooks, Olin 


formed a softball team and pro-| down on sports and broadcasts home 
ceeded to lose its first few games| and road games of Atlanta Crackers 
with rival outfits from around town.| Southern Ass’n entry, under 
Boys were taking a razzing about] sorship of General Mills (Wheaties) 


night, the nationals and many com- 


PRISONERS CAN TUNE |mercials also rebroadcast BBC news, 


a nd — for commercials in particu- 
has also meant the rearrange- | 


| Culberson, Judge Lattimore and 
»| Judge Lattimore and Judge Alexan- 
Spon- der. Republican state convention 











OUT WARDEN DOWD ©: 





and Goodrich Rubber Co. (Tires). 


| ment of programs. 





| ae low C.A.B. rating, so they held 
|some strenuous practice and man- 


Station has United Press for its 


| will be carried next week. 
KABC: Deuble Danderine, through 
| Blackett - Sample - Hummert, _ tri- 


Michigan City, Ind. Aug. 13 aged to win their next contest. Now | news service. | weekly qua:ter hours on Texas State 
An added 2,600 Satanenie can a Uniforms at KYW a ie ie eer >- myge “ ae | Network, ‘Mhert, Short. Stories. St. 
be marked up in this area by the | Station has plugged the games on | Louis Cleaners, announcements. 


three networks, NBC, CBS and Mu- 
tual, 


station receiver in the Indiana State 





with the installation of 2,000 | 
head-phone sets and a master three- | 





Philadelphia, Aug. 13. 
studio guides, elevator | 
and mailroom staff go 


KYW 


operators 


the air, urging local 


‘on the diamond. Attendance 








residents to 
come out and watch their favorite 
| entertainers and announcers cut up 
was 


Minus Sign Up i in Cincy 


Cincinnati, Aug. 13. 
Start of radio’s bog month finds 








| Milam Chevrolet Co., five quarter- 

| hour newscasts weekly. Joske Bros., 
| announcements. Owl Radiator Co., 
| daily announcement. F. E. Mueller 
C 





Prison at Michigan City Roxy usher this week. Swank new | about 600, 1,000 and 3,500, respec-| time sales of Cincy stations holding |C®:» two announcements weekly. 
Besides being able to hear their uniforms consist of military type/| tively, for the first three games, |up satisfactorily and better than a| Olin Culbertson, quarter-hour po- 
preference of programs over the “Mitt of airplane cloth, navy blue| Final turnout was greater than the | year ago. | litical talks, 
three networks, prisoners can hear — Reeowd powder _— trim, navy | town’s population, WKRC last week added 45 minutes | | Aug. | 10 C ompared to Aug. 3 | 
the warden by means of a micro- ue ‘pants also with light trim and “ ie for Mutual-fed thrice-weekly ‘I'll | = 
phone in the prison office. ‘That 2 Pair of powder blue pants with Never Forget’ series for Macfadden | Network Local National Total 
may not work entirely,’ Dowd said. dark blue trim. Coat and pants are Bond B T r di Publications’ True Story mag. Placeq| Units Units SpotUnits Units 
"You see, any inmate could flip a of tropical worsted. Coats have uys ransradio through Arthur Kudner, Inc., New yee 7,471 1,939 14,358 
switch and tune me out’ gold buttons and gold KYW insignia. = York. On spot biz, WKRC took on| . 4/82 8,224 2,214 15,220 
Regulations uniform will be as ; Wiedemann Brewing Co. for nine +3.4% —10% -—14.1% —5.6% 
follows: light trousers. and shirt for Bond Clothes signed a hefty con- minutes weekly. via Strauch g | (included KABC, KMAC, KONO, KTSA, 
lich : tract Monday (12) for three pro- J» ou aucnen WOAT) 
Newspaperman at WAKR summer, light trousers and coat for | 


In Head Sales Role 


Akron, O., Aug. 13. 


Kenneth Keegan has been named | 
| 


fall and dark coat and dark trousers 
for winter. 
regulation, 


Safford, Ariz., on NBC 





A navy blue tie also is | 


| grams to run 52 weeks over WOR- 
| Mutual, New York. Deal 
through Neff-Rogow agency. 


of the pacts were renewals. 
Company starts Sept. 9 to bank- 


was 
Two 


McKim, Cincy agency, and five one- 
minute announcements’ on_ the 
Woman’s Hour for Eda E. Thomas 
Candy Co., local, through Swafford 
& Koehl, Cincy agency. 

















WCAU With AFM’Til’42 


Philadelphia, Aug. 13. 
WCAU has extended its year 





| commercial manager for Akron’s | : ' roll ‘Confidentially Yours,’ Trans- || August 3 Compared to July 27 | agreement with the musicians’ union 
; third radio station, WAKR, by/| Station KGLU, Safford, Ariz. | radio stunt with Arthur Hale, 15 | Network Local National Total | to run for a second year until 1942, 
> Bernard Berk, owner. Keegan, for- joins NBC red (WEAF) Sept. 1 as | minutes Monday, Wednesday and! ynits Units Spot Units Units|40ing the additional binding to get 
§ mer advertising director of the old|a bonus outlet for sponsors using | Friday nights. Program has had 4.470 8.457 5.477 18.374 | additional rehearsal time for Joey 
| Akron Times-Press, already has|KTAR, Phoenix, a _ supplemental | ' several sponsors in the past, the last 4.500 8.454 5 482 18 436 Kearns’ staff orchestra. Contract is 
| taken over the new post. | station of the California network. | being Pa-Pi-A. Renewals, both also —0.6% 40.03% —0.6°, —0 3% | retroactive as of Jan. 17, 1940. 

The station is now constructing a| New affiliate is owned by Gila | for 52 weeks, are the 45-minute John | (included‘ WCPO, WKRC, WLW, WsAl)| Kearns getting CBS shots now, sta- 
transmitter south of the city and is; Broadcasting Co. and operates on|Gambling musical-chatter series : tion sought better woodshed sessions 
planning on downtown studios. 1420 ke., with 250 watts power. Op- Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, Golden Gate Quartet from Cafe So- | for the band, but union nixed the re- 

Meantime William O’Neil, general | erates on unlimited tin‘g. fetetaey: Sept. 16, and a 15-minute | ciety, N. Y., on CBS Forecast next| quest. Half hour granted is restrict- 
manager of WJW, is negotiating for | NBC cut-in announcement rate | stanza of Transradio news Sundays, | week, also for the Lanny Ross Franco| ed to preparations for local shows 
a Mutual network outlet. | will be $6 at night and! & day. with Frank Singiser. spaghetti show. only. 


~~ 
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BAMBERGER’S WNEW DEAL 





a 


BALLOT DRIVES 
TO AID LA. 
AIR SALES 


—- 


Tea through Schwimmer 


Chicago In August 


——~—_- 


Chicago, Aug. 13. 
Household Finance, Standard Oil, 
Swift and others are apparently 
ready to spread radio buying in the 


autumn. 


‘Cartune-O’ musical 30-min. game 
Was renewed on WGN for National 
& Scott 
agency as of Aug. 16. 





Los Angeles, Aug. 13. 


Boss broadcasters, returning from 
the Frisco convention, were assured | 
py sales chiefs that all indications 
pointed to better things. 

Effects of the approaching political | 
campaigns—national, state and coun- 
ty—are already being felt, with 
everything forecasting a general un- 
leashing of candidate bankrolls be- 
fore another 10 days has passed. 

KFWB: Basic Foods, Inc., irre 15- 
min. programs weekly for 52 weeks; | 
Samaritan Institute, through Smith 
& Bull, 10 10-min. programs weekly 
until further notice; Dockweiler po- 
litical campaign, through Lockwood- 
Shackelford, one quarter-hour; A. E. 
Nugent Co. through Stodel Adv. 
agency, 10 one-min, spots. 

KFI: Chelsea Ciggies, through 
Inc., 13 an- 
nouncements and 13 participations in 
‘Bridge Club’; Southern Pacific R.R.. 
through Lord & Thomas, three addi- 
tional half-hours; Manhattan Soap 
Co., through Franklin Bruck, 39 15- 
min. newscasts at rate of three week- 
ly; Coast Federal Savings & Loan, 
through Robert F. Dennis, 48 150- | 
word participations in ‘Art Baker's 
Notebook’ and ‘Mirandy’s Garden 
Patch’; Buron Fitts campaign, 
through Milton Weinberg, three 15- 
min. programs; Los Angeles County 
Fair, 28 announcements; Gilmore Oil 
Co., through Botsford, Constantine & 
Gardner, six announcements; Eagle 
Oil & Refining Co., through General 
Adv. agency, five one-min. transcrip- | 
tions. 

KECA: Los Angeles County Fair, 
13 announcements; Bimini Baths, 
through Western Adv. Co., 26 an- 
nouncements; Jones-for-District-At- 
torney campaign, through Advertis- 
ing Arts agency, nine 15-min. pro- 
grams; Western Federal Savings & | 
Loan, through Elwood Robinson Co., 
six 15-min. programs; Bullocks, Inc., 
through Dana Jones Co., 65 15-min. 
programs (renewal). 


KNX: L. A. Dollar Day campaign, 
through Hillman-Shine agency, one 
week’s participations in two daily 
programs plus 14 time signals; Pan- 
tages theatre, through Milton Wein- 
berg agency, one week’s participation 
in two daily programs; Power Seal 
Co., through Mayers Co., four weeks’ 
thrice-weekly participation in news 
broadcasts; Cudahy Packing Co.. 
through Erwin-Wasey, 13 weeks’ 
participation in two daily programs; | 
J. W. Robinson Co., through Mayers 
Co., two weeks’ participation in news 
broadcasts; Florsheim Shoes, through 
W. Austin Campbell, six participa- 
lions in one daily program. 


| 
| 











| Aug. 10 Compared to Aug. 3 | 
Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
9,560 8,383 1,653 19,650 
9.535 8,263 1,641 19,439 
+03% 415% ++40.7% +1.1% 
(Included: KECA,. KFI, KEW B, KHJ, 
KNX) 


Wheatena Playhouse And 
Vick Yawn Club to WWJ 


Detroit, Aug. 13. 

With biggest loss sustained in net- 
work volume, local radio biz shows 
second consecutive dip currently, but 
course is due to reverse itself soon as 
fall accounts start hitting ozone. 
WWJ: Wheatena Corp., ‘Wheatena 
Playhouse’ (ET), 15 mins., five times 
weekly, for 26 weeks; Vick Chemical. | 
Yawn Club,’ 15 mins., three times 
weekly, 26 weeks; played by Morse 
International. 
WXYZ: Manhattan Soap Co. 
Sweetheart Soap), two daily 15-min. 


newscasts, five days a week; placed 
by Franklin Bruck. 


| __Aug. 10 Compared to Aug.3 | 








145 minutes 


| (furs), 


| Chemical 


| _ Aug. 10 Compared to Aug.3 | 








Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
9,005 5,348 10,210 24,563 
9,005 5,380 10,188 24,573 

* 06% 402% —0.04% 
* No change. ‘ 
(Included: WBBM, WENR, WGN, WIND, 
WJJD, WLS, WMAQ) 








BADIO. IS ONLY 





Bargain Basement Will Con- 
fine All Advertising to 
Broadcasting In Most Sig- 
nificant Contract and Test 


of Kind 


—_ 


N. Y. LOOKS UP 








FRISCO SALES 


BUSY DURING 
N.A.B. MEET 


San Francisco, Aug. 13. 

Despite preoccupation with N.A.B. 
convention details, Frisco stations 
didn’t neglect business, the graph 
turning upward last week, gains be- 
ing recorded in local time sales par- 
ticularly. KFRC lost two hours and 
of network time when 
ciggies dropped ‘Saturday 





Wings 


| Night Swing Party,’ which had been 


on a week-to-week basis, but picked 


|up five quarter-hour weekly partici- 


pations in the ‘Breakfast Club’ with 
Johnson & Johnson’ (Band-Aid) 
angeling. 

KPO: George H. Benioff, Ince. 
three quarter-hours weekly, 
24 weeks, ‘Musical Clock.’ Oroweat 
Baking, through  Brisacher-Davis, 
104 announcements weekly. Drake 
Hotel, four participations in ‘KPO 
Fashion Window.’ Panama Pacific 
Line, through J. Walter Thompson, 
13 one-min. spots. Southern Pa- 
cific Lines, through Lord & Thomas, 
renewal of 70 announcements. 
Chemical Distributing Co. (Par- 
Ful), through Sidney Garfinkel, 18 
participations in ‘International 
Kitchen.’ Strawberry Resort, through 
F. L. Newton, six ET spots. An- 
drew Jergens Co., through Lennen 
& Mitchell, 28 announcemMents. 

KFRC: Hastings (clothiers), 
through Brisacher-Davis, local spon- 


sorship of nightly quarter-hours, 
‘Fulton Lewis, Jr.’, Mutual co-op 
show. Fels Naptha Soap, through 


Young & Rubicam, three quarter- 
hours weekly, ‘Breakfast Club,’ Lan- 
gendorf Bakeries, through Leon 
Livingston, 45 spots. National Fund- 
ing Corp., through Smith & Bull, 76 
participations in ‘Rise and Shine.’ 
Distributing Co., through 
Sidney Garfinkel, 18 participations 
in ‘Morning Hostess.’ 

KSFO: Mark Morris (tires), 
through Yoemans & Foote, weekly 
ET gquarter-hours. Hale Brothers, 
through Theo. Segall, participapa- 
tions in ‘Housewives Protective 
League.’ Langendorf, through Leon 
Livingston, five quarter-hours week- 
ly, one year, ‘John B. Hughes, news.’ 
Association of California Architects, 


weekly quarter-hour; Sweetheart 
Soap, through Franklin Bruck, tri- 
weekly quarter-hour newscasts. 
Chandler’s (shoes), seven one-min- 
ute spots. 

KROW: Gardner Nursery, through 
Northwest Advertising, six 5-minute 
ET’s weekly. Harvey's Chewing 


Gum, three quarter-hours weekly, 26 


weeks. George A. Hillback (real 
estate), six quarter-hours weekly, 
one year. Capwell, Sullivan & 
Furth (department store) through | 


Ryder & Ingram, 12 one-min. spots. 
Good Housekeeping Shops, six quar- 
ter-hours weekly, 26 weeks. Sather 
Gate Book Shop, announcements, 34 
weeks. E. A. Patterson (political), 
30 announcements. 





| Aug. 10 Compared to Aug.3_| 


Network Local National Total Network Local National =Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units| Units Units Spot Units Units 
7198 = 10,551 4978 21,827; 8.280 4638 2,278 15,196 
7405 10,371 «= 4.999) 22,775| 8,323 4.355 2,107 14,785 

~28% 417% 04% —4.1% |—05% 464% +81%  +2.7% 

“ncluded: CKLW, WJRK, WIR, WMBC, (Included: KFRC, KGO, KJBS, KPO, 

Fees WWJ, WX¥Z) j KSFO) 


Radio has long contended it could 
top any other medium—meaning 
newspapers—in selling department 
store merchandise, and starting to- 
morrow (15), radio will be put to 
its most severe test when L. Bam- 
berger & Co. of Newark, gets under 
way with a morning half-hour show 
on WNEW, New York indie. 


Bamberger’s will plug its Base- 
ment Store, which in gross biz is the 
third largest of its kind in the coun- 
try. Cash and Carry department of 
the Basement, opening Tuesday (20), 
will use no medium other than 
WNEW to attract customers. No 
newspapers, no car cards and no 
throw-aways. To further make ra- 
dio, and WNEW, do it the hard way, 
no ‘specials’ will be advertised on 
the air—only regular merchandise at 
regular prices — and 


half-hour, a distinct departure from 





morning. Transcribed sweet pop 
music will be used, interspersed with 
AP headline flashes. Dennis James 
will m.c.; John Flora will read the 
news flashes. At start 


MEDIUM Wo 


jmer slack 


| 





the usual blurb-filled department | 
| store programs. 
WNEW show, tagged ‘Breakfast 


with Bamberger’s Basement,’ will be | 
aired from 7:30 to 8 each weekday | 








5.8% Off In Kaycee 


Kansas City, Aug. 13. 

Ether biz maintaining its regular 
summer status quo. Station chores 
jumbled with execs NAB-ing on the 
West Coast and vacations causing 
doubling-up at most studios. Sum- 
is again evidenced by 
slight drops, but biz expected to be 
on ungrade soon. 








| Aug. 10 Compared te Aug. 3 





Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
6,245 5,168 7,084 18,497 
6,480 6,362 6,790 19,632 

—3.6% —18.7% +4.3% —5.8% 


(Included: KCKN, KCMO, KITE, KMBC 
WDAF, WHB) 


12 QUARTER HRS. 
FOR COLORADO 
PEACHES 


—— 





Denver, Aug. 13. 


Sales continue to increase with 
KLZ selling a daily newscast for a 
year and KOA reporting a 156 15- 
minute program sale, along with a 
seasonal sale of 12 quarter-hours to 


the Union Pacific R.R. to promote the | 


sale of Colorado peaches. American 
Bird Products renewed on KFEL 


commercials | with their quarter-hour weekly on 
will be limited to 34% minutes to the | ‘Radio Warblers.’ 


KLZ: Morey Mercantile Coripany, 
through Ball-Davidson agency, 15- 
min. newscast daily, one year; Pinex 
Co., through Russel M. Seeds, five 
daily and four Sunday weather an- 
nouncements, six months; Johnson & 
Johnson (Band-Aid), through Young 


& Rubicam, 260 one-min. spots; 
American Furniture Co., through 
|Raymond Keane, 104 announce- 


of 50 an-| 


|nouncements in addition to program | 


and show. 


pointed out that the total cost of the 
show, $621.78 weekly ($471.78 for 
|time, $150 for talent), would buy 
|only a % page in N. Y.’s leading 
tabloid. VArRiETy’s recent ‘Depart- 
ment Store Tests’ proved very use- 
ful in presenting radio's story to 
| Bamberger execs, according’ to 
| WNEW sales department. 

WHN’s Old Gold Deal 
Another substantial contract of 
the week was signed for Old Gold 
cigarets, using heavy schedule of 
sports news on WHN. Cigarets will 
break in with from 5 to 15 minutes— 
whatever is available—from 2 to 6 p. 
m., giving inning-by-inning baseball 
results, racing results and scratches, 
sports previews and resumes. 
nen & Mitchell placed P. Lorillard. 

Drop in national spot is due to end 
of Lucky Strike’s 2'2-minute an- 
nouncement schedule. 

WMCA: Koobe-Cola, 15 announce- 
ments weekly. Roxy and Paramount 
theatres, announcements. Vim Stores, 
through Sternfield-Godley, 30 an- 


nouncements weekly, 52 weeks. Dr. 
Shirley Wynne’s Food Forum in- 


creases from 30 to 45 minutes, effec- 
tive Sept. 23. 


WHN: Double-Bubble Gum, 
through N. W. Ayer, daily quarter- 
heur, ‘Don Winslow of the Navy,’ 
discs. Foster-Milburn Co., through 


Street & Finney, ET announcements, 


WNEW: Jersey Tire Co., through 
Scheer Advertising, daily 10-min. 
‘Fashions in Rhythm,’ 26 weeks. 
Roxy theatre, announcements. Para- 


mount Pictures, 
five announcements daily. 
Aug. 10 Compared to Aug. 3 | 


Netwerk Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
645 10,190 10,403 21,238 
645 10,002 10,930 21,577 
° +1.8% —4.8% —1.1% 
*No change. 

| (Included: WHN, WMCA, WNEW, WOR, 

} WQXR) 





Maine camp over the weekend but 
‘is all set to return Aug. 21 when that 


‘ol’ debbil hay-fever renews its Op-— 


tion. 


will be used to boost the products | 


ments; Del Teet Furniture Co., 104 


announcements; American’ Chicle 
Co., through Badger, Browning & 
| Hershey, 78 spots; Young Men's 


In making the solicitation, it was) 


Democratic League, through Conner 


agency, four quarter-hours; Kerr 
Glass Mfg. Co., through Kingshall 
|agency, 26 one-min. spots; © Time, 


Len- | 


through Buchanan, 


| through Young & Rubicam, 29 spots: 
| Interstate Distributing Co. 


(Frogil 
Heaters), through Driver agency, 60 
spots; Denver Dry Goods 
chain breaks; Colorado Springs Ro- 
deo, six spots; Lehman Jewelry Co., 
three spots. 

KOA: Martin Bros., through Ray- 
mond Keane agency, three quarter- 
hours weekly, one year; Union Pa- 


cific, through Caples agency, 12 
quarter-hours; Johnson & Johnson, 
through Ferry-Hanly Co., 20 an- 


nouncements; General Electric Sup- 
ply Co., 90 announcements. 


KFEL: American Bird Products 


Co., through Weston-Barnett agency, | 


26 quarter-hours; Leeds Shoe Co. and 
Broadway Dept. Store, through Ted 
Levy agency, 30 announcements; 
Nelson Calco Service Station, eight 


announcements; Paramount Cleaners | 


& Dyers, 26 participating announce- 
ments; B. K. Sweeney Electrical Co. 
(Stokol), 30 announcements. 


Aug. 10 Compared to Aug. 3 ; 
Total 





Network Local National 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
6,593 3,926 1,420 11,939 | 
6,563 4,048 1,462 12,073 
0.4% 3% 2.9% 1.1% 
(Included 


KFEL, KLZ KOA K VOD) 


Manhattan Sozaoy Buys 
Newscasts From WFBR 
Baltimore, Aug. 13. 
Uneventful doings all around here 
with some slight activity reported by 
WFBR. NBC Red outlet lined up 


Manhattan Soap for a strip of news- 
casts through Franklin Bruck agency 


| 
and sold five announcements a week 


to Johnson & Johnson for 
Toothpaste via Ferry-Hanley. Also 
tied up 39 daytime one-min. tran- 
scriptions for Perfection Stove Co., 


Tek 


to start Aug. 21, McCann-Erickson , 


| negotiating. 





Aug. 10 Compared te Aug. 3 a 





| A. W. Dannenbaum, Sr., WDAS Network Local National Total | 
Philadelphia prez, got back from his | 


Units Units Spot Units Units | 

7,115 4,699 1,704 13,518 

7,075 4,696 2.314 14,085 
$0.5% +006% —26.3% —4% 


i (Included: WBAL, WCAO, WCBM, WFBR) 


Ce., ial 


WHO, DES MOINES 
ORDER FLOOD 
FOR FALL 


Des Moines, Aug. 13. 
Lots of new contracts were signed 
—but starting dates are scheduled 
for next month. Meanwhile the 
slump continues. 


WHO: Dean Studios, through Less- 
ing Advertising, 12 quarter hours, 
Quaker Oats, through Sherman & 
Marquette, 26 half-hour ET’s. David- 
son Co., through Son de Regger & 
| Brown, 14 quarter-hour discs. Pio- 
|neer Hi-Bred Corp., through Wallace 








Adv., 26 200-wood spots. Allied Mills, 
through Louis E. Wade, 130 an- 
nouncements. John C. Wisdom Co., 
farm news. Iowa State Fair, through 
Fairail agency, 63 65-word spots. 
Paxton & Gallagher, through Thom- 
as agency, 258 quarter hours. White 
Labs, through William Esty, 39 an- 
nouncements. Brewn & Williamson, 
through B.B.D.&O., 26 chain breaks. 
Skelly Oil Co. through Henri- 
Hurst-McDonald, 100 quarter-hour 
newscasts, Consolidated Products, 
through Mace agency, 26 half-hour 
participations in Iowa Barn Dance 
Frolic. Perfection Steve Co., through 











McCann-Erickson, 39 announce- 
ments Vick Chemical, through 
Morse International, 52 quarter- 
| hours. 

| Aug. 10 Compared to Aug. a | 
Network Local National Total 
| Units Units Spot Units Units 
| 6,620 2,644 3,606 12,870 
| 6,525 2,818 3,672 13,015 
| +14% —6.1% —18% —1.1% 
(included: KRNT, KSO, WHO) 





| 


30 MINUTE ONE-TIMER 
ON WSAI, CINCINNATI 


Cincinnati, Aug. 13. 

Time sales of local stations in the 
shade for second successive week, 
yet broadcasters pleased that general 
biz for this natural bog month is 
ahead of same period last year. 

WSAI last week carried a one-time 
30-min. interview program from the 
City Loan Co.’s revamped downtown 
headquarters. Same sponsor is using 
| 10 announcements weekly. Also car- 
rying announcements on the Crosley 
smallie are the Chrysler Corp., 
through Ruthrauff & Ryan, and the 
Weidemann Brewing Co., placed by 





the Strauchen & McKim agency, 
Cincy. 
~~ Aug. 10 Compared to Aug. 3 | 
Network Lecal National Totai 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
| 4,445 8,404 5,458 18,307 
| 4,470 8,457 5,447 18,374 
—0.5% —0.6% + 0.2% —0.3% 
(included: WCPO, WKRC, WLW, WSAD 


‘All-Auto Participation 
Program at KWK, StL. 


St. Louis, Aug. 13. 

Seven automobile dealers in the 
St. Louis area have joined in spon- 
soring “The Automotive Hour,’ a 
daily a.m. program over KWK. The 
30 mins. program that started last 
week includes transcribed music and 
the tunes are so arranged that each 
dealer gets a 50-word spot between 
.numbers. Most dealers are plugging 
a used car bargain while others used 
institutional copy prepared by the 
station scripters. Dan Cochran has 
been assigned to the program. 

Sponsors are the West Side Bick, 








McCarthy Motor Co., Fred Evens 
Motor Co., L. M. Stewart, Inc., South 
Side Chevrolet Co., John T. Dolan 


Motor Co., and the Chambers 
Co. 


Motor 





Colgate Considers 


Benton & Bowles last week made 
a transcription of a new five-a-week 
show, ‘A Woman of America,’ for 
submission to Colgate, 
| Account is now mulling it. 
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KIRO, Seattle, Sues Tacoma C. at (. | 


—— _ ————— ——— 


Meantime FCC Rebukes Latter for saiiatabe 
Has Perfect Right to Prefer KIRO Over KVI 


Washington, Aug. 13 
{f the Columbia Broadcasting Sys- 
tem prefers KIRO, Seattle, to KVI, 


submission of evidence to indicate 
that the granting of increased power 
would be contrary to the public in- 


erest, convenience or necessity.’ 
Tacoma, as’ an outlet for its pro- When KVI filed a petition fer re- 
grams, there is nothing that the Fed-/| hearing, ‘its only argument was 
eral Communications Commission | Passed on the prospect of losing its | 


ean do about it. In a letter to T. A. ! 


Stevenson, manager of the Tacoma 
Chamber cf Commerce, Acting Com- 
mish Chairman T. A. M. Craven last 
week declared that the FCC has no) 
jurisdiction over the matter, if CBS 
finds that KIRO—with its newly-| 
acquired power of 10,000 watts is a! 
better medium for the broadcasting | 
of its programs. 

Craven declared tha‘ legal ques- | 
tions involved the grant of additional | 
power to KIRO—which KVI already | 
has appealed—‘will be passed upon | 
by the courts.’ Nothing, however, 
can be done about asserted injustice 
to KVI by the Commish—unless evi- 
dence can be presented showing that 
past or present conduct on the part 0 . 
of KIRO is such that it should be | “onset Signals, 
deleted from the air. Final settlement of the squabble | 

Craven rebuked the Chamber of between KIRO and KVI rests with 
Commerce official for his wails CBS, Craven indicated. 
against the granting of KIRO’s ap- ‘Under the existing law, the Co- 
plicaticn for a boost to 10 kw. |lumbia Broadcasting System is en- 

‘Your opening statement suggests tirely free to determine which sta- 
that the Commission should not have tions shall carry its own network 
authorized Station KIRO without | programs,’ he wrote. ‘In this con- 
benefit of hearing,’ Craven wrote. I | nection, it should be recalled that 
would like to explain that the Com- |! even prior to the filing of this appli- 
mission does not held ‘earings in! cation, Station KIRO was already 
cases where there is no protest or | affiliated with CBS as was stated by 


oy -, 


petition was ‘properly denied,’ he 
said, under the rule laid down by 
the U. S. Supreme Court in the San- 
ders case, which ‘eliminates the con- 
sideration of adverse effects which 
may result te an existing station 
through competition from an appli- 
cant station.’ 


Stevenson was reminded by the 


filed an application for a boost from | 
1 to 5 kw, shortly after KIRO'’s ap- | 
plication was received. This appli- 
Craven and 


hearing, pointed out, 


serve Tacorma with substantially 


as a result. 
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14 weeM CONTRACTS 

SIGNED IN FOUR WEEKS, 
NOW 9672 OF ALL 
LOCAL BUSINESS ON 
RENEWAL BASIS— 
66% FoR'52 weeks” 


OS ee ee ee eee 


ADVERTISER 


€ AND WHAT Odirrtiotre Do FOR 
A STATION INDICATES sige er a 


’ CALL US OR, IN NEW YoRK 
$ \ t DETROIT, ST LOUIS 
/ CHARLOTTE N.C. 
LOS ANGELES o& SAN FRANCISCO, § 
CALL RANDIO SALES / 





50,000 WATTS 
CHICAGO 

> x x ¥¥X: 

r OWNED AND OPERATED 


BY THE COLUMBIA 
BROADCASTING SYSTEM 





| Columbia Broadcasting System con- | 
tract to KIRO,” Craven charged. The 


acting chief of the FCC that KVI) 


cation also was granted withcut a} 


both stations have been enabled to} 


| Parents and Teachers and Jack Mc- 
| Grew of Houston. 


| College for 
| the North Texas State Teachers Col- 


Hint 


Luckies’ 


Opening announcement on 
Lucky Strike ‘Hit Parade’ pro- 
gram over CBS last Saturday 
night (10) for the first time in- 
cluded the statement that the 
program offers: 

The 10 leading hit tunes ‘avail- 
able for radio.’ 








KVI in its petiticn for rehearing, and 
was even then serving the Tacoma 
area with Columbia programs.’ 

Regardless of which station CBS 
chooses for an outlet, 
tening public will continue to re- 
ceive programs, and with stronger 
intensity than heretofore,’ Craven 
told Stevensen. 


KIRO Files 


Tacoma, Aug. 13. 
| Bitter dispute between KVI, Ta- 
coma, and KIRO, Seattle, seems 
headed for the courts. 
station has served a $100,000 libel 
suit upon T. A. Stevenson, secretary- 
| manager of the Tacoma Chamber of 
/'Commerce, and 26 members of the 
|board of directors for statements 


stations appearing in Tacoma Prog- 
ress, a Chamber publication, and 
|also a letter from Manager 
}son to Chairman 
FCC. 


| KVI is on notice that it will no | British East Africa 


longer be northwest outlet for Co- 
lumbia Broadcasting System 
gram after KIRO goes to 
watts. 


Chamber is. attributed to re- 
marks in the pamphlet in which the 
loss of CBS service to Tacoma was 
protested by Stevenson and in which 
he attributed the Seattle station’s 
growth to ‘The political management 
of Sol Hass, colector of customs 
for the Washington district and in- 
fluence of Senator Homer T. Bone.’ 

Manager Stevenson and Tacoma’s 
Mayor Harry P. Cain are in Wash- 
ington, D. C., to protest the Seattle 
station’s increased wattage. They are 
to appear 
for ‘investigation of station.’ 

This action recalls a case of two 
years ago by KOL against Senator 
Homer T. Bone, Collector — and 
others. This action was later dis- 
missed on the annanad sation. 


KMBC AND WRC 
DUE TO ASK 
o0 KW. 











KMBC, Kansas City; WRC, Wash- 
| ington, and KFWB, Los Angeles, 
joint occupants of the 950-kilocycle 
band, may apply soon to the Federal 
Communications Commission for 
permission to go 50,000 watts. All 
three outlets are now licensed for 
5,000 watts 
Discussions on 
been held among 
and Los Angeles outlets and NBC, 
which .q2rates WRC, but the date 
for taking preliminary has been set 
. — ——— - ( 


the subject have 
the Kansas City 





Texas Radio Educators 


Austin, Tex., Aug. 13 
In a conference at the University 
of Texas, Leonard Power, 
director of the 
tion told the 


commission gathering 


that now and then broadcasting by | 
| community service organizations de- | 
feated its own purpose. Civic lead- 


ers and teachers meeting to consider | 
broadcasting were told | 
1 program ran | 
over a | 


problems of 
by Power that unless 
| continuously at a given time 
period of at least a yeat 
impossible to build a 
| listening audience. 
Conference discussions leaders in- 
cluded Frances Scarborough, of sta- 
tion KTSA, San Antonio; J, Marble 
Clark and Merle McMurry of Aus- 
tin: Mrs. J. C. Vanderwoude,,- radio 
chairmen for the Texas Congress of 


it is almost 
satisfactory 


Technical problems were discussed 
by Emory Horger of the Texas State 
Women, Epsie Young of 


lege; John Rosser, radio director of 
Texas A & M College; S. B. Kovacs 
of Baylor University and A. L. Chap- 
man, J. Howard Lumpkin and Mrs, 
Elithe Hamilton Beal of the Univer- 





sity of Texas 


The complaint served on the local | 


before the FCC to plead | 





Inside Stuf—Radio 





Super-power question is getting warm again in the wake of trade 203sip 
that WLW, Cincinnati, is about to request another 500 kw permit on the 
ground that such operation will promote ‘national defense’. Theory is 
that ties with Latin America could be tightened if the Cincinnati trans. 
mitter’s programs were available beyond the Rio Grande. 

Attention was directed to the question recently by Senator Burton x 


| Wheeler, sponsor of the resolution by which the Senate two years ago 


declared it does not approve use of power above 50 kw. In questioning 
Commissioner Thad H. Brown about FCC practices, the Montana Dem. 


| crat showed displeasure at rumors the Crosley crowd may try to get back 


*Tacoma’s lis- | 


| 


The Seattle | 


concerning the dispute between the | 


Steven- | 
James Fly of the | 


| 





| 
| 
| 
| 


its 500,000 wattage 

But there are apparently well-founded reports that some feelers wera 
sent out. Most persistent story has Crosley legmen trying to convince the 
State Department that our international policy would be promoted if WLw 
programs could be picked up over a wider area. They supposedly are 
trying to sell the diplomats, in the hope that the State Department wit; 
proposition the White House about commanding the commish “to 
| down from its 1938-39 stand. 

If such a desire is in the mind of the WLW owners, their Washington 
representatives profess ignorance. Without going so far as to say thera 
is no basis for the yarn, the two new Crosley front men—former FCC 
General Counsel William J. Dempsey and former Assistant General Coun- 
sel William L. Koplowitz—indicate they are in the dark. They suggest 
the story is without any foundation since it would be logical for the Cin. 
cinnati group to ask them to find out if the wind is still blowing in the 
same direction before going out on any limb. This, they maintain, has not 
been done. 


back 


Talbot Mundy, 61, lived through all sorts of real life adventures in 
Africa and other remote parts of the world and ended up as the writer 
of the radio serial, ‘Jack Armstrong, the All-American’ boy, died in his 
sleep at Bradenton Beach, Fla. Aug. 5. 

Born in London his picturesque adventures in Portuguese, German and 
provided him with material for scores of novels, many 


_ of them big sellers and several of them made into motion pictures. 
pro- | 
10,000 | Knox Reeves agency 


Some three or four years ago he began turning out radio scripts for the 
, Minneapolis, on behalf of General Mills. 





Walter O’Keefe2 is working on Willkie campaign radio staff. Humerist 
goes to Elwood, Ind., to arrange human-interest airings to go on networks 
in advance of Republican candidate's formal notification speech. After 
that O’Keefe will ditto for McNary notification in northwest. 

Also employed on GOP air board is Roger B. Doulens, former radig 
press agent who's been radio aide to Gov. Raymond E. Baldwin of Con- 


necticut. Doulens will spot Republican programs through large eastern 
territory. 





Anything for a gag, so Jim Backus, who's on the ‘Big Sister’ 
what he thought was a funny postcard from Asbury Park, N. J., to a friend 
last week. It was accompanied on arrival by a G-man. Card, to Richard 
Midgely, of the cast of ‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye,’ at the Windsor theatre ia 
the Bronx, read: 

‘Dear Gaulteier 
camera, 


show. sent 


(district leader): Spending a few days here 


with my 
Coastline ideal for small landing parties. Get it? Jim.’ 


Fran Striker, author of WXYZ's ‘Lone Ranger’ programs, currently is 
penning a book on the western hero, strictly for adults, at request of G. P 
Putnam, tagged ‘The Lone Ranger Rides.’ Due to reach bookstands around 
| first of year. 

Striker has written several books for kids, 


anent the Ranger, 
| & Dunlap during the past two years. 


for Grossett 


Clerk who departed abruptly from a broadcasting organization when he 
heard the boss had resigned was two jumps ahead of the auditors. It ap- 
pears the clerk had failed to turn in luncheon money for which the boss 
had habitually dunned his colleagues in the organization. It amounted to 
quite a bit when added up over months. 


Sidelight on N.A.B. conventions: Bill for San Francisco cocktail party 
| tossed by CBS to wind up festivities at conclave was $1,000. Some 5” 
guests attended. 





| Hear Leonard Power 


research | 
Federal radio educa- | 
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MUTUAL TIES UP SERIES 


WM PRECIPITATE 
DLITIGAL foal 


Washington Awaits Possible 
Repercussions in Political 
Circles as One Network 
‘Alone (Gillette Spon- 
sorship) Has Rights to) 
Gala Week of National 


Sport 





——_—— 


MONOPOLY? 





Washington, Aug. 13. 

Both trade and political circles are 
waiting with bated breaths for re- 
percussions to Mutual's announce- 
ment that for the second successive 
season rights to air the world series 
baseball games have been tied up 
exclusive contract, with 
Gillette Razor sponsoring the pitch 
by pitch accounts. 

Interest has been heightened by 
the critical comments about last 
year’s situation contained in the 
chain-monopoly committee report. 
Trio of probers condemned MBS for 
depriving the public service, through 
refusal to grant rival outlets an op- 

rtunity to join the web. Nothing 
| eed been done, though the other 
chains last year fussed and did their 
best behind-scenes to get the FCC to 
step in and give Mutual the wood- 
shed treatment. 

Whether the games will be offered 
to other stations and whether CBS 





and NBC, as last year, will wave a 
club in the direction of any affiliate 





er with Mutual, intrigues local | 
watchers. Admittedly, a legal rum- 
pus would occur if the Commish 
tried to compel Mutual to loosen up 
or to punish the other chains for not 
releasing their affiliates. 
way the regulators have looked down 


the nose at the industry in the past | 
year provides basis for being alert | 


to the possibility that some official 
heat will be turned on. 
Of Real Importance 


With the chain-monopoly report | 


hanging over the industry’s head, the 
proposition is of much greater im- 
portance than it was a year ago. If 
there are many squawks — from 
listeners or from stations—about Mu- 
tual’s exclusive arrangement, regu- 
latory faction feeling exclusivity 
should be banned in the ‘public in- 
terest’ will be in a stronger position. 
So far, there have been no bleats, 
but there is plenty of time. 


There is no indication at this end | 


that such will be the practice, but 
suggestions have been thrown out 
that MBS would be smart if it offers 


to let CBS and NBC carry the games | 


at regular card rates, with the credit 
line reserved for Mutual. It’s not 
expected the rivals would go for 
such an arrangement, but at least by 
making an overture Mutual would 
head off complaints it is trying to 
monopolize a program of widespread 
interest in a way that may deny | 
many listeners a chance to hear the 
descriptions. ' 

The matter of Federal interference 
with the Mutual arrangements prob- 
ably will be chewed over by the 
regulators afier the vacation season. 
Though not on any agenda, the pub- 
lic welfare issue as spotlighted by 
the chain-monopoly committee’s dis- 


cussion of what happened last Oc- | 


tober is bound to be brought up. 





Des Moines.—Boris Radoff is now 
a member of Buddy Webster's | 
Borderland Buckaroos at WHO, Des 
Moines, Iowa. 


But the | 





MECHANIZATION MENACE 


| 
| WCCO Mobile Unit Upsets 
| 





the 
Farmers’ Bovines 





Minneapolis, Aug. 13. 
| Livestock in the rural sections are 
getting their first taste of radio 
broadcasting as station WCCO (CBS) 
sends its new mobile unit out into 
the country. And farmers. are 
| complaining that the loudspeakers, 
turned on full blast, are frightening 
cows so much that, in some in- 
instances, milk yields have been re- 
duced. 

Truck not only broadcasts current 
| radio programs, but also has a p.a. 
| system and equipment to make 
| transcriptions, It was used effectively 
here to help direct parade traffic 
| during: the Aquatennial celebration 
| and it’s now visiting county fairs 
| where the WCCO aartists’ bureau is 
staging shows. 





Costly Local Musicale 
Shifts to WJR, Detroit, 
As Tums Preempts WXYZ 


| Detroit, Aug. 13. 
Stroh Brewery’s local half-hour 
musical show, highlighting Gus 
Haenschen and a 36-piece string or- 
chestra, moved last week from 
WXYZ to WJR after 13 weeks on 
King-Trendle station. Change was 
forced by shift of Tums ‘Pot-o-Gold’ 
program to NBC-Blue, and hence 
WXYZ, in same spot formerly oc- 
cupied by Stroh show. 

New contract with WJR calls for 
39 weeks and show will again com- 
jprise Thomas L. Thomas and Mar- 








igaret Daum, soloists, who, like 
| Haenschen, make weekly trips from 
New York for program, It'll con- 


|tinue to emanate from Consistory 
| chapel of Masonic Temple here be- 
fore live aduience, 


Local Baseball on Web Stations 
A Dilemma For Columbia In 1941 





Question of baseball 
next season on Columbia affiliates 
has already come up and discussions 
are being held. The afternoon time 





WSB VOX POPS 
EM ON FARM 


-——— 


Atlanta, Aug. 13. 
Bynum (Bill) Prance, WSB’s farm 
director, is bringing his stories of | 
the Georgia farmer to the early 
morning listeners by way of the 
transcription route. Prance found | 


that when the rural folk got in front 
of a studio mike they tightened up, 
so he now takes his recording ap- 
paratus to the orchards, cottonfields 
and back of barns and interview. 
his subjects, and with much better 
results. 

Prance has the 5:30 to 6:15 a.m. 
period for his program which in ad- 
dition to these interviews consists of 
music, news, farm info and talks by 
state or federal agricultural experts. 
He’s the m.c. 





Arthur Simon, WPEN Philadelphia 
general manager, in canoe Sunday | 
with wife, was rammed by a speed- 
| ing motor boat. Cut craft in two. 


All they got was a wetting. 





broadcasts | 


in 1941 is reported likely to be sold | 


to national advertisers. Some of 
| the time has already been tentatively 
'okayed, although network officials 
'assert that no actual deals are set. 


Attitude of the affiliates toward 
,;any network business that might 
|force the local baseball broadcasts 
|off the air is uncertain. Their rights 
in the matter would depend on in- 
| dividual contracts with the network. 
‘However, even the managed and 
operated stations would probably 
not be forced to relinquish the base- 
| ball games if they insisted, accord- 
ne to CBS execs. 





Columbia's attitude as a network 
|is dissatisfaction with the idea of 
| having to hold open afternoon time 
year around for sponsors of base- 
| ball games to use from April to Oc- 
| tober. Moreover, there’s always the 
| Possibility that, after holding open 
| the afternoon hours over the winter, 
rights to the games might not be 
obtainable or sponsors interested in 
the spring. 

However, a number of the affili- 
ates are believed to be strongly op- 
posed to relinquishing games and 
web is apparently reluctant to be 
forced into making a final decision 
on the matter at this time and is 
trying to feel out various proposi- 
tions. WABC, the network’s New 
York outlet, carries the Yankee and 
Giants home games for Camel ciga- 
rets. If baseball is dropped for next 
year, it’s figured NBC may try to 
grab them for its blue hookup 
| (WJZ). However, WOR, which now 
| has the Brooklyn Dodgers games for 
| Wheaties and Ivory soap, might want 
| to switch, 








—— | 
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KNX 


LOS ANGELES 






50,000 WATTS 






With the largest habitual audience in 
the West, RNX extends its primary night- 
time coverage over seven million people 





in 272 counties in eleven Western states. 
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From the Production Centres 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Zita Johann added to ‘Mr. Keen, Tracer of Lost Persons’ cast... .Flor- 
ence Lake has left same show for Catalina Island visit with her brother, 
film actor Arthur Lake....Kay Brinker joined ‘Our Gal Sunday’ cast.... 
Ray Collins went to the Coast last week for about a week’s work in the 
Ors6n Welles picture, ‘Citizen Kane’. Everett Sloane follows in a 
few days for a part in the same film....Roman Totenberg. Ralph 
Hersh. Fima Fidelman and Francis Tonhazy, members of the WQXR in- 
strumental group, appearing In a over the station at noon 
Sundays during August....Ray Katz, of WHN program department, and 
Arthur Weill, of the accounting department, vacationing....Al Grobe tak- 
ing over noon news session over WINS while B. S. Bercovici is away for 
a rest....W. C. Alcorn, general manager of WBNX, on month’s trip to the 


sole series 


Coast Sue Royal, of the same station's production department, vaca- 
_tioning at Ferndale, N. Y.....Walter Holmes, announcer, and Harold 
Miller, technician of WBNX, back from tour of the south. 


‘Legion of Safety,’ discs with Allen Prescott as ‘The Back-Seat Driver,’ 
Jerry Sears’ orchestra and soprano Llewellyn Noss, presented under the 
auspices of American Legion in cooperation with Automotive Safety Foun- 
dation, are being turntabled one night weekly via WGY, Schenectady, and 
elsewhere. .Engagement announced of Ulla Marianne Brodd, of Stockholm, 
Sweden, to Herbert Osgood Fox, son of President and Mrs. Dixon Ryan 
Fox of Union College, Schenectady, and an employe of Columbia Concerts 
Corp CBS’ Dr. Frank Stanton flabbergasted by discovering man of same 
name is one of the honored dead of ASCAP....Stanton went to N. A. B. 
convention with Mrs. S along....she finally agreed to fly. 


William Saroyan’s radio play ‘A Special Announcement,’ to be published 
by House of Books....it was aired on WHN’s ‘Tonight's Best Story’ series 
week ago (Tuesday)...during Alton Cook's vacation, Maxine Cook ‘no 
relation) is doing the World-Telegram radio column, but sans by-line.... 
Max Wylie, CBS script ed, spending month at Lake George....Karl Swen- 
son, of ‘Our Gal Sunday,’ written out for week's vacation....Boyd Craw- 
ford dittoing from ‘Amanda of Honeymoon Hill’ beginning Monday (12) 

Florence Robinson added to ‘Betty and Bob’ and Peggy O'Donnell on 
same show, replacing Mary Mason, who's visiting her family in Hollywood 
....Milt Hill of WHK, Cleveland, seeing New York for first time....Les 
Gottlieb of Mutual his guide....KWOS, Jefferson City and WSGN, Birm- 
ingham, newcomers to Mutual membership. 


John McMillin, Compton agency radio director, vacationing in New 
Hampshire....&dward MacHugh, the ‘Gospel Singer,’ starts next week to 
record a new batch of his P. & G. waxed series....Raymond Jones, of the 
Compton radio department, to Nantucket for several weeks....Sandra 
Michael recuperating at her Silvermine (Conn.) home from an appen- 
dectomy....during Quincy Howe's vacation his news-comment series 
over WQXR will be handled by Gustav Richter, Austrian refugee: Leo 
M. Cherne, author of ‘M Day,’ and Harry Scherman, economics expert. 


The George Zacharys (Marian Shockley) have joined the radio flotilla 
of Long Island yachters....Carol Irwin, Young & Rubicam daytime radio 
head, who returned last week from the Coast, planed to Boothbay Harbor. 
Me., over the weekend....Tonight’s (Wednesday) ‘Manhattan at Midnight’ 
edition was scripted by Richard Dana....Arthur Hale, weekending in 
Bucks county (Pa.), was flown back and forth to New York three times 
by private plane for his news broadcasts....Dolly Dawn added to Morey 
Amsterdam's ‘Laugh and Swing Club’....Jimmy Scribner's ‘Johnson Fam- 
ily’ off the air until fall. 


Ronnie Goldenberg, WNEW auditor, will be married Sunday (18) to 
Laura Whitehorn...Cliff Corbett, Bill Reilly and Maria Little, of WNEW 


staff, all off for vacationing, and Ruth Frank, of same station, back at the 
grind...Walter Gross, pianist on ‘Hit Parade,’ ‘Crime Doctor’ and ‘Ray 
Block Presents,’ is now batoning ‘Summer Cruise,’ with Buddy Clarke and 
‘Accent on Music’...Dr. I. Q. will have a ‘preview’ showing of his program 
Friday night (16) from Madison Square Garden...moves his broadcasts to 
the Capitol theatre stage Monday (19)...Jerry Danzig, WOR drum-beater, 
9.0.ing Hollywood. 

New band remotes over WOR, New York, include Larry Clinton from 
Manhattan Beach, N. Y., beginning Aug. 25; Joe Venuti replacing Cab Cal- 
loway from Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J., and Xaviar Cugat, from the 
Waldorf-Asteria, N. Y., beginning this week. 

Maj. Leonard Nason, Mutuai’s military dopester, will cover and partici- 
pate in the army maneuvers at Plattsburg next week as a reserve corps 
major of cavalry....Gabriel Heatter’s Wednesday and Friday news shots 
over WOR-Mutual add six more stations....Edward Padula, formerly a 
television program director for NBC, staged ‘No Time for Comedy,’ with 
Francts Lederer, at Saratoga .Virginia Godfrey, daughter of the late 
Sam Godfrey, and a member of the Spa theatre company at Saratoga, 
broadcast from Albany last week. 


Alfred J. McCosker, WOR prez, visiting Rudy Vallee in Maine, then 
continues his vacation at Murray Bay....Selena Royle, the radio actress, 
has scripted a legit play, ‘Era’s End’....she’s the daughter of Edwin Milton 
Royle, who wrote ‘Squaw Man’ and other plays....Ida Bailey Allen's 
home economics series returns to WMCA beginning Aug. 26 Mrs. Jerry 


Lawrence, 
east 


wife of the producer-announcer of Mutual’s 


‘Vagabond Trail’ 
a month’s stay on the Coast. 


after 


IN HOLLYWOOD . . 


Robert Moss bowed off NBC’s production staff to become night pro- 
gram supervisor. He succeeds Marvin Young, who steps down to write 
and produce for the net....Lewis Allen Weiss and Fox Case have been 
appointed to the California committee on defense....Buddy Twist moves 
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in on the Sperry newscast over NBC while Sam Hayes grabs off a two- 
week vacash.... Deanna Durbin will be the first guest star when Chase 
& Sanborn resumes its airer Sept. 1....Harry Lubcke, Don Lee net's tele- 
vision head, is in N. Y. for the FCC-visio huddles....Edgar Bergen finally 
brought his new plane into port....Bob Hope is golfing at Del Monte.... 
Jim and Marian Jordan (Fibber McGee and Molly) are in town after a 
six-week siesta in Kansas City....Tracy Moore becomes western division 
sales manager for NBC blue, while Syd Dixon, Division sales chief, con- 
centrates on red deals....Al Span, CBS sound effects director, is east for 
home office confabs....Joe Bigelow takes over the Kraft Music Hall 
scripting chore while Carroll Carroll treks eastward to recuperate from 
his recent illness....Bill Wright, who has been Zeb to Al Pearce’s Eb, 
makes his screen debut in Columbia's ‘Blondie Plays Cupid’ after 12 years 
in radio....Bob Crosby launches his Camel broadcasts from NBC studio 
here Aug. 15. He opens a four-week stand at Catalina Aug. 11....Arch 
Oboler has completed his Metro writing stint and started work on his fall 
radio series for Procter & Gamble, which gets under way Oct. 4 under the 
tag, ‘Everyman’s Theatre’ Vicks Chemical’s new thrice-weekly quarter- 
hour variety show gets the signal Sept. 30 over NBC's red although make- 


up of the program has not yet been decided....Arthur Church, head of | 


Midland Broadcasting Co., operating Kansas City’s KMBC, dropped into 
Hollywood to install Bob Braun as the outfit’s Coast rep. Braun resigned 
as radio department chief for the Edington-Vincent agency, which is farm- 
ing its kilocycle talent to Nat Wolff on a split-commission basis. 

Frances Langford, Kenny Baker, David Broekman and his orchestra and 
the balance of the current Texaco air setup has been signed on a five-week 
extension, holding over until Fred Allen moves in Oct. 2...Lloyd Brown- 
field, ex-Jimmie Fidler news rustler, has been added to Hal Roark’s CB 
publicity staff...Chet Lauck and Don Ameche have split up as racing 
stable partners, with Lauck taking over the breeding stock and ranch and 
Ameche claiming the running nags. Lauck is now at Saratoga to line up 
added stock, after which he heads for New York for radio huddles... 
Fibber McGee and Molly off for Frisco in their new trailer...Harvey 
Helms, Al Pearce writer, has been discharged from Good Samaritan after 
recovering from flu...Bill Moore, Coast program supervisor fer William 
Esty shows, pulls out for New York Friday (16) for a month in the home 
office...Helen Phillips and Bernie Dougall, latter from N. Y., take ever 
here during his absence...Prexy Forrest Barnes, Radio Writers Guild, is 
on his Idaho farm for some fishing...Everett Sloane arrived from Manhat- 
tan to make his screen debut via Orson Welles’ ‘Citizen Kane.’...Cecil B. 
DeMille and Louis Silvers have inked new Lux deals...already set b 
DeMille for the next season, which gets the signal Sept. 9, are Laurence 
Olivier and Edna Best in ‘Goedbye Mr. Chips,’ Claudette Colbert and Cary 
Grant in ‘The Awful Truth,’ Barbara Stanwyck end Brian Aherne in 
‘Wuthering Heights,’ Bette Davis and Spencer Tracy in ‘Dark Victory,’ and 
Charles Laughton and Elsa Lanchester in ‘Sidewalks of London’... film- 
dom’s double feature controversy gets a coast-to-coast airing over CBS 
Aug. 24, when Samuel Goldwyn, Darryl Zanuck, I. E. Chadwick, Trem 
Carr, Prof, F. P. Woellner (UCLA) and Mrs. Leo B. Hedges (P-TA) ad lib 
their views via the People’s Platform. 

Arch Oboler has turned out a book of 15 radio plays, out of his experi- 
ence as a producer-writer for the air waves, to be published by Random 
House, Oct. 4. Volume carries a foreword by Lewis Titterton, chief of 
the NBC script staff in New York. Oboler leaves Hollywood today (Wed.) 
for an Idaho vacation after winding up a scripting job for Metro. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Donald McGiveny gets a six-a-week news schedule on WBBM at 8:15 
a.m...Muriel Bremner added to ‘Road of Life,” Dorothy Francis to ‘Scatter- 
200d Baines’,..Lee Childs into the loop State-Lake...Den McNeill, Jack 
Baker, Nancy Martin, Evelyn Lynne, Escorts and Betty, Dinning Sisters of 
the Breakfast Club show to Lakeside Park in Dayton for a quick weekend 
date on Aug. 23 Phillips Holmes doubling from the ‘Wings fer America’ 
show on WGN-Mutual to a military training course at nearby Fort Sheri- 
dan... 


John Hess joins WGN continuity gang to scribe for the Bill Bacher 
productions....Added to ‘Romance of Helen Trent’ are Chris Ford, Doro- 
thy Day, Howard Hoffman and Frank Behrens Cliff Carl joins cast of 
‘Scattergood Baines’....Don Pedro on WGN for 10th year for Evans Fur 
firm....Jeanne Juvelier and Henry Hunter added to ‘Midstream,’ Kathryn 
Card, Hugh Rowlands and Laurette Fillbrandt te ‘Lone Journey,’ Ray 
Largay and Bill Rose to ‘Ma Perkins’. Alma Dubus and Bob Dryenforth 
to ‘Woman in White’....Kirsten Flagstad in town for some concert dates. 

Roy C. Witmer, NBC v.p., and Ken Dyke, advertising and sales promo- 
tion manager, in from N. Y. for a couple days....Ken Ellington, former 
WBBM ‘Roving Reporter,’ back to that job again after three months in 
Hollywood and six in New England for Wrigley airers....Stuart Dawson, 
WBBM-CBS assistant program director, in Springfield to cover State Fair. | 

Jess Pugh, title role player in ‘Scattergood Baines,’ has petitioned Rush | 
County court to change his name to Scattergood Baines....A. Craig Smith, 
advertising manager for Gillette razors, and Searle Hendee, of Maxon ad 
agency, in Chicago to arrange Mutual airing of World Series....Don Pedro 
back on WGN, this session marking his seventh year on station....Mac 
30b, and Red Foley picked as favorite radio entertainers at picnic of 
Chicago chapter of National Grandmothers Club. 


and 


IN SAN FRANCISCO... 

NBC staffers always get thrill of pride when they pass Telenews theatre 
and see ‘KGO’s Information, Please’ billed on marquee....outlet recently 
got similar billing at Golden Gate....Frank Denke, NBC staff pianist, has 
whacked out a concerto....takes 15 minutes to play and had its preem on 


KPO’s ‘Musical Heritage’ Sunday (11) next performance, Cincinnati 
Symphony, Dec. 12 CBS delegates to N.A.B. meet are taking round- 
about way home....left Frisco Friday (9) for the south via Yosemite, 
arriving Los Angeles Tuesday (13)....party included Arthur Kayes, J. 


Kelly Smith and Howard Meighan of Radio Sales, N. Y.; Merle Jones, 
KMOX, St. Louis; A. E. Joscelyn, WBT, Charlotte; Harold Fellows, WEEI, 
Boston; Kingsley Horton, same station; Arthur Kemp and Henry Jackson 
of Coast sales staff....K ROW looking for a boy announcer....lad will be 
used on a youth program and will be selected from winners in man-on- 
street quizzer....age limit, 8 to 16 .Same station has found a new place 
to run a line—a bread factory....Kathleen Jensen airs cookery dope direct 
from Remar Baking company plant six days a week....John B. Hughes 
moves fast on occasion ate at INS luncheon for NAB last week, dashed 
icross town to do news broadcast on CBS and got back in time to appear 
on entertainment portion of party. 


Dean Maddox 


Names Amateurs 


Who Made Good 


| 


San Francisco, Aug. 13. 

To celebrate five years of running 
an amateur show, Dean Maddox of 
KFRC undertook Saturday night to 
demonstrate in 3,000-seat War Me. 
morial Opera house that many of his 
amateurs are earning folding money 
today. Maddox (known on air ag 
‘Budda’ rounded up flock of talent 
which got its initial break on his 
show, aired 8 to 9 p.m. weekly un- 
der sponsorship of Marin-Del] 
Dairies (which renewed for sixth 
year this week). 

George and Will Newcomb, aged 
17 and 18, working musical] saw, 
broom-stick fiddle and musical bot. 
tles, were credited with a gross in- 
take of $6,800 since debuting as ams 
four years ago. 

Two discoveries dashed over from 
Treasure Island between shows at 
Aquacade, police escort and every- 
thing, to do their stuff. One, Marie 
Montell, a 16-year-old tapper, 


was 
aired two months ago. The other, 
John Collins, bass baritone, is a 


member of the Fred Waring glee 
| club, who assertedly got his telitale 
|break on an early edition of the 
| take-a-chance hour, becoming staff 
| baritone at KFRC for a time and 
later singing in opera. 
| Maddox told audience that young- 
| ster who first confronted mike less 
|than three years ago, 20-year old 
Frank Arthur was sportscasting suc- 
cessfully and had earned $5,000 in 
the interim. He aired St. Marys- 
Fordham game from New York. 
| Ruth Peterson who did recitation 
two years ago was described as an 
| MGM starlet who also plays ‘Linda’ 
in Hawthorn House on NBC. 

Beatrice Laidlow, known as 
Tszgania and Her Gypsy Violin, is 
booked for the Rainbow Room, New 
York, with a Chicago booking en 
route. 

Closer in Maddox discoveries’ rally 
was Louise Randall, torch singer 


| who jumped from KFRC tryout into 


niteries. Sang originals by Howard 
Eastwood, staff pianist for the Mad- 
dox show. 

Following broadcast portion, Mad- 
dox recalled his own days in vaude 
when he and Jack Kirkwood of 
KFRC Breakfast Club had an act to- 


gether. Team went into old-time 
patter and laid radio fans in the 
aisles, 


Swayze Joins KMBC 


Kansas City, Aug. 13 
John Cameron Swayze, newscaster, 
columnist and Journal reporter, joins 
the staff of KMBC as newscaster 
effective Aug. 25. Swayze joins up 
to handle increasing news commer- 


cials, a daily 10-minute stint for 
National Biscuit and six Sunday 
newscasts for Mid-Continent Petro- 


leum Co. (DX gas and oils) as open- 
ing assignments. 

This brings station news staff to 
four with Erle Smith, chief, handling 
broadcasts for Bond Clothes and for 
Pard Dog Food (Swift & Co.), while 
John Farmer the B C Head- 
ache Powder and Ideal Dog Food 
(Wilson & Co.) turns and the 
taining early morning news. Har Id 
Addington, of the Transradio bureau, 
works as member of KMBC 


takes 


SUS- 


also 
staff. 

New connection marks return of 
Swayze to station on which he made 
his debut in 1931. Since then as 
member of the Journal staff he 
handled at various radio, 
drama, films and a personal column. 


times 
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More U.S. Internationals Wh ni eit 


Washington, Aug. 13, 
Chest-expansion for United States 
international broadcast stations con- 
tinued last week with five additional 
transmitters upped to 50 kw. by the 
Federal Communications 


sion, 











Commis- 


\ 


Bringing to nine the number that 
have reached the maximum power 
which the Commish deems necessary 
for ‘satisfactory international serv- | 
ice” NBC’s stations, WRCA and) 
WNBI, at Bound Brook, N. J., Co- | ete _ 
lumbia’s WCBK, Wayne, N. J., and | ae 
General Electric’s WGEA, at Schen- | ‘ 
ectady, and KGEI, San Francisco, | 
joined the parade, | 
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STAL 


GLEAR CHANNELS 
DIVIDES FC 


Time Grows Short for Action 
in Harmony With Havana 
Treaty Now Ratified by 
Canada, Cuba and Mexico 
—Fly Promises Action But 
Washington Fears Schism 


RIVAL CONCEPTS 


Washington, Aug. 13. 


Conflicting ideas about the value 


of this country’s clear channel! policy 


jeopardize the North American 
agreement, long desired insurance 
against Mexican’ border stations 
muscling in on U. S. frequencies, 


With only six weéks to go, the FCC 


has made nothing but the most ele- 
mentary moves toward throwing 
the switch that will start the re- 
shuffling machinery whirring. And 
before any final move is made, a 
fight must take place, according to 
all signs. Unless this country by 
Sept. 29 notifies Canada, Cuba, and 


those fine ideas 
squabbles 


as another of 
ending international 
of no material value to U. S. 
easters harassed by 
truders. 


Word 


but 
broad- 
foreign in- 
from San Francisco that 
ymised 


Chairman James L. Fly pr« 

requisite preliminaries will be over 
in time, received here last week, 
occasioned general surprise. For the 
industry watchers have been per- 


plexed at the Commission’s what's- 








the-hurry 





attitude for several 
months, 


Under terms of the Havana con- 


cord, each signatory must notify-the 
other six 


months before the effec- 
tive date how he will use the stripes 
tagged for his exclusive use. In- 
asmuch as Mexico's delayed ratifica- 
tion became formal on March 239, 
the deadline the end of 
month, 
turned in a catalog of the Class I A 
and other ribbons by that time, 
everything’s off. 

Fundamental differences about the 
best way of promoting U. 


is next 


So, if this country has not | 


S. A. | 


public welfare appear to explain the | 


time-wasting. It 
the clear channels. 
this country keeps 25 of the 40 on 


comes down to 


Under the pact, | 


which a single transmitter is li- } 
censed to function after dusk. One|} 


wing of the regulatory body thinks | 


policy is ‘monopolistic’. and that 
these deluxe frequencies ought to 





Dallas-Ft. Worth 
Deal Pending: 


Carter Sells 507%, 


Dallas, Aug. 13. 
Dallas News, which owns and op- 


| 
j 
| 
| 
| 
| 


, erates WFAA, has obtained permis- | 
Mexico, the other three signatories, | 
of intentions, the pact will wind up | 


for | 


»owner of WBAP, Fort 











® The 
CKAC selling power is the 


indication of 


best 


number of sponsors it has 
and holds. 


five Montreal stations rank 


Here’s how the 


as to the percentage of time 
sold. * 


CKAC . . 68.06% 





Station » » 42.46% 

Station “B” 23.02% 

Station “C” .. - « 20.04% 

Station “D” Se ee a ee 15.67% 

*Week of March 3 AY Cg f t« p.a 
o 

“Only One of lis Kind tn America” 








MONTREAL 
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Canada’s Busiest Station” 
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| teners are offered $3 


sion from the 
tions Commission to buy a half in- 
terest in KGKO, Fort Worth, 
$250,000. 
the Fort Worth Star-Telegram and 
Worth, is 
ng the selling. He will retain 
other 50% in KGKO for himself. 

Deal will give the Dallas News all 


day r fi 


do- 
the 


and night air facilities. Its 
WFAA shares tim 570 k.c. with 
Carter’s WBAP. WFAA will main- 
tain separate and staff i 
Dallas and KGKO 


es on 


studios 


inder the joint 


Federal Communica- | 


for | 
Amon Carter, publisher of | 


management will do the same in Fort 


Worth. KGKO is affiliated with the 


blue network. 
} 


Buys WLW Jumble-Words 


Aug. 18 


jumble-word 


Cincinnati, 


Scramby Amby, 


quizzer, which bowed Friday (9) « 
WLW as a sustainer, goes commer- 
cial Sept. 6 for the Walter H. John- 


Candy 


Powerhouse 


CO., 


candy 


son Chicago, blurbing 


bars Progran 


runs 30 minutes and is on at 7 p.n 
EST. Has Ray Shannon as comic 
m.c. and has inst nental d voc; 
relief. Eight-piece band S dairectec 
by Phil Da\ Warble 1s \ | & t 
newcomer on the Crosley staff 
who recently completed work in the 
‘Strike Up the Band’ pic in Holly 
wood. Jimmy Leonard does the 
nouncing, 

It's an audience  participati 
show. Contestal! receive musica 
rhyme, classification and descriptive 
clues in bidding for cash prizes. Lis- 


apiece for ac- 
cepted scrambles and get an addec 
$2 for stumpers. 


Miller’s Concert Party 
Philadelphia, Aug. 13 
LeRoy Mille: who pins the ple 


ters on KYW’s ‘Musical Clock’ d 
ing the early ayems, roundins | 
station talent for a ‘KYW Radi 
Revue’ to make a series of pe! 
appearances. Bill Smith, local ager 
lining up the dates that include 
ready an Aug. 23 at Sprit I 
House, Schwenkville, o1 Pe 
borsch route, and on Au 25 


week’s running at Hamid’s pier 
Atlantic City. 

Miller will be at 
trols. 

15,000 KIDS AT WMBD EVENT 
Peoria, Ill., Aug. 13. 

Station WMBD gives its annual 
juvenile theatre park show today 
(13), with talent from children ap- 
pearing weekly on the studio's Sat- 
urday morning ‘Juvenile Theatre, 
assisted by staff musicians 
tists. As usual, the show takes place 
at Glen Oak park. 

Milton Budd, WMBD announcer 
who handles the ‘Juvenite Theatre, 
trains the youngsters. 
15,000 is anticipated. 


the emcee con- 


and ar- 


’ 


’ 





be opened 
| round-the-clock 


outlets; opposing 


faction still adheres to the decade- 
old concept that rural areas are de- 


pendent 
ondary 


As a 
ing for 


on interference-free sec- 
service. 
Questions 


result, the industry is wait- | 


these answers: 


up for use by several | 


| frequencies? There's a 


Question No, 1.—If we fail to use 
the 25 ribbons tagged IA for IA out- 
lets, do we sacrifice the promised 
degree of protection for these out- 
lets that may be spotted on these 
legal and 
diplomatic controversy about that. 

Question No, 2.—Shall the indus- 
try’s economic foundation be under- 


L A-NATION AIR PACT 


-_ — — ——— 


= 
mined without further consideration, 
especially since nobody as come 
forth yet with a practicable proposi- 
tion for supplying programs to the 
remotely-situated audiences hich 
now can tune only the eflecited 
sky-wave signals of far-away clear 


channel, 50 kw plants? This row 


has been going on for several! years, 


2 
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Proved thousands of times 


1. TWICE THE AUDIENCE of any other New York 
independent station. (Hooper-Holmes and other 
impartial surveys.) 2..Tks NATION’s BIGGEST MARKET. 
(The 50-mile metropolitan trading area.) 3. ONE-THIRD 
THE Cost of any New York network station. 4. RADIO’s 
OUTSTANDING PROGRAMS. (‘Make Believe Ballroom” with 
Martin Block, ““Milkman’s Matinee” with Stan Shaw. And 
many others.) §. LocaL ADVERTISERS know WNEW 
moves most goods — fastest. 6. MORE COMMERCIAL TIME is 
bought on WNEW than on any 
other station in New York. 


TAU 


NEW YORK 


SERVING NEW YORK AND NEW JERSEY 24 HOU 


5000. WAITS BY. DAY 


Attendance of 


1250 KILOCYCLES * 
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1000 WATTS BY NIGHT. 
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a 
plotted by a public utility company | has brought to light ‘a lot of indis. 
fighting one of his clients. | cretion that comes pretty close to 


Called on Justice corruption,’ a criticism which Col, 


Davis ‘resented and denied.’ The 
Dept. to Seek Delay | BC4 !8wyer's story was ridiculed by 
Efforts to call off the Justice De- | 


| Wheeler, who remarked that no Con. 

gressional group could be expec 
partment hounds were made before pected 
Hastings was dragged into the case, | 


| to believe some of the explanation 
the committee found out. One of! the 


and reasons, particularly for paying 
real estate operators. When 
his first chores, Whiteford testified, | O’Callachan rel 
was to call on former Attorney Gen- | 


RADIO ' VARIETY 


SENATE GROUP HEARS INS, OUTS OF *32 
CONSENT OF RCA, 6. E,, WESTINGHOUSE 


Qe 


30 
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ated how the inter. 


_planations ever be accepted at face- mediaries threatened to sue, Wheeler 


Thad Brown Forgotten Man at His Own Hearings 


| value. The usual ‘can’t recall’ alibis' eral William D. Mitchell and plead! snorted ‘do you expect us to believe 
° otad ; W i blocked the legislators at several for more time to work out the con-| th; . namie . 
n . ¥, | that RCA paid a contact n 
as Many-Sided Activities in ashington a . oe while stern repudiation of sent decree. This proposition was) 4 couple of real estate an ic 


C- 
who could find a 
Senator who would recommend hir- 
ing another lawyer in the Senate”’ 
While he denied knowing anything 
about the reported payments to 
Moses, at the wind-up O’Callaghen 
declared he had heard so much talk 


|some testimony as ‘absolutely un- 
| true’ left the committee befuddled 


Wilmington Are Probed 
<2 'on a few vital points. 


‘Brown himself remained conjec- | Suggestions that former 
(tural, inasrauch as some legislators; Moses was brought in to try and 
showed they see no reason why any | put heat on the Justice Department, 
FCC member should be held re-! that former Senator Hastings rigged 


sponsible for these RCA actions. At/|up the sudden postponement and that 


spurned, he related, because Special | ommend a lawver 
Assistant Warren Olney, who di- - 
rected the government _— efforts, 
threatened to walk out if more stall- 
ing took place. 


RCA Doesn’t Maintain 
‘Radio Lobby’—Sarnoff 


Washington, Aug. 13. senator 


Far-reaching repercussions, con- 
sidered here almost certain to re- 
sult in the long-agitated congression- 





: deasting and the. C f about who got paid in the case he 
ME ger diem Psa the Capitol last | the same time, most senate commit- Mahaffy was compensated for de- During his return appearance could not be sure if he ever heard 

ok from the 1932 settlement of | teemen considered it unbelievable | laying the proceedings all were flat- wodnesday (7), Sarnoff was given the reports that the former Republi- 
ig that the commish veteran never|ly denied. The disclaimers did not, . 


the Justice Department’s monopoly 
suit against the ‘radio patent pool’. 


can senator was compensated. He 


some rough handling by Tobey and j , 
maintained the only cash he handled 


heard even suspicion-stirring hints| however, satisfy most of the sen- Wheeler, who could not agree it was 


of hidden attempts to enter the U. S.| ators. 


eo ae was that which went to Whiteford 
Inquiry into the fitness of Thad H. a : ‘natural’ to consult two senators — r 
a to continue on the regula- court via. the back door. Plenty sa ‘Fees’ and What The when so much high-priced talent al- and the trouble-making real estate 
tory board has now turned into a oratory is certain when sirius: y ready was on the payroll. He ex- | °Perators. 
sweeping study of RCA’s maneuvers end. Were for, Big Debate plained that settlement of the case 

} 


that brought a consent decree in- 
volving the often condemned ‘West- | 
inghouse leases’ to NBC. Senate | 
quiz also seemed like the first in- 
stallment of a probe into the way 
the Delaware Federal court func-| 





tions. 
With Thad Brown shunted into 


| by Tobey, 


While the decree involved the vir- 
tual transfer of control of several 
Westinghouse and General Electric 
stations to NBC, last week’s hearings 


| bore no direct relation to broadcast- 


Point was made several times 
however, that Brown 


ing. 


'either was extremely dumb and lax 


| High points of the testimony were 
|admissions of Whiteford and Hast- 
|}ings that they received good fees 
| even though each indignantly denied 
|he had any part in accomplishing 
|the RCA objective. When they said 


| they accepted remuneration, Tobey 


the dim background as the forgotten | or did not wish to find out the facts | placed great emphasis on their con- 
man at his own hearing, the Senate | when he failed completely to direct tentions that their participation had 


Commerce 
from dusty records 


Interstate 
dragged 


foggy recollections the detailed ac- | ties. 


count of how hushed-up ‘activities’ 


nent of the scheduled trial. 
the participants 
there was any unethical or improper 
conduct. 


coincided with the sudden postpone- | 


But all| House debate was chalked up as a 
strongly denied | black mark against Brown individ- | 
|ually and all of his colleagues by 
| implication. 


Explanations of the way the case | 
was ended left many committeemen | 


still skeptical and indignant. Fre- 


quent criticism was voiced by Sen-| 


ators Burton K. Wheeler, committee 
chairman; Charles W. Tobey, Clyde 
Reed and Sherman Minton. Repeat- 
edly they showed clearly they feel 
many of the participants shook down 
RCA. 

Whether the testimony will affect 
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Failure of the regulators to 
take cognizance of statements about 
the case made numerous times in 


E. O. Keller Accusations 
Started the Affairs 


the committee recessed for 
(9) after lis- 
from approxi- 


When 
the week-end Friday 
tening to testimony 
mately a dozen witnesses—most of 
them called via subpoenas and alli 
placed under oath—the record con- 
tained circumstantial and direct sup- 
port for most of the accusations in a 
sensational affidavit by E. O. Keller. 
who described himself as a local real 
estate man and also is reputed to be 


undercover sleuth for organized 
labor. 
The story was one of hush-hush 


conversations—with so much secrecy 








Committee | attention of the later chain-monop- | no effect on the outcome of the liti- 
and | oly investigators to the RCA activi- | gation. 


Hastings acknowledged he 
| was displeased with his $2,500 re- 
'tainer and later received an addi- 
tional $5,000 in response to his de- 
mands; Whiteford told how he got a 
$2,500 down payment and an iden- 
tical amount later. 

Just why, if it was felt they ren- 
dered no service, RCA was willing 
to pay $4,275 to three of the real 
estate men who brought Whiteford 
into the picture remained puzzling 
to the solons. Several times Tobey 
and Wheeler made it plain they feel 
the payments were hush money, so 
that the willingness to appease these 
intermediaries indicates a_ guilty 
conscience on the part of the other 
participants. The fourth broker, 
E. O. Keller, got $4,000 for various 
‘contact’ work performed for Robert 


D. O'Callaghan, one of the RCA 
legal crew. 

Details of the real estate crowd's 
activities were generally agreed 


upon, although several disputed bits 
of testimony remained in the record. 


was urgent, particularly since it in- 
volved national defense as well as 
the big companies and 89,000 inde- 
pendent stockholders. Reason for 
talking with Moses, he declared, was 
to outline the serious danger to pub- 
lic interest if, by a government vic- 
tory, the RCA-RCAC-NBC group 
suddenly was thrown on its own. 
Persons on the other side (the in- 
dies who cranked up the Justice 
Department) were telling their ver- 
sions to several solons, so RCA was 
justified in doing the same, he re- 
marked. 

RCA does not maintain any ‘radio 
lobby,’ Sarnoff argued when quizzed 
about numerous charges pressure is | 
applied to the FCC and Congress | 
by industry front men. He dis- | 
claimed any part in bringing about | 
defeat two years ago of the Connery 
resolution for a special committee 
probe of broadcasting and the regu- | 
lators. 

The company head voiced resent- | 





ment at suggestions he carries his 
troubles .to President Roosevelt, 
though he acknowledged an ac- 
quaintance with Thomas Corcoran, 
one of the most influential brain 
trusters. He admitted Corcoran told 
him present FCC Chairman James 
I Fly ‘had the confidence of the 
government’ and that he has talked 
with Fly at considerable length 
about various matters. In this con- 


nection, he showed he has not got- 


}of Proskauer and 


| $50,000 


in 1939 was $37,947, 
| for 28 different legal 


| there was no effort 


RCA Introduces Court 


Record of Witness 


Attempts of RCA to supply a 
startling anti-climax to the yarn of 
Keller backfired. When Judge Pros- 
kauer began cross-examination, Kel- 
ler readily admitted he once was in- 
dicted in a bad check case, pleaded 
guilty and received a suspended sen- 
tence. Proskauer offered a copy of 
the court record, angering Tobey 
who was suspicious about the move 
to discredit the witness. The New 
Hampshire solon was intrigued at the 
RCA ‘discovery,’ made only a couple 
of days ago according to testimony 
Davis, and de- 
clared Keller had been a ‘good wit- 
ness.’ 

Testimony that William Mahaffy, 
brother of the court clerk, was paid 
to bring about modification 
of the consent decree in 1935 was 
unequivocably repudiated. Readily 
admitting they had retained him for 
many years in patent cases, RCA of- 


| fered a statement showing his total 


1930 to his death 
representing fees 
assignments, 

that for Hast- 
ings was transmitted through White- 
ford in order the ex- 
senator’s employment denied. 
Hastings agreed RCA records might 
not fee to him but said 
to hide the fact 


compensation from 


Suggestions money 


to conceal 


were 


disclose the 
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were derisive toward the accounts of 
the conversation, with Tobey and 
Wheeler unconvinced Hastings did 
not use the clerk as messenger to let 
|} the judge know he was in the case 
(Hastings appointed Nields, whom he 


|defended vigorously as thoroughly oO ra ir 
honest and untouchable. ) | *\\ [ 
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| With sarcasm and lamentations, STARRING 


| Hastings readily told the committee BESS JOHNSON 


SE 7 
how he operated. Denying | t . 
haa By Adelaide Marston 


the fix on, he justified collecting $7,- 

500 with the statement that he de- Dedicated to the women of America. 
voted a lot of time to the matter, Th 

though he agreed he was in the case © story of a woman who meer 
only a few days and termed his part choose between love and the career 
‘simple.’ The ex-solon agreed he of raising other women's children. 
made a considerable blunder by not | 
appearing openly in the maneuvers, | 
but insisted his conduct still was en- 
tirely proper. He denounced as a 
lie the statement of his former part- 
ner, C, Edward Duffy, that he once 
said he had to pay $2,500 of his fee 
to the court clerk, wailing that he 
is the victim of a ‘smear campaign’ 
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Edgar Stehli, 
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Tommy Donnelly, 

Warren Mills, 

o’Connor, Ray Bloch orch 

Mins. 
PHILIP MORRIS 
Sunday, 8:30 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
(Biow) 

New series for Philip Morris! 
makes three the ciggie firm now has | 
on the air, the other two being | 
heard Tuesdays and Friday nights. | 
‘Crime Doctor,’ a_ kinda whodunit 
with a you-decide-it-for-yourself | 
angle, is scripted by Max Marcin, | 
the impresario of meller, who also | 
writes the ‘Perfect Crime’ dramatic | 
spot on the Same sponsors ‘Johnny | 
Presents’ show Fridays. On the basis | 
of last Sunday night’s (11) edition, | 
‘Crime Doctor’ is a likely commer- | 
cial bet, its only competition ‘One| 
Man’s Family,’ a symph program | 
and a forum. | 

Format of the show is a prison ! 
parole board, with one of the cons! 
telling his story in an effort to win | 
release from the clink. Yarn is a| 
combination of first-person narrative | 
and dramatization, after which each | 
of two members of the parole board | 
express opinions for and against his | 
release. Listeners are then asked to | 
send in letters advocating one side | 
or the other, best of each kind to re- | 
ceive prizes of $50, with 10 other | 
$10 prizes to be awarded. 

Prize letter angle should provide 
a strong listener pull, with the yarns 
themselves strong enough to hold at- 
tention. One caught was a_ push- 
over for sympathy, yet the charac- 
ters were believable and the action 
well paced. 

Production was only so-so, with a 
few transparent sound effects and a 
couple of slow pickups, but the act- 
ing was convincing, particularly | 
Alan Reed (Teddy Bergman) as the 
tough-luck con. Ray Bloch’s orches- | 
tra handles the bridging and Philip | 
Morris’ familiar musical theme, the 
bit from Ferde Grofe’s ‘Grand Can- | 
yon Suite.’ 

Pageboy Johnny also contributes | 
the usual ‘Call for Philip Morris’ | 
signatture. Two main commercials | 
in Charles O'Connor's characteristic | 
draw] plugged medical recommenda- | 
tions for the cig’s ease on the throat | 
and made a please-believe-us appeal. 

Hobe. 


Alan Reed, 


Walter 


Jackie Grimes, 





*OF STARS AND STATES’ 

with John Boles, Knox Manning, 

Nan Grey, Virginia Vale, Don 

Barry, Dickie Jenes, Texas Rang- 

ers, Lee O’Daniel 
60 Mins. 

CBS Ferecast No. 7 
Monday, 9 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York. 

Described as a ‘48-chapter biogra- 
phy of America’ the premise of this 
proposed Columbia series is the| 

remise of Major Bowes’ salute to 

odunk—lavish, nation-wide praise 
for a locality, here a state instead of 
a city. As the ‘hook’ for the produc- 
tion the weekly change of guest stars | 
fis to include personalities from the 
state saluted. 

An hour proved much too long for 
the entertainment possibilities and 
the Battle of the Alamo was re- 
fought again for the nth time on air 
and screen with results very close 
to boredom. Parts of the dialog were 
breezy and the long-winded but hu- | 


morous spiel of W. Lee O’Daniel, 
governor of Texas and himself a 
hillbilly emcee, was droll. But on 
the whole it was not compact and 
speedy. For commercial purposes 

Land. 


it needs trimming and fixing. 

Jerry Smith, yodeling cowboy, 
with station WHO, Des Moines, for 
five years, taking a leave of absence 


to make ‘The Range Busters’ for 
Monogram in Hollywood starting 
production Sept. 1. 

= 

















RATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES ———————— 


EDWARD PETRY & Co. 


ON THE NBC RED NETWORK 








. people 


| ingratiating 


LORETTA YOUNG 

With Elliott Lewis, Cy Kendall 
Gretchen Davidson, | ‘Angel’ 

Vaughn, | 30 Mins. 

CBS Forecast No. 5 

Bobby Readick,| Monday, 5 p.m. 

Bill Redfield, Charles KNX-CBS, Hollywood 


Tailored to the taste of the dis- 


taffers with a film star thrown in to | 
lift it out of the mill run of chapter 


plays. Its chances of joining the 
net's regulars next fall will depend 
in no small measure on the mail re- 
sponse, solicited without pulling 
punches. As a serial starter it proved 
a good selling sample of what is to 
come if the cork is pulled under. 


Housewives should find this tale of 
the Red Cross a meaty morsel, some- 
thing to duck the dishes for, if the 
introer is any indication of what is 


'in store as the cliffhanger unfolds. 


Heavily in its favor is Loretta Young. 
who would give it its early pull. The 
crack Silver Theatre combo of Glen- 
hall Taylor, producer, and True 


Boardman, scripter, will take care) 


of it the rest of the way. They know 
femme values in the kilocycle sense. 

In this tale of the angels of mercy, 
Miss Young is given ample oppor- 
tunity to display many facets of her 
acting talent. She opens as a grand- 


mother, writing her memoirs, skips | 


blithely into lighter romantic mo- 
ments and then plunges full tilt into 
heavy dramatics. It was no easy as- 
signment but she took the emotional 
hurdles in stride. In approved cine- 
matic cutback style, the play unfolds 


'in retrospect, allowing for the full 


play of the star’s versatility. Elliott 
Lewis, local stock player, performs 
competently enough with what little 
he has to do but should figure promi- 
nently in the chapters to come. For 
what is a serial without a male 
heart-throbber. 


Main ingredients for the com- 
pounding of such air fare were 
crowded into the initial stanza. 


That’s the presentation aspect for the 
check-writers. For that reason it 
may have listened a little jerky in 
spots but considering its primary 
tion skill. Romance. 


high drama. 


| mission it showed no lack of produc- | 


devotion to duty and the all powerful , 


theme of the Red Cross spuried 


briefly to give off a montage effect | 


but bridged. without letdown to the 
knob spinners. Those tricks are old 


| stuff to CBS Producer Charles Vanda 


and the Taylor-Boardman duo. 
Tale didn’t get far enough along to 


|merit an appraisal of the dramatic 


content contained in the full series. 
Miss Young quits schoolmarming in 
a huff when accused of divers indis- 
cretions and is about to leave the 
midwest town for keeps when a flood 
maroons the community. She plunges 


| into the rescue work and takes over 


Cross director arrives 
on the scene. Gradually getting over 
her disdain of what is to her a 
domineering attitude. she sparks to 
his manliness. Once the danger over. 
he repairs to other parts to carry 
out his work of mercy. She follows 
and therein romance takes hold 
Then comes the plea for letiers ‘if 
vou want to hear the remaining 
chapters.’ Helm. 


Radio Followup 


Gus Van told, via ‘We, the People.’ 
and on 10th anniversary of death 
of Joe Schenck, a touching, nostalgic 
story of careers which took them 
from operators of a Brooklyn trolley 
car in 1919 to the peak as a har- 
mony duo One angle which may 
have caused listeners to wonder was 
fact all Van’s emphasis seemed to be 
on musical comedy rather’ than 
vaudeville appearances, the latter 
being more familiar to the run of 
No reference to Jack Lait’s 
tag, ‘Pennant Winning Battery 
of Songland.’ Van, who sihas 
done considerable broadcasting since 
Schenck passed away and who reads 
a script in same firm baritone that 
he uses in singing, made a gentle 
plea that patrons ‘remember’ enter- 
tainers no longer in spotlight. He 
explained.twosome’s first real chance: 
a party, given by C. B. Dillingham 
to which they were summoned wher 
a performing monkey became Ul, and 
Flo Ziegfeld heard them. 


until a Red 








Bob Hawk is properly precise yet 
as occasion demands in 


emceeing ‘Take It Or Leave It,’ the 
double-your-money show on Sunday 
nights for Eversharp. Ii’s a fast- 
growing audience-participationer. the 
idea of pyramiding $1 up to $64. 

seven double-up sequences, making 


for sturdy audience appeal. 
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! with Edward Everett Horton, Alan 


| ‘Leave It to Jeeves’ 
| 30 Mins. 


P. G. WODEHOUSE SERIES 


Mowbray, Helen Wood, Myra 
March, Donald Morrison 


CBS FORECAST NO. 9 
Menday, 9:30 p.m. 
WABC-CBES, New York 


Columbia has now unveiled nine 
of its proposed 14 summer public! 
auditions. Of the nine programs to| 
date, two are doubtful entries, seven 
are plausible and among the seven| 





four seem of especial commercial 
merit. These four, to recapitulate, | 
are, respectively, Raymond Paige's | 


‘Battle of Music,’ Alfred Hitchcock’s | 
Suspense Series, Dave Elman's Life | 
of the Party novelty and the pro- 
gram whose credits lie above this. 
stretch.of type. 

A Hollywood effort by adaptor 
Stuart Palmer and_ director 
Niles to translate P. G. Wodehouse | 
to radio, this sample was conspicu- | 
ously successful. 

The story, ‘Leave It to Jeeves’ was) 
told with sharp, clear strokes. It} 
had a beginning, a middle and an) 
end, characteristics of the Wode- 
house short stories which seem ob- 
vious material for radio and, best of 
all. which exist numerously as a 
reservoir to draw upon. The de-| 
liciously addle-brained Bertie Woo- | 
ster and his valet, and brain truster, 
the priceless Jeeves, are a pair 
whose extensive literary adventures | 
provide, in ready-made form, the' 
makings of a swell radio entertain- | 
ment. While not a universal audi- | 
ence in terms of radio circulation, | 
the magazine and book readership of | 
Wodehouse represents achieved suc- | 
cess in other popular media. Suc-} 
cess-snobbish and comedian-allergic 
sponsors will probably appreciate 
that. 


The yarn of the rescue of Bertie 
from a gold-digger unspun on well- 
oiled bobbins, with Edward Everett 
Horton and Alan Mowbray a sure- 
fire English team. The continuity 
was tight, the dialog generously bor- 
rowed from the original texts and 
intelligently edited to further pace 
and clarity. The whole thing was 
steadily diverting with frequent and 
strong giggles. Supporting parts 
were in proper hands. 

The spontaneous gaiety of this 
Wodehouse type of farce, and the 
faet that it would be the only com- 
edy dialog show of its genre on the | 
air, makes it seem a challenge that 
advertising agencies, even those that | 
hate everything they didn’t think of 
themselves, may have to recognize | 








| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


as a hot bet. Land, 

‘EVENING CALL’ 
With Agnes Moorehead, Dwight | 
Weist, Herbert Yost, James Mc- 
Callion, Josephine Lyons, Jehn | 
Mcintyre, Lawson Zerbe, Elliott | 
Reed 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 


Saturday, 8 p.m. 
WJZ-NBC, New York 
Dwight Weist, one of the busier | 
radio actors, made his first try as a | 
script writer with a lugubrious | 
piece called ‘Evening Call,’ adapted | 
from a story by Alice Beal Parsons, | 
on last Saturday night’s (10) edi- | 
tion of the NBC Radio Guild series | 
over the blue net (WJZ). Howard | 
L. Nussbaum directed and a cast of | 
AFRA regulars, including Weist, did | 
the emoting. It was grim going. 
Yarn about a homicidal maniac 
who gets loose on a stormy night to 
threaten with an ax the summer 
residents of a cottage on remote 
Long Island wavered between creeps 
and comedy, without quite being 
either. Subject of crazed killers is 
in doubtful taste at best and in this 
case suffered from inept handling. 
Characters were distinctive, but the 
script was cluttered with more of 
them than Weist was able to handle. 


As a result, he failed to keep most 
of them included in the dialog, so 
while one or two people had long 
speeches, the others might as well | 
have gone out to rehearse another | 
program. Fact that there was not} 
a single scene change or break in| 


the entire script also made the action | 
seem Static. 

There was one serious flaw in 
logic. It was several times explained 


by the maniac’s father that he had 
left the ax in the chopping block 
ere h on could find it. Late 
he promised to keep it hidden in fu 
ture Yet, in explaining why he 
hated his home, the lad said his 
parents made him work too hard, 
always forcing him to chop wood 
Such lapses, as well as the failure 
to keep all the characters present in 
the dialog. should have been caught 
by the director. Acting was gener- 
ally competent within the limits of 
the script. Hobe. 
FORSYTHE, SEAMON, and FAR- 
RELL 
Variety 


Saturday, 8:15. 
BBC, Lendon. 

Wired from the New Hippodrome 
theatre, Coventry, these Yankee 
funsters seemed to tear the house to 
bits. Topical gags around war, Nazi 
chiefs and patriotism had the audi- | 
ence wild. Nor could radio listeners 


complain Act was solid with the 
patrons after m.c. explained that 
Seamon and Farrell were booked for 
the Washington and the safety of | 
U.S.A.. but preferred to stay and 
‘tak 54 ? 

take if 


Ai this rate of going thev’ll collect. 


‘THE LIFE OF THE PARTY’ 
With Dave Elman, Harry Salter Or- 
chestra 
Nevelty 
30 Mins, 
CBS FORECAST No. 8 
Menday, 9 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
Dave Elman, impresaric of ‘Hobby 
Lobby,’ has a bright bit of easy-go- 
ing novelty entertainment in “The 
Life of the Party.’ It is an odds- 
and-ends kind of program, half au- 
dience participation, half 


sonages of talent and 
with eccentric accomplishments. It 
is reminiscent of Elman’s own 
‘Hobby Lobby’ and of ‘We, the Peo- 
ple’ and of Mort Lewis’ celebrity 
minstrels, and of all the nut inter- 


views and parlor game stunting tnat | 
' has bobbed up in recent seesons. It 


was smartly backgrounded and 


is usually keen for the 


show that supplies comedy without | 
comedian. | 


needing a _ four-figure 
This one promises to achieve good | 
chuckle results at nominal ever | 
head and would seem to rate high | 
among the most-likely-to-be-sold of | 
the varied showcased samples in the | 
CBS Forecast series. 


Elman, with a canny sense of | 
bizarre values built up through his} 
familiarity with hobbyists, devised | 
a strainless half-hour that began 
with a gent who tapped out music 
and dance routines on a typewriter 
and concluded with a quartet com- | 
gene of members of the Brooklyn 

odgers. Mixed in was a gent from 
Hoboken who creates tunes from a 
fire extinguisher, and a Brooklynite | 
who squeezes the palms of his hands | 
together to render ‘Mary Had a/| 
Little Lamb.’ Fred Hall contributed | 
a gem of nostalgia, an old Nickleo- | 
deon film parlor piano rendering | 
mood music. David Ross delivered, | 
straight, an Elizabeth Browning 
poem and the vivid Hildegarde from | 
the niteries did a song in which the 
French sentences had English end- 
ings. For slapstick, Shirley Wayne, 
the fiddling mama from ‘Hellzapop- | 


profes- | 
sional, a mingling of prominent per- | 
unknowns | 


|‘ORIGINAL YANKEE SWAPPER’ 
| With Carl Moore, Ray Girardin, Art 

King 
| 15 Mins.—Regional 
| H. P. HOOD & SONS, DAIRIES 
| WEEI, Reston * 

Borrowed from Robert Sagen- 
dorph’s New Hampshire Mavazine, 
‘The Original Yankee Swapper’ is 
designed to appeal to New England 
shrewdness and Yankee trading in- 
| Stinct. Swap lists are distributed 
through 5,000 H. P. Hood ice cream 
dealers throughout New England and 
can be had free. Listeners are in- 
vited to send to the magazine's 
offices in Dublin, N. H., descriptions 
of articles they will swap for those 
in the published lists, or fo: 
| thing else in particular. 

At each broadcast, different swap- 
| pers are invited into the studio and 
|are interviewed. Last show caught, 


any- 


Ken pridged by Harry Salter’s orchestra. One interview was gagged cleverly. 


|Man wanted to exchange something 
in return for some knicknacks for 
his whatnot. Another concerned Mrs. 
Sagendorph, wife of magazine pub- 
lisher. A young woman wanted to 
swap her baby for a short time while 
she and her husband went on vaca- 
tion. Mrs. Sagendorph took in the 
child, said it was an easy way to get 
one, 

Carl Moore, WEE! handyman, 
takes the main assignment as the 
head swapper, Ray Girardin, his 
sometime stooge, assists. Plugs for 
Hood products, especially ice cream, 
are handled by Art King. In plugging 
the products he stresses ‘value re- 
ceived’ as in swapping. 

Program lasts only 15 minutes and 
moves along rather swiftly. It was 
sometimes ‘forced,’ and could stand 
either a little humor or more serious 
trading but otherwise looks like a 
smart merchandising idea for New 
England. Riley. 





pin’ tossed in wallflower 
grouch patter. 

The time sped by pleasantly, sug- 
gesting that the program is ta 


practical and commercial. 


some 
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took exception to a  chorus-girl Aen “ “- gy oo The first song involved is ‘Down an eCviews 
routine while the singer was at the rignts in “Goe ess America. on the Farm,’ music to which was 


Chez Paree, Chicago, recently. That’s 
precisely the way Berlin doesn’t 
want the ballad handled, hence the 
strict ASCAP restriction. 

Due to the increasing American 
defense problem the song has taken 
a tremendous jump in recent weeks, 
the last three especially being ab- 
normal. Some 8,000 copies a week 
have moved out to the stockroom to 
dealers, as against the average 3,000- 
4,000 copies per week. 

Berlin’s brushoff to radioman Bar- 
ber is preluded by ‘I try always to 
be courteous and it is for that rea- 
son alone that I acknowledge receipt 
of your ‘open letter’ of July 22. The 
suggestions contained therein as to 
the disposal which I should make of 


the song ‘God Bless America’ would | 


I think be in much better taste if ad- 


vanced by an executive of a radio | 
station which had not been a party 
to defrauding composers and authors | 
of their royalties for a period 
years, under legal machinations 
which made it possible for them so | 
to do.” 


Barber’s original 
follows: 
(Copy) 
An Open Letter to Irving Berlin 
Dear Mr. Berlin: 
We have noted with approval 
and applause your magnanimous 


gesture in turning over to the 
Boy and Girl Scouts of America 
the royalties derived from your 
patriotic hymn, ‘God Bless Amer- 
ica.” and the stirring, if some- 
what unnecessary defense of 
your actions in the matter, by 


VARIETY. 
derived 
favored 
to some 

13] 


If more of the revenue 
ASCAP nd_ its 
few composers was put 
charitable and worth- 
while use, perhaps broadcasters 
would not protest so much at 
the bleeding they have suffered 
from that organization. 

Your gesture in turning over 
the ‘God Bless America’ royal- 
ties to the Scouts is a patriotic 
one, Mr. Berlin, but it is not 
enough. I respectfully submit 
that you are in the position of 
having written a song that no 
longer belongs to you, to Miss 
Kaie Smith, or even to ASCAP; 
it rightfully belongs to the Ameri- 


by 


can people as a whole. You 
have a duty to the nation to 
retrieve this song from the 


ASCAP grip, and make it avail- 


able to the American people 
without restriction—even with- 
out the restriction that no one 


of | 


letter to Berlin | 


| Lake 


| Dorothy Reid as soloist. 
|merly held spot as arranger and first | 


| ton, 
| Rhoades and Phil 


But since vou are obviously not 
song, we suggest that you give 
this song to the American people 
with no strings attached. In re- 
turn, and because such action on 
your part would take’ those 
royalties away from-the Boy and 
Girl Scouts. the American peo- 
ple will pledge themselves to 
continue to support those two 
grand organizations with all the 
money they need, just as they 
have always done. 

You, Mr. Berlin, have no more 
right to a personal interest in 
‘God Bless America’ than the 
descendants of Abraham Lincoln 


have a richt to a vrestricting 
copyright on the Gettysburg Ad- 
dress That great document 
passed into the public domain as 
the words fell from his lips 

I dare to suggest, Mr. Berlin, 
that you present your song to 
the United States Government 
so that it may be played and 
sun? evervwhere. at ‘any time 
without the possibility that an 
ASCAP could assess punitive 
measures against a musician, a 
Singer, a hotel. a barroom, a 


church, or a radio station, whose 


patriotism led to an_ infringe- 
ment of your, and ASCAP’s, 
doubtful rights in the perform- 


ance of the song. 


Patriotically yours, 
Radio Station KGVO 
James Alden Barber 
Program Director, 


Ike Ragon Resumes 


Kansas City, Aug. 13 
ke Ragon, former orch 
again is taking up the baton to head 
a group formerly under direction of 
Herb Haskett. Crew is completing 
a summer engagement at Shadow 
in’ Noel, Mo., Ozark resort 


leader, 


town, 
New of 12 with 


Ragon for- 


leader has crew 


trumpet for Boyd Raeburn. About 


|five years ago he headed a recording 
;crew for Vocalion, and has string of 
; compositions to his credit, 


Following completion of its con- 


{tract at Shadow Lake, Sept. 2, band | 


will go east for string of dates. It’s 
under management of Bert Knigh- 
former manager for Dusty 
Levant, 


written by Von Tilzer in 1902. Ray- 
mond Browne assisted Von Tilzer in 
revising the lyrics. A new copyright 
was secured in 1930, and 
quently Vogel 
song, claiming to have been assigned 
the song by Jennie Tafuri, 
of Browne. The second song a | 
Want a Girl Just Like the Girl Who 
Married Dear Old Dad,’ written in 
1911 with Dillon revising the lyrics. 


1S 


' | (Mrs. Meakin) he has a gilt-edged | 
A renewal of copyright was secured | asset. She’s the gal whose record 
in 1938, and Vogel is accused of|(with Eddy Duchin) of ‘Old Man 
having infringed by later publica- ; Mose Kicked the Bucket’ sold over | 
tion, claiming assignment froma million copies and who has been a | 
Dillon. The third song written in | "ame in the band biz ever since. 
1911 is ‘All Alone,’ also in collabo-| Orchestra has five reeds, bass, 
ration with Dillon, with the renewai |@'ums, four brass, piano and Mea- 


| being secured in 1938, and Vogel 
having published subsequently, 
again claiming assignment. The 
fourth, written in 1908, is ‘Summer- 
time,” with Jack Mahoney having 
written the second verse of the 
Ivrics. A renewal was secured in 
1935, and Vogel, claiming assign- 
ment, published subsequently 

The fifth song, ‘ll Lend You 
Everything I’ve Got Except My 


Wife,’ was written in 1910, with the 
yrics by Jean Havez. Here the re- 
newal was secured in 1938, with 
Vogel publishing thereafter, claim- 
ing assignment from the estate of 
Havez. The sixth song is ‘When 
Harvest Days are Over, Jessie Dear.’ 
written in 1900, with lyrics 
Andrew Sterling. 
Copyright on 
newed in 1928, and the defendant 
of having infringed 
quently. The last of the 
Love, I Love, I Love My Wife, But 
Oh You Kid,’ written in 1910 with 
the title suggested by Jimmy Lucas. 
The as renewed in 1928, and 
it claimed the defendant Vogel 
subsequently published an _ inferio1 
song entitled ‘I Love My Wife But 
Oh You Kid,’ which is so similar 
in title to the plaintiff's’ work, that 
much in the way of royalties has 
been lost, through error on the part 
| of the buving public, which believed 
it was purchasing the plaintiffs’ song. 


by 


this one was re- 


accused subse- 


seven is ‘] 


song W 


1S 





Billy Hinds booked for both Butler 
(Pa.) County and Allegheny (Pitts- 
burgh) County Fairs in September. 


He’s the KDKA, Pitt, announcer who | 


organized couple of months ago and 
broke in there at Hotel Schenley. 


Woody Herman topped the all- 
time record Saturday (3) at Hunt's 
Pavilion, Wildwood, N. J., by draw- 
, ing 3,500 customers 


subse- | 
also published the! 


widow | 








| JACK MEAKIN ORCH (13) 
| With Patricia Norman 
Riviera, Pittsburgh 

Jack Meakin has something here. 
Outfit is less than four months old 
but it’s going places. Maestro him- 


self is both musician and arranger, 
| having been staff band conductor for 
In | 
i his featured singer, Patricia Norman | 


| NBC on Coast for several years. 


{kin at the Novachord when he isn’t 
batoning. And it’s the reed section, 


around which everything is built, 


that’s going to get newcomer to the | 


talked about. In it, in addt- 
tion to the regular sax-clarinet dual- 
ers, are three flutes, two bass clari- 
nets, oboe, piccolo and English horn, 
and what Meakin has done with this 
layout is bonafide ear magic. 

Even in flock of swing arrange- 
ments, he has his usual reeds 
ing out and counter-melody against 
| the brass department is a socko idea 
but actually makes musical sense. 
Meakin hand-picked his men out of 
the New York local, and he's been 
that not only sounds good on paper 


ranks 


lucky in grabbing off a bunch of mu- | 


sicians who have something on the 


ball as soloists as well as company 
men. If he can only keep ’em to- 
‘gether until the right break comes 
along Meakin’s certain to land 
among the top-notchers, and swiftly, 
100 

For a leader, he has what it takes. 
Meakin’s yaung, good-looking, per- | 
sonable and has a natural ease out 
front that’s bound to make ringside 
friends He does most of his own | 
arrangements, and they run out the 
string, although getting some help 
now on that end from oboist Ben 
| Harrod, who used to be chief ar- | 


ranger for Lennie Hayton. The set- 
up has the out-of-ordinary reeds fea- 
tured chiefly in the ballads, going 
|into the jive stuff only occasionally, 
and the result is melodic magic. 
| Brass section has what it takes, too. 
| Miss Norman is cutester who gets 
plenty out of a tune. Gal started 
; several years ago with Paul Pen- 
|darvis, and was a gocal fave with 
| him at the William Penn Hotel’s 
Chatterbox, but since has improved 
,in poise, delivery and also voice. 
She’s a_ hard-worker, giving out 
| every third number or so and then 
|stepping down on the dance floor 
|counle of times an evening to sell a 
cycle, which the crowd eats up. Miss 
Norman is the type who can do a 
slightly off-color ditty, such as ‘Lost 
‘It at the Astor,’ and shoot it across 


beat- | 


like a nursery rhyme, It’s what she 
| does with her eyes 
| Meakin also carries two male vo- 
calists, Johnny MacAfee, formerly 
| with Duchin, who specializes on the 
; pops, and Johnny Smith, on the 
| comedy stuff. Each there in his 
own right and they pair off well with 
|Miss Norman in trios and duets. 

Meakin’s Novachording is plenty 
high-class, and his frequent accom- 
|paniments for Miss Norman are & 
| great break for the missus. Hard to 
see how this outfit can miss 

Cohen. 


1s 


CARL RAVAZZA ORCHESTRA 


| Sky-Hy Roof, Hotel Continental 
| Kansas City, Missouri 
This aggregation in at the Contin- 
ental for a three-week stand of 
west coast origination, The leader 
; put nis crew together about a year 
ago, and most of a year was spent 
at the Mark Hopkins hotel in San 
Francisco. Current trip its first 
eastward and thus far has included 
| only dates in Chicago and St. Louis 
along with a few one-nighters be- 
fore coming in here 
| Essentially the group is organized 
for a hotel spot as Ravazza has no 
|jive in his album and uses swing 
| only once in three or four numbers. 
|Group is keyed by the violin sec- 
| tion and the leader’s fiddling to the 
| softer and sweeter tempoes. In addi- 
| tion the piano thumping of Neil 
| Bondshue, who also draws salary as 
| arranger, is featured. 


1S 


1S 


| In a vocal way Ravazza handles 
the solo work himself giving out in 
a baritone range. Also takes the 


m.ec. chore and has a set of good 
looks to bolster his work Band is 
long on special vocal arrangements 
|a quartet, The Four of Us, and a glee 
club take regular turn 

The violin trio, besides 
carries Joe Coates and Russell Dox- 
who doubles on A 
| fourth violin is available from Mar- 
shall Cram who spends his main 
time sliding the trombone. Pair of 
trumpets are Paul Durant and Bud 
Crossman, completing the brass. In 
reeds the orch has George Porter, 
Les Randolph and Paul Faria, and 
personnel is completed by George 
Hewitt at the drums and Jack Mc- 
Gager on the string bass. Durand, 
Porter, Randolph and Ravazza make 
up the Four of Us, and glee club 
includes all_except drums, piano and 
guitar who hold to their instruments. 

Band is similar to styles of others 
brought into this summer spot, and 
rates well though not to the stand- 
ard of George Hamilton who opened 
the room. Distinctly different than 
| bands from the east, where a more 
| brassy style is characteristic oF 
| where swing has a more prominent 
| part. Quin. 


as 


the leader, 


soras, guitar 
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CONCERT SOLOISTS AN ISSUE 


Price War on Classical Records 
Narrows Dealer Profit Badly 





A price war has begun between 


{ 


| 


the Victor and Columbia companies | 


over classical recordings. Following 


closely on the heels ef the announce- | 
ment last week by Columbia of 50% | 


cu 


cordings, the RCA Manufacturing 


Co., maker of Victor records, in a} 
ielegram to its thousands of dealers | 


throughout the country Friday (9) 
stated as follows: 
set new prices on all Victor Red 


ts in the prices of its classical re- | 


| 


' 


| 
| 
i 
! 
| 


‘We will shortly | 


Sea] Records. With very few excep- | 


tions 12-inch 
$1 and 10-inch at 75c. 


records will list at | 


The price slashing started about 


a year ago, when Columbia, which 
had been trailing Victor for years 
in quality of recording, price and 
numbers of name artists, launched a 
campaign to regain its former status 
of 1903 and thereabouts when it 
yanked on top. It raided the Victor 
jist in an attempt to secure popular 
artists and secured such personali- 
ties as Nino Martini, the N. Y. Phil- 
harmonie Orchestra and 
Stokowski. 


ing considerably improved. 
stopping there, the company 
tinued to battle its 
wnd slashed prices again on its 1940 
catalog last week, reducing the 
prices to $1 for 12-inch records and 
75ec for 10-inch, About a month 
ago Victor attempted to meet the 


Leopold | 
Prices were drastically | 
slashed and the quality of record- | 
Not | 
con- | 
compétitor | 





Latouche in ASCAP 


In the advance announcements 
of its ‘Tribute to Radio’ broad- 
cast from the two world fairs 


Aug. 3, the National Assn. of 
Broadcasters made _ particular 
mention of the fact that the 


opening dramatic portion of the 
show, ‘Ode to Radio,’ was writ- 
ten by John Latouche, lyricist of 
‘Ballad for Americans.’ 

What the broadcasters appar- 
ently overlooked was that La- 
touche’s application for member- 
ship had been accepted some 
time before by ASCAP, the spe- 
cial target of N.A.B. and the 
network-sired BMI. 








SEE-BOX SCALE 
SET BY AFM; 
$30, 3 HRS. 


American Federation of Musicians 





has set the scale for film recordings | 


used in coin-operated machines. It’s | 
| Symphony orchestra and other such} Ambassador hotel here. 


$7.50 for 
The 


$30 for three hours and 
each additional three minutes. 


competition by installing a Black contracts are to provide that the 


Seal catalog in which records were 
sold at about one third off the regu- 
Jar price of $2 and $1.50 and name 
singers such as Caruso and Gigli and 
famous orchestras were included. 
This did not meet Columbia’s grow- 
ing competition, so RCA decided re- 
cently to go the whole way. 
Leblanging Rampant 

Victor dealers are upset over the 
Situation. It is no secret that despite 
ihe signing of pledges promising no 
reductions in list prices, cuts from 
10% to 25% can be secured on any 
Victor record in many, 
most, of the stores in New York. 
Despite a feeling that the cut in 
prices will aid sales slightly, it is 
felt that the 40% from list allowed 
the dealer will hardly allow him to 
make a living if he, through com- 
petition, is forced to sell a $1 record 
purchased from Victor at 60c for 
ise. A 15¢ margin hardly covers 
breakage in stock, let alone upkeep 

Especially hard hit will be the 
Jarge east side salons which cater 
io a well-to-do clientele and 
io cut the list price. The few rec- 
ords which may not be cut are those 
nN which certain name artists are 
sail being paid on a royalty basis 
Whether Caruso’s recordings would 
come under this category yet is not 
known, as the tenor’s contract with 
Victor expired in 1933, 12 years after 
lis death. His estate is still receiv- 
ing royalties from his recordings. 

In the earliest days of recording 

Victor was the first to put out classi- 
cal recordings, pressed from Euro- 
pean masters in 1902 under the 5.000 
apd 91,000 series. Columbia a 
jater issued the first series of Ameri- 
Can recordings placing such persons 
uncer contract as Edoard De Reszke 
Ernestine Schumann-Heink, Antonio 
Scotti, Marcella, Sembrich and 
others. Victor raided Columiba and 
within a few years acquired all the 
famous Columbia artists with the ex- 
cE ption of De Reszke, and with the 
acquisition of Caruso, obtained an 
advantage which has lasted to this 
day. 
Prices, however, have continually 
veen on the down grade. About 30 
years ago a Caruso. sing!>-faced 
record cost $3 as did those of other 
artists of similar calibre. The sextet 
from ‘Lucia’ with Caruso, Sembrich. 
Scotti, etc., sold for $7 each with the 
Guartet from ‘Rigoletti’ priced at $6. 
In 1923 Victor again mecting Colum- 
‘la competition, reduced its prices, 
‘ouble-faced its records, and sold 
12-inch recordings at $2 and 10-inch 
at $150, a price which has lasted 
from 1923 to this time. 


refuse 


Veal 


perhaps | 


| film made for such machines must 


not be used for other purposes. 
Leader salary is as usual double 
the scale for musicians. 


18 Hours of Rehearsal 
Kills Haverkn-Nordoff 
Piece on Air Salute 
San ices Aug. 13. 
Elaborate composition by Carl 


Haverlin and Paul Nordoff was to 
have been broadcast as part of the 





‘Tribute to Radio’ program from the | 


Aug. 3, but 
was too 


Was 
com- 


Fairs on 
because it 


two 
dropped 


plicated for presentation without ex- | 


tensive preparation. Piece had taken 
about two months in composition 
Plans first called for Frank Black 
70-piece orchestra and 
selection 


to conduct 
40-voice chorus in the 
However, Black was unwilling to ac- 
cept the assignment, so Howard 
Barlow was called in. After study- 
ing the score, Barlow estimated it 
would take hours of re- 
hearsal to do such a complicated and 
difficult piece. That would have in- 
volved a cost of considerably over 
$3.000. That ended it for that pro- 
gram. 


MILLER DENIES VOGEL'S 
CHARGES OVER ‘SLEEP’ 


about 18 


Miller Music’s reply to < n- 
fringement action of Jerr Vogel 
Music Co. Inc. in N. Y. federal 
court, generally denies and counter 
claims affirmatively. Vogel, as owner 
of the copyright of ‘Visions of 
Sleep.’ written in 1923 by Adam 


Geibel, charged Miller's publication 
of ‘Sleep,’ by Geibel and Earl Burt- 
nett, infringed on its copyright. 
Miller Music claims there is no in- 
fringement; that the songs are dis- 
similar: and for its counterclaim as- 
serts that the repeated 
of infringement by Miller has in- 
jured the prospective 
‘Sleep,’ as customers 
license and are refusing to 
the defendant with royalties. 

An injunction against further in- 


terference by the plaintiff is sought, 
as well as a court declaration that for an 


there is ne similarity between the 


Songs. 


statements 


sales of ing, but the 
are afraid to 
credit 
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| ‘nani 
‘Petrillo Demands All Join 
_ Musicians’ Union by Laker 

Day, Although Most Be-| 
long to Four A’s Affiliated | 
Union—All Are Within 


| A.F. of L. 
| 


BOSTON TARGET? 


Question of jurisdiction over solo 
concert instrumentalists, never en- | 
| tirely clarified, has been made an 
;}open issue by James C. Petrillo, 
|president of the American Federa- 
|tion of Musicians. Nearly all such 
performers are now members of the 
American Guild of Musical Artists, 
but Petrillo has announced that all 
must join his union by Labor Day, 
| Sept. 2. 
| Both AGMA and AFM are AFL 
|unions, AGMA being an affiliate of 
| the Associated Actors & Artistes of 
| America. Latter organization last 
| year was involved in a costly dis- 
| pute with the International Aliiance 
| Theatrical Stage Employees (stage- 
hands). Fact that AFM and IATSE 
have a working agreement is seen in 
| some quarters as possible motive for 
| the new move by Petrillo. 

Real point of pressure of the AFM, 
| however, is figured to be the Boston 








Lorraine Now in Top Spot With 


Chappell-Crawford; Spitzer's Plans 





| Leeds Sues U.S. Record ,,°' 


Leeds Music, Inc., has brought 
suit against the U. S. Record Corp. 
(Eli Oberstien) in the N. Y. City 
court to recover $3,000 in royalties 
alleged to be long overdue. 


Bernard L, Miller, who filed the 
actior, claims that repeated efforts 
over a period of four months to get 
even a part payment failed to get 


| anywhere. 





GENE BUCKS 


TALK TO L. A. 
MEMBERS 


Los Angeles, Aug. 13. 
There is no cause for alarm over 
the threat of other music replacing 
the output of the American Society 
of Composers, Authors and Publish- 
ers, prexy Gene Buck told 190 
ASCAP members at a dinner at the 








non-union organizations. AFM has 


never been able to obtain a foothold | 


there, but since any orchestra is 
largely dependant on soloists to draw 
at the boxoffice, Petrillo could pre- 
sumably organize them if he 
| trolled the name soloists. 


attorney, the AFM has had jurisdic- 
tion in the musical field for 40 years, 
| yet until the present has never made 
|any effort to organize the solo in- 
| strumentalists. He professes to be at 
loss to understand why Petrillo is 
suddenly so concerned about the 
| situation. Petrillo was quoted as 
saying that many solo instrumental- 
j}ists want to join AFM. But Jaffe 
points out that any having such a 
desire are at liberty to do so any 
time they want. 

There is nothing in the AGMA 
regulations to bar its members from 
joining AFM and, in fact, a few who 
have come up from the ranks of or- 


(Continued on page 34) 


con- | 


According to Henry Jaffe, AGMA! 


It was the 
| largest ASCAP gathering ever held 


|in Hollywood. 

Buck explained in detail what 
ASCAP is asking from the broad- 
casting indugtry under the new con- 
| tract, effective next Jan. 1. De- 
mands from the smaller radio sta- 
|tions are being reduced, he said, 
|while increased revenue is being 


| sought from the large networks. He | 


| disclosed that the turnover in roy- 
je from CBS to ASCAP in 1939 
| amount in view of the great volume 
| of business done by the network. 
| Big music programs on the air, he 
| added, are in dire need of ASCAP 
| tunes. 

| Buck announced an ASCAP Day 
| at the San Francisco Fair late this 
| month, with eastern and western 
| memberships combined in a _ two- 
| hour musical program on Treasure 
| Island. He will emcee the show him- 
| self. 


5) Sign With BMI After Mutual Says 


| At NAB. It Is Not Gomg ASCAP 


Broadcast Music, Inc., 
yesterday (Tuesday) that it 
natured 55 more stations during and 


after the National Association of 
Broadeasters convention in San 
Francisco last week The new- 
comers in a lai 2e measure are 
Mutual affiliates, t ish to. the 
bandwagon resulting from that net- 
work’s announcement at tl conven- 
tion that it would not accept the new 
ASCAP contract 

Also among the new joiners are 
the Hearst stations, excepting WCAE 
Pittsburgh, WOW, Omaha and WHK 
and WCLE. Cleveland. Only 15 of 
the 55 are without network affilia- 
tion. 

ASCAP publishers attribute} 
Tommy Dorsey's sudden romance 


with BMI to a bitter peeve on the 
part of the bandleader which dates 
back to last fall when he was 
ting out his giveaway fan paper, 
Bandwagon. Dorsey asked the pubs 
to support his paper with advertis- 
Music Publishers Pro- 
tective Association tabooed the 
angle as in violation of the associa- 
tion’s code. The papei 

terwards folded. Dorsey 
these pubs also point out. 
agency. Lord & 
|\which handles the RCA and 


| arcainti« 


shortly af- 
currently, 
is working 
Thomas, 
NBC 


announced | 
Sig- | 


put- | 





TURNPIKE JINX ENDS 


|Bad Month Broken By Weather 


and Ted Weems 
Lincoln, Aug. 13 

Cool weather upped Ted Weems 
b.o. at the Turnpike Tuesday (6) to 
$650 gross, tops since the Glenn 
Miller on July 2, Advance paste- 
boards went for 85 cents, tariff a 
$1.10 at the turnstiles. 

Date was first winner in month 


for eight-miles-out spot. Blue Bar- 
ron’s due here Friday, 16th 


Jack Hess Departs MCA 


Chicago, Aug. 13. 

Resignation of Jack Hess as head 
of press department. of Music Cor- 
poration of America here, effective 
Saturday (17), with reason given as 
‘due to unmanageable inter-organi- 
zation politic set-up of Chicago of- 
fice,’ makes him another in the list 
of Chi MCA  p.a.’s who have 
scrammed after a few weeks at the 
post. 

Bill Green was Hess’ 
predecessor. No successor has 
_named for Hess. 


immediate 
been 


was only $360,000, calling it a small | 


Sid Lorraine has been upped by 
Dreyfus from Coast rep for 
Crawford Music to general profes- 
sional head. It’s a spot that dove- 


|tails into the previous duties held 


down by Henry Spitzer, resigned 
exec with the Chappell and Craw- 
ford music firms. 

| Under Lorraine will continue Al 
|Porgie, topping the Crawford Music 
| pluggers, and Eddie Wolpin, on the 
|Chappell end. Reports of these two 
looking askance at another Dreyfus 
employee being brought in over them 
‘are denied all around, as was a re- 
port that they offered to resign. 
Porgie, for one, states he’s sticking 
on to cogperate with Lorraine and 
coordinate with the general Dreyfus 
music setup. 

This leaves Louis Dreyfus, evacu- 
ated brother of Max, and head of 
Chappell of England, free to worry 
about his British show biz and music 
interests. 

Spitzer, meantime, whose contract 
‘expired last month and who was 
paid thereon through July although 
|leaving Dreyfus, after long associa- 
‘tion, in the spring, is looking around 
|for a catalog. He’s virtually set to 
lalign with songsmith Abner Silver 
‘as publisher-partner. Latter, in turn, 
jis bowing out of his Mayfair Music 
|partnership with Willie Horowitz. 
| Latter may merge with Larry Spier, 
as and when Silver bows out 
officially. 
| Spitzer-Silver have been talking to 
Lincoln Music and Melrose Music for 
catalog takeovers. 

With Lorraine shifting east, it 
leaves the Coast spot at Crawford 
still open. Joe Nadell reps Chappell 
in Hollywood. 





12 Years Meesoniil Tie 
Of Will Osborne-Romm 
Is Cut by Bandleader 


One of the longest dance band 
managerial associations known in 
the trade has ended with the split 
between Will Osborne and Harry 
Romm (General Amus. Corp.). 
Romm managed Osberne for more 
than 12 years, but still is in the dark 
in regards to why Osberne suddenly 
switched over to the William Mor- 
ris office. 

As a parting gift, Osborne gave 
Romm a wrist watch, but no reasons 
for his breaking away. Ironically, 
Osborne’s salary recently at the 
Strand, on Broadway, was the high- 
est in his career and negotiated by 
Romm 

Romm handled Osborne and kept 
him in the limelight during the 
Rudy Vallee era. At that time Os- 
borne maintained that Vallee had 
his crooning style and held 
much bitterness for Vallee, who is 
never known to have replied to the 
lifting charges. 

There was no contract between 
tomm and Osborne for the past few 
Two pacts had run out and 
then Romm and the bandmaster, be- 





copped 


years. 


cause of their close friendship, de- 
cided that contracts between them 
ere unnecessary. 


HENDERSON & BROWN 
SCOUT BASE CATALOG 


Ray Henderson and Lew Brown, 
decided to re-enter the 
music publishing business under the 
old name of Brown & Henderson, 
Inc., are scouting areund for a cata- 
log which would serve as the nu- 
cleus of their enterprise. 

It was reported that they were 
dickering for the Sun Music Co., but 
this was denied. 


who have 


JIVE PATRIOTISM 


San Francisco, Aug. 13. 
Linda Ware, Hollywood starlet, in- 


troduced new patriotic number of 
her own composition at Expositior 
Sunday (11). Calls it ‘Your Uncle 
Sam.’ 


It's on the jive side 
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Night Club Reviews 








TERRACE ROOM 


(HOTEL NEW YORKER, N. Y.) 





Woody Herman Orch (15) and 
Dillagene; Ice Revue with Erna An- 
derson, Nathan Walley, Alfred 
Trenkler, Ronny Roberts, DuReine 


Farley, Edith Dustman, Daphne 
Poole, Lillian Tribby, Grace May, 
DeLories Ziegfeld, Jerry White; 


Peter Kent Orch (6); Grace Shan- 
non at piano; dinners from $2; cover 
75c. and $1. 


Again the Terrace Room of the 


Hotel New Yorker has been given a 
facelift, a regular occurrence with 
each new band and a neat change of 
pace in decor that interprets itself in 
favorable comment and good busi- 
ness. With Woody Herman's crack 
combination in for six weeks or) 
longer, the aircooled room has been 
given a switch in its Alpine motit, 
as befits a setting for the ice show. 

Business has been terrif here, with 
three shows daily, including the 
complete ice revue for luncheon. 
Dinner is no problem; a band’s draw 
is measured therefore solely by the 
supper biz when the 75c. and $1 
cover obtains. 

Herman has brought in with hima 
smooth rhythmic organization, not 
too hard-driving yet terp-compelling. 
His team of four saxes, three trom- 
bones, three trumpets and _ four 
rhythm (piano, string bass, guitar 
and drums) is supplemented by the 
maestro featured on his licorice} 
stick. Herman, who first came to at- 
tention when with Isham Jones, is a| 
topflight clarinetist and knows how 
to handle himself and his support 
when sounding off. A. tall person- 
able lad, he’s a good front at the 
helm. 

Another highlight personality to) 
the fore is the very photogenic 
Dillagene who makes up for her) 
vocal shortcomings with a _ killer- 
diller personality. She’s a> looker | 
whom Herman picked up at Okla- 
homa A. & M. and the rep that 
the southwest enjoys on its pul- 
chritudinous batting average is more 
than sustained by Dillagene. She 
handles vocals in solo and in combo 
with one of the boys. 


| 


Ice revue is better than ever, a 
newcomer, Erna Anderson, from 
Norway, whamming ’em with big 


league ballet solo work, including a 
waltz and later an original rhumba 
creation on the skimmers, matched 
by an equally distinctive couture 
creation. 

Nathan Walley, world’s undefeated 
pro figure-skating champ, proves 
why with his solo opportunities. The 
change of pace in comedy and nov- 
elty are supplied by Alfred (Freddie) 


Trenkler, comedy cut-up, and 
Ronny Roberts with extraordinary 
stunt stuff. DuReine Farley, out of 


the ice ballet of six, is a looker who 
does solo specialities, and Edith Dust- 
man is another given solo opportuni- 
ties with Walley in graceful double 
routines, stepping out of the line. 
The supporting sextet in ensemble 
are an unusual collection of look- 
ers. Finale “Dutch Garden’ staging 
is exceptionally well costumed and 
conceived. 

Jerry White (nee Radio Franks) is 
a tiptop m.c.; Grace Shannon does 
musical interludes, and Peter Kent’s 
combo is the relief band. Herman 
and his Woodchoppers get off in more 
heated fashion at supper, holding 
down on the torridity for the dinner 
sessions, a cue that the veteran Max, 
the maitre d’hotel, wisely passed on 
to Herman. Like Paul at the door of 
the Persian Room; Francois who pre- 
sides at the Rainbow Room’s velvet 
rope; Joe Lopez, the v.p. in charge 
of keeping them out of the Stork 
Club, and other personality front- 
men in the high spots around town, 
Max jealously presides over his 
Terrace Room, a veteran since the 
late Ralph Hitz days and still carry- 
ing on for the new Frank Andrews 
administration. Abel. 


| plenty of zing. 


| her 


i generally okay singers. 


(ASBURY PARK, N. J.) 


Asbury Park, Aug. 10. 
Ethel Waters, Eddie Oliver’s Orch 
(9) with Jay Jerome and Anne 
Judson; minimums, week days and 
Sundays, $1.50; Saturdays and holi- 
days, 3. 





zr 


Ross-Fenton Farms, 
the aegis of society 
Davis, 
tion that has made it 
along the Jersey ccast for years. 
Although prices have been cut since 
the stiff tariffs of the boom days of 
Asbury Park, they are still high 
enough, however, to retrict the 
patronage to the well-heeled social 
registerites and the good syenders. 

Since the opening at the beginning 
of the summer, Davis has kept the 


now under 


‘ROSS FENTON FARMS 


aestro Mever | 
is still keeping up the tradi- | 
the class spot | 


{has a nice voice but indicates a need 
for salesmanship and delivery. Ellen 
Connor goes into the same category 
though she has the edge because of 
a good appearance. 

In the floor show are two repeat- 
ers, Jimmy Byrnes has been play- 
ing stock in this spot and fits in well 
enough with his simple tap routines. 
Don and Beverly are a meaningless 
little dance team that has as its best 


selling point a quick and mediocre 


run-through of various types and 
styles of dancing. For hoke pop 
appeal, this gets ’em by. Gold. 


MARDEN’S RIVIERA 
(ENGLEWOOD, N. J.) 


Englewood, N. J., Aug. 9 
Chandra-Kaly Dancers (3) 





Chester Hale Line (16), Harry Rich- | 


man, Sophie Tucker, Joe E. Lewis, 
Leo Reisman and Pancho Orchs; 
$3.50 and $4 minimum. 


In the evolution of freedom of 


, thought, expression and intimate cafe | 


policy -cf giving the customers one | 


good act instead of a conglomeration 
of mediocre ones. This week the 


| attraction is Ethel Waters, and again 


the show is clicko. (Previous bills 
here have included Joc E. Lewis, 
Danny Kaye, the Hartmans; coming, 
Hildegarde). 

Miss Waters lives up to her repu- 
tation as a super-salesweman of 
songs. Her only faul:—if it is a 
fault—is in leaving the customers 
literally with their tor ues hanging 
out begging for more. Cutting short 
her stint at this catching (Saturday, 


| supper) served as a come-on to keep 


the diners at their places for the 
midnight show. 
Her first two numbers are in the 


| semi-spiritual style and done with 


Me’ and ‘Ain’t Gonna Sin No More.’ 
She then swings into a _ half-sing, 
half-talk version of Cole Porter’s 
‘Miss Otis Regrets,’ winding up with 
two standby faves, ‘Stormy 
Weather’ and ‘Dinah.’ No -.mount 
of persuasion by the aud could bring 
an encore. 
whe doubles as m.c., a’.ed that they 


remain for the late show to get the 


rest of Miss Waters’ ‘epertoire. 
Oliver’s crew 


ear-soothing and danceable. Jay 


Jerome and Anne Judson handle the | 


vocals smoothly. The entire layout 
is in keeping with the atmosphere, 


which is rich and relaxing. The 
Farms are Luilt on the banks of 
Shal. 


beautiful Deal Lake. 


BLACKHAWK, CHI 


Chicago, Aug. 7. 
Herbie Kay Orch (12) with Ken 
Nealy, Ellen Connor, Jimmy Byrnes, 
Don and Beverly. 
Evidence of wnat can be done with 
a name is found week after week in 
the Blackhawk. Here is a room laid 
out distastefully, with posts hiding 


the floor to a good part of the cus-| 


tomers; yet business remains profit- 
ble 

Herbie Kay, for a long time now a 
Chicago fave, has the current band 
in here and is doing a good job of 
it at the gate and on the hoof music. 
He is still remembered locally for 
his introduction of Dorothy Lamour, 
who later became his wife. But 
Kay doesn’t need Lamour. He is 
joing all right, and so is the Black- 
hawk, will always do well as 
long as there are name bands to 
make the customers forget the posts, 
etc 

Kay's 
smooth, sweet 
moved from 
He goes in 
music, a t! 
bands of late 

Serious lack in Kay’s current setup 
is novelty. He uses one or two nov- 
elty songs but they are frankly iden- 
tified with other orchestras. Kay 
should go out on the search for some 
musical novelties and make them dis- 
tinctly his own. 

With Kay are a couple of young 
Ken Nealy 


which 


aggregation is a 
oup that is far 

shageroo and swing. 
for ballads and soft 
end adopted by many 


current 








1803 RKO BLDC. 
Radio City, New York 


FRED C. WILLIAMSON and HERB GORDON 


announce the opening of 


GORDON & WILLIAMSON, Inc. 


Artist Management 


Telephone 
Circle 6-7480 

















TWO OF THE COMING 


The hit of bygone days 


’M SO 


Woods Theatre Bidz. 





BIGGEST HITS OF THE YEAR 
SWEET AS HONEY 


AND - - - A Brand New Bounce Novelty Tune 


A terrific ftyria and melody—both arranged by Ken Churchill, 
ene ef Chicago's foremost arrangers. 


SAM BOSTON - MUSIC PUBLISHER 


you asked us te revive 


CUTE 


Chicago 








REO 


|Rights in 
' States 


They are ‘Half cf | 


Bandleader Eddie Oliver, | 


(Band Reviews) is | 


re-| 


tthe AFM. However, it caused little | 


modes and manners which all com- 
bine to spell 1940, under the bill of | 
these glorious United | 
of America, lots of changes | 
have taken place. For example, you | 
probably remember way back when! 
Fanny was merely a girl’s name; cer- | 
tain epithets weren't unblushingly | 
accepted as polite parlor conversa- | 
tion: anv reference to ‘being the sec- 
ond jerk from the on a tug-of- 
war team didn’t connote something 
else again. 


end 


Which is an indirect approach to 
Sophie Tucker’s idea of Yiddish | 
comedy at her Riviera (Englewood, | 
N. J., roadhouse) debut. The lyrics | 
(presumbly by her favorite author, | 
| Jack Yellen) have to do with the) 
Bronx version of the conga, and if 
Ben Marden wants to endow his | 
beautiful Riviera with a neo-Bronx | 
aura that’s his affair. As it is also! 
|Miss Tucker’s. But if they don't 
(Continued on page 45) 





Concert Soloists 


Continued from page 33 














chestras, or such men as Leopold 
stokowski, are already members of 
both unions. 
Previous Status 

Apparently Petrillo is either in 
ignorance of, or has chosen to 
the action of the AFM 
'board two years ago, 
a letter from the then AFM presi- 
ident, Joseph M. Weber, to AGMA. 
In that communication, the AFM 
board was understood to have 
ceded AGMA’s right to represent 


ignore 
executive 
as outlined in 


solo instrumentalists, although re- 
serving nominal ‘jurisdicticn’ over 
such artists. 

Despite Petrillo’s ultimatum 
AGMA leaders claim there is little 
that the AFM ean do to seriously 
interfere with AGMA or otherwise 
force soloists into the musicians’ 
ranks. Apparently the only thing 


Petrillo could do would be to refuse 
to let AFM members with | 
AGMA members. 

Orchestras without guest soloists 
cannot draw consistently at the b.o 
that AFM mem- 
work with AGMA 
members would almost certainly kill 
such concert series as Petrillo’s own 
pet project, the Grand Park, Chi- 
cago, open-air concerts, which have 
drawn tremendous audiences chiefly 


work 


ruling 


Therefore, a 


bers couldn't 


on the strength of such name guests 
as Lily Pons, Moore, etc. 
Furthermore instrumentalists 
can and frequently do give concerts 
with only a single accompanist. 
Most serious angle of the situation 
may be the possibility that, if no 
settlement is reached, Petrillo might 
|extend his battle into the whole Four | 
| A’s field, involving radio, films, legit 
and vaudeville-niteries. Such a de-| 
} velopment is admittedly remote and, 
in any case, the name performers in 
the Four A’s membership would 
have a clear advantage over the rank 
and file musicians. In 
alysis, the boxoffice 
actor-singer names was the deter- | 
mining factor in the Four A's victory 
last summer over the IATSE. 


Grace 


solo 


the last an- 
power of the 


Seen possible that Petrillo’s move | Lake, 


to include solo instrumental and ac- | 


companist performers in the AFM |, 


membership may have quick reper- | 
cussions in the vaude-nitery field. 
\Stage or nitery acts using musical | 
instruments or instrumental accom- | 
|paniment would presumably be cov- 
ered in any extension of the Petrillo 
,demand and, in fact, such a ruling 
was passed a couple of years ago by 





notice at the time. If vaude and | 
nitery performers were forced to | 
join the musicians’ union it would 
necessitate their holding two cards, 
since AGVA’s jurisdiction from the 
Four A’s covers this field. AGVA 
already has closed shop agreements | 
at numerous spots. 


con- \ 


ia limited engagement at 
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(Week ending Aug. 10, 1940) 
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On The Upbeat 











Tommy Dorsey, set to open the 
new Hollywood Palladium Oct. 15, 
will be followed by five other bands, 
which are already set. They are 
Glenn Miller, Artie Shaw, Kay Ky- 
ser, Glen Gray and Larry Clinton, 

Jan Garber checks out of the Casa 
Manana, Ft. Worth, today (Wed.) for 
a tour of West Coast ballrooms. 





Jimmie Lunceford and his orch fol- 
low Jan Garber into the Casa 
Manana, with an _ innovation of 
weekly jam sessions every Monday 
night, 


—-_—__— 


Lani McIntire checks out of Wil- 
lows, Pittsburgh, tomorrow - (15) 


|after month’s run, and will be fol- 
|}lowed next night by Billy Yates for 


indefinite stay. 

Clyde Knight band opened return 
engagement Monday (12) at West 
View Park, Pittsburgh, replacing 
the Manny Prager outfit. 

Johnny Wiles into New Penn. 
Pittsburgh, for two weeks, succeed- 
ing Herbert Fritschie, and will be 
followed Aug. 23 by band of Joe 
Villella, KQV announcer in that city 

Harry James 
(18) at Roton 
Norwalk, Conn. 


Sunday 
South 


one-nights 


Point Park, 


Tommy Reynoldg ends season at 
Playland, Rye, N. Y., Aug. 30. 


Charles Harding’s and Billy Diehl’s 
bands alternate at Wilmer Vogt’s 
Tavern, Mountainhome, Pa. 


Bob Auman’s West Chester Teach- 
ers’ College Crew will finish sum- 
season at the Oak Grove House. 
near East Stroudsburg, Pa, 


mer 


Artie Shaw is taking his new band 
to San Francisco Sept. 12 for a long- 
term booking at the Palace hotel, 

Ben Eaton’s band at the grill at 
Bockwood Inn, 
ware, Pa, 


Shawnee-on-Dela- 


Tony Pastor started week's 
gagement at Hamid’s Million Dollar 
Pier in A. C. on Sunday (11) Mal 
Hallet ended week’s Satur- 
day (10), 


en- 


Stay 


Larry Clinton began week's stay 
at Atlantie City’s Steel Pier on 
Saturday (10). Orrin Tucker's band 


and Bonnie Baker played Sun- 
day (11). Alex Bartha alternated 
with both, 


Bill Nappl, Birmingham maestro 
has signed for an indefinite Summer 
stay at Panama City, Fla.. Beach. 
The band opened there Monday (5). 


Waliy Stoefler playing at Idora 
Park, Youngstown, O. 


Gene Beecher recently opened (3) 


Yankee 
near Sharon, Pa. 


Freddy Martin, Jim Grier 
At Plantation, Dallas, 
_ After Houston Spot Burns 


Dallas, Aug 13 
Plantation Club in Dallas is cur. 
rently giving its customers two name 
bands, Freddy Martin and Jimmy 
Grier, for the price of one, as the re. 
sult of the former being burned out 
of another spot, the Plantation Clu} 





in Houston, Rather than pay off 
Martin and let him idle, Dick 
Wheeler and Joe Landwehr, joint 


owners of the two clubs, decided to 
bring the two bands together, 
Grier opened last Wednesday (7) fo: 
a week's stay, while Martin was 
slated to open for a like run last 
Saturday (10). The fire occurred 
early that day. 

Despite the double bill the Dallas 
Plantation Club retained its scale of 
55c. week nights and 84c. on Satur- 
day. The Houston spot had one of 
the largest dance floors in the state 
Loss was estimated at $45,000 





Music Notes 


and Fred Rose fed 


Ray Whitley 
three songs for RKO’s ‘Wagon Train’ 
Numbers are ‘Wagon Trai: Wh 
Shore and ‘Roundup Time 
Dreamland’, 


Dr. Richard Hageman conducts a 
44-piece orchestra to record his ow 
score for Frank Lloyd’s ‘Tha Hoy 


ards of Virginia’, 

Leeds Music publishing “Conga 
Chain.’ a new number by the v “rs 
of ‘Six Lessons from Madame La 
Zonga.’ 

Toby Prin, WCCO, Minneapolis 


n librarian, crashed the national 
network (CBS) with one of his com- 
positions for the first time when 
Autry, broadcasting from the 
Auditorium here, used his ‘Blanket 


huSsICc 


Gene 





Me With Western Skies of Blue 
Anthony Collins is wo xo 
musical arrangements for ‘No No 
Nanette’ 
Felix Bernard will be married to 
Natalie Stevens, a non-pro, of New- 
ark, Saturday afternoon (17) at 'The 


Brook, Summit, N. J. 
posed ‘Dardenella.’ 


Bernard cor 





— - eee : — | 


JIMMIE 
LUNCEFORD 


And HIS ORCHESTRA 


CASA MANANA 
CULVER CITY, CAL. 


Mgt. HAROLD OXLEY 
17 East 49th St, New York 
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Philadelphia, Aug. 13. 

Frank Palumbo, who operates the 
night club here bearing his name, 
the Renault Tavern in Atlantic City 
end the Club Avalon in Wildwood, 
N. J. filed suit on Thursday (8) in 
United States District Court here 
egainst Music Corporation of Amer- 
ica, asking for $25,000 damages on 
preach of contract charges involving 
the booking of bands by that office 
for his Renault Tavern. Suit was 
fled by Edward W. Furia and 
Charlie Solit, Palumbo’s attorneys, 
and papers were served the same 
day on Dick Ingram, exclusive 
pooker for the spot, Ingram opened 
his own office here several years ago 
efter leaving Rockwell-O’Keefe in 
New York. Although not joined as 
defendant, Ingram is characterized 
in the bill of complaint as an em- 
ployee or agent for MCA. 

Palumbo’s burn came on the heels 
cf a ruling from the AFM that he 
would have to honor Dick Stabile’s 
coniract or stand the possibility of 
having all his three niteries placed 
on the union blackball column. As 
# result, Sonny James, booked in by 
Consolidated Radio Artists, pulled 
out Saturday (10) to let Stabile 
lined up by MCA earlier in the 
season, play the week he lost out 
when he cancelled a week of one- 
nighters to make the Atlantic City 
spot. Since then MCA lost the ac- 
count to CRA, which had it origin- 
Elly, only to lose it before the season 
staried when they couldn't 
dance remote time on CBS. 





ce 





clear 
There 





is no NBC outlet at the seashore 
resort. James comes back Satur- 
day (17). 
Sub Musicians 
Allegations made in the bill of 


complaint are many. First of all, 
claims that MCA failed to make the 
personnel of the bands known 
the result that substitute musicia 
were being used. Further, charges 
his contract gave him protection on 
iné bands, providing that they 
wouldn’t play in the vicinity of the 
resort during the 1940 summer 
son, but one of the bands did play 
In the vicinity just before coming 
1 for him. 
Contract 


With 


S@a- 


; was further voided, bill 
alleges, when the promised network 


| time 


‘Bands at the Boxoffice 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, ts the estimated cover | 
e business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. | 





wasn't forthcoming. Claims 
MCA binder guaranteed two and a 
half hours of network shots a week 
and the agency failed to deliver. 
Also avers that contract with MCA 
provided that if a band proved 
unprofitable, plaintiff had the priv- 
ilege of cancelling all future con- 
tracts on bands. 

As a result, clsims that he engaged 
another band with the full know!]- 
edge of the defendant. However, 
Siabile, originally set for two weeks, 
insisted on getting in that one week 


he lost on the cancelled one-niters. | 


Union subsequently upheld Stabile. 

While the bill of complaint men- 
tions only the Stabile situation, MCA 
bands referred to can only mean 
Eddie LeBaron and Ina Ray Huiton, 
each plaving two weeks for the 
office with James following Hutton 
for CRA, It is known that LeBaron 
had to call on sub musicians the 
night he opened, several boys in the 
band being banged up in an auto 
accident while making the Atlantic 
City jump from the Baker Hotel in 
Dallas. Also, Ina Ray played a one- 
niter the Saturday previous to her 
opening for Palumbo at the Gateway 
Casino, nitery just outside of Atlan- 
tic City at Somers Point, 

Opening night at Renault Tavern 
almost created a similar situation 
with two bands holding contracts 
ready to play. Don Bestor, originally 
set to start the fortnightly CRA band 
parade, called Palumbo the day be- 
fore and said he was set to go. 
Union at that time nullified Bestor’s 
contract and cleared the way for 
Eddie LeBaron to open for MCA. 
Most of the during Le- 
Baron's tenur were blitzed by the 
Petrillo-radio remote strike and 
political conventioning, 


remotes 


W itmark’s Blossom Rights 


Witmark end of the Warner Bros 
publ 
copyright renewals on 
the late Harry Blossom. 
made with the latter's widow, 
Wilson Blossom. 

Blossom wrote the lyrics for a 
number of Victor Herbert's operettas, 
including ‘Madamoiselle Modiste,’ 
‘Princess Pat,’ ‘Aileen’ and “The Only 
Girl,’ 


ishing obtained the 


group has 


Deal was 
Marv 























From 





Thanks— 


Gentlemen of the Press 


SHAPIRO, SEELEN AND LEE 


Writers of 

“Who Gets Top Billing?” 
Starring 

‘Harry, Sophie and Joe’ 


at Ben Marden’s Riviera 


} 


° asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the | 
{Total represents three days. 


| Amusement 


Alleges Booking Irregularities Cost Him Coin—| 
Burns at AFM Threat on Stabile 


—~ | Chicago 


Frank Palumbo Sues MCA for $25,000 


Donahue Unmovable 


Until Oct., AFM Rules 


Al Donahue has been barred by 


ae . the American Federati ) si- 
—. business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel yive| . ae reg cage = ee 
“ «a, capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and | as from switching his booking af- 
stg price.) | filiation from General Amusement 
oer Cov Total | Wie ad 7, 
wWeehe aoeee Pre and | Corp. to the William Morris office | 
ice Hotel Played Week On Date | until October, when his contract | 
W ill Hudson. Te ..Lincoln (225; 50c-$1) oe 1 54 \ eeeeee 1 450 450 with the former organizat ion ex- 
P - 75c-$1:! + yy S75 |: : 
WW cody Herman...New Yorker prea Se - renee ; : 5 pires. Ruling was made after Frank 
Russ Morgan. ....Pennsylvania (509; 75c-$1.50).....++. 525 : EA A aes 
Tommy Dorsey*..Astor (900; 75c-$1)........ scscccccce 12 3,225 37,228) Walsh, Donahue’s manager, had cited 
Ray Kinney*.....Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50).....+..6. 13 1,275 16,871,;GAC before the union for an ad- 
Alvino Rey..++++Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50).......e0ee08 7 425 4,220 judication of the contract dispute be- 
a tween the band leader and the GAC. 


Morris office had Donahue set for 
@ stay this month at the Chez Paris. 
night club 
had put 


General 
Donahue on 


end 


! . . 
notice against accepting the date. In 


| 
| 


addition to warning the Morris of- 
fice against interfering meanwhile in 
the relations between Donahue and 
GAC the union made it plain to 
General Amusement that it must 
make every effort possible to obtain 


| work for Donahue between now and 


October. 





MUSIC STRIKE 


‘last 
| union 


THREAT IN 
ATLANTA 


Atlanta, Aug. 13. 


American Federation of Musicians | 
threatened toa withdraw | 
burg’s 


week 


musicians from this 


Henry Grady Hotel as result of boy- 
|cott imposed on hostelry by Atlanta 


Federation of Trades resulting from 


|alleged dismissal of two union em- 


|ployees. Threatened withdrawal of 
union tooters from hotel was con- 
tained in telegram from James C. 


| Petrillo, prez of 


|}manager of 


American Federa- 
tion of Musicians, to Juddie Johnson, 
hotel's Spanish- Room, 
town’s only dine and dance spot ac- 
tive in summer months. 

Johnson, declining to affirm or 
deny receipt of Petrillo’s ultimatum, 
which gives hotel until Aug. 24 to 
settle its differences with union, said: 
‘The Spanish Room will continue to 


| have music from now on.’ 


the works of | 

















Pickets are on duty at both front 
and side entrances of Henry Grady 
and union taxi drivers are lending 
sympathy by refusing to pick up or 
discharge passengers at hotel. 

Walter Powell orchestra, featuring 
Woody and Betty, are current in 
Henry Grady’s Spanish Room. 


Court Rules Mills Must 


Defend in California: 


Pair Charge Song Lift 


Hollywood. Aug, 13 


Music publisihnng houses maintain- 
ing branch offices in California come 
under jurisdiction of its laws. Ac- | 
cording to ruling handed down by 
the state appellate court in deny- 
ing appeal of Mills Music Co. from 
suit brought by Louis Gilbert and 
Selma Shelly charging song in- 
fringement Mills argues that pair 
should have been filed in New York 


where outfit has headquarters, De- 
cision throws case back to superior 
court for trial. 

Plaintiffs charge Mills firm, Irving 
Mills and Henry Nemo, composer of 
‘Blame It On My Last Affair,’ lifted 
from their song, ‘Longing for 


They demand share in profits 


musk 


You.’ 


LONDON PUBS IN N.Y. 


Here. Connelly and Dash 


Deal 


Camptell 
Near 


another Lon- 
don music publisher just arrived in 
the .U. S. on business. He's with 
Noel Gay now 

Ex-partner Reg Connelly, in New 
York for some weeks, is now await- 
ing arrival, probably this weekend, 
of his wife and 16-vear-old son Pat. 
Connelly has just bought ‘Ill Never 
Smile Again’ from Tommy Dorsey 


Jimmy Campbell is 


/ (Sun Music) and in turn has placed 


several of his English copyrights for 
American publication. 

Irwin Dash, American, now back 
in the U. S.. returned from his na- 
tive Denver this week and will prob- 


ably consummate a long pending 
deal whereby Dash and Connelly 
take over Superior Music, an inaie 


outfit in New York, which Desh wiil 
operate. 


| 





‘Sues on Song Used In 


Suit of Serge Adeiheim, assignee 
of one Beresonsky, Russian composer 
| (first name unknown), against War- 
ner Bros. Pictures, Inc., was _ re- 
vealed Wednesday (7) in the N. Y. 
supreme court when the film com- 
pany filed an application for a dis- 
missal on the grounds that the court 
had no jurisdication over the mat- 
ter, and the complaint tailed to state 
a cause of action. Warners’ request 
will be argued Aug. 16. 

Adelheim seeks $5,000 damages, 
claiming that the Warner film ‘Brit- 
ish Agent,’ used a song entitled “Be 
Still My Grief, Be Still,’ written by 
Beresonsky. 


ENJOIN RIOTOUS CAFE 
IN ATLANTIC CITY 


Atlantic City, Aug. 13. 

New Jersey’s Court of Chancery 
raised its eyebrow Thursday (8) at 
the Renault Tavern’s after-midnight 
noises. The swank Traymore Hotel 
next door complained this Board- 
walk niterie was keeping its guests 
awake, and after listening to lawyers 
|}on both sides for an hour, Vice- 
Chancellor W. F. Sooy issued an in- 
junction against the tavern. 

Injunction prohibits Renault Tav- 
ern from beating tom-toms and 
drums and sounding cymbals and 
brasses after midnight ‘in such a 
manner as toe disturb hotel guests.’ 

Ina Ray Hutton, whose band left 
| the tavern a week previously, would 
|have been plenty sore to hear the 
idefense put up by Frank Palumbo 
'and John D'Agostino, proprietors of 
| the tavern. 
‘ton ‘disobeyed my instructions and 
played loud music.’ Then he purred: 
‘...but our present band, Sonny 
i James’, plays music that’s soft, sweet 
,and soothing.’ 





- Petrillo Keeps Park Job 


Chicago, Aug. 13. 
Petrillo, President 
Federation of Musicians 


| James a 
| American 


WB ‘British Agent’ Film nickel-in-slotting at 


Palumbo said Miss Hut- | 


t 


and of Chicago local AFM, was re- | 


| appointed a Commissioner of Chi- 
cago Park Board Friday (9), by 
Mayor Edward J. Kelly. 

Appointment is for 
years, 


four more 


——_—____ —_ —_ 


Mary Marshall's all-gir] band is at 
Craig Beach, near Youngstown, O 


; trombone 


Noisy, Showoffy Jitterbugs Provoke 


Suburban Crisis; Neighbors Weary 


Detroit, Aug. 13. 
of Bob’s Swing Bow], 
Dearborn, De- 
troit suburb, decided last week 
they'd had enough of juvenile ex- 
uberance and decided to do some- 
thing about it. A petition signed by 
100 swing-weary neighbors was sub- 
mitted to the City Council demand- 
ing that the Swing Bowl license be 
revoked. But youth revolted and 
marched en masse on the council 
bearing placards’ which screamed 
‘Keep the Swing Bowl Open’ and 


Neighbors 


‘We Like Pop and Ice Cream—Not 


Beer and Whiskey.’ 

The petitioners weren't sure about 
the latter, however. They said some 
of the kids carried flasks, and that 
there were empties strewn on neigh- 
boring lawns. 

Petting parties were also frequent, 
they said, and there was much pro- 


fane and obscene language. Cem- 
plainants also objected to the im- 


promptu and uproarious motorcycle 
parades which were held around the 
Bowl. They said as many as 15 
cyclists took part at a time, with the 
intent of impressing their _ girl 
friends, 

Councilman Clarence Doyle be- 
came a rug-cutters’ friend by re- 
marking that the fault was that of 
the police department for not curb- 
ing excessive noise. He pointed out 
that Hobart Hirsch, the proprietor, 
kept good order within the Bowl, but 
couldn't be held responsible for the 
outside racket. 

The complaint all ended with 
Council members promising that the 
noise cutside the Swing Bow] would 
be stopped. 

Inside Miller, the Dorseys, Krupa 
et al will continue to delight the 
unrestrained patrons of the district's 
most popular juke box joint. 


TOMMY REYNOLDS DUE 
INTO PARAMOUNT, N.Y. 





Tommy Reynolds, who's been at 
the Playland Casino, Rye, N. Y., for 
the season, inked a long term con- 
tract with MCA which provides for 
a stand at the Paramount theatre, 
N. Y., early in October. 

Simultaneous with the agreement's 
consummation the following changes 
have been made in the band’s per- 
sonnel: Lenny Ross supplants Pea- 
nuts Hucko on tenor, Joe Kurtz 
supersedes Whitey Orton as drum- 
mer, and Tom Bell takes over the 
and vocalling from Joe 


Neil and Gene Saunders respectively. 





——— | 
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LOVE 


A New Bollod by Carl 


"mM NOBODY’S BABY 


Sung by Judy 











Sigmon, Ralph Free d, 


Gerlond inM G-Ms, 


CHARLIE WAS A SAILOR 


A Truly Originol Novelty Song 


paRAtE 
oF HITS 


LIES 


Joseph Meyer 


“andy Hordy Meets Debutonte 








— ON THE WAY !— 


Watch for the most Nov 


from the 
M-G-M Picture, 





el Song Compcign ever 


OUR LOVE AFFAIR 


Mickey Rooney - Judy a 
“Strike Up The Bond 


ottempted on 


Gorlond - Poul Whitemon 
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LON MOONEY, Prot. mgr. 
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PA. NITERY OPS 
BURNING AT 
BOOZE BD. 


os 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 13. 
Growing resentment locally and 
elsewhere among cafe and restau- 
rant owners over ‘dictatorial’ attitude 


of State Liquor Control Board may | 


result in strong night club lobby at 
next session of Pennsylvania legis- 
lature. Talk of organization is al- 
ready widespread and is expected | 


‘COLONIAL, DET., PLANS 





Good boxoffice during the past 
season has prompted the return of 
a stage show policy for the Colonial 
theatre, Detroit, starting Sept. 22. 
Ray Schreiber, exec with the Mid- 
west Theatres, Inc., of which the 
Colonial is a link, and Sol Berns, 
booker with the circuit, are coming 
to New York Aug. 19 to set talent. 
The New York end of the booking 
is being handled by Charles Allen, 
/long associated with Berns as his 
Gotham rep. 

Presently, the policy of the house 
is straight pix. Last season was the 
first for the Colonial with regular 
stage shows. 








to assume more concrete form in | 
next couple of months. 


Nitery operators claim strict and 
endless new regulations of booze li- 
censees are making it tougher and 
tougher for them to make a living. | 
Every other week or so, they point | 
out, control board comes up with | 
another one, each tougher than be- 
fore and all designed to make an 
honest penny in the cafe field next | 
to impossible. 

Latest ruling banning all mixing 


ON PHILLY CAFE 


Philadelphia, Aug. 13. 
The court battle over who is to 
run the swanky Arcadia Restaurant 


| wound up in the appointment of a 
with customers of house employes, | Federal 


receiver Wednesday (7). 


in show or otherwise, has cut se-| Federal Judge Guy K. Bard named 
verely into several spots here, since | Francis E. Webster, credit manager 


it's practically eliminated the stags, | o¢ Abbott's Dairies, 


the cow-juice 


upon whom hot spots could count | concern being a heavy creditor with 


for a great share of their nightly 
receipts. Even the father of a chorus 
girl, under the present law, can’t in- 
vite her to his table for a spot of 
food or drink. 

It’s generally agreed that Penn- 
sylvania licensees are the toughest 
in the country, and understood in 
the trade that this can be traced 
directly to Governor Arthur James, 
known to be an ardent dry. 


INTL. CASINO LIABLE 
FOR $4,304 IN SALARIES 





American Guild of Variety Artists 
has won an award of $4,304 in a 
dispute with Chester H. Canning 
and the defunct International Ca- 
sino, in a ruling handed down by 
the American Arbitration Assn. 
over claims for back salaries. Con- 
tract with Canning, as operator of 
the Broadway nitery, called for ar- 
bitration of disputes. 

Award involved salary for 37 
chorusers ($45 and $50 a week) and 
16 principals ($100 to $600 a week), 
plus 6% interest. Canning claimed 
some of the performers involved 
signed releases, but that was dis- 
allowed by the arbiters. 

However, the 
not held to strict application of an 
agreement to ‘give a week’s notice 
of intention not to pick up the cast’s 
contracts for an additional four 


weeks. When the Casino closed, the 
cast was paid off by checks, on 
which payment was subsequently 


stopped 


Cafe Society Sets 


Uptown Branch 


Opening of Cafe Society Uptown, 
57th st. branch of the Greenwich 
Village, N.° Y., spot, has been set for 
Sept. 27. Jack Guilford, former m.c. 
at the downtown Cafe Society and 
currently in ‘Meet the 
legiter, in San Francisco, will handle 
the reins of the new setup. Rest of 
the show will be moved up from the 
Village and will include Albert Am- 


mons, Meade Lux Lewis, Golden 
Gate Quartette and Hazel Scott 
Same boogie-woogie music policy 


will prevail at both spots. 

Pete Johnson and Joe Turner will 
remain in the Village, while Billie 
Holliday, who was there some time 
ago, will be brought back. Small 
name band is also being talked for 
one or the other of the niteries. 


management was 


People,’ | 


$10,519 in unpaid bills. Webster re- 
placed another receiver appointed 
week previous by Common Pleas 
Court and will be the official boni- 
face for 14 days only and then re- 
port back to court as to whether the 
Arcadia, long a fashionable down- 
town spot, should be continued. 

New receiver represents setback 
|for Mrs. Anne Kugler 
| daughter of the late William Boothby 





who took the cafe over after 


| act policy of Arthur Padula. 


Harry Tully and John M. Roberts, : 
/former associates of Kugler, joined | Less than 10 paid-up members at- 
It | tended. 
was against the two that Mrs. Der- | Blame for 
directed her suit in Common 
Pleas Court on the ground they had | _ 
proved themselves ‘disloyal friends’ | Chicago for past 


in asking for the new receiver. 


ham 


VAUDE RESUMPTION 


Derham, | 
| Membership meeting called Thurs- | 
Kugler, prominent restaurant figure | day (8) by local American Guild 
it | Variety Artists for purpose of nom- | 
| faltered under the name band and | inating a new executive ge “ 
nad to 


‘CBS BOOKING 


—_—_—_-— 


Chicago, Aug. 13. 

Columbia Artists Bureau, subsidi- 
ary of Columbia network, will book 
the Riverside, Milwaukee, starting 
week of Sept. 6. Marks first time in 
history of radio and vaudeville busi- 
ness that a network artists bureau 
will book a vaude house. 

Arrangement for the booking was 
made through Riverside theatre’s ad- 
vertising agency here, Goodkind, 
Joice & Morgan. 

Ed Weisfeldt, for many years man- 
ager of the Riverside and who has 
done an outstanding job of money- 
making in a situation fraught with 
obstacles, particularly the lack of 
picture product, continues as direc- 
tor of the theatre under new booking 
| 





setup and is in conference already 
on first shows, which indicate will 
include several changes from present 
policy. Herbert I. Rosenthal, execu- 
tive head of Columbia Artists, was 
in Chicago to complete deal along 
with Newt Elliott, chief of Chicago 
office of Columbia Artists. 

Lew Goodkind, 
Charles Schwerub, owner of prop- 
erty, indicated that house will be 
booked out of Chicago office of Co- 
lumbia Artists by Nan Elliott, with 
New York also handling for eastern 
attractions. 


CHI AGVA FAILS TO 








_—_— 


Chicago, Aug. 13. 


the second session which 
disband without conducting business 





small 
laid to heat by officers 


couple 


of her late father in seeking to oust | Thursday it was 85. 


her from control of the club. 


To complicate the proceedings fur- 
ther, David D. Goff, attorney for Al- 
agent for the 
| Widener estate, which owns the Ar- 

cadia property, told Judge Bard the 

estate seeks early repossession of the 
company assertedly 
rent and 
arrears in main- 
for electricity, re- 


bert M. Greenfield, 


premises, cafe 
being $21,000 behind in 
nearly $15,000 in 
| tenance charges 
frigeration and elevator service. 


2 Vaude Spots Resume 








Shortly in Philly Area’ ,,7"° 


Philadelphia, Aug. 13. 


Vaude returns to this locale soon | 


at two indie houses, Fay’s here and 


|the Towers, Camden, N.J., but War- | 


iner Bros., is evidently still adamant 
in its stand against the 
/}union’s demands. 


Aug. 23, while Fay’s relights Sept. 
7. Latter house is operated and 
booked by Eddie Sherman, who also 
buys the shows for the Towers. 


musicians 


Camden house resumes stage shows | 


| 3-DECKER AMUS. CENTER? 
Spanish Relenets Sten 
Nitery-Vaude Spot in Mexico City 


Mexico City, Aug. 13. 
Spanish political refugee interests 


floor to house a cinema, the second 
|a European style 
| third a sort of continental 
| ville show. 
center is to be known as 
agerit, the Arabic 
Madrid. It is expected to get going 
in mid-winter. 


vaude- 





~ VAUDE HOUSE 


Weisfeldt and | 


| MUSTER QUORUM 


attendance was 


Temperature has been over 100 in | 
weeks. 


Cinema- 


| are arranging to establish in a prom- 
|inent local downtown spot a three- 
{ 

decker amusemient center, the first 


cabaret and the 


name for 


SOUTH SEAS MOTIF 
SPREADING FURTHER 


Monte Proser-Walter Batchelor, 
who operate Beachcomber niteries 
on Broadway and in Boston, the 
Zombie at the World's Fair and the 
La Conga in Hollywood, will open 
two more Beachcomber spots, One 


BID IN N. Y. 
will be in Miami Beach and will 


Variet Revue Theatr ; 
preem in time for the winter sea- | y re Asin, 


BURLEY SOLONS' 
NIX THEATRE 


























4 | which is the layman group get 
son, the other is to unshutter short- |by Mayor LaGuardia back in _ 
ly in Providence, | to regulate burlesque, evidently has 
They're also looking for an east | the power to stop showmen who 
side New York spot along the same | plan to enter the field, or reopen a 
South Sea idea. Proser is addi-| former house of that type. This ig 
tionally partnered with Batchelor, | evident by the association's refusaj 
talent agent, in the operation of the | to admit to membership Harlem 
Stamford (Conn.) Community thea- | Shows, Inc., involving Sidney Gor. 
tre, a strawhat. 'dan and Dave Rosen, who want ty 
| reopen the Triboro theatre on 125t) 
| streets as a burlesk spot (or ‘Follies’ 
as now politely called in New York) 
> " Association requires that each 
| member theatre post a $1,000 cash 
bond to insure its living up to q 
| moral code; also another initial $509 
| for quarterly expenses of adminis. 
| tering the code. The ‘expenses’ are 
replenished each quarter, the 
|; amount depending on how much igs 
Atlantic City, Aug. 13. spent. If a house is found delin. 
’ sacgart | auent, or violating the code, it is 
| On July 28 Mayor Tom Taggart | fined. Latter comes out of the bond 
and 50 cops descended on Club Har- | 4 goes into the general, or ex. 
lem, Wonder Bar and Belmont Club, | pense fund. Theatre must immedi. 
three niteries with gambling rooms | ately kick in the amount of the fine 
on the side, and captured 32 prison- | 5° that there’s always a full $1,000 
. | bond on hand, 
ers and three truckloads of gaming | * 
; sa | In turning down Gordan and 
paraphernalia, Last Thursday (8) Rosen, John G. McCormack, who is 
the Mayor went back to the same | secretary ofthe association, stated 
| places with a group of detectives, | that the nix was due to the Associa- 
brake in and found brand new gam- tion's belief that the neighborhood 
P , Ey | was not suitable for burlesk, and 
ing equipment had been installed that the house was. one of those 
and apparently the places were | which put on undesirable shows in 
ready to open up for biz again. New | the past. He emphasized that neither 
| gadgets were taken to City Hall and Gordan or Rosen were personally 
broken up, but no prisoners caught. | involved in the turndown, adding 
Mayor is avowedly ‘burned up’ at that relationships with Rosen, who 
presence of men with criminal rec- Once managed the Triboro, were al- 
|ords around local night spots. He , Ways good. 
| hurriedly rounded up 17 of them, in- 


Without admission to the associa- 


icluding several night spot pro- tion, no burlesque theatre can get 
| prietors. a permit from License Commissioner 
Max (Boo-Boo) Hoff former | Paul Moss, who pulled the original 


purge on burlesque at the behest of 
Mayor LaGuardia. Result is that 
Gordan and Rosen have asked the 
association for a hearing, which Me- 
Cormack stated will be granted some 
time next week, when other mem- 
bers of the association return from 
vacations. 


Philadeiphia night club luminary, is 
out under $5,000 bail as material wit- 
ness in latest gaming raid ‘Nig’ 
| Rosen, another Philly nightspoiter, 
lis being sought, Mayor announced, 





| Saranac Lake 
| 


Board in full is comprised of City 

By Happy Benway | Magistrate John F. X. Masterson, 

. ; |chairman; Harry Zeitz, v.p. of Mar- 
| ins, i Ae. Mia on tin’s department store; John G. Wil- 
ii cox, who is with Iron Age, trade 

| patenen > uanner . for Ms err 101st Cavalry Regiment, National | 
Pawteceis : 7 oe" | Guard, and McCormack, who is a 


checkup 
The Nat (Morris Office) Lefko- 
| witzes are creating a disturbance 
| amongst the Lake Colby Camp Inter- 
mission fish; the missus landing the 
fish while Nat is landing a tan. 
Pauline Russell, who 


Brooklyn lawyer. 

In actuality, the association is the 
only layman group of censors in 
New York powerful enough to crimp 
a theatre project. 


here 


came 





e15 YEARS AGO®e 


(From VARIETY) 





Stage-struck youngsters were on 
the increase, and they were willing 
to pay as high as $1,000 to take 


courses in theatrical schools, 


Indie Carmen here has been oper- 


ating with vaude 


summer. 


Puffs Dancer’s Illness 


Milwaukee, Aug. 13 

Buying costly newspaper space to 
advertise the fact that its ace at- 
traction is out of its show is some- 
thing unique in nitery promotion, 
yet this is exacily what Old Heidel- 
berg, a suburban roadhouse, is do- 
ing. In its paid space, the nitery 
announces: ‘Due to illness, Donna 
Lu Pae will not be here for sev- 
| eral weeks.” 
































CAROL 








OPENING PERSONAL APPEARANCE TOUR AT 


ORIENTAL THEATRE, CHICAGO 
(Week August 9) 


Direction: DANNY GRAHAM 


HUGHES 














throughout the | 


Indie vaude agents predicted that 
| there would be over 200 U. S. the- 
|atres available for acts during the 
| forthcoming season, 


A blanket injunction against nite- 
ry activities was possible for Texas 
Guinan following her latest brush 
with the authorities 


Vaudeville as an Engtish product 


was on the wane, said William Mor- | 


return from Britain. 
He summed it all up by stating that 
American talent was the means to 
keep the field alive there 


ris, upon his 


| sees 


Vaude biz was so big that Bert 


Levey was planning the addition of | 


another agenting office. Levey was 
just one of many agents mulling a 
similar procedure, and for the same 
reason. 

British vaude managements were 
willing to forgive Frank Van Hoven 
for broken contracts. The result 
was that the magician-comedian was 
set for 22 weeks. 





Margalo Gillmore chosen for ‘The 
Green Hat’ role originated by Ann 
Harding, who remained under A. H. 


Woods’ management and was to ap- 


pear in ‘The School! Mistress.’ 


years ago as an 
ozoned for two 
matron and housekeeper of one o 
the leading cottages. She was for- 
merly of the sister team of Hastings 
and Russell. 
Ernie Wilcox, 
| tooted a sax 
years ago, 
up 
| The O. J. Bach shows, which Fair- 
| grounded it here for a week, didn’t | untary petition of bankruptcy in N. 
click. Rained out the first three y federal court Saturday (10). list- 
|nights, while the bluenoses put the ing no assets and liabilities yf $2,191. 
| damper on most everything the last Fave is employed by Merle Amuse- 
| three nights. ment Corp. (Mike Todd) and avers 
| Francis Dee, hoofer, who packed | that from August, 1938, to August, 
|some of this ozoning trouble at one | 1939 he earned $1,800, and from 
| time, was recently admitted into the! ay ‘ust, 1939, to date, $2,500 


U.S. Army. Among creditors Herold 
| William Headley, Wilmington, Del., | as. .c Pn ow en 
= mington, I Minsky, Gaiety theatre, N. Y., $90; 
| ex-theatre . ~ : r . { 
pantcor aeeroll Edward Sherman, Inc., $500; Sam 4. 

re allo ° - . 

; Harris Theatrical Enterprises, I[nc., 

Pete Munn, who at one time was 45 Inits 

z errs ite : $200; Rudy Vallee Orchestra Un 
| with the Mike Sack show, camping | ~ . . snry 

° . Corp. and Rudy Vallee, $150; Hen 
on St. Regis lake. c , , ne A mus 
eR * ; , | 9ouvaine, Inc., $77; Merle mus. 

William (Duke) Duquette. formerly Corp., $175, all on borrowed 

“ OI Hy po “vue 
with Ray Karn’s orch. is now tooting P-, a a 
the tuba with the local town band.! = _— 
Nifty comeback for a once very sick 
| boy. 

Bob Fournier, singing waiter at 
the Birches nitery, called to Syracuse 
ito attend the funeral of his brother. 

Colony would like to hear from 
Chris Hagedorn, Al Borner, Bobby 
Hatz and Frisco DeVere. 

Write to those who are ill. 


entertainer and 


years, Is now the 


JOEY FAYE OWES $2,191, 
FILES IN BANKRUPTCY 





who claims to have 
Paul Whiteman 
here for a general check- 


Joseph Faye Palladino, comedian, 
known as Joey Faye, who, } 
Mandy Kaye, replaced Abbott and 
Costello in the ‘Streets of Paris’ at 
the N. Y. World’s Fair, filed a vol- 


with 


manager, here for an 








WALTER (Dare) WAHL 


BILLY ROSE’S 
"FRISCO AQUACADE 
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| SIMS AnD BAILEY 
CHASE HOTEL, ST. LOUIS, MO. 
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INDIE CHISELING 





1940 Road Co. of Freeport’s Famed 
Lights. Cuts Up on Freemans Lawn 





By JOE SCHOENFELD 


Freeport, Long Island, which in 
jts day was the vaudeville Holly- 
wood of the country, was the scene 
Sunday night (11) of another send- 
off for Charles J, Freeman to his 
new post with the Interstate Circuit 
in Texas. Freeman leaves Aug. 18, 
so seme of the boys cooked up a 
surprise show on the former chief 
RKO booker’s lawn, 

Actually it was about as much a 
surprise as a piece of fish to a 





trained seal, but welcome just the | 


same. John Hickey, the agent, and 


Harry Puck, who is looking for an | 


agent, framed the show, but not as 
many actors as they had hoped for 
showed up. Result was that Free- 
man and the missus, Carrie, had to 
rescue the entertainment, doing a 





Ex-Muscle Man 


John Hickey wanted one of 
the oldtime physical culture 
acts for the surprise vaude show 
given Charley J. Freeman in 
Freeport Sunday night (11). He 
contacted one of the two per- 
formers of that type he knows. 

‘I'm sorry,’ the former picture 
of health replied, ‘but I haven't 
got any more muscles.’ 











blonde dancer in ‘Higher and High- 
er,’ who simulated a toe routine, and 
Lyda Sue, also a pro and a cracker- 
jack high-kick acro dancer, followed 


| and scored. Buddy then brought on 


snappy cakewalk up ahead of the | 


‘Auld Lang Syne’ finale. 


Rae Samuels, doing a rube song; 
Ruby Rothnour (Mrs. Harry Puck), 
singing ‘Song of Songs’; Hal Nei- 
man, working without the misfits 
for the comedy delivery of ‘Man- 
dalay’; Tyler Mason, in blackface 
for ‘I Need Somebody to Lullaby Me,’ 
Hughie Diamond and Arthur Havel 
were some of the a.k.s. and near- 
e.k.s. in the show. Harry Puck was 
the orchestra at a baby upright and 
Joe Laurie, Jr., who is no baby him- 
self, was the m.c, 

A good part of the audience was 
composed of non-pro neighbors, but 
nothing happened the first 10 min- 
utes so they had plenty of time to 
study the -stage, which was the 
basketball court dressed up with an 
old vaude drop and a proscenium 
made of cornhusks. The week pre- 
vious, Buddy Freeman, who is 24 


Don Maxwell, a local kid who does 

imitations, and his takeoffs of Mr. 

and Mrs. Roosevelt got the house. 
A number of acts scheduled failed 


,to show; Will Morrisey was one and 


J. Francis Dooley another. Dooley 
had to take care of his ‘saloon,’ so 


_Mrs. Dooley ‘(Corinne Sales) begged 


and claimed by his father to be a | 
pushover for a layoff, presented a | 


parody of ‘Our Town’ on the same 
stage, with neighboring kids in the 
cast. This was a rib on Freeman, 
Sr., and claimed to have been bet- 
ter than what the pros put on 
Laurie introduced Buddy early as 
‘the worst m.c. in the world.’ Buddy 
put the show right back in Laurie’s 
Jap, saying ‘this place is under new 
management and it’s all loused up.’ 
Still Nothing Happened 
Then Laurie let Puck, Havel, Dia- 


mond and Neiman do their stuff, 
but still nothing happened. Laurie, 
who remembers back when the 


Lights Club put on some real shows 
in Freeport on Saturday nights, then 
remarked: ‘You can read the label 
off a tomato can and top anything 
that has happened so far.’ 

Tyler Mason preceded his special- 
ty by saying that the number he was 
going to sing brought him a route 
at $500 weekly from Freeman back 
in the °’20’s. Later, Freeman said 
that if he paid Mason $500 weekly 
because of the way he sang that 
song it’s no wonder he was out of 
a job—as was Mason. Latter is now 
en agent, associated with Eddie 
Smith. 

Miss (Mrs, 


Samuels Marty For- 


kins) and Ruby Rothnour got over, | 


but later there was a ‘Babes in 
Arms’ switch and four youngsters 
really showed the a.k.’s how it’s 
done nowadays. Miss Samuels 
brought on Mildred Law, her pro- 
tege just returned from filming “Too 
Many Girls’ at RKO on the Coast, 
and she did a rhythm tap taught 
her by Bill Robinson, putting it over 
nicely despite the handicap of a ce- 
ment floor. Sigrid Dagnie, a cute 
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off for both of ’’em. 

Freemans’ Their Own Toppers 

Charlie and Carrie Freemans’ 
cakewalk was the show's topper 
and, when Freeman_ shouted at 
Harry Puck to play the music faster, 
Puck’s retort, ‘don’t holler at the or- 
chestra,’ brought the evening’s 
strongest laugh. 

The audience found the seating 
arrangements catch-as-catch-can— 
either on the grass, or benches, or, if 
lucky, a stray chair. Later most 
everybody crowded 
mans’ home for hot dogs and sauer- 
kraut, washed down with beer from 
a tap in the garage, plus English 


musichall songs by Arthur Havel. 
Latter was betier in the house than 
on the lawn 


Freeman hasn't yet sold the house, 
but he and his family are leaving 
for Texas regardless. Only one re- 


maining in Freeport will be Buddy, | 


who already has passed one ex- 
amination for the U. S. Air Corps 
and expects to go into the service 
by Jan. 1. Until then, and while the 
bankrol! is in Texas, he’s acquired 
a job with the telephone company. 
Yesteryear Colony 
Departure of the Freemans deci- 
mates Freeport’s show biz colony 
even more. Town, which was most 
famous during the Lights Club era, 
once buzzed with performers and 
managers who lived either in Free- 
port or the near vicinity. The names 
who might have been at Freeman’s 
surprise party years ago, but were 
missing Sunday night for one reason 
or another, included: Barry and 
Wolford, Dugan and Raymond, Mc- 
Kay and Ardine, Conlin and Glass, 
Eddie and Gracie Carr, Norwood 


and Hall, Middleton and Spellmeyer, 
Norman and Grace Manwaring, 
Moore and Littlefield, Sam Hearn 
and Helen Eley, Crawford and 


Broderick, Conlin, Steele and Carr, 
Morton and Glass, Sam and Kitty 
Morton, Mike Mulvey, B. S. Moss, 
Arthur Deagon, Cartmell and Har- 
ris, Sam and Bright Tauber, 
and Bob Milo, Minnie the Mermaid, 


Barber and Jackson, Bobby Hen- 
shaw, Ed and Gracie Parks, The 
Three Leightons, Wood and Wyde, 
Alan and Lou Dinehart, Diamond 
and Brennan, Craft and LaMont, 
Masters and Kraft, McConnel and 
Simpson, Mr. and Mrs. Norman 
Frescott, The Sharrocks, Puck and 
White. 


1 
Sues Buriey Over Photo 
Los Angeles, Aug. 13. 
Dual suits for $26,000 damages 
each have been filed in 


Daggett against the Burbank (bur- 
lesque) theatre. 

Libel and wrongful use of pictures 
of Miss Plumer are charged. 














into the Free- | 


Vic | 


superior | 
court here by Rose Plumer and Dave | 
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RENEE and ROOT 


500 CLUB... Atlantic City, N. J. 


“Renee and Root, a team whose grace is reminiscent of the 
DeMarcos or Veloz and Yolanda, dance brilliantly.” 








—Atlantic City Press. 








AKA, LOEW'S 
ALSO ON PAN 


Some N. Y. Bookers Cited for 
Low Pay on One-Day 
Dates—Performer Had to 


Play 4 Houses in 3 Days 
for $65 





——- + 


CONTRACT-FLASHING 





Some of the New York indie book- 
ers have broken out in a rash of 


|on top of the low salaries paid for 
one, two and three-day dates (from 
$3 to $5 per person pay day), is 
| causing a major burnup among per- 
formers involved. 

Also on the pan, besides the in- 
dies, are RKO and Loew’s, both of 
which have some one-night stands, 
, and pay $5 per person. RKO is 
| cited for low salaries; ditto Loew’s. 
| Later pays the same amount even 
| for performers playing the Globe, 
| Bridgeport, 140 miles away, Satur- 
|day nights. Circuit also includes 
bus fares, but the actors aren’t paid 
salaries or expenses until the fol- 
lowing Tuesday noon, the payoff be- 
ing made at the h.o. cashier’s win- 
dow in N. Y. Performers state they 
wouldn’t accept the $5 date if they 
didn’t need the coin, so hence the 
payoff should be forthcoming the 
night of the engagement. 

Contract-flashing is attributed to 
Abe and Joe Feinberg, booking some 
small Pennsylvania stands. One per- 





; 
| 


former was recently spotted by them |! 
to play what practically amounted to! AGVA with the details requested. | oupe, 


4 


old-fashioned chiseling methods, in- | 
cluding contract-flashing. Situation, | 


BURNS ACTS 





| 





Hot or Cold 


Ten minutes after Harry Car- 
lin, cafe booker, was found dead 
in his New York office last week, 
another booker phoned one of 
his cafes and informed the owner 
that Carlin had died. He then 
asked the operator to turn the 
spot over to him for booking. 

‘Why don’t you wait until the 
body is cold before phoning,’ said 
the operator. 

‘Hot or cold, I want to book 
your spot,’ was the reply. 


N. ¥. AGENTS NIX 














Despite a request from the Ameri- 
can Guild of Variety Artists, the 
Artists Representatives Assn., of New 
York, has advised the vaude-nitery 
union that none of its member- 
agents will submit copies of con- 
tracts and data on bookings. I. 
Robert Broder, counsel for the 
ARA, wrote Hoyt Haddock, AGVA’s 





executive secretary, expiaining 
ARA’s stand. 
Haddock in turn has threatened 


reprisals, including revocation of 
|agents’ AGVA franchises, but ARA 
is standing firm. Agents’ group 
|claims there is nothing in its basic 
|agreement with AGVA that makes it 
|'mandatory for them to furnish 


Sally Rand, Tomack-Reis Bros. 
Reach Settlement on Pact Breach 


+ — 


Sally Rand and the comedy trio of 
Sid Tomack and the Reis Bros. have 
arrived at a tentative settlement of 
their dispute evolving from Miss 
Rand’s cancellation of the act after 
the first week in the Cocoanut Grove 
at the Park Central hotel, New York. 
Deal was made after a conference 
including both parties, Dewey Barto, 
president of the American Guild of 
Variety Artists, and Hoyt Haddock, 
executive secretary. It rests now un- 
til a final okay from I. Robert 
Broder, attorney for the trio. 

As the settlement stands on the 
trio’s contract, which called for an- 





AGVA DEMAND 


other 10 weeks, at $500 weekly, 
from Miss Rand, the fanner will in- 
clude them at a higher salary when 
her unit plays the Brandt vaud- 
filmers this fall, about two and a 
half weeks. She'll pay off the 
balance, she says, from her salary at 
the Club Bali, Philadelphia, which 
will either precede or follow the 
Brandt dates. Total amount of 
monies the boys may receive from 
any work contracted for between 
now and what would have been the 
normal completion of their contract 
with Miss Rand will be deducted 
from the total amount ($5,000) she 
owes ’em. 

The dispute between the act and 
Miss Rand almost resulted in a cause 
celebre at AGVA. Act accused Phil 
Irving, N. Y. local exec sec, of being 
incapable of handling a claim in- 
volving’ important money. Irving in 
turn stated first that the boys should 
not have called in a lawyer, (2) that 
| complications had arisen because the 
| hotel management was now partially 
| guaranteeing salaries of the Rand 
| (3) that he was working 


| 
| 





four houses in three days at a total| There will shortly be a joint com- |hand in glove with the musicians 


salary of $65. Actor played 


the | mittee meeting to thrash out the 


Lyric, Honesdale, Pa., at noon, was | matter. 


then rushed to the Ritz, Hawley, 10 


Besides taking the position that 


miles away, for an afternoon show,! AGVA has no right to request all the 


night performance. 


and returned to Honesdale for a|minute details of agents’ business, | Ut : 
He was offered | the ten-percenters also want to duck | Unions wasn't necessary to collect a 


$9.50 for this bicycling, with the bal-| the clerical work involved in fur- 


ance of the $65, less booking fee, to | nishing 


such reports, which, 


come from three days at the Family, | claim, would cause unjustifiable ex- 


|Seranton. Idea behind the 


$9.50 | pense. 
| payoff was to enable the Feinbergs | 
to show houses booked by opposi-/| the 


ARA insists that it is living up to 
letter of its basic agreement 


tion show-buyers how cheaply they | with AGVA, especially so far as 


can buy acts. 


| representing only actor-members of 


| George Godfrey, who was once | AGVA, 


chief of the RKO booking office and | 
is now buying shows for one and | 


two-day houses, is Invoived in an- 
other angle. He booked a performer 
into a Jersey house at $10, less $1 
commission, When the actor left for 
the town, Godfrey gave him a letter, 


which he seemingly forgot to seal, | 


for the house manager. Letter stated 
that the actor was to get $20 and 
this the performer took in check 
form. He had a photostatic copy 


made of it before bringing it to God- | 


frey, who gave him $9 change. 


Hellz’ Suit Vs. Meroff 
Unit Comes Up In Sept. 


Chicago, Aug. 13. 
With hearing set for September in 








New York supreme court, Al Borde 
and Benny Meroff have _ retained 
Louis Nizer to defend them in suit 
brought by Olsen & Johnson against 
title ‘Hellzafire.’ which Borde and 
Meroff were using for a vaudeville 
unit, 

Olsen & Johnson obtained an in- | 
junction against Borde and Meroff, 


preventing title from being used, and | 


are suing for damages, allegedly in- 
curred while unit operated under 
name ‘Hellzafire.’ Since then it has 
been using tag of ‘Funzafire.’ 


Wiikes-Barre Biz Off 


Wilkes-Barre, Pa., Aug. 13. 

For the first time in eight years 
this city has two houses playing 
vaude and units. 

The Irving plays vaude three days 
of each week. The Penn opened 
Friday (9) with Major Bowes’ ‘1940 
Prize Winners.’ 

Business is poor, however, despite 
the pleas of natives to ‘give us stage 














shows and we'll jam the houses.’ 


Diamond Gets K.C. Tower 


Chicago, Aug. 13. 
Booking of Tower, Kansas City, 
has been taken over by the Billy 
| Diamond agency here. 
| Initial layout from Diamond office 
| will open Sept. 6. 


they | 


|and stagehands unions for an event- 
|ual settlement. Inasmuch as both 
|Miss Rand and all her performers 
|are AGVA members, it was pointed 
that cooperation of outside 


|valid claim. Haddock and Barto 
were in agreement on this and called 
for the conference with Miss Rand 
and the trio. 





‘Sara Strauss, Harry Puck 
Form Prod. Partnership 


Sara Mildred Strauss and Harry 
Puck, both recently returned from 
| Hollywood, have joined forces in 
New York for dance direction and 
production. 
| They are now staging their first 
| unit. 





Maxine Lewis moved into Bill 
Jordan’s Bar of Music, Hollywood. 
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MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 
June Forrest, Rebert Landrum. 
Ray and Trent, George Tapps, Jan 
Peerce, Jerome Andrews, Hilda 
Eckler, Rabana Hasburgh, Marie 
Grimaldi, Glee Club, Corps de 
Ballet, Rockettes, Symphony Orch 
directed by Erno Rapee (Frank 


Nowicki, Jules Silver; assistant con- 
ductors); ‘Pride and Prejudice’ 
(M-G), reviewed in Variety, July 
10 





With its feature picture, ‘Pride 
and Prejudice’ (M-G), expected to 
hold two or three weeks, the Music 
Hall has uncorked the production 
works on its current stage bill. Just 
about everything imaginable takes 
place in the spectacular show, in- 
cluding performers taken up and 
down on elevators to do their stuff, 
trains and autos moving across the 
stage and a lighthouse blinking on 


and off to accompany a musical 
number. About the only things that 


don’t occur on stage are a landing of 
a Transatlantic Clipper and a 
sketch in which the Rockefeller 
clan might be shown lifting the 
mortgage on the hall itself. It’s all 
colossal and, incidentally, excellent 
entertainment. 

First number, after a brief ‘over- 


ture’ by the orchestra, is a going- 
away scene at a railroad station, 


with the observation end of the last 
car a part of the set. Glee Club and 
a like number (20) of the ballet 
corps have a few moments as ushers 
and bridesmaids, after which June 
Forrest and Robert Landrum, as 
bride and groom, come on in a 
slick new red roadster (doubtless by 
courtesy of the local dealer) and, to 
the tune of ‘A Little House with a 
Little Red Barn,’ climb aboard the 
train, which then pulls out of the 
station. That draws the proper oohs 
and ahs from the audience, after 
which the ‘train’ is then seen on the, 
back-setting, winding into the dis- 
tant hills. Idea has probably never 
been better executed. 


Ray and Trent (New Acts) crawl 
from under a nearby freight car to 
provide the next number. They’re 
togged as convicts and open their) 
turn with a unison tap, presently 
tripping over the shackles fastened 
to their ankles. After a short come- 
dy bit they go into the meat of the 
act, a superb. balancing _ routine. 
Tricks are unusually difficult and 
are presented with a knowing sense 
of showmanship and nice touches of 
comedy. 

George Tapps_ follows, being 
brought on for his solo dance turn 
by an elevator with an opaque glass 
door. Does three numbers with his 
characteristic style, color and skill. 
First, which is a brilliant tap routine, 
is the showiest, but all are sock. 
Ballet is next with a terp to ‘Glow-| 
worm,” the dancers working up to a 
finale in which they do _ various 
maneuvers with pale lights in the 
costumes, carrying out the glow- 
worm idea. Marie Grimaldi solos 
briefly. It’s an okay effect. 

‘Lighthouse Reverie’ is a duet by 
June Forrest and Jan Peerce. Num- 
ber is given an ambitious produc- 
tion, a large-sized lighthouse with a 
flashing beacon being the principal 
set. However, the precise meaning 
remains obscure, partly because the 
lyrics are unintelligible and partly 
because Miss Forrest is never visible. 

Finale is ‘Lights and Shadows,’ 
with Jerome Andrews, Hilda Eckler 
and Rabana Hasburgh casting danc- 
ing shadows on a huge screen from 
the back of it. Then the Rockettes 
come into view on a section of the 
stage that’s raised from below to 
stage level. They do a rather com- 
plex routine ending with their cus- 

tomary flash in line across stage 
front. Togged in blue and glistening 

silver duds. It’s an applause-getter. 
Hobe. 


HARLEM O. H., N. Y. 


Al Cooper and Savoy Sultan Orch 
(9) with Evelyn White; Buddy Bow- 
ser, Carl and Harryette, Three 
Chords, Swan and Lee, Grey Fam- 
tly (5); ‘Edison, The Man’ (M-G). 

This layout is typically family- 
time, and, as such, suits the purpose 
A low-budgeter, with little in the 
way of marquee value, excepting the 
film, the attendance at the last show 
of the week’s opening day (Thurs- 
day) brought that point home. The 
payees were scattered throughout 
the orchestra, while the upper decks 
were practically bare. At that, how- 
ever, the Harlem Opera House makes 
no pretense at a top-budget summer 
show; it’s all obviously filler uatil 
the management, which also has the 
Apollo down the street, can re- 
furbish the latter house for the fali 
season starting in a couple of weeks, 
with names as the policy. 

The colored part of the entertain- 
ment predominates in numbers, of 
course, in this Harlem stage show 

stronghold, but the two white acts, 
the Three Chords and the Grey 
Family, manage to more than hold 
their own. 

Buddy Bowser, the house m.c., is 
fairly personable, though possessed 


of most of the stereotyped manner- | Juan 


isms. His gags are in the same vein. | 


{two-week stretch, though the rest of | 


the bill changes on a _ split-week 
basis. They're plenty loud on their) 
own, with the leader barely dis- | 


STRAND, N. Y. 


Phil Spitalny’s Hour of Charm 


tinguishable, except for a different- | femme orch, with Evelyn, Maxtne,' 


colored dinner jacket, as one of the 
saxes. He comes off the stand a 
couple of times and mumbles some | 
of the introes, but with little favor- | 
able effect. 

Carl and Harryette are a mixed 
dance team who go in for standard 
unison taps, while Swan and Lee are 
plenty corny in dress and material, 
and have little in the way of an act 
according to present-day standards. | 

The Three Chords are the top ap- 
plause-getters with their neat vocal 
yymnastics that include imitations of 
name bands, including Henry Busse, 
Clyde McCoy, Lombardo. One of 
the three lads is at the piano, while | 
the other two provide most of the 
vocal satirisms. 

The Grey Family, standard act of 


four sisters and a brother, go over | 
nicely with their hoofing. They're | 
young and fresh-looking, with the | 


° . | 
girls having a colorful and plentiful | 
array of costumes. One of ‘em also 
sings well. | 

Evelyn White is the band’s vocal- | 
ist and okay in two songs. 


STEEL PIER, A.C. 


Atlantic City, Aug. 10. | 

Jack Powell, Three Samuels and 

Harriet Hayes; Goodrich and Nelson; 

Frank Elhott’s Modern Minstrels 

(10); Jimmy Jones’ House Orch 
(14); ‘Boys from Syracuse’ (U). 


Steel Pier Music Hall puts on a 
good show this week, when A. C. is 
entertaining its largest summer 
crowds in years. 

Jack Powell starts out with his 
usually nifty drumming and ends up 
tapping out every conceivable ca- 
dence on chairs, floors, etc. He had 
to encore at this catching. 


The Three Samuels and Harriet 
Hayes put on a neat tap number, be- 
ginning with evening dress and then 
stepping out in snappy marine-blue | 
uniform. Miss Hayes also does a 
nice acrobatic dance solo. 

Interspersed during the show are) 
singing, dancing and slapstick antics | 
of Frank Elliott's Modern Minstrels. | 
This troupe, a Steel Pier tradition 
for years, is popular with seashore 
crowds. Their gags, some of them 
new, some pretty stale, went over 
well. 

This week’s specialty is in nautical 
style. Jimmy Jones’ house orch is 
seated on stage before a battleship 
backdrop, and much of the action 
takes place on the ‘deck.’ One min- 
strel sketch that drew loud response 
was the training of the ‘rookies’ by 
Ben Yost, as ship officer. The house 
orch tops this off by booming navy | 
songs. Act is dressy and tuneful. 
Goodrich and Nelson, good-looking 
gymnasts, show fine balance. | 

‘Boys from Syracuse’ (U) is a 
holdover. 





CHICAGO, CHI 


Chicago, Aug. 10. 
Tony Martin, Reddinger Twins, 
Danny Kaye, Bobby Maye; ‘All This, 
and Heaven Too’ (WB). 


Four acts, three of them male 
singles, totalling 38 minutes of stage 
show, comprise the Chicago’s bill this 
week, but it’s satisfying because two 
of the turns, the Reddinger Twins 
and Danny Kaye are plenty slick. 
Both have everything it takes for 
either an A house or a smart nitery. 

Tony Martin and Bobby Maye are 
also on the bill, the former head- 
lining. Maye, billed as the ‘world's 
premier juggler’ by someone who 
evidently isn’t up on jugglers, isn’t 
the world’s greatest, but he is good, 
and can hold his own even at this 
house. Juggles balls, clubs, does 
some hat and cigar balancing and 
winds up standing on his head while 
beating a drum by bouncing balls. 
Nothing new, but he’s fast and thor- 
oughly capable with the old stuff. 

He’s the first of the three male sin- 
who appear’ consecutively. 


gles 


Kaye follows him, then Martin. 
Kaye's particular forte is nonsense 
comedy. He’s one of the few per- 


formers who can recite kid verses to 
an audience at the Chicago, and stop 
the show Sings in gibberish, 
punctuated with good pantomime; 
talks quietly, and goes mad noisily. 
Closes turn with a short, sock rou- 
tine of eccentric dancing 

Begged off by introducing Martin. 
The Reddinger Twins, two girl 


| The 
| presentation, finely lighted, hung and 


lone another, and the applause open- 


| Ravel's 


| Spitalny, is a different type of mimic, 


|; Son, 


| 


| audience. 
| followed. 


| claiming that she had just joined his 


dancers, have what it takes in smart- | 


ness. Work together through entire 


act for some of the best semi-satiri- | 


cal hoofing around. Appearance is 
here, so is deftness and enjoyment 


of work, which add a lot to audi-| 


They open the show. 
seems to have a_ nice 
act. Sings his songs in a 


ence appeal. 
Martin 
enough 


Singing Strings (6), Three Little, 
Words. June Lorraine, Rosa Linda 
and Lola, Mary McLenahan, Cath-! 
erine, Murtagh Sisters (3), Eliza- 
beth: ‘Sea Hawk’ (WB), reviewed in 
Varicry July 24, °40 


This is Phil Spitalny’s first appear- 
ance at WB's pitband flagship, the 
maestro previously being a frequent | 
repeater at the opposition Paramount 
down the street. and his all-femme, 
musiéal gem ‘brings a brand of class } 
and distinction to the Strand that | 
has not been matched in the 20- 
month-old policy of the house. 
Spitalny switched over to the Strand 
when the Paramount booker reput- 
edly failed to fulfill certain promises, 
and, to repeat a cliche, the Para- | 
mount’s loss is the Strand’s gain. 

Stimulated by the Spitalny book- 
ing, the house has thrown the pro- 
duction and lighting book into mak- 
ing this one of the most striking pit 
shows to play the house. Harry 
Gourfain, house stager, has matched 
the technical equipment to the ex- 
ceptional physical and entertainment 
charm of the all-femme aggregation. 
over-all result is a bangup 





paced, that could well continue long 
past its scheduled running time of | 
about 45 minutes. 

Spitalny is mixing up almost every ! 
type of singing and music in this 


{show and the recipe is surprisingly | 


100% clicko. For instance, he has | 
the Murtagh Sisters (3), who are| 
new with his outfit, jitterbugging 


‘Boog It’ immediately folowing the | 
great rendition of the ‘Beil Song’ 
from ‘Lakme’ by Elizabeth, his new | 
operatic find. Rather than being a 
discordant sequence, they enhance 


ing night was as big for one as the 
other. Both turns virtually tied up 
the show. 

Entire layout, in fact, carried sus- 
tained applause Friday night (9). 
The opening swing number by the, 
band and Three Little Words, with | 
Mary McLenahan, the drummer, do- | 
ing an okay Gene Krupa, gets the} 
audience off its hands: the striking | 
Maxine whams with “Tennessee Fish 
Fry,’ later joined by the choral set- 
up in ‘Lost Chord’; band rendition of 
‘Bolero’ also registers, and 
the audience actually stopped the 
proceedings after Evelyn, eulogized 
by Spitalny as the band’s chief ar- | 
ranger, fiddles ‘The Breeze and I.’ 
She and the Singing Strings (6) en- 
core with ‘I'll Never Smile Again.’ 

June Lorraine, also new’ with 





working chiefly with her eyes. She’s 
a cute little trick and talented, mak- 
ing her takeoffs of Edward G. Robin- 
Charles Laughton, Katharine 
Hepburn and Schnozzle Durante 
both lifelike and humorous. She 
had to beg off. 

From there the show segues into 
Evelyn’s paraphrasing of ‘Hungarian 
Rhapsody’ in honor of Joe Weber, 
former president of the musicians 
union, whom Spitalny spotted in the 
The operatic Elizabeth 
She’s evidently very 
young, blonde, goodlooking and shy, 
but equipped with a splendid colora- 
ture. She sang only the one num- 





| ties 





ber and then Spitalny had to plead 
with the audience to let her off, 


band and was not prepared to do} 
more, 

The Murtagh Sisters are likewise | 
promising. They’re swing fireballs, | 


attractive in black gowns, and work | 
like a trio of Betty Huttons. 

For the finale, Spitalny has staged | 
a rendition of ‘God Bless America,’ | 
which, if possible, is flattering to the | 


Irving Berlin patriotic composition. | 
Blonde Catherine leads the singing, | 
joined by the Three Little Words, | 


Maxine and Elizabeth, and Gourfain 
has framed a blackdrop picture of | 
Uncle Sam that insures a terrific ap- | 
plause blowoff. 
The ropes were up opening night, | 
the combination of film and Spitalny | 
band evidently being a b.o. natural. | 
Scho. 


EARLE, WASH. 


Washington, Aug. 10 
Eileen Ritter, LaLage, Rita and Fd 
Oehman, Tommy Trent, Red Skelton 


with Edna Stillwell, Gae Foster 
Girls (6); ‘My Love Came _ Back’ 
(WB) 

Thanks to Red Skelton’s apparent 


$ 


adaptability to any situation, this one 
is a fast, varied and smooth little 
revue, although it was reassembled 
on two days’ notice when (1) it was 
decided to hold pic second week and 


(2) M-G sent word that Skelton 
wasn't needed on Coast for another | 
week. Acts and line numbers were | 
used as set, with Skelton working 
his bits around and into original | 
| plan. | 

Smart novelty introduced this 
week is the new twist for spot’s| 


soft, languid way, introducing them! 


in the same manner. 
was building up to a number, one 


Once, when he |! 


about some pigeons that live at San | 


Capistrano mission, he _ sug- 
gested a romance he had once, and 


However, his introes, such as they all the ladies in the audience buzzed | 


are, get by well enough. 

Al Sultan and his Savoy Sultan) 
orch, a fave at the local Savoy Ball- | 
room, are on the bandstand for a 


| at such a rate it was hard to hear 


the song. : 
Business was capacity at second 
show Saturday (10). Loop. 


| 


regular community-sing gag, ‘Sing- | 
A-Song-With-Mike.” Roxyette Eileen 
Ritter now not only coaxes soloists 
to ‘come down and sing into the little | 
black box’ and gives each volunteer | 
two passes, but also has a record of 
their efforts played back over the! 
public address system, good for| 
plenty laughs, and gives ‘em the rec- | 
ords as souvenirs. 

Skelton follows sing-a-song stunt) 


by walking down center aisle with, 
candy tray, getting guffaws for his 
barker chatter and setting up three 
solid minutes of riot by securing two | 
volunteers for a marshmallow-eating 
contest. Volunteers get $1 apiece 
for the effort. 

Show proper gets going with line 
in fast parasol-and-bustle rhythm 
tap and gals fall back to pose while 
LaLage appears in silver aviator’s 
garb, climbs to swinging rings, doffs 
costume down to brassiere and pan- 
and goes into succession of 
twists, splits and handstands. Hand- 
some and blonde, she makes striking 
picture and her tinish, some 35 re- 
verse flops while hanging on single 
rope loop by one arm, got her an 
ovation. 

Skelton takes it again with Edna 
Stillwell for amusing ‘slice of life’ 
bits, this batch occurring in a de- 
partment store. Rita and Ed Oeh-! 
man, regular visitors on local stages, | 
follow with their clocklike taps, ges- 
tures and personality-plus biz. Ed 
gets oke hand on his solo tap, Rita 
tickles ’em with her Irish broguing 


of ‘Peggy O'Neill’ and baby-talking | 5) 


of ‘Little Red Fox’ and they get off 
as usual with ‘Freddie the Fresh- 
man.” 

Gals return for brief toy-shop rou- 
tine and sit on floor as Tommy Trent | 
rolls out miniature house to vary 
traditional Punch and Judy stuff. He! 
follows in one with clever working | 
of pair of luminous rhumba dancers | 
ar? ‘the little man who wasn’t quite 
al, jhere,’ three-foot dummy with de- 
tachable head, arms and legs. 

Skelton uses his by-now well 
known television announcer routine 
for his big specialty, keeping house 
in an uproar throughout. Rita Oeh- | 
man does an effective vocal back- | 
ground as gals wind up the doings | 
with sock tom-tom dance. Skelton | 
steps through curtains for his usual 
epilog, getting extra laugh by shin- | 
ing a shoe and cracking, ‘I want to 
thank Harry Anger for keeping me | 
on an extra week-—although he cer- 
tainly gets his shoes dirty’ 

Biz good for holdover. 


Craig. 





| personality. 


—— 


STATE, N. Y. 





Lou Holtz, Diosa Costello, Jackie 
Heller, Shyrettos, Lathrop Bros. ang 
Virginia Lee; ‘Susan and God’ 
(M-G). 





‘We're back in business’ seams tg 
be the slogan around the leadins 
Loew house. For the second straieht 
week attendance has been excellent 
Thursday (8), at the first evening 
stage show, the house was Capacity 
plus. Previous weeks, what with tia 
heat, etc., trade had been disappoint. 
ing. 

Lou Holtz, with his now very 
gentle cane, is the humor boy of the 
show and hé seems to be having 4 
good time with Diosa Costello, fhe 
dark-haired fireball who enliveneg 
‘Too Many Girls’ on Broadway this 
past season. She was due at the 
State several weeks ago, but they 
made such a fuss over her during 4 
festival in Puerto Rico which she at- 
tended that she couldn't make the 
date, and Beverly Roberts stepped 


Holtz proves his stuff as a dialee. 
tician, going into the lingo of Latin 


America with the same ease with 
which he tosses the Yiddish around. 
He scores in chatter with Miss 


Costello, whose principal participa- 
tion is giggling. It is a three-way 
dialog, Ruby Zwerling doing the 
straighting from the pit—probably 
more than ever before. They'll make 
an actor out of that fellow if he 
doesn’t look out. 

One of the laugh lines comes from 
Holtz in introducing Miss Costello. 
He says they sat her out in the sun 
to cool off in her native Puerto Rico 
She doesn’t need any makeup and 
tosses a shapely brown leg about 
Very nice. Miss Costello really shares 
honors with Holtz with her vivacious 
However, she’s hardly 
used to the microphone and upon 
learning the proper distance, her 


| warbling will be more effective. She 


gives out with four numbers, start- 
ing with ‘Cachita.” They sure liked 


‘All Dressed Up, Spick and Spanish,’ 


SHEA’S, BUFFALO 


Buffalo, Aug. 9. 
Ben Bernie Orch (15), Henry 
Armetta, Bailey Sisters, Don Saxon, 
Johnny Ryan, Johnny Barnes, Three 
Arnolds; ‘We Who Are Young’ 
(M-G). 


On the home stretch after over a 
month of one-nighters along the mid- 
western whistle stops and in the in- 
terval before his new Bromo Seltzer 
airer Oct. 1, Ben Bernie has assem- | 
bled an array of talent which,} 
cemented together by his band and 
his consuminate showmanship, adds 
up to a neat stage presentation. 
There is scarcely anything in the 
performance which does not qualify 
as plus-ultra, and the reception ac- 
corded the maestro, as well as al- 
most every one of the turns, is am- 
ple evidence of the effectiveness of 
the offering. 


Bernie’s clowning, of course. 
leavens the entire routine. His in- 


gratiating, informal and folksy style 
has lost none of its effectiveness 
with passage of the years. His 
quipping and gagging introductions 
of the soloists and acts are among 
the peak spots in the show 

Present setup of the band includes 
three trumpets, three trombones, 
four saxes, guitar, piano, bass and 
drums. The Bernie aggregation has 
always delivered full value on the 
musical side and the current crew is 
no cheater. Proceedings are opened 
by Don Saxon in a rather foggy 
vocal of ‘Old Man River,’ but fol- 
lowed by ‘Imagination,’ which he 
does in tiptop fashion. The band 
next does ‘Nobody's Baby.’ after 
which the Three Arnolds, introduced 
as European newcomers. unlimber 
some genuine novelty acrobatics. 


Johnny Ryan’s lyrie Irish tenor ts 


| heard to good advantage, bringing on 


Bernie’s swell and pertinent tribute 
to the late Mike Shea, who built the 


Buffalo. It proves a sincere tear- 
| Starter for those in the know. The 
band’s ‘Never Smile Again.’ led by 
the trombone. is earsoothing. The 


Bailev Sisters’ contributions. includ- 


ing ‘Playmates,’ with the boss: ‘Man 
That Comes Around’ and ‘Oh 
Johnny,’ prove that even the oldies 
have as much clicko as the latest 
from the catalog. Johnny Barnes. 


with his terps, 
Pleasing 
hard-sole 
rroove 
cerned 

Henry Armetia was greeted with 
salvos which would have warmed 
the heart of any trouper and was a 
tribute to the niche which he has 


justifies the 
personality and 
tapping put 
as far as the 


buildup. 
distinctive 
him in the 
payees are con- 


| made for himself through his screen 


characterizations. 


In a straightaway 
dialog with an 


unbilled femme, he 


had them hanging on the ropes, even 
his lightest sallies being greeted 
with roars. It is unquestionably 


Armetta’s lovable character and) 
characterizations which make sure-| 
fire an otherwise standard routine. | 

The ropes were up and there were 
plenty of standees at the first show | 
opening day Burton. 


Dudley Brooks, a Benny Goodman 
Coast find, becomes chief arranger 
for Count Basie’s orchestra and joins 
the Count Aug. 29 in Los Angeles! 


| when the crew opens a date at the 


Paramount theatre. | 


|eatching the humor 
| After the comedy 


,er’s heart good to see the act. 


| off to a pleasant start. 


of the lyric 
interlude with 
erg come ‘Say Si-Si’ and ‘Mama 
nez. 

Another giver of 
lightens the layout is little Jackie 
Heller. The lad is a specialist on 
torchy numbers and with the land’s 
top number, ‘I'll Never Smile Again,” 
stopped the show. Holtz delivers 
his share on the vocal end. After 
kidding as to why they won't stand 
for ‘She Lost It At the Astor’ on the 


melody who 


|radio, he sings a parody, then does 


another on ‘Bei Mir Bist Du Schoen,’ 
but his best is a comic version of 
‘Wishing.’ 

The Shyrettos, crack cycling tura 
of two men and a comely blonde, 
who is an excellent performer, help 
considerably. It would do Ben Bey- 
He's 
down in South Africa and occasion- 
ally greases up his bike for benefit 
shows. Lathrop Bros., and Virginia 
Lee, class dance turn, send the show 
[hee 





HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, Aug. tI 
Crazy Show’ with Three Sailors, 
Barr and Estes, Cass Daley, Lucienne 


and Ashour, Frank Conville and 
Sunny Dale, Phil Lampkin House 
_ (12); ‘Boys from Syracuse” 
( , 


Billed as a ‘Crazy Show,” this com- 
bination of standards doesn’t play as 
well as it looks on paper. Split up 
to fulfill promise of title and lean 
heavily upon the laugh possibilities 


of acts involved, result is rather 

punchless melange of okay talent 
improperly spotted. 

Working the Three Snilors 

throughout doesn’t quite fit Boys 

| are effective when given the righ 

slot for their combined effort, but 


divided up, as they are here, they 
manage to eke out some laughs but 
not as big returns as they have won 
in this house before. Opening the 
doings with a few quickies, they in- 
troduce Barr and Estes, capable man 


and woman eccentric dancing duo. 
Comic-looking male sells some ef- 
fective legmania, interspersed with 
Sagging and funny impressions in 
panto which build nicely to closing 
double dance good for some > 
sponse. 

On again, Sailors contribute pori 


of their 
In three-way tango which gets 


sults but not enough to send them in 


Miylar etin wiry tr) ’ 
regular stint, WW indin : ip 
» 


strong enough to introduce Frant 
Conville and Sunny Dale, a blonde 
looker, who follow. Duo has also 
been here before and there is no 
noticeable change in their efforl 


The gagging, impression of a strip 
eroo and the closing business of 
Charlie Chaplin in a dime-a-dance 
joint garner some mild reaction 
Conville has a good sense of comedy 
but it’s time he developed sume new 
material and routines. 

Sailors follow with balance of theit 
act, the rope-skipping  hoofery 
which rings the bell fairly well and 
serves to set Cass Daley. Singing 
swingeroo can sell a shouting vocal 
in good style but selection of num- 
bers hasn’t changed either since last 
caught here. 

Lucienne and Ashour close. Very 
solid duo of Apache dancers em- 
ploy funny twist of the femme dish- 
ing out the punishment after takins 
the usual beating. Burm. 
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ROXY, N. Y. 





Johnny Woods, Alice Dudley and | 
Kenneth Bostock, Sylvia Foursome, | 
Ben Yost’s New Yorkers, Gae Foster 
House Line, Paul Ash House Band; 
‘Return of Frank James’ (20th), re- 
viewed in this issue. 





Sylvia Foursome tops an otherwise 
uninspired, mid-summer quickie 
show at the Roxy this week. Quar- 
tet, consisting of three guys and an 
extremely petite femme, is a toss- 
about turn with the gal as the tos- 
see. Formerly working as the Gra- 
cella Dancers, the turn is a real 
breathtaker. Femme is thrown high 
in the air from one of the men to 
the other. cia 

Johnny Woods, mimic, holds run- 
ner-up position in the show. Al- 
though imitation stuff is beginning 
to wear thin, lad runs through a 
wide repertory, including all the 
usuals, in rapid-fire fashion. Roxy 
gives him some questionable produc- 
tion buildup for the getaway by hav- 
ing a slightly taiched-in-the-haid 
radio announcer and four gals go 
through a brief routine of phoney 
commercials and chimes. 

From the recently-exited~Broad- 
way musical, ‘Walk with Music,’ 
come Alice Dudley .and Kenneth 
Bostock (New Acts). Yerming them- 
selves ‘dance satirists,’ it is difficult 
to determine what they are except 
a couple kids unsuccessfully trying 
to be funny. 

Ben Yost’s New Yorkers, who are 
becoming virtually a fixture at the 
Roxy, are back once again. Summer 
seems to have taken its toll, how- 
ever, for there are only four couples 
in the warbling company instead of 
the six which have been seen here- 
tofore. They do ‘Six Lessons from 
Mme. LaZonga’ as a follow-up to a 
Latin-American routine by the line. 
Tune is ably arranged and sung. 

Opener by the Gae Foster gals is 
a pip, but is badly offset by the 
punko routine which comes later in 
the show. The teeoff is a Spanish 
number in which the gals have a 
tom-tom (or the south of the border 
equivalent) fastened to each hip. As 
they dance they bang, sometimes on 
their own drums, sometimes on a 
neighbor’s. Bit of hip-tossing now 
and then, too, of course, is nicely 
exaggerated by the swinging instru- 
ments. Set for the number is also 
imaginatively done. 

Final appearance by the gals is 

lenty corny. It’s one of those old 

ndian routines, with the femmes in 
long feathers and beating their taps 
like tom-toms. It’s effective on the 
ear, but hardly a pleasant —_, 
ero, 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 





Indianapolis, Aug. 9. 


Line finishes with military number. 
Scrim is lowered and waving flag is 
projected to insure a hand for final 
curtain. Biz thin at third show Fri- 
day (9) with no profit in sight for 
the week. Kiley. 


20TH CENTURY, BUFF 


Buffalo, Aug. 9. 

George White’s ‘Scandals’ with | 

Ella Logan, Ben Blue, Billy Rayes, 

Craig Mathues, Kim Loo Sisters, | 

Knight Sisters, Christine Forsythe, | 

Fran English; ‘Beyond Tomorrow’ 
(RKO), 














This booking takes on local sig- 
nificance from the fact that Jack/ 
Yellen, who did the show’s lyrics, | 
also owns, with his family, the 20th | 
Century (under lease to Basil Dip- | 
son). Aside from this, just how | 
much prestige the name of White or | 
the advertised array of talent adds to | 
a picture box office is questionable. 
Here, they add up mostly as caviar 
to the shirt-sleeve and suspender 
trade, which is looking for nudity 
and little else. Fortunately, the 
show is well spotted at this house as 
the management for some time back 
has been specializing in this type of 
stage presentation. 

Current tab version of the Broad- 
way show is better than most pres- 
entations of its kind seen hereabouts, 
although still somewhat short of the 
top productions. It suffers from 
overemphasis on Broadway high- 
hat. Most of the wisecracking is 
over the heads of the picture mob. 
The comedy is definitely. for adults 
only, and some of the blackouts had 
even the burley habitues gasping. 
On the spectacle and costume side 
the proceedings more than fill the 
bill, even though the picture crowd 
is accustomed to flash presentations 
and expects plenty for its money 
without too much regard for quality. 

The show is well loaded with 
talent although the four-perform- 
ance daily grind has most of the 
cast working in a trance. Ella 
Logan leads the ensemble with her 
usually sure vocalizing and Ben Blue 
carries off completely the comedy 
honors. Blue is a natural for the 
type of material handed him here 
and his efforts were received with 
plenty of palm-whacking by the 
stubholders. His nonchalant style 
helped take the curse off the worst 
of the blue comedy. 

Billy Rayes is a smooth m.c. and 
also contributes his novelty juggling 
monolog. In both, more conserva- 
tism would help his contributions. 
Craig Mathues tenors with much | 
volume and considerable melody. | 
Kim Loo Sisters are pressed into al- | 
most every kind of service. The| 





adagio turn and Christine Forsythe’s 
elongated, Broadwayized hula 
earned her well-deserved returns. 
Fran English straights for the 
comedy bits. 





‘Sunny Side Up,’ Carl Freed’s Har- 
monica Troupe, Nan Rae and Maude 
Davis, Burns and White, The Ryans | 
(3), Helene Denizon, House Line | 
(12); ‘Scatterbrain’ (Rep). 





For the same reasons that a bowl | 
of healthy oranges, bananas and | 
pineapples doesn’t make a good fruit | 
salad, Nick Boila’s collection of acts 
presented this week under the revue 
title ‘Sunny Side Up’ doesn’t make a 
good show. Good production could 
make an entertaining 60 minutes of 
stage fare out of what is now just 
an hour of effort with little enter- 
tainment effect. 

The pit orchestra is moved to the | 
stage and augmented by four extra 
pieces. However, the short acquaint- 
ance at show caught kept the boys 
from getting together on the score. 
The show needs pacing; Carl Freed, 
who could have handled the entire | 
m.c. job, is held in the wings until | 
the bill is half over. He then comes 
on to take over the reins for the re- 
mainer of the time. 

Acts are poorly spotted, too. After 
the opening line number, Three, 
Ryans engage in knockabout antics, | 
with quite a bit of dancing. They are 
followed by an unbilled terp act in 
Hawaiian outfits. 
it was using the stage as a short cut 
through the theatre. 
doing an elementary tap, and the two 
men and woman continue the same 
step until they make an exit on the 
opposite site of stage. Helene Deni- 
zOn follows with another dance. She 
is graceful and won a nice hand wit 
her toe work on a ballet of ‘Over the 


Rainbow,’ following with a balloon | 


number. However, three dance acts 
in a row is a bit wearing. The line 
follows with another dance to make 
it less exciting. 
follow with more dancing and com- 
edy. Routine of the farmer’s daugh- 
ter is familiar here, but okay to 


break up the solid run of terpischore. | 


Nan Rae and Maude Davis are 
standouts. Have a new approach to 


comedy when Miss Rae comes out to | 


interview audience. Gets Miss Davis, 
who gets off deadpan gags regarding 
family life. For a finish, Miss Davis 
sings a couple of songs in double 
talk. Is first time that act has ap- 
peared here, and shows that vaude 
could be vastly improved by getting 
a few new angles on comedy patter. 

Carl Freed and his harmonica 
troupe also score with a series of jive 
tunes on the mouth organs. Freed 
has played house several times and 
has something of an air rep locally 
due to his appearances over WLW, 
which is plugged in the introduction. 


This act looks like | 


They come on | 


Burns and White} 


A number of people, such as Ross 
Wyse, Jr., and June Mann, though 
billed, failed to appear at this catch- 
ing. 

Late arrival of the show resulted 
in considerable confusion and delay 
the first day, but the proceedings 
ran off in_ surprisingly smooth 
fashion notwithstanding. Attendance 
excellent at second (supper) show 
opening day. Burton. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, Aug. 10. 





Rich and Gibson, Bernhardt and 
Ketrow, Terry Howard and Co., 
Charlene Williams, Lester Harding, 


House Line, Herb Six House Orch; 
‘Sailor's Lady’ (20th). 





Something more than the usual 
drawing strength is offered in the 
film this week, leaving a_ lighter 


chore for the 40-minute vaude. Un- 


| der title of ‘Broadway on Parade,’ 


stage bill is the standard combina- 
tion of three imported acts with the 


house regulars and weekly amateur | 


discovery, and rates with the usual 
bill of this type. 


Opening is turned over to the line, | 


which stages a fashion parade and 
sets scene for Rich and Gibson to 
take over in a terp routine. Couple 
roll out a xylo and take turns in 
solos and then combine in a duet. 
Finale combines terping with ham- 
mering for acceptable results. 

| M. C. Lester Harding makes his 
entry to bring on Charlene Williams, 
five-year old amateur in a song and 
| dance to ‘My My.’ Youngster is on 
purely for audience curiosity. Re- 
turn to the standard acts brings on 


Bernhardt and Ketrow. Ketrow 
does an inebriated acro_ turn of 
merit, working in some sleight-of- 


hand and making handstands the 
basis of act. Partner is mostly for 
looks, but she helps out toward end 
with some stunts done in duo. ? 

Singing piece by Harding is 
‘Sierra Sue’ in good baritone, and he 
goes into ‘Please Take a Letter, Miss 
Brown’ with linegirls taking notes 
and finishing with a rhythm softshoe. 
Stage is then given over to Terry 
Howard, with Jack Talley stooging 
he little-girl-who-has-to-go low 
comedy, a standard routine. 

Bit of production is offered as 
finale with Nita Bernhardt, 
acro act, doing a specialty jungle 
terp solo to ‘Chant of the Jungle.’ 


Girls follow theme with a zulu 
| routine to ‘Savage Serenade’ and 
| wind up the show. Quin. 


Knight Sisters are excellent in their | 


of the' 


ORIENTAL, CHI 


Chicago, Aug. 9. 
Eddy Howard, Jackie Coogan (3), 
Carroll and Howe, Seror Twins, 
Carol Hughes, House Line (10); 
‘Gambling On the High Seas’ (WB). 








For the two-bit week-day matinee, 
when this house gets an almost 


New Acts 





JOAN EDWARDS 

With Bob Knight Ore (6) 

Songs 

Cafe Pierre, N. ¥ 
Alumna of the 

ganization and a young vet of radio, 





Paul Whiteman or- | 


the Gae Foster line and does a kin 
of mimicry thereof. Attempte 
humor is not of the slapstick variety. 
but more subtle. Both members of 
the team are small and blonde and 
the gal is rather cute. She’s cone 


capacity audience of highschool jit-| Miss Edwards is an effective song-| siderably more appealing than her 
terbugs, this bill, headlining Jackie | stress who makes for a mild name in| pard, principally because she uses a 
Coogan and Eddy Howard, is almost | the better grade cafes. Here she’s | deadpan technique white he muggg 


perfect. For any other audience it’s 
almost a dud. 

All the little highschool girls wait 
patiently for Howard’s spot, they 
squeal delightedly when they hear 
his first soft tones coming from off- 
stage, and when he walks on, topped 
by his curly, shining, black hair, 
they go nuts. They love the way he 
grabs the mike with both hands, 
pulls it toward him, and then leans 
back in a pose for all the world like 
a highschool girl’s dream of Apollo, 
as his silky croon drones mushily 
through the theatre. But even they, 
the 16-year olds, are a bit weary of 
him by the time he’s finished, and 
the rest of the audience is like a 
bunch of old maids who've had to sit 
through a strip dance they didn’t 
want to see in the first place. 

Coogan begins his act with a series 
of gags such as the late Ted Healy 
might have told, but, unfortunately, 
Coogan, not Healy, does the telling. 
After an over-long session at such 
work, he is interrupted by two 
stooges hauling a piano, which in- 
strument hasn’t anything to do with 
the act, onstage. The only good 
thing they do is to interrupt 
Coogan’s monolog. Their part of the 
act is a bit of rough-house and the 
accompanying of Coogan for his 
finish, the three of ’em doing a 
fan dance with newspapers, some- 
thing which hasn’t been seen in Chi- 
cago in about two weeks, 

Carol Hughes is also featured, 
and as a Warner starlet. She's 
dressed nicely, talks badly and sings 
in the stilted manner of most band 


singers. She needs the experience 
she’s getting, but plenty, and it 
should teach her, among other 


things, that no successful performer, 
except radio announcers on daytime 
radio serials, ever work down to an 
audience. 

Jean Carroll and Buddy Howe, 
man and woman chatter team, are 
good, and would be excellent if 
Howe paced his lines faster. He 
seemed tired. Close with challenge 
hoofing. 

Seror Twins, males, open show 
after house line routine. Novelty 
turn, working with gadgets, magic 
effects, and closing with hoofing, act 
needs some editing for purpose of 
gaining speed. 

House line does two good routines, 
opening and closing. Opener 
showed plenty of tapping ability. 

Unbilled when caught was Martha 
Raye, who sat in front row, wearing 
a beard, and reading a paper in an 
attempt to blow up Coogan. 

There was a lobby line by end of 
first show opening day. Loop. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 
After some excitement last week, 
|newsreels settle down to pretty 
|much the usual again this session. 
Only thing in the way of a rapid 
| heart beat is an air raid on a convoy 
|in the English channel. Clips, sup- 
| plied by Paramount, are more thrill- 
| ing than somewhat similar ones last 





week because of more orgy and 
more ships involved, but lose out on 
clarity. Distance and a channel fog 


apparently hurt. They show, never- 
theless, German dive bombers at- 
tacking a string of ships, bombs fall- 
ing and anti-aircraft puffing up the 
sky. RAF pursuit planes shoo the 
raiders, but not before the camera 
dramatically catches a direct hit on 
| the stern of one ship. 

War news otherwise includes stock 
shots of the current African theatre 
(Metro and Fox); the 
cruiser, Alcantra, damaged by Nazi 


torpedoes, coming into Rio (Pathe), | 


and some feature 
soldiers and sailors from Pathe. In 
America there are shots of army 
preparation in widespread sections 


of the country, all from Paramount. | 


Most interesting are those of neo- 
phyte parachute jumpers learning 
how at Hightstown, N. J., from a} 
tower similar to that at the N.Y. | 
Fair. Army practicing with wooden | 
guns no less at its encampments 
brings dismay. Universal busts into 
the war preparations with some| 
mildly interesting stuff on troops 
using new Pennsylvania superhigh- | 


way and of a new electric machine 
gun. Latter shots are quite good. 
Fifth Column also comes in for 
treatment, combined with a com- 
posite of recent bomb scares. It’s all 
i kind of belabored and overworked 
to make a point which is vague. Fox 


shot on J. Edgar Hoover addressing | 
Washington convention on Fifth Col- | 


umnists is overlong and dull. And 
Par’s reprise of World’s Fair bomb- 
ing is old stuff, despite efforts of 
commentator to bring it up to date. 


Clips of Lindbergh and Pershing | 
giving their speeches of last week 


are provided by Par, also. 

In the realm of politics, the Em- 
bassy, as reels are currently 
edited, takes a chance on being ac- 
cused of having a side bet on Will- 
kie. While F.D.R. is 


its 


British | 


stuff on English | 


seen very | 
‘briefly welcoming South American: 


not as zowie as is her due, because 
| of a tough sequence in bookings, but 
| registers none the less. Coming in on 
| the heels of Carol Bruce, doubling 
| from ‘Louisiana Purchase,’ who took 


|thing of a new s.a. songstress, it 
|makes it pretty tough for Miss 
Edwards, who is, incidentally, a 
niece of Gus Edwards. 

On: the other hand 
handily with expert vocals in the 
ultra modern manner of rhythmic 
balladeering. She dresses well and, 
unlike her past performances, now 
works sans Steinway but still with 
a mike. In this intime room it’s a 
question if Miss Edwards needs the 
amplifier, as she has a powerful 
range. 

Felix Ferry’s Cafe Pierre in the 
Hotel Pierre has become the town’s 
newest class spot, getting a $2.50 
minimum in what might be inter- 
preted as ‘the wrongest possible 
room getting the right people.’ A re- 
formed powder room, it’s a long 
interior, with lots of wall space but 
no ringside to speak of. Nonetheless, 
Ferry’s following has made it click 
and, accordingly, it’s a _  topflight 
showcase for whatever act comes in. 
Only one turn, doing a midnight ses- 
sion, with Bob Knight’s otherwise 
expert dansapators holding forth in 
marathon dansapation. Knight is a 
good musician, specializing on an 
odd electric guitar contraption, sur- 
rounded by three reeds, piano, bass 
and drums; no brass. It’s a sprightly, 
rhythmic yet tuneful combo that 
well fits into any class cafe. Abel. 


KENNETH BOSTOCK and ALICE 

DUDLEY 
Dance Satirists 
6 Mins. 

Roxy, N. Y. 

Alice Dudley and Kenneth Bostock 
come to the Roxy this week from an 
,engagement in ‘Walk with Music,’ 
| tune show which recently shuttered 

an abbreviated Broadway visit. Duo 
| are billed as ‘dance satirists,’ but in 
|comparison with even much less 
| skillful pairs in that line than the 
| Hartmans, they scarcely fit into the 
| category. They resemble, more than 
| anything else, a couple of kids trying 
| to be funny. And not succeeding, if 








was any criterion. ‘ 
Pair follow a rhumba routine by 


she delivers | 





outrageously in the manner of a kid 
trying to be cute. Mebbe they'd be 
better just dancing. Herb. 





| PRINCE MENDES 
| the town a bit by storm as some- | 


Magician 
Nixon Cafe, Pittsburgh 

Young sleight-of-hand wiz can 
stand up with the best of the wand- 
wavers. He’s glib, casual and nicely- 
mannered; has neat bag of tricks and 
knows how to play them for maxi- 
mum results. The stand by card 
manipulations and chain cigaret 
stunt are, of course, part of Mendes’ 
repertoire, as they are of almost 
everybody in the trade, but he has a 
flock of cuties of his own, too. That 
one of pulling half a dozen ringing 
alarm clocks out of his high-silk hat 
is a nifty and sets him up solidly 
with the crowd. 

Mendes is also something of a 
Bergen and his topper is a bit in 
which he calls upon somebody from 
the audience. Instructing the ae 
stooge to move his mouth up an 
down whenever prodded in the back, 
Mendes then proceeds with a two 
man act that’s a howl and a socko 
climax to his turn. Gets across some 
embarrassing ones for uninitiated 
knee-sitter, but he does it so good- 
naturedly nobody takes any offense, 
particularly the victim. ’ : 

Magician has a fast, engaging line 
of patter and looks the part in his 
legerdemain cape and tails. Cohen, 


RAY and TRENT 
Acrobats 
12 Mins. 
Music Hall, N. Y. 

Ray and Trent are obviously vaude 
vets, but they aren’t in VARIETY’s 
New Act files, so this is for the rec> 
ord. Pair do a solidly entertaining 
bit of lift and balance acrobatics, 
with touches of tap and comedy, i 
the Music Hall’s current stage bill, 
getting a deserved response. 

For this appearance they're in cone 





the stoniness of this Roxy audience | timing, 


'vict garb, making their entrancé 
'from the rods of a freight car upy 
| stage. Comedy bit is brief and the 
| dancing is negligible, but their bal 
| ance stuff is of the best. Do abou 
,all the standard tricks and a few 
|extra of their own. All tough, al 
|cleanly done, with a nice sense o 
showmanship and comedy, 
Surefire for vaude, niteries or spote 
} ting in revues, Hobe. 


- 





delegates and Henry Wallace is toss- 
ing a boomerang (a real one), Will- 
kie is shown twice making the same 
speech and getting some sly little 
digs in at the Administration. Once 
would be perfectly okay, but when 
the Embassy goes repetitious to 
make sure no one’s going to miss the 
Republican candidate (he’s there in 
an ‘Information Please’ short, too), 
it appears biased. It’s also bad 
showmanship, Political clips are all 
Paramount's. 


ing parachutists being dropped into 
the midst of forest conflagrations is 
best. (Par). Refugee kids at Yale 





| (Pathe) also have a load of human | 


|interest, although  there’s little 
imagination used in the shots, which 
merely show them playing ball. 
Skeet-shooting contest (Pathe) tops 
the sports stuff, with skiing in bath- 
ing suits, a U entry, is runner up 
A Lew Lehrism has a 60-year-old 
woman high diving, finishing with 
the ever-funny stunt of projecting 
|the pictures in reverse to make her 
| fly back to her perch. Herb. 





Tony Martin 


_—_—- CONtinued from page 3 





at the Modernistic ballroom, but it 
was nearly 9:30 before 
showed up, although the program 
was supposed to be broadcast over 
WTMJ from 9 to 9:30. 

Although it was night, 
only 2,100 persons had been attract- 
ed to the ballroom, but they were 
aware of brewing trouble as soon 
as Martin put in his appearance and 
exchanged dirty looks with the mu- 
sicians. He crooned as 
doing the audience a great favor to 
even appear before it, although his 


Sunday 


| appearance was so late that already | 
a number of patrons had demanded | 
When Martin | 


| their money back. 
| sang about mission bells there was 
a great clatter of cowbells from the 
| drummer’s corner, and when Martin 
played a clarinet the saxophone sec- 
tion smirked behind his back. 


| 


vance, and about 11:30 he visited the 


office of Manager C. S. Rose to col- 
lect the other 50% of his contract 
price. Rose in the meantime had 


conferred with Vollmer Dahlstrand, 
president of the Milwaukee Musi- 
cians Association ‘AFL Local No. 8) 


Among the general stuff, firefight- | 


singer | 


if he were | 


Martin had been paid $525 in ad- | 


and was told he was quite within = 


ed 


his rights in docking Martin for an 
hour’s pay. When Rose told this t 

Martin he flew into a rage an 

rushed back to the bandstand, and 
ordered the Zurke bandsmen to: ‘Cut 
it, boys, we’re getting out of this 
dump.’ 

Band Scrams 


The band stopped in the middle of 
| the number and left. 

Steve Swedish and his orchestra, 
| which alternates with guest bands, 





| finished out the night’s program. 
‘We cater to the public, not to 
| band leaders like Tony Martin,’ said 

Manager Rose. ‘Zurke did a good 
job and I regret his boys have tg 
| be hurt, but we had to have a showe 
down with Martin.’ 

Dahlstrand, the union chief, supe 
| ported Rose and said: 

‘Martin will not be paid for time 
when he wasn’t there, and he'll be 
penalized some more for pulling his 
band out early. Some of these name 
bands that come to town are high 
hat and we have to cool ’em off.’ 


‘Rose was really rude to me,’ said 
Martin. ‘He let me go all night with: 
out telling me what he intended t 
do. Yes, I was late. After all, I 
sing, you know. My job is to sin 
and sign a lot of autographs. Mik 
waukee’s a nice town and I’m not 
angry, but I suppose I'll have to get 
a lawyer about this.’ 





Mrs. F. D. R. 


L_._._.._ Continued from page 3...) 








in order to spare her embarrassment, 

Any hopes that the dispute, now 
in its ninth month, might be settled 
| soon, suffered a setback by the start 
of a new policy—simultaneous opene 
ing of the same film in two downs 
town Warner houses, Stanley and 
Earle. ‘Gone With the Wind’ ran 
in two houses at the same time, but 
| with different policies; one had ree 
| served seats, the other first-come, 
first-served. ‘I Love You Again’ 
opens in both houses at popular 
prices. Talk is that that’s the solue 
tion agreed on to keep biz at the 
Earle, which has been suffering from 
second-raté product. Out-of-town 
shoppers who go to the Earle 
wouldn’t walk the eight extra blocks 
to the Stanley, and now they'll get 
the town’s best. 
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Equity Council Confab (20) May Decide Helen Ford Due Back 


In Husband’s Musical 


Sunday Shows and League Agreement ccs: ssc vce cs soa 





What may be a most vital Equity 
council session from a managerial 
standpoint, as possibly affecting the 
season of 1940-41, will be held next 
Tuesday (20). Special order of busi- 
ness will include Sunday perform- 
ances; also the extension of the 
agreement with the League of New 
York Theatres, a pact which for the 


past two seasons committed Equity | 


not to change policy without the as- 
gent of the managers. 

Sundays are considered the major 
matter of the two at this time. Equity 
has beén advised by the League that 
it has definite agreements with the 
stagehands that regular rate of pay 
will apply for Sabbath performances, 


granted that the actors are not paid 


extra salary. The nods from the 
back stage and pit unions are re- 
garded as the longest step in the 
direction of Sundays that has been 


accomplished. Last season, when 
some progress was made, the stage 
hands balked. Their subsequent 


change of mind may be the lever 
that will result in Equity withdraw- 
ing from its no-Sunday attitude. 
Present regulation is that actors get 
double pay for Sundays, which 
stymied the managers. 


Council itself can order in Sun- 


days, although that is not generally | 


realized. It is the controlling body 
of the legit actors association and can 


so act without placing the matter be- | 


fore the membership. Membership 
can reverse the council, but it is be- 
lieved that, in 
ment, the rank and file would be 
guite willing to enter into what may 
be an experiment. 

May Prolong Engagements 


There are some diehards in Equity 
who are still opposed to Sundays, but 
other leaders are in favor of such 
performances on the strength of the 
managerial theory that they would 
make for the lengthening of Broad- 
way engagements. If Sundays come 
in it will be for the entire season, 
that is from September to the end 
of next May, and, if proving success- 
ful, could be extended indefinitely. 

Sundays would be expected to 
especially help moderately successful 
attractions, but a proportion of hits 
would probably play Sundays, too, 
although whether some stars would 
appear on such days is problematical. 
As for performance time, most shows 
would have curtains around three in 
the afternoon during autumn and 
winter, which would mean that Sun- 
day night performances would be 


played only if the matinee were 
dropped. 
Law in New York stipulates that 


players appearing on Sunday in legit 
must have 24 hours rest during the 
week, NVhen Sabbath 
tried in a desultory way a year ol 
®0 ago, Mondays were dropped. The 
curious quirk of the tha 
other types of shows and _ sports 
events do not have the same restric 
tion, so that the Sunday 
dently discriminatory. It's beer 
pointed out that Equity people wh 
said ‘no’ on the Sunday thing have 
appeared on such days in 
vaud film houses, where 
five shows are given sometimes. 

An amendment to the present lav 
s0 far as legit is concerned may be 
sought by the managers later on, 
idea being to strike out the 24 hours 
rest provision. It will probably be 
opposed, but the discrimination argu- 
ment may win. Shows at the World's 
Fair operate on a seven-day basis, 
though some are classed as legit—by 
Equity at least. Stage hands, except 
for some department heads, do not 
work seven days, in vaudefilmers 
burlesque and other spots, being re- 
quired by the union to lay off one 
day. Same applies to musicians 

Extending the agreement 
changing rules is also important to 
the managers. It is likely that Equity 
will assent, but the plan to raise the 
minimum salary from $40 to $50 is 
still a hot topic among many of the 
moderately paid plavers. There may 
be a string to extending the 
because of that. Some Equityites 
think that such a boost would result 
in chopping out bit parts and there- 
fore not be of general benefit to 
actors, but it is understood that quite 
a percentage of the membership 
favors the increase, regardiess. 


shows 


were 
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Statute 15s 


law 1S e\ 
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Siegel Gets ‘Premiere’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 13. 
Max Siege) has obtained the rights 
to ‘World Premiere,’ new play by 
Alex Gottlieb and Edmund Joseph. 
He plans to give the piece a 
Broadway production in the fall. 


+ 


light of unemploy- | 


pact | 





‘ABBOTT EAST TO 
READY B’WAY SKED 





| George Abboit, who last week fin- 


ished shooting ‘Too Many Girls’ at 
RKO, is due east around the be- 
‘ginning of next week, the exact date 
depending on retakes for the picture. 
He'll first handle rehearsals on the 
legit version of ‘Girls,’ which opens 
a tour Labor Day in Chicago. Then 
will begin readying his 
schedule for Broadway. 
First show on the 

| Joey,’ 
John O’Hara and score by Rodgers 


‘and Hart. Other two Abbott items 
are ‘And One for the Lady,’ straight 


list is 


comedy by John Cecil Holm, which 
the author is rewriting, and the 
modern musical version of ‘Much 


Ado About Nothing,’ for which Ver- 
non Duke, John Latouche and Ted 
Fetter have completed the score and 
Robert Buckner is at work on the 
book, Whichever script is ready in 
time will be the second show on 
Abboit’s schedule. 








‘Road’s’ N.Y. B. 0. Up, 
So Maybe It'll Stick 
Around Another Yr. 


| “Tobacco Road’ is advertised to 
close Saturday (17) at the Forrest, 
N. Y., but the management was still 
doubtful this week 
the drama would defi- 
stop or not. When attend- 
ance jumped last week the show’s 
operators were so jubilant that one 
Said ‘Road’ might still be on the 
Sroadway boards next August. 
There is no advance sale and, like 
most other survivors, most tickets 
are sold at the boxoffice just be- 
fore curtain time. 

Show’s gross last week was quoted 





early 
record run 


nitely 


season's | 


‘Pal 
the musical with book by | 


| 
whether | 


Way nexi seasun to star in a musical 
comedy called ‘Green in Your Eye.’ 
| Book and lyrics were written by her 
|husband, George Ford. Arrange- 
'ment with a composer to write the 
score has not been signatured, 
though the numbers are in the hands 
of a publisher. 
| Piay is set in Ireland in the 
1870's. Miss Ford did some summer 
stock appearances recently, but has 
been away from Broadway for some 
seasons, 


JOLSON, WYNN 
DUCK BIG” 
HOUSES 


ee 





Neither Al Jolson nor Ed Wynn 
want to reappear in a large Broad- 
way theatre in their respective musi- 
cal shows, both due in the early fall. 
Jolson, with ‘Hold Onto Youf Hats,’ 
is due into the Shubert, opening 
| date being mentioned as Sept. 11. 
' House relighted last week with the 
| resumed engagement of ‘Higher and 
Higher.’ Latter’s business was under 
expectations, but the office of 
| Dwight Deere Wiman, who produced 
| ‘Higher,’ savs 1i will continue there. 
Wynn's ‘Boys and Girls Together’ 
is_set for the Broadway, that attrac- 
| tion being dated for October. It 
was first slated for the Majestic, but 
the comic nixed the idea, ‘Hats’ was 
mentioned for ihe Winter Garden, 
which holds *Hellzapoppin.’ 

‘Keep Off the Grass’ was the ten- 
ant at the Broadhurst early in the 
summer, but suspended after playing 
six weeks. It was announced as re- 
suming 
no definite relighting date. Shubert 
office states the ‘Grass’ revue will 
go on Jeter in another spot. Possible 
resumption is dependent on the re- 


turn of Jimmy Durante from Holly- | 


wood, but the Schnozzle has not in- 
dicated when he will be back, 


_ —- 


at $5,200, which at $1.10 top is very | 


good money and provides a goodly 
profit for this one-setter. Increase 
last week was around $2,000, pre- 
vious week’s gross being about 
$3.300—show makes coin at that 
level. 

Road show of ‘Road’ played At- 
lantic City last week and the takings 
of around $5,000 were quite profit- 
able. Out-of-town ‘Road’ usually 
grosses considerably more than the 
Broadway company, using a highe1 


admission scale, 


Los Ang®éles, Aug. 13 
Oldest theatre in Los Angeles, 
VA } 


verceda, 


the 
is about to be restored to its 
civic 


original lustre and devoted to 


repertoire, It was the city’s tallest 


and elegant structure in the 
early 1860s, when it was built by 
William Abbott. Adelina Patti and 
contemporary celebrities trod its 
Stage. 

It was abandoned as a theatre 
years ago and turned over to small 
stores and dust. 

Restoration of the old playhouse 
financed by Mrs. Crystal C 
Courtland, is part of the plan to pre- 
serve historic structures in the Old 
Pueblo district. 


most 


omstock 


Rural G. & S. Troupe 
Due on Broadway 


With the D’Oyly Carte troupe not 
coming to America this year because 
of the war, Daltry Opera Co., which 
has formerly restricted itself to sum- 


mer Gilbert and Sullivan engage- 
ments, will come into New York 
about Sept. 24. Theatre hasn’t been 
‘decided on yet, but it will be a 


Shubert house. 

Company, which has been operat- 
‘ing for the past four seasons, will be 
'making its Broadway debut. It will 
be christened with a new label, still 
selected, when it arrives. It is 

under the direction of Joseph S. 
; Daitry. 


not 


TWO MUSICALS 
SET FOR PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Aug. 13. 

jong time since a Philly 
bowed in before 
Even that holiday, once 
a tradition for the start of activities. 
has seen el! houses shuttered during 


It's been a 
season has 


ir Das 


recent years The 1940-41 season, 
however will get started the week 
previous to Labor Day. The show is 
the A Jolson musical, ‘Hold Onto 
Your Hats,” and it will open at the 
Forrest, Aug. 27 

Initial ads here specify ‘five day 
engagement,’ but its definitely un- 
derstood Jolson production will hold 
for second week 

Forrest's start Jooks doubly prom- 


ising as the Ed Wynn musical, ‘Boys 
and Girls Together,” is set for Sept 
16. Locust Street probably won’t 
bow in until end of September 
on the Erlanger. 


MEMPHIS OPERETTAS 
SHOW $4,000 PROFIT 


There's no word 





Memphis, Aug. 13 
Memphis outdoor operettas wound 
up « five-week eason $4.000 in the 
black, on the basis of preliminary 
estimates given business manager 
Joseph Cortese 
Chocolate Soldier, final Memphi 


Open Air Theatre show of summer, 


grabbed esi’ma‘ed $7,800 despite bad 
weather, a good take in view of the 


over-all budget. 
grosses for the 
Widow.’ $6,000; ‘Little 
$3,700; ‘Naughty Mari- 
etta,’ $9.000, and ‘Mary,’ $3,500. On 
total budget cf $26.000, MOAT’s ap- 
proximaie £30,000 gross represents a 
safe margin with a small nest-egg for 


$5.200 weekly 

Othe 
were: ‘Merry 
Jesse James,’ 


+ 


interim oper. ns until 1941. 
Only imporiant changes contem- 


plated for next season are lengthen- 
ing the season from five to six weeks 
construction of pergolas or pa- 
mwas during oc- 


and 


vilions to shelter « 


cesiona!l rains. 


€ 


Red Charges Heat Up Equity 


| 





Proposal! to revive ‘Show Boat’ as 


outlined by Nick Holde and Albert | 
Johnson in the fall has been shelved, | 


for the time being, at least. 


Hammerstein and Jerome Kern, who 
write the score, want the show spot- 
ted in the Center, N. Y., but 
house is not available. 
is due there. Sonie Henie is inter- 
ested in the rink show, but will not 
appear in it. 

Plan was to present ‘Boat’ with a 
name cast, using none of the orig- 


are of the opinion 
is too large for a book musical such 
as ‘Boat’. New managerial 





merstein and Kern for a musical 
play with San Francisco as the back- 
ground, 


Equity Gives N. Y. Co-op 
Group Green Light; Will 


A cooperative theatre group, the 





in August, but there now is | 


summer 


| first given the go signal by Equity in 
some years, is slated to start oper- 
ating at the Irving Place, former 
New York burlesque house, near the 
| 14th street zone. Group headed by 
Robert Breen is composed of six 
|} actors who will operate the venture 
without any managerial connection 
Stated that a number of name play- 
ers will appear in their presenta- 
tions, but under different conditions 
than applicable to the group 
| Arrangement made with Equity is 
that the Breen coterie are to work 
entirely as co-op. When other play- 
ers are used, the co-op people must 
file security of cash guaranteeing 
that the others receive at least $40. 
the minimum set by Equity. Guest 
stars and directors called in are 
otherwise to work on the same per- 
centage as the operators up to the 
ezreed on figure, net takings there- 
after being distributed according to 
the relative importance of the per- 
formance contributed by those tem- 
| porarily appearing. 
| Announcement that the co-op out- 


fit had the sanction of the stage- 
hands led to the impression that the 
crew would work on the same bas 
as the co-ops. Solly Pernick, of lo- 
cal No. 1, who handled the deck- 
hands’ end, stated that the men 
would not work co-op and that the 
union is unalterably opposed to such 
employment. He added that because 
the theatre is off the beaten path 
the tagehands would make some 
concessions, though the scale would 
remain as is 

Five or six plays are schedules 
for showing during the season, fi 
to be either a new transiation of 
‘Hedda Gabler’ with Mady Chris- 
tians, or ‘The Idiot’ ‘(Dostoievski? 
with Jacob Ben-Ami Possibilities 
are Strindberg’s ‘Master Olaf,’ with 
Sam _ Jaffe ‘Dawn in Lyonesse,’ 
| adapted by Thomas Job, with Aline 
MacMahon: ‘Macbeth,’ with Flora 
Robson: Adam the Creator,’ by 
Kare and Josef Capek Sherwood 
Ande O Winesbu Ohio ‘Pete! 
An ; e Horns,’ adapted by Ra 
mon Nava A dary by Ludwig Le 
isol Off-Shore Wine by B. K 
Simkovitch; ‘Paul and the Blue Ox 
by E. P. Conkle, anc A Ce t 
i le i \ e DOOFK 
I R < ar Ramor ‘ score 

Jerome Moross 
Ist Colored Entry 

First colored show next season 
will probably be ‘Little Joe,’ de- 
scribed as a fantasy with music, 
which may tenant the Martin Beck. 
N. Y., in October Show is slated 


for presentation by Al Lewis and 
Milton Bender, but he- 
come interested following an audi- 
tion which was held early this week 

Cast is headed by Ethel Waiters, 
Cab Calloway and band, Katherine 
Dunham and her dancers ‘Joe’ i 
listed to open in Boston Sept. 16 at 
‘the Colonial. 


others may 


Reopen Ex-Burly House 


that | 
An ice revue} 


inal players, but Holde and Johnson | 
that the Center | 


team | 
still has a deal pending with Ham- | 


Oscar | 


| statements of 
| having denied that they 
| munists, 


ouncil Meeting; TAC Refuses 
To Name Officers, Membership 


‘SHOW BOAT’ MAY NOT 
- SAIL ON B’WAY REVIVAL 





Charges of radicalism against six 
members of Equity’s council by Cen- 
gressman William P. Lambertson of 
Kansas have not sizzled out In 
fact, the legislator has created a 


white hot situation within the or- 
ganization and at last week’s coun- 
cil session there were bitter state- 
ments made, session coming close to 
a ruction, The proceedines on that 
afternoon, torrid outside and in the 
meeting room, were described as 
‘disgraceful excitement’. 

Meeting was attended by 15 mem- 
bers of the controlling body and the 
entire time was devoted to the 
Lambertson allegations. One definite 
result was a resolution that reversed 
one of two weeks previously, when 
the council decided to print the 
charges of the Kansan in Egquity’s 
monthly magaine. 

Charges in full had been 
into print, together with 
those 


ordered 
the full 
involved, all 
are Com- 
fellow travelers, or svym- 


pathizers. Council, however, was 


'advised by its legal department that 


|rial be used at all. 


by so doing the members named 
would be libeled. Attorneys for 
other talent unions expressed the 


same opinion and it was then voted 
that none of the Lambertson mate- 
The magazine 
was due to go on the press last 
Wednesday (7), but instead, it was 


‘set back until other material could 


| clear. 


be readied. 
Nix Whitewashing 

During the meeting some surpris- 
ing statements were made by coun- 
cilors and officers, whose position 
in the situation has not been made 
One wanted to whitewash 
the six named by Lambertson, but 
that idea was stoutly opposed by 
others who are seeking to limelight 


the charges and make it definite, 
once and for all whether they are 
Communists. Those leaders are of 


the opinion that the charges are a 
severe blow to the standing of the 
actors’ association, if not the whole 
profession. 

One of those wh6 denied the 
charges sought to introduce a reso- 
lution which would revoke the coun- 
cil for the second time on the same 
day. He bitterly attacked the Dies 
Committee investigating Un-Ameri- 
canism and declared the proceedings 
of that committee are un-American. 


lis resolution to withdraw the de- 
mand for investigation by Dies was 
defeated, otherwise a new war would 


have started in Equity. 

Referring to the Lambertson 
charges, which some Equityites in- 
sist are not supported by satisfactory 
proof, another named by the Con- 
gressman admitted that he gned 
the petition favoring the Soviet sys- 
that was printed in the Daily 
Worker last year. He explained, 


tem 


however, that that was before Rus- 
ia invaded Finland and that he no 
(Continued on page 43) 


5 LEGIT BOOKINGS PEP 
HUB’S FALL SCHEDULE 


Boston, Aug. 13 

Outlook for coming legit season 
here is promising, with an 
opening of activities on Aug. 19. “The 
Little Dog Laughed,’ new play with 
music. book by Jo eph Schrank and 
Harold J. tome 
iled to preem then at the Shubert 
with Eddie Dowling staging Paul 
Draper, Tess Gardella and Philip 
Loeb are cast. 

Boys and Girls Together,” the ne 


Ed Wynn mu ed into the 


early 


core by ched- 


ical, is book 


Shubert for Sept. 2, Wynn is pro- 
ducing and writing the book. Its 
slated to open here, with Jane Pick- 


ens, Dave Apollon and The DeMarcos 
in the lineup. ‘The Male Animal’ is 


; penciled into the Wilbur, Sept. 2, but 


| Gilbert 


undecided yet whether Hub will get 
original or a road company. 

A new, untitled comedy by George 
S. Kaufman and Moss Hart, to be 
staged by Sam Harris, is marked for 
Sept. 23 opening at the Plymouth, 
but preem will be in Hariford, ec- 
cording to present plans. Ernest 
Truex, Jean Dixon and Ruth Weston 
are among those cast. 

Helen Hayes is expected here in 
‘Twelfth Night’ sometime in October 
uncer auspices of Theatre Guild and 
Miller, 
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Reviews 





AFTER THE BALL | 


Clinton, Conn., Aug. 6 


Musical fantasy in three acts (six scenes): 
beck and lyrics by Edward Eager; music 
trom Verdi, Offenbach, Strauss, Wagner, 
Von Suppe, Milfocker, Cellier, Lecoca, De- 
bussey, Planquette, Audran; musical re- 
search, Eager; séttings, David = Sarvis: 
choreography and cestumes, Jacques © 
tier; lighting, Willard Simonds; properties, 
Miki Sarvis; musical director, tobert 
Hates; arrangements, Howard Lindberg; 
features Natalie Hall and Patricia sow. 
tnan; production conceived and directed by 
Alexander Kirkland; presented by Kirk- 
land and Dorothy Willard at Clinton Play- 
heuse, Clinton, Conn., epening Aug. 6. ‘4%. 


Yhe Fairy Queen..Marian Warring-Maniey 


it- 


BOO WED cc coccscesceseve Virginia Coyle 
Seventh Dwarf..........> Donald Gustafson 
TOME. ow bk sc ccccescacetocs Jean Reynolds 
Sleeping Beauty ..........--+6+- Helen Sobol 
Atiendants..HRichard Sheridan, Frank Hall 
AMee MOTOS... .cccocscoccess Martha Il2berle 
Alice AltePr...ccscccescscerse Janet Andersen | 
Prince Fortunato.............-Natalie Hall 
Ds <KekaGs~ncdees ecceoee-- Mary Hopple 
WERE VEs cc ceecccccece eeeeee--Bleanor Searle 
PETE MOBTE®. ccc ccccccceseceececese Carel Deis 
Citromello...ccccsscccsecss Elizabeth Ashley 
|” PRrrrrrerr rr rrr Charles Hart 
Meee Parvo Toccccecccecvcccvese John Call 
Us a0's 00d Hit] Edwards, Carole Freeman 
Adolfino, Lord High Chancelor.Alfred Drake 
signorina Columbina..........- Rose Moran 
aes Richard Sheridan, Steven Howerd 
Alispice, an EIf.......s00. Bronson Dudley | 
CE, 5 6.6.40000000658668 Patricia Bowman 
Malkin, Cinderelia’s Cat....Osbert Chever 
saroness .Gertrude........ Howard Freeman 
IL, on 0'scr bos v0neesesetans cae see 
Tiss nevenewenes 60046000 Jack George 
Page Boy..... nicisceia tenuous Carolyn Wes? 
en OOM, on codn cence evans Doris Pernard 
DER PRAUR i. céccwesveevca Jacques Cartier 
Forest ...--Alan Currier, Frank Puiol 
 SrrrrerrrtTrT TT TT itt Carol Deis 
Slipper Bearer......cccsces: Donald Murphy 
DORON. oo s sds 0 ves 04060 6006s Beene 


Originally conceived as a fantasy 
designed primarily for holiday con-, 
sumption, this Kirkland-Eager ver- 
sion of ‘Cinderella’ gives promise of 
developing into a novel musical that 
stands a better than fair chance of 
catching on. Production has definite 
appeal for the ‘One for the Money’ 
type of audience, yet has enough 
burlesque action to get a rise out of 
the common or garden variety of 
playgoer. 


Production is an unusual mixture 
of sophistication and low comedy, 
running from opera to slapstick, wiih 
enough social significance items 
thrown in to give it a timely touch. 
Contains such odd bits as window 
shades in tree branches, turning a 
can of pumpkin into a yellow cab 
in the Cinderella transformation 
scene, and a 200-pcund fairy queen 
reeling off the book in verse. 

Kirkland has given the presenta- 
tion A-1 production, going to town 
on sets and costumes in a manner 
that belies its strawhat background. 
As a matter of fact, the show could 
probably get by in bigger time with 
comparatively little extra mounting. 
On the music end, however, there's 
plenty of leeway for addition as en- 
tire score is handled via dual pianos. 
The fact that some 23 widely varying 
numbers are put over acceptably by 
the ivory-tickling team of Bates and 
Lindberg is a tribute to their skill 
and also an indication of how far the 
musical end of this production could 
go under more expansive orchestral 
facilities. Numbers, taken from the 
classics, range from opera to folk 
songs and music hall airs, and they 
tie in fittingly with progress of the 
book. Research on these selections 
jisplays extensive musical know!- 
edge on Eager’s part. Lad’s lyrics, 
too, are exceptionally clever. 

[ heavy on talent, 
Natalie Hal and Patricia Bowman 
getting top billing. Miss Hall’s vo- 
calizing is pleasing, as also is her ap- 
pearance. She sings well in solo and 
dittoes when accompanied by a 
femme quartet. Latter is composed 
of Carol Deis, Mary Hopple, Eleanor 
Searle and Elizabeth Ashley, who 
put over one of the show’s ace nove!l- 
ties, ‘The Girl with the Clock in Her 


Show is with 
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EDDIE 
GARR 


Distinctive Entertainer 
CURRENTLY 

CAL-NEVA LODGE 
WASHOE COUNTY, NEVADA 
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Mgt.: WM. KENT 
1776 B’way, New York 


America’s 











i himself 


Also rating a nod on the 
Alfred Drake. 

Miss Bowman leads the 
way in some fetching ballot work. 
Shines on her own and shows up 
well with Jacques Cartier and Bron- 
son Dudley Cartier upholds the 
classical and nicely in a faun ballet 
and Dudley is excellent on taps. Rose 
Moran registers in a mechanical doll 
routine. 

Comedy burden is_ principally 
Howard Freeman's and he eats it 
up. Cast as Cinderella's step-mother, 
Freeman burlesques his way through 
several comic routines that go over 
solidly. Also in for laughs are the 
knockabout team of Sol and Jack 
George, as Cindy’s ‘sisters.” John 
Call pantomimes 


Tum-Tum.” 
vocal end is 
For terps, 


the role of Otto 
Soglow’s ‘Little King’ for a series of 
chuckles, and Marian Warring-Man- 
ley adds dignified smiles with her. 
reading of the versified book. 

‘Ball’ is an ambitious undertaking 
for a hay-and-straw tryout and it’s 
a credit to all concerned. Bone. 


WHITE PONY 


Woodstock, N. Y., Aug. 9. 


Play in three acts (five scenes) by Marien 
Lloyd Directed by Robert Elwyn: setting 
by Albert Kdward Milliken, Presented by 
Elwyn at the Woodstock playhouse, Wood- 
stock N Y Auz. 8, ‘40 
Louise Thayer Donna Earl 
GOD. SUVOEs 3000 0 ss0senn¥s Charita Bauer 
Reginald Farrington..........Peter Adams 
Anthony Thayer........-- Herschel RBeniley 
PURia FUMUAIL. ..ccccece .Mary Drayton 
Peter Tremseelh: co cdeuscacsce .Jean WBarrere 
serge Dumov...... edecreces Ivan Triesault 

| Bunny Winters e6600s. Patricia Peardon 
ens 60006. kbsedenesbeoene Pauline Meyers 

Lee Shubert is reported eyeing 
this one for Broadway, with re- 


visions contemplated. As it stands, 
‘White Pony’ offers a workable idea 
and some good kid characters, but 


it is not yet a satisfactory play. 
Story is basically serious stuff and 
suffers at present from a drift to- 


ward comedy reminiscent of ‘A Case 
of Youth’ in the second stanza. Also 
there are characters and incidents 
which have no direct connection 
with the theme, and too many 
stretches during which nothing hap- 
pens. 

Rewriting will have to be exten- 
sive to realize all possibilities in Miss 


Lloyd's situation, which concerns 
plight of a teen-aged girl, child of 
divorced parents, who learns self- 
reliance through a series of bitter 
disappointments. 

The talented Charita Bauer, a 
near-orphan of divorce in ‘The 
Women, has the role of Kathie} 
Thayer, and makes the girl’s pre- 


dicament seem real. Jean Barrere is 
agreeable in romantic passages with 
Miss Bauer. As Kathie’s mother, 
Donna Ear! hits the proper neurotic 


‘ > >)" > *yV as es ‘ 
fe or » but a Pe Ree | ery of the house boy that ‘carriages 
sp ated _ ~gg my ie is cg po | are coming’—this being the signal 
make all I =" ‘ati a a — Paul | that business in their chosen field is* 
ye a Pe gh oy ey Tri again on the upgrade after the rav- 
A dare pain sats vs “ie. > a 
ROS, Sate Say ee, SYSE Sr, | eee Gf Whee Dave pamed. 
sault, Patricia Peardon and Pauline aoe ; ; 
Meyers provide solid support. Set-| Play is pretty bawdy throughout, 
tine and direction are creditable |author apparently figuring if they 
Just now ‘White Peny’ doesn’t look | got away with ‘Primrose Path, he 
like much for pictures, but further could get away with almost anything. 
work on the script may help. | Casting is generally good, with 
p y I | ; ; : A 
Paul. | Miss King a possible holdover for the 
» Seer | Broadway try Nat Burns, as a 
|medico sot who inhabits the joint, 
BRASS RING | does okay, as also does John Lorenz, 
a ham who stops at the place for a 
Cumberland, R. L, Aug. 6. |Test cure. The ladies of the evening 
Ciel . three acts (four scenes) by | are ably portrayed by Enid Markey 
, i nd | r Kalisech Stagea | Jean Casto, Anita Webb, Grace Car- 
lia r 9 by Richard Bur-|ney, Dorothy Brackett and Fraye 
a oe = aoe Be A, . gp — Gilbert. Miss Gilbert is a particu- 
o ine & °40. |}larly impressive looker and Miss 
rg Mary Burns | Markey makes her role stand out. 
Barney. Leon Smith} Maxine Stuart and Kevin McCar- 
“ — diniicaega, > ~ be thy fit as the love interest. Richard 
MAITO., sccacreeeeveses , 3 seO Att ’ 4 ° 
ce Me Don Lee| Whorf’s staging is competent and 
Hat iii i George Richardson | Single setting of an oldtime sitting 
MOND i cd is cnaneeeereewwas rd surge s| room is good as to detail Bone, 
POBEY on ccscccvecescoces ae Valentin ‘ord | ESE 
Pith ssce SPOT eT eee FR Dawson | 
centinia’ Mason 220002070202." neity’ aaier | PRIVATE, CONF 
Cynthia Mason paths .Betty Miller 
Timothy Van Ryppeu ‘‘harles Windsor USION 
Capt. Annabelle Ent whtetle. . ... ee Rye Beach, N. H., Aug. 6. 
Jere “hf Leon Shaw Comedy in three acts yu n by 
PO, « hidgeeeswinnennens Guy kedwarde | Austin Parker and Hardie Albrigh ree 
ee rr rer rer eer Richard Burgess | Sented by the Farragut Players, siaged b 
i Se ae ae Frederic Dawsen | Dorothy M. Crane, with sets by Jon Soll- 
De kos whsecenns ekaeseubeond Harold Benton] ¢rs, at Farragut Playhouse, Rye Beach, 
8 SE IRIEL OE EM, Thelma Carter N. H ‘ Aug. 6, "40 
et cae Relea Valentine Ford | Benita ee eeeees .-.-Grace McDonald 
A nothe 3 RLITS. .ccccces Frances Jenkins | Rick............ eososves- Lauren Gil 
M Disa Albert Otte | Jimmy. OWN eesbeueweees Wall 
Proces Ser ' : ae Lee | Janet ceoevceccccnce @eeceece Anne ‘ 
PEE He Champ.. Ay Sm 1 
j : : ive en ei eae ae ere Peggy Ha 7 
Brass Ring,’ story of a carnival| Mrs. Fleming Jean Guild 
publicity man’s troubles, is said to lion gage _--meerritt Stone 
be under consideration as a possible | poke Reverend.......+... goa Anderson 
Boe < ae watt TN, 066.4066 6s Phillin Harmon 
vehicle for the Marx Brothers. With} Alg.............. Seurge Shenk 
their penchant for screwball comedy, oe 
it may be worked into a passable : 
vehicle. However, it would take the | P gg a Magn a good idea for a 
Marxes to turn it into a laugh com-|P!4Y Dut they have not made it jell, 
nor have they fizzed it up with 


edy, something that was sadly lack- 
ing in the tryout. 

The entire cast and the director, 
too, apparently worked on the mis- 
taken premise that the louder the 
production, the funnier. 

Story concerns the efforts of Mac- 
Adams (Lauren Woods) to reinstate 
into the graces of Harry 
Piper (George Richardson), owner 
of Crescent Park and so-called dean 
of carnival men. Having made his 
pile, Piper feels he wants to get his 
park away from the rowdy influence 
and decides to hire a socialite to 
handle publicity. In the meantime 
press had become sour on MacAdams 
when an advertised fortune-tellers’ 
convention fpiled to materialize be- 
cause of tha forgetfulness of Ace 


Spiro (Don Lee), slap-happy high 
diver, 

Leve interest is provided by Sandy 
(Mary Burns), who wants Mac- 
| Adams to give up carnival life and 
i settle down to a less hectic job so 
that they might be married. Mac- 
| Adams, however, loves the life and 
when the socialite’s, Cynthia Mason 
| (Betty Miller), campaign flivs, Mac- 
| Adams gets the job and the girl. 


Timing was way off and added to. 


the general confusion, making it still 

more difficult to pick out any out- 

standing material or performance. 
Malo. 


CARRIAGE TRADE 


Stamford, Conn., Aug. 10. 


Comedy-drama in three acts (four scenes) 
by Robert Thomsen Staged by Richerd 
Whorl, with settings by Tom Adrian (Cra- 
craft. Presented by Monte Prose: ung 


Stamford Community 
yon., Aug. 6-10, "4H. 


Walter Batcheler at 
Playhouse, Stamford, 





BESS BPs cvcccccsscccsscccvesss Mdith King 
ere eee ee Maxine Stuart 
BORG - ccccvcceccscoccece Dickie Van Patten 
Miss Myrtle............. ..-. dean Casto 
Mies Susie. ..cccccscece eevece Anita Webb 
Bilas BVFEGO. coccccccccecscss Grace Carney | 
Miss Dolores............. Dorothy Brackett 
Se, MRR ca sceseees ...Fraye Gilbert 
Miss Patience-Comfor(........ Enid Markey 
i, Pr ererrrr ry ...-Eulabelle Mocre 
EORGOe. BEOVORs vcccc cence ctestvas Nat Buras 
Siade LeatherDys6 ....cccccccess John Lorenz 
Michael Kirby.......... ».. Kevin MeCarths 
Cs 6.6b:0 40650 0008008 Prvar McFadden 
Mr. Dane csoccecesocec ERE Bena 
DAMIG!. .cocccccecsocccvess Thomas Kennedy 
0 Per eT ° Lloyd Gough 
Ist Union Soldier.. .. Zachary Scott 


list Confederate Soldier 


William Terry 

2nd Confederate Soldier Lawrence Hayes 
Containing enough merit to war- 
rant a‘*Broadway gamble, Monte 
Proser and Walter Batchelor will 


take just that with ‘Carriage Trade,’ 
their third tryout of the summer sea- 
son. Getting away to a rapidly paced 
first act that holds several belly 
laughs, play lets down in two final 
| stanzas but not to a point where it 
can’t be salvaged. Performance 
caught was in pretty good shape for 
a briefly rehearsed break-in and 
gave indication of getting by when 
the priming coat has been replaced 
with proper revisions. 

Classified among tales of a ‘way- 
ward’ inn, action is laid in “Miss Joy’s 
Place’ on the Baltimore Pike during 
| the Civil War. Edith King, as mad- 
ame of the brothel, has an entourage 
of femmes that range from a new- 
comer, who is adopting ‘the profes- 
sion’ to get away from an unwanted 
| husband, to a Bible-quoting prostie 
| whose knowledge of the Scriptures 





came from an evangelistic patron 
‘who. didn’t have any money s9 he 
left her a lot of pamphlets.’ 

An element of romance is intro- 
duced via Miss Steve, daughter of 
Miss Joy, and Michael Kirby, young- 
| ster about to report for war dutv. 
The house is turned into a temporary 
hospital during a heavy battle and 
the girls are on the verge of forsak- 
ing their profession to organize a 
nursing unit, but final curtain brings 





|a laugh when they succumb to the 








enough sparkling dialog to make it 


a boxoffice draw. However, Grace 
McDonald, from musical comedy, 
emerges from the preem with a 


pretty feather in her hat, since she 
proves beyond auestion that she has 
talent and charm for legit that may 


ducers. 

‘Confusion’ moves at a zippy pace 
for two acts, but slows down to a 
dog trot in the third. It doesn’t 


fully daffy people to wind up so con- 
ventionally, but it’s entertaining to 
watch them until the end comes in 
sight, which is too early in the 
process. Even in the best of the 
play there are some things skipped 





well be sought by Broadway pro- 


seem quite right for three delight- | 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


—- 





Little known that ‘Pins and Needles,’ now playing summer spots, was 
presented before Labor Stage took it over. Under the same title it was 
shown in the studio of the former Princess theatre, N. Y., which wag 
later renamed Labor Stage, in 1936. Group which had the unique revue 
was called the Contemporary Theatre, Inc., and it is figured that it 
tossed away $100,000 in not regularly putting on the show. As originally 
shown ‘Pins’ had an all Equity cast and it was reviewed in several Papers. 
Philip Loeb staged the show originally and the late Emanuel (Manny) 
Eisenberg, who mysteriously drowned when he dropped from a plane into 
New York bay, was also interested. 


in November, 1937, a year and one-half later, the International Ladies 
Garment Workers Union presented ‘Pins’ through its entertainment arm, 
Labor Stage, using cloak and suit non pros, and scored a long run re- 
cently completed at the Windsor. The former Princess theatre on west 
39th street is now virtually useless and has been condemned so far as 
performances are concerned. 


Edna Ferber, author and playwright who participated in the writing of 
outstanding Broadway successes, went through with her stage debut Mon- 
day (12) in a stock showing of ‘The Royal Family,’ Maplewood, N. J. 
Middle-aged writer is smilingly described by professionals as ‘a frustrated 
actress." Her appearance in the Jersey stock is more of a stunt than a 
prelude to possible appearances on Broadway. However, Miss Ferber 
was informed by Equity that she must join. That means initiation fee 
and dues to Nov 1, a matter of $54.50. Looks like she'll be in the red on 
her first and probably only date. 

Among the comedy hits te Miss Ferber'’s credit are ‘The Royal Family’ 
and ‘Stage Door,’ both written with George S. Kaufman. During a 
luncheon recess during the collaborative writing, Kaufman complimented 
her with: ‘Edna, you certainly are a smart girl.’ She replied: ‘George, I’d 
have given my life for you to have said ‘Edna, you are a pretty girl,’’ 

Miss Ferber’s niece, Janet Fox, has appeared in a number af Broadway 
casts, her best performance having been in ‘Having a Wonderful Time.’ 


June Walker, former Broadway star, was both thrilled and disappointed 
last week when she learned that her eight-year-old son had made his stage 
debut in ‘Tomorrow and Tomorrow’ at the Cape Playhous2, Dennis, Mass, 
Kid was spotted in the show by Richard Aldrich. First Miss Walker knew 
about it was a short note from the lad to the effect that he was making his 
first appearance. It was signed John Kerr, his father being Geoffrey Kerr, 
English actor to whom Miss Walker was formerly wed. 

Miss Walker was somewhat upset because she could not leave the city 
and see the kid-act. She is occupied as understudy for Dorothy Stickney, 
femme lead in ‘Life with Father,’ Empire, N. Y., which requires her pres- 
ence in town. Since the show opened last autumn Miss Walker stepped 
into the part four times when Miss Stickney was indisposed, but had not 
been called Gn to do so lately. No publicity was given on the replacement 
performances, 

Dessera, Inc., has been chartered at Albany to control theatres, music- 
halls and other amusement projects in New York. Among the directors 
named is one Ann Nicholls, but it is not the Anne Nichols who wrote and 
preduced the record-run comedy, ‘Abie’s Irish Girl mentioned is 
4 stenographer in the office of Louis M. Weber, a Times Square attorney, 
and it’s presumed that other directors have similar positions. 

Same outfit has incorporated to operate gas and service stations. Attor- 
ney stated the first named compar.y had nct outlined its plans, nor what 


its activities would be so far as show business is concerned. 
. 


+ ’ 
10se. 


Irving Ackerman, veteran Frisco showman, is busy correcting proofs of 
his third book, this one co-authored with Lyle Onstott. It’s called ‘Yous 
Dog as a Hebby,’ and its only connection with show business is chapter on 
stage and film dogs of past and present. 

Ackerman raises wire-haired terriers as an avocation and is considered 
one of the world’s authorities on the subject, having twa works on the 
topic to his credit. New volume soon to be issued by Harper's. 


Recent story from St. Louis about the opening of ‘East Wind’ at the 
Municipal theatre there failed to include Ruth Sato among the featured 
players. Appearance marked her legit debut. Besides having her first 
speaking part, she was premiere ballerina of the show. 


over too lightly; and a gross godt’ I] B | Bi 

; the mention of incest which de- onne y; Cia all 

tracts from the early charm of the ‘ ’ 

piece, since the characters have no T Ik Sh Off T 
more connection with incest than a a ow our 
‘anoe has with the U. S. Navy. The 


With Joe E. Brown 


nformal butler could be developed 

further by the authors, though if 

‘arried too far he might steal the 

show. Art Smith portrays The Harrison, Me., Aug. 13 

{Champ with ugderstanding, always Mare Connelly arrived here Sun- 
avoiding temptation to overplay. day (11) for a series of confabs with 
Walter Coy carries through with; Bela Blau, his strawhat-operating 

his role of Jimmy in natural, easy-| partner, and a week's rest. Play- 

going tempo and Lauren Gilbert is wright has just completed year’s 

right as a playboy-and not at all scripting contract on Coast, where 


convincing in the reformed mood. 
Miss McDonald has a brief song and 
a solo dance routine in the cabin of 
the boat, impaired by the non-sup- 
port of a whispering phonograph ac- 
companiment, but it’s superfluous. 
She makes a very good impression 
without these embellishments. 
Fox. 


among other assignments he worked 
on an adaptation of Marjory Kinna 
Rawling’s Pulitzer-prize novel, “The 
Yearling.’ 

Immediate object of visit is under- 
stood to be discussion with Blau as 
to tour possibilities of Joe E. Brown 





= in ‘The Show Off,’ which Blau re- 

vived last week at Deertrees with 

ROS R L good boxoffice results. Blau is cur- 
P E -LATCHELOR SET rently holding comic over for an- 
’ other week, using Ring Lardner’s 

2 TRYOUTS FOR B WAY ‘Elmer the Great’ as the repeat 


vehicle. 

Connelly’s release from Hollywood 
obligations may result in partners 
going ahead with their often-deferred 
plans for giving ‘Viceroy Sarah’ and 
‘Land of the Living’ N. Y. stagings 
Former was fairly promising tryout 
| here last summer, but ‘Land,’ which 
| was written by Connelly himself, has 

et to be uncurtained. 


Legit Briefs 

Marcy Wescott, Hai Leroy, Mary 
| Jane Walsh, Diosa Costello and Desi 
| Arnez resuming their lead parts in 
the ‘Too Many Girls’ tour. Van 
Johnson and Bill Blees replacing 
Richard Kollmar and Eddie Bracken. 
| Show plays five weeks in Chicago, 

‘The Royal Roost,’ play by Rich- | Starting Labor Day, then one week 
ard Dwenger, which was tested at|each in St. Louis, Indianapolis- 
Stamford this season, is not slated Cincinnati, Detroit, Cleveland, Pitts- 
for Broadway. | burgh, Baltimore and Washington. 


Monte Proser and Walter Batch- 
elor, operating the Stamford (Conn.) | 
Community theatre, plan 
two of this season’s tryouts at the 
spot to Broadway for production 
this winter. Plays, both of which are 
being revised, are Robert Thomsen’s 


‘Carriage Trade’ and David | 
| 


to bring 


‘Second Helping.’ Partners would 
be the producers, but with Shubert 
backing. 

Nate Beers, legit agent in Batch- 
elor’s office, is manager of the Stam- 
ford strawhat. It is his second fling | 
at summer theatre operation, as he 
was jointly interested in a venture 
last summer at Guilford, Conn. 








nl 
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Alec Templeton’s 12,503 Turnout Big 
Finale to Bad Season at Philly's Dell 





Philadelphia, Aug. 13. 

Alec Templeton at Robin Hood 
Dell last Thursday (8) drew a rec- 
ord-breaking crowd of 12,503, for a 
li-year tops. Mob was so great it was 
necessary to start the concert 15 min- 
utes earlier than usual at 8:15 p.m. 
Previous all-time attendance record 
at the Dell was set last month, July 
18, by Marian Anderson, Negro con- 
tralto, with a crowd of 12,247. 
Earlier this season, Oscar Levant, 
leading in an all-Gershwin show, 
pulled some 10,000 and a Lily Pons- 
Andre Kostelanetz combo accounted 
for 9,000. Dell is normally packed 
with 6,000. 

Templeton flew in from California, 
accompanied by his father and by 
Mrs. Juliette Vaiani, of Beverly Hills, 
a Templeton fan, who said she ‘just 
had to fly east to hear Alec play the 
Grieg Concerte with the marvelous 
Philadelphia Orchestra.’ 

Concert came the night before the 
Dell season called it quits, one week 
short of the 
season. 
cancellations and on other occasions, 
threats of storms kept thousands 


away with the result that the Dell | 


is about $20,000 in the red. Over- 
cast afternoons with threats of rain 
depleted audiences for Kirsten Flag- 
stad, who drew under those condi- 
tions only 2,300 paid admissions, and 
only 1,800 for ‘Madame Butterfly’ 
when it was finally sung. Main 
losses were suffered from ‘Carmen’ 
and ‘Aida,’ operas presented during 
the June cold spell, setting the Dell 
back some $10,000. 

Samuel R. Rosenbaum, Dell chief, 


speaking during the intermission at | 
suggested | 


the Templeton § concert, 
that city be prevailed upon to con- 
tribute to support of the Dell con- 
certs. ‘We cannot go on otherwise,’ 
he said. ‘And it just seems to me 
ihat the Dell ought to be one of the 
musts of Philadelphia.’ Decision to 
cancel the eighth week was an- 
nounced the week previous to give 
subscribers a chance to clean up 
their coupon books. 


Strawhat Tryouts 


(This Week) 
(Opened Monday (12), unless other- 
wise noted) 

‘The World Walks In.” by John 
Campbell Crosby and John Golden, 
at Ridgeway, White Plains, N. Y. 

‘Dellars and Horse Sense,’ by 
Philip and Frances Fox Dunning, at 
Lakewood, Skowhegan, Me. 

‘Ghost fer Sale,’ by George Jeans, 
at Cambridge, Mass. 

‘Very Liberal Arts,’ by Muriel Roy 


Bolton, at Coach House, Oconomo- 
woc, Wis. 

‘The Astonished Ostrich,’ by 
Archie Menzies, Lombero, Santa 


Barbara, Cal. 

‘Not in Our Stars,’ by 
Lawrence, at Newport (R. I.) Casino 
(opened last night—Tuesday ) 

‘Man in the Moon,’ by John Triggs, 
at Montowese playhouse, Branford, 
Conn. (opened last night—Tuesday ). 

‘Romantic Mr. Dickens,’ by Henry 
H. and Marguerite Harper. at Spring 
Lake (N. J.) Community theatre 
(opens tonight—Wednesday ). 

‘Jef?’ Comes Home,’ by John Simon 
Rodell, at Parrish Memorial Hall, 
Southampton, L. I. (opens tonight— 


Reginald 


Wednesday, postponed from last 
week ). 
‘Somehow We Live,’ by H. B. 


Witte, at Theatre-in-the Dale. Mar- 
ble Dale, Conn. ‘opens tonight- 
Wednesday ). 


‘Once Upon a Time,’ by Achmed 
Abdullah and Hubert Osborne. at 
Barter theatre, Abingdon. Va. (opens 
tomorrow—Thursday ). 

(Next Week) 
(Open Aug. 19, unless otherwise 


noted) 

‘Johnny Belinda,’ by Elmer 
at Garden Pier. Atlantic City 

‘Safe Crossing,’ by Courtenay 
Savage. at Coach House, Oconomo- 
woc, Wis. 

‘Many Happy Returns.’ by S. K. 
Lauren, at Spring Lake ‘(N. J.) Com- 
munity theatre (opens Aug. 21). 


Harris, 





Engagements 





Hugh O'Connell. Sammy White 
Marjorie Lord. John Call, Ann 
Thomas. Jack Leslie, Joseph De- 
Santis, Fred Ardeth. Emily Ross, 


Lyle Bettger, James Fuller. Edwin 
Walter, William Foran. Jack Lam- 
bert, Percy Helton, Robert Mulligan, 
‘Bangtails.’ 


scheduled eight-week | 
July rains ¢aused numerous 





Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Boys and Girls Together’—Ed 
Wynn. 

‘Jupiter 
Klawans. 

‘Bangtails’"—Boyar Associates. 

‘Two Many Girls’ (road)— 
George Abbott. 


Armitage Barn 
Again Beset By 





—— 4 


Laughs’ — Barney 











Financial troubles, which forced 
the closing of his County theatre, 
Suffern, N. Y, strawhat, a couple of 
weeks ago, continue to plague Wal- 
ter Armitage. Papers filed at the of- 


‘fice of the Rockland County clerk, | 


in New City, N. Y., included a me- | 
| chanic’s lien of $1,191 against the | 


|Bowlder Farms Theatre, Inc., and 
'the County Theatre, Inc., for ser- 
vices and materials allegedly fur- 


'Bowlder Farms is one of the County 
,theatre’s corporates. Lien and the 
affidavit accompanying it were in 
the name of the Tuxedo Park Assn.., 


Tuxedo Building Co., of Tuxedo, 
N. Y., Vincent Macaluso, vice- 
president. 

Although Armitage is still talking 
about reopening the spot, his one- 
week bond with Actors Equity has 
been exhausted and no further coin 
posted. Besides the bond, salaries 
| for a second week are in default and 
a third week’s rehearsal money is 
also unpaid. 

When the season started Armitage. 
who bought the spot this spring 
from Robert Cutler, was reported to 
have a bankroll of about $25.000. 
and later the figure mentioned was 
upped to $45,000. However, expenses 
were terrific, with heavy coin paid 
for alterations, new equipment, elab- 
orate sets, name players, as well as 
a night club and restaurant, neither 
of which clicked. 


H. ©. Crimps Honeymoon 


Clinton, Conn., Aug. 13. 

Natalie Hall’s honeymoon plans 
were stymied when ‘After the Ball.’ 
musical in which she is appearing at 
Clinton Playhouse, was held over 
for a second week. 

Actress was married Saturday 
(10) at Clinton Congregational 
Church to Edward C. Rowe, head of 


the Borden Co.’s legal department 
and had planned to leave for her 
home in Maine. 





Play Abroad 





’ 
Women Aren’t Angels 
London, July 30. 
Farce in three acts by Vernon Svyiv ne, 
presented by O’Bryen Linnit & Dunfee 
Directed by Richard Bird. At > t 
atre, London 
Mrs. Featherstone.. ; Ethel Coleridge 
Macfarlame.....ccccovcscce james Havt 
Wilmer Popday..cccocccess Robertson Hare 
Alfred Bandle...cccccceses a > Db ’ 
} nkie J y | 
\ t B } } 
Svdmey Butch... ..ccccceses: n Brie 
M rrel e 
Thelr B ere rt t hb BD 
E eth f Vv ¢ 
Maj oo ee ’ te r 
Pieri ‘ I e 
iz | 
Spe ( able } ' 
Mil ry 3’ em 


This is the fifth consecutive farce 
at the Strand in which Alfred Dray- 


ton and Robertson Hare have been 
starred. It arrived in the West End 
after a suburban tour of several 
weeks. Seldom has a show been 
greeted with almost = continuous 
laughter. Offered at popular prices, 


it promises financial success. 

Slow runs almost three hours, and 
the numerous complications and sup- 
porting characters could not prob- 
ably be compressed into lesser time 
The piece starts off with reasonably 
probable farce complications, 
it progresses, especially in the last 
act. one begins to balk at the 
premise of two partners, apparently 
in business together for a number of 
vears, not being acquainted with 
each other’s wives. Cuiting of half 
,an hour should be beneficial. Jolo. 


} + © 
Dut as 


nished between June 12 and July 2.. 





Red Charges 


Continued from page 41 


longer feels that 


Soviet. 


way about the 


Theatre Arts Committee had been | 


asked to name its officers because 
that organization had been charged 
with being a front for the Commun- 
ists. Adelaide Bean, former attress 
who is the TAC executive secretary, 
stated to VARIETY that the identities 
would be revealed this week. But 
TAC people evidently ruled other- 
wise and a letter was sent to Lam- 
bertson, who also asked for the same 
information, to the effect that his re- 
quest was ‘undemocratic.’ That is 
precisely the same argument used 
by some of those who were named in 
the charges and by others in show 
business who are frankly Red. 

So far as Dies is concerned, there 
are opinions criticising his methods 
by people in other fields, but it is 


' generally conceded that his commit- 
' tee had brought out some important 


Com Headache 


Fifth Column data and it is under- 
stood that Dies investigators are in 
close contact with the Federal Bu- 
reau of Investigation. 


Mise Bean Answers Lambertson 
Dear Congressman Lambertson: 

1 regret that I was unable to 
answer your letters before to- 
day, but as I believe my secre- 
tary has already informed you, I 
have been for nearly a month on 
vacation from this office. 

In connection with your clear- 
ly undemocratic request that I 
furnish you with a list of our 
officers, executive committee or 
governing council and present 
membership, I should like to say 
first that your actions, past and 
present, make such a request 
open to suspicion. Your unwar- 
ranted attacks on _ individuals, 
and through them on unions, in 
the entertainment field make it 
apparent that far from being 
genuinely concerned with re- 
storing the Federal Theatre Pro- 
ject you are anxious only to 
weaken the progressive demand 
by theatre people for such Fed- 
eral relief. It was for that rea- 
son alone that you loosely and 
falsely imputed ‘red’ connections 
to theatre, variety, and radio 
workers; for that reason alone 
that you ever concerned yourself 
with the entertainment field, and 
more specifically. with the Thea- 
tre Arts Committee. 

Consequently. Congressman 
Lambertson, I can find no justi- 
fication for turning over to you 
our membership lists. As for 
the names of our executives, 
the various divisons of the Thea- 
tre Arts Committee are cur- 
rently in their annual process of 
electing new chairmen and new 
officers: as soon as these elec- 
tions are complete, the names of 
such officers will be open, as 
they have traditionally been, to 
the public 


Legit Cues 


Robert E. Sherwood is summering 
at East Hampton. L. I: S. N. -ohr- 
Nantucket: Maxwell Ander- 
New City (N. Y.) home, 
Rice has taken a house 
spot. All are due back 
couple ef weeks to start 


man at 
son at his 
and Elmer 
at the same 
in fown In a 


resadving Anderson's ‘Journey to 
Jerusalem.” the Playwrights’ first fall 
production. 

Augusta Reeland to tour with 
Ruth Gordon in ‘Here Today.’ She's 
the wife of Harry Essex. company 
manager of ‘Ladies jn Retirement.’ 


Artists’ Produeer-Cocperative, a 
year-round repertory company, be- 
1g readied bv Margaret Hatfield 
for opening } Washingto: n the 
fa) 

Remy Horten, wife of Anihony 
Buttiita, pre agent for “The Lost 
Colony. at Roanake Island, N. C 
h had three sculptured works pur- 


New York Metropoli- 
although she’s been 
few months. During 
Buttitta is a concert p.a. 


chased bv the 
tan Museum 
sculpting only a 
the winter 


Virginia Godfrey. daughter of the 
ate Sam Godfrey. production as- 
sistant at the Spa theatre, Saratoga, 
N. Y. 

Maurice 
‘The Bluet 


Maeterlinck, author of 
rd,’ has agreed to write 
a new play which Clare Tree Major 
will from the French, direct 
ard produce on Broadway and the 
road in the fall. Jt will be another 
children’s piece Playwright re- 


cently arrived in the US. 


adapt 





8:30° BIG $23,000 IN 
L.A. FOR BRIT. RELIEF 


Los Angeles. Aug. 13. 
Biltmore opens its 1940-41 season 
Monday (19) with two weeks’ en- 
gagement of Flora Robson in ‘Ladies 
‘in Retirement. Company jumped 
}here direct from New York, and 
| filled in last half of last week with a 


} 
| 


San Diego. 

Bulk of biz last week. went to El 
| Capitan, Hollywood, where flock of 
film names is presenting Noel Co- 
ward's ‘Tonight at 8:30 for British 
war relief. Booking is for three 
weeks with a new bill of three plays 
each week. First six days, with a 
Saturday matinee, brought $23,000, 
virtually all the house can hold. 

‘Meet the People’ winds up its long 
tenancy at the Hollywood Playhouse 
(17) and moves following day to 
Music Box theatre, which has been 
leased by the Hollywood Theatre 
Alliance, sponsors of the revue. Last 
week’s take ran close to the $5,000 
mark, despite fact that piece has 
been running for several weeks with 
a brand new cast and new skits, but 
with absolutely no mention made to 
the public. 


Father, $14,000, 
Moves Upward 
In Chicago 


Chicago, Aug. 13. 
Going into seeond half of August, 
|operators of the town’s two shows 
jare still cheerful. Business is hold- 
|ing up despite heat. despite com- 











| petition from other amusement fields. | 


| ‘Hold On to Your Hats,’ with its run 
|inereased for an extra two weeks, 
| could stay even longer. 

‘Life with Father.’ off the beaten 
theatrical path, also has ’em treking 
{to its door after six months. It 
spurted $3,000 last week. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Hold On to Your Hats,’ Grand (4th 
week) (1,300: $3.85). Hot in town, 
but gross held up well. Got profit- 
able $19,500. only slightly less than 
week before. 

‘Life with Father,’ Blackstone (25th 
week) (1,200: $2.75). Citizenry con- 
siders this a ‘mstu.’ Got over $14,000. 


‘Road’ OK 536 in A.C. 
Atlantic ‘City, Aug. 13. 


‘Tobacco Road, with John Barton, 
grossed approximately $5,500 at Gar- 


den Pier theatre here last week, 
which is very good for a legit show 
in this town It was on par with 
‘Pins and Needie,’ which set pre- 
vious local record this season. 

Eddie Dowling’s ‘Little Dog 
Laughed’ opens tonight (Tuesday) 
for tryout week's engagement 


Current Road Shows 


(Week of Aug. 12) 


‘Hold On to Your Hats’ (Ai 


Jolson, 

Martha Raye)—Grand Opera House 
Chicago. 

‘Kiss the Bovs Goodbve'—Flatbush., 
Brooklyn 

‘Ladies in Retirement’ (Flora Rot 
son)—Municipa!l Auditoriun Long 
Beach Cal. (15): Russ Auditorium 
San Diego (16-17) 

‘Life With Father’ Blackstone 
Chicago. 

‘Meet the People’—Gea! San 
Francisce 

‘Meet the People’—Plavhouse, Ho)- 
ly wood, 

‘Pins and Needles’—Adams New- , 
ark. 
‘Sailor, Beware’—Ringside, Long 

Beach, L. I. 
‘Skylark’ (Gertrude Lawrence )— 


Curran, San Francisco. 

‘Springtime for Henry’ (Edward 
Everett Horton )-—Brighton, Brighton 
Beach, N. Y. 

‘The Little Dog Laughed’—Garden 


Pier, Atlantic City (13-17). 

‘Tobacco Road’ ‘John Barton)— 
Windsor, Bronx. N. Y 

‘Tonight at 8:30’ (Binnie Barnes 
Freddie Bartholomew, Constance 
Bennett, Gladys Cooper Douglas 
Fairbanks, Jr. Basil Rajhbone)-—El 


Capitan, Hollywood, 


date at Long Beach and two days at | 


Bway Picks Up, But ‘Higher’, $15,500, 
_ Under Expectations; ‘Hellz’ Again 246 


- 


Estimates for Last Week 





Key: C (comedy), D (drama), R 
(revue), M (musical), F ‘farce’. O 
(operetta). 

‘DuBarry Was a Lady.’ 46th St. 


(36th week) (M-1,375; $4.40). Wednes- 
day matinee was the big draw of the 
week all along the line: overcast sky 
heiped most shows sell out; scme- 
what better here; rated over $16,500: 
figure used previous week due te 
typographical error. 


‘Hellzapeppin’,” Winter Garden 
(99th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Best 
thing on Broadway for coin with the 
exception of the _  front-running 
| ‘Louisiana Purchase’; jumped over 
| $3,000 to $24,000. 
| ‘Higher and Higher,’ Shubert (13th 
week) (M-1,405; $4.40). Resumed 
engagement started wel] .then faded 
off and the first week’s take for the 
spring musical under expectations; 
estimated at $15,000. 

‘Life with Father, Empire (40th 
' week) (C-1,095; $3.30). Picked up 
with better theatre weather, and no 
_ doubt about sock comedy lasting far 

into next season; more than $16,000, 
| which was nearly $1,000 over previ- 
ous week. 


‘Louisiana Purchase, Imperial 
(llth week) (M-1,450; $4.40). Hopped 
back to capacity pace: with the 

| gross again close to tne $33,000 level, 
| musieal topper should stay well into 
the new season. 


| ‘Man Who Came te Dinner,’ Music 
| Box (43d week) (C-1,012; $3.30). Im- 
| provement for the former straight 
‘show leader, too; laugh provoker 
| bettered $19,000 and is slated into 
the fall period also. 


‘Separate Rooms,’ Plymouth (20th 
| week) (C-1,075; $3.30). Spanning 
| the summer as first expected; getting 
modest grosses, but making some 
| profit right aleng; gross approached 
| $6,000; widely cut-rated. 
| “Tebaeco Road,’ Forrest (275th 
week) (C-1,107; $1.10). Final and 
258th week announced, but may hold 
over as last week’s attendance spurt- 
ed and the gross was quoted at 
$5,200. 


SUSPENDED 

‘Keep Off the Grass.’ No date for 
show resuming; management still 
claims the revue will eventually re- 
light. 

‘There Shall Be No Night.’ Sus- 
pended at the Alvin last week; dated 
to relight Sept. 9 for two menths 
prior to touring. 


‘ROSALIE’ OPENS WELL IN 
ST. LOO; ‘WIND,’ $30,000 


St. Louis, Aug. 13. 

Ziegfeld’s ‘Rosalie’ returned with 
a star-studded cast for another 
week’s engagement last night (Mon- 
day) in the Forest Park Alfresco 
Playhouse. Cooling rains dropped 
mercury and an opening night mob 
brought estimated $3,500, good. Lee 
Dixon, on a twe weeks leave from 
‘Higher and Higher,’ clicks in the 
role of Billy Delroy that he played 
here two years ago. 

Co-starred with 





Dixon are Hope 


Manning, songbird, who clicked in 
‘Knickerbocker Holiday’ several 
weeks ago, and Robert K. Shafer. 


In support are William Lynn, Vera 
Marshe, Helen Raymond, Al Down- 
ing, Bob Lawrence, Helen Marsha!l, 
Frederic Persson, Joseph Macauley, 
Miss Marshe. Miss Raymond, Doug 
Leavitt and Downing are sock in 
the comedy roles. Vivien Fay, bal- 
lerina, was brought from Hollywood 
where she had role in ‘Dance, Girl, 
Dance.’ 


‘East Wind,’ with Sterling Hollo- 
way, Nancy McCord and Walter 
Cassel in top roles, ended week 
stand Sunday (11) with a gross of 


approximately $30,000, below aver- 
age. Goofy weather, with one per- 
formance Friday (8) presented dur- 
ng a light rain and rain on two other 
nights almost to curtain time, damp- 
ened b.o. activity 


SF. Still OK for Lest 
‘Skylark’ Big $19,000 


San Franeisco, Aug. 13. 

According to Eddie Cook, who has 
been bringing shows to San Frane 
cisco since the gay ’90s, the ol’ burg 
is just as good a show town as it 
ever was, if you've got a show. Must 
be something in it as company he 
currently represents, ‘Skylark,’ did 
approximately $20,000 on its first 
week at the Curran here, wcund up 
ts second with estimated $19.000, 
wnd will stay a total of four weeks, 
bowing out (24). 

Next door at the Geary, ‘Meet the 
Peovle’ is rolling nicely at around 
$10,000 per week. Currently im 
i fourth week. 
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Literati 


Wright, Jr., Vice Casey ; including publications 
Leo Casey, reported for weeks dealers.’ 
considering a publicity post in the — ; 
presidential campaign, resigned Sat- Memphis’ New Daily 
urday (10) as publicity director for A new independent daily called 
N.Y. World’s Fair to become na- The Memphis Democrat is reported 
tional director of publicity for prepping for publication § in ; the 
‘Democrats for Willkie’ organizaiion Tennessee city Sept. 3 in opposition 








which 
svid bj 


in national presidental election this to The Commercial Appeal and 
fall. Hamilton Wright, Jr., takes Press-Scimitar, morning and after- 
over the vacated office. noon sheets operated there by) 


Scripps-Howard. 

New rag will be published by Joe 
Rosenfield, advertising man formerly 
associated with the Scripps dailies. 
Staff said to include Bob Pigue, for- 
mer Press-Scimitar sports editor, 
and Marie Wathen, former women’s 
editor of The Commercial Appeal. 

Backing is obscure, no announce- 
ment of any kind having been made 
concerning The Democrat, but it is 
understood it will be 100% New Deal 
and for local Crump machine with- 
Only two dailies 


Casey held the publicity job. at 
the fair since Aug. 1 last year. He 
had left the N. Y. Daily News to 
direct publicity for Thomas E. 
Dewey in his campaign for gov- 
ernor of New York state, sudse- 
quently returning to the News, only 
to leave when offered the post at 
the fair. 

Wright was publicity director for 
the city of Miami and is v.p. and 
general manager of Hamilton 
Wright, Inc., which his father heads. 


Latter handled publicity for the Out reservation. 
Panama-Pacifie International Ex- here now, the Scripps papers are 
position in San Francisco in 1915, Opposing Roosevelt third term, a 


and currently represents foreign na- stand which has provoked wide- 


tions’ travel accounts, including spread controversy among Commer- 
Cubs. Mexico, Alberta and Quebec Cial Appeal’s traditionally Demo- 
(Canada), South Africa and Egypt. | cratic readers. 


Prior to the Nazis, it handled 


Czechoslovakia and Poland. New Giveaway Radio Mag 


New bi-monthly radio fan maga- 
zine with a free controlled (mailed 
‘free to askers) circulation to start 
! with 500,000 copies Oct. 1, and cover 
news campaign to which it feels five midwestern states. Tagged Dial 
its status as a@ non-advertising-|Lite, mag will be published by 
supported paper gives it special | Radio Publications Corp., Chicago, 
privileges. Teed-off with the cudgel | of which R. E. Lindgren is president, 
on ‘watered meat,’ meaning certain and R. L. Baker and Kenneth Carp- 
cuts which are hypoed full of aqua | enter are officers. Carpenter. for 
by wholesalers. Stories me itioned | past 10 years, has been with NBC. 
names and brands. Publication is to be slick paper, 

Makeup of the paper has been regulation 8'2 by 10‘ size, and run 





PM Takes a Stand 


PM, N. Y.s new daily, got away 
last week on the initial editorial- 


changed somewhat in the past few about 24 pages. Advertising already | 
is chiefly farm product | 
a less-jumbled appearance | Merchandise and mail order stuff. | 


Its a kind of evolution to contracted 


weeks. 
obtain 
and easier reading. Result gives the Plenty of pictures to be used. 
impression that fewer pictures are 
being used, but the opposite is 
actually the case, about 60% of the 
space now being photos and other | pniblication, Business Digest has 
art. What has been done is to con-| fojded with the August issue. In a 
centrate the picts on picture pages 
instead of scattering them through 
the text. 

Additionally large-scale advertis- 
ing and publicity campaign for the 
sheet is being planned. Other New 
York newspapers will be used prin- 
cipally for the ads. Tom Fizdale| 
organization, which has been hand-| iso included in the farewell is 
ling blurbing since before publica-| ,,, emphasis on the mag’s anti-New 
tion began, will continue on that end. | -,,) policy. Arrangements are 


Business Digest Folds 
After 


cover-page valedictory, the editors 
have explained that ‘...we have en- 
| deavored to market this little maga- 
| zine at a profit without advertising, 
but either we have not done a good 
job" or there is not sufficient place 
for such a publication to warrant its 
continuance.’ 


(9) in connection with its material 
on Fifth Column activities by carry- 
ing a box calling readers’ attention | 
to a series on the same subject ap- | 
pearing in the New York Evening 
Post and tabbed by PM as ‘excellent.’ 
Almost unknown for one daily to 
publicize another in this way. 


unexpired subscriptions, 


LITERATI OBITS 


E. Lee Renno, 67, co-owner of the 
St. Charles, Mo., Cosmos-Monitor and 
former postmaster of the town, died 
at his home last week from 

| disease. 
Charles M. Campbell, 88, founder 
the Hamilton (O.) Daily News, 





Six N. ¥. Newsmen on Hop of 


There are six New York news-j|died of pneumonia Aug. 11 in New 
papermen aboard Pan-American | York. eaves widow and two sons. 
California Clipper, which is making James Alden Miller, 81, veteran 
iis maiden flight from Los An-j}newspaperman who served on the 
geles to New Zealand. Plane landed | Kansas City Times as city editor and 
at Honolulu Sunday (11), com-j|was once editor and publisher of 
pleting the first leg of the long- | the Long Beach (Cal.) Press, died 
est scheduled air journey. Aug. 10 in Pasidena, Cal. 

Aboard the ship are Ward More-| William F. Kenney, 73, for 28 
house of the Sun, making his llth | years executive editor of the Boston 
globe-girdling trip by plane; Harold ,|Globe and former Florida. cor- 


Callender, Times; Ansel Tabert, Tri- | respondent of the Wall Street Jour- 


bune; Michael Foestadt, King Fea- nal, died Aug. 9 after a brief illness 

tures; W. W. Chaplin, INS, and Rov | in Boston. 

Howard. ‘rhough the latter is. part eerie 

owner of the Scripps-Howard news- CHATTER 

paper chain, he is traveling as one Charles Douglas Jackson named 

of the working press. There are ,» of Time, Inc., last week. 

<r Seed ts Cee. ee William J Scripps, Detroit News, 
Morehouse will write his ‘After|*S ™ Hollywood looking over the 

Dark,’ name of the locale com- studios 

mented on preceding the columnar Frank Mittauer back with the Los 


Angeles News, replacing Leo Simon 
in drama department. 


name, material to be transm! 
radio and air mail. 


ed by 


Saimin John Truesdell has been signed 

Speed Canadian Delivery for a daily Hollywood column and 

: . : Sumday film layout for Esquire syn- 
Delivery of American newspapers or 
, dicate 


and magazines to.Canadian  sub- 
scrib>rs delayed because of the 10% 
war import tax which involved cus- 
toms inspection, is being speeded; “ "|. eg cng 
up. Arrangement has been made published in early fall. 

for pre-payment of the tax directly | P:11 O. Nafe, former feature edi- 
to the Revenue Department, follow- | tor of Christian Science Monitor, has 
ing representations from the Ameri- | purchased McDowell News, Marion, 
can Newspaper Publishers Associa- | N. C., from F, B. Morgan. 


Ernest Hemingway in New York 
correcting proofs on his new book, 
|‘For Whom the Bell Tolls.’ 


are | 


— 


Advance Production Chart 





(Continued from page 19) 
Kerrigan, Jack Pennick, Harry Tenbrook, Rafialo Ot- 


'tiano, Constantine Romanoff, Carmen Morales. 


THE GREAT DICTATOR; production, direction, 
screen play, Charles Chaplin; camera, Karl Struss and 
Rollie Totheroh. Cast: Charles Chaplin, Paulette God- 
dard, Henry Daniel!, Emma Dunn, Maurice Moscovitch, 
Max Davidson, Nellie V. Nichols, Esther Nicheison. 

CAPTAIN CAUTION, drama; producer, Hal Roach; 


| director, Richard Wallace; screen play, Grover Jones, 


based on the Kenneth Roberts novel; camera, Norbert 
Brodine. Cast: Victor Mature, Louise Plait, Bruce 


| Cabot, Leo Carrillo, Vivienne Osborne, Miles Mander, 








heart 


It'll be | 


| camera, Jerry Ash. Cast: 
three and a half years of | 


Robert Barratt, El Brendel, Andrew Tombes, Roscoe 
Ates. 

KIT CARSON, western: producer, Edward Small; 
director, George Seitz: original screen play, George 
Bruce; camera, Jack Mescall. Cast: Jon Hall, Dana 
Andrews, Lynn Bari, Ward Bond, Harold Huber, Renie 
Riano, Clayton Moore, Raymond Hatton, Charles 
Stevens, Rowena Cook, Harry Strang, Blaney Harris, 
Al Kikume. 

THE SON OF MONTE CRISTO, costume drama; 
prod., Edward Small: dir.. Rowland V. Lee; script, 
George Bruce, from Alexandre Dumas novel; camera, 
Guy Robinson: music by Edward Ward. Cast: Louis 
Hayward, Joan Bennett, George Sanders, Florence 


Bates. 
Universal 
(1940-41) 
Prom- RKe- Shoot- Now ToBe Scripts 
ised leased ing Cutting Shot in Work 
Features ... 40 ” 5 1 29 29 
Arlen-Devine 
Actions 7 0) 1 1 ry 6 
Westerns 7 1) 1 ' & a 
Serials ..... 4 a 1 1 1 1 
Frank Lloyd 3 9 1) 9 3 3 
Totals ... 61 0 8 ll 43 43 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 


WINNERS OF THE WEST (1940-41 serial); producer, 
Henry MacRae; directors. Ford Beebe, Ray Taylor; 
original screen play, Charles R. Condon, George H. 
Plympton, and Basil Dickey; camera, Jerry Ash. Cast: 
Dick Foran, Anne Nagel, James Craig, Tom Fadden, 
William Desmond, Harry Woods, Ed Keane, Charles 
Stevens, Charles Morrison, Edgar Edwards, Edmund 
Cobb, Roy Barcroft, Bill Hunter, Slim Whitaker, Rob- 
ert Long, Grace Cunard, Ed Cassidy, Trevor Bardette, 
Jim Farley, Vyola Vonn. 

SOUTH TO KARANGA, meller (1939-40); asso. prod., 
Marshall Grant: director, Harold Schuster; original 
screen play, Edmund L. Hartmann, Stanley Rubin; 
Charles Bickford, Dick Foran, 
Luli Deste, John Sutton, Maurice Moscovitch,~ Paul 
Hurst, Abner Biberiman, Ben Carter, Frank Reicher. 

MARGIE, comedy with songs: asso. prod., Joseph G 
Sanford; co-directors, Otis Garrett and Paul Gerard 
Smith: original and script. Scott Darling and Erna 
Lazarus; camera, Stanley Cortez. Cast: Tom Brown, 
| Nan Grey, Joy Hodges. Mischa Auer, Edgar Kennedy, 
Allen Jenkins, Eddie Quillan, Richard Lane. 
| JUNIOR G-MEN, serial (1940-41 release): associate 
producer, Henry MacRae: co-directors, Ford Beebe and 
John Rawlins; original screen play, George H. Plymp- 
| ton, Basil Dickey and Rex Taylor; camera, Jerome Ash. 
|Cast: Billy Halop, Huntz Hall, Gabriel Dell, Bernard 
| Punsley. 
| THE MUMMY’S 


HAND, Ben 


by Griffin 


meller:; producer, 


Pivar; director, Christy Cabanne: original 


PM aitracted attention last Friday | being made for the disposition of Jay: script, Griffin Jay and Maxwell Shane: camera, 


| Elwood Bredell. Cast: Dick Foran, Peggy Moran, Wal- 
lace Ford, Cecil Kellaway, George Zucco, Charles 
| Trowbridge, Tom Tyler, Siegfried Arno. 

ARGENTINE NIGHTS, musical (tentative title) 
associate producer, Ken Goldsmith: director, Albert. S. 
Rogell; story and script, Arthur T. Horman, Sid Kullex 
and Ray Golden: camera, Elwood Bredell. Cast: Ritz 
Bros., Andrews Sisters, Constance Moore. 

RAGTIME COWBOY JOE, western (1939-40): asso. 
prod., Joseph Sanford: dir.. Ray Taylor: no writing 
credits; camera, Jerry Ash. Cast: Johnny Mack Brown, 
Fuzzy Knight. Nell O'Day, Harry Ten Brook, Dick Cus- 








ter, Marilyn Merrick, Walt Soderling, Harold Goodwin, | 


Wilfred Lucas. 

LAW AND ORDER, formerly MAN 
CHEYENNE, western: dir.. Ray Tavlor: 
Sherman Lowe: camera, Jerome Ash. 
Mack Brown, Fuzzy Knight. Nell ODay. 

THE LEATHER PUSHERS, action comedy: prods., 
Arlen-Devine; dir., John Rawlins: original story, Larry 
Rhine and Ben Chapman: screen play, Larry Rhine, 
Ben Chapman, Maxwell Shane: camera, Stanley Cortez. 
Cast: Richard Arlen. Andy Devine, Astrid Allwyn, 
Horace MacMahon, Shemp Howard, Eddie Gribbon, 
Douglas Fowley. Charles D. Brown. 

HIRED WIFE, comedy (1940-41): asso. prod., Glenn 
Tryon; dir, William Seiter: script. Richard Connell and 
| Gladys Lehman; orig., George Beck: camera, Milton 
| Krasner. Cast: Rosalind Russell, Brian Aherne. Vir- 
vinia Bruce, Robert Benchley, Richard Lane, Hobart 
Cavanaugh 

Universal Pix Now in Production 

SPRING PARADE, drama with songs 
prod., Joe Pasternak: dir.. Henry Koster: original 
Marishka;: script, Bruce Manning, Felix Jackson: cam- 


screen play, 
Cast: Johnny 


era, Joseph Valentine. Cast’ Deanna Durbin, Robert 
Cummings, Mischa Auer, Sanvel S. Hinds, Allyn 
Joslyn, Reginald Denny, Edward Gargan. Don 


Clement, Trace Hayle, Herbert Haywood, Frank Scully 
Butch and Buddy, Anne Gwynne, S. Z. Sakall 

A LITTLE BIT OF HEAVEN, comedy-drama with 
songs (1940-41 release): prod., Joe Pasternak: dir.. An- 
|drew Marton: 


original story. Grover Jones: script. | 
Jones, Daniel Taradash. Harold Goldman: camera. John 
Seitz. Cast: Gloria Jean, Robert Stack. Nan Grey, 


Hugh Herbert, C. Aubrey Smith. Billy Gilbert, Butch 
and Buddy. Nana Bryant, Frank Jenks. 

SEVEN SINNERS, romantic drama: prod. Joe Pas- 
ternak: dir.. Tav Garnett: original story, Tugend, Fodor 
and Vadnai: screen play. John Meehan: camera. Ru- 
dolph Mate. Cast: Marlene Dietrich, John Wayne, 





| a | 
Lands,’ will come off the press in Press. St. Clair McKelway did the | 


tion and the National Publishers, T. M. Pridgen, Charlotte (N.C.) | Pre 
Association of N.Y. | News stafier’s new novel, ‘Tory | October. | series. 
Publications exempt from the tax Oath,’ will be published in spring by Raymond R. Camp, rod and gun! M. 


will include those ‘maintained by 
and in the interest of religious, edu- 
cational, scientific, 


Doubleday. Doran and Co. 


Ursula Parrott 


FROM | 


(1939-40): 
Ernst | 





V. Atwood, editorial director | 
|editor of the N. Y. Times. has sold of The Gannett Newspapers. and | 
is taking flying tome labeled ‘Fishing in the Surf’ to| Amy Croughton, film critic for the 
philanthropic, | lessons at her Connecticut home. | Little, Brown for publication early | Rochester, N. Y., Times-Union, a 
agricultural, labor or fraternal or- She’s planning to buy a plane if and next spring. 





Mischa, Auer. Broderick Crawford, Oscar Homolka, 
Albert Dekker, Anna Lee. 

THE DEVIL’S PIPELINE, comedy; asso. prod., Ben 
Pivar; dir., Christy Cabanne; orig. screen play, Pay 
Huston; camera, John Boyle. Cast: Richard Arlen, 
Andy Devine, Jeanne Kelly, James Flavin, Francis Mc. 
Donald, John Eldredge, Eddy Waller, Dick Botiller 
John Rogers, Jay Novello, Mala, Harry Fleischman, 
Nestor Paiva. 

THE PONY POST, western; asso. prod., Joseph G, 
Sanford; dir., Ray Taylor; orig. story and screen play 
Sam Robins; camera, William Sickner. Cast: Johnny 
Mack Brown, Fuzzy a Nell O'Day, Dorothy Short, 
Kermit Maynard, Tom Chatterton, Stanley Blystone 
Ray Teal, Eddie Cobb, Lane Chandler, Jack Rockwell. 

GREEN HORNET STRIKES AGAIN, serial; asso, 
prod., Henry MacRae; dirs., Ford Beebe and John Raw. 
lins; screen play, George H. Plympton, Basil Dickey 
Sherman Lowe; camera, Jerome Ash. Cast: Warren 
Hull, Anne Nagel. Wade Boteler, Keye Luke, James 
Seay, Harry Fleischman, Robert Blair, Fred Cliff, Ken- 
neth Rhoades. 

MEET THE WILDCAT, drama: asso. frod., Joseph G. 
Sanford; dir. Arthur Lubin; story and screen play 
Alex Gottlieb; camera, Stanley Cortez. Cast: Margaret 
Lindsay, Ralph Bellamy, Joseph Schildkraut, Allen 
Jenkins, Jerome Cowan, Robert O. Davis, Frank Puglia, 

FIREMAN SAVE MY CHILD, comedy; asso. prod, 
Burt Kelly; dirs., Otis Garrett, Paul Gerard Smith: 
screen play, Jane Storm. Sy Bartlett; camera, Elwood 
Bredell. Cast: Baby Sandy, Siuart Erwin, Una Merkel 
Edgar Kennedy, William Frawley. : 


Warners 
(1940-41) 


Prom- Re- Shoot- Now ToBe Scripts 


ised leased ing Cutting Shot in Work 
Studio ..... 438 ) 4 9 35 35 
Capra-Riskin 1 9 1 a 4 0 
SS ere 1 ) + ® 1 1 
Totals ... 50 9 5 9 36 36 


Pictures in cutting rooms or awaiting release: 

TUGBOAT ANNIE SAILS AGAIN, comedy; prod, 
Edmund Grainger; dir., Lew Seiler; original, Norman 
Reilly Raine; camera, Arthur Edeson. Cast: Marjorie 
Rambeau, Alan Hale, Ronald Reagan, Jane Wyman, 

KNUTE ROCKNE-ALL AMERICAN, formerly THE 
LIFE OF KNUTE ROCKNE, biographical drama; prod., 
Robert Fellows; dir., Lloyd Bacon; original screen play, 
Robert Buckner; camera, Charles Rosher. Cast: Pat 
O’Brien, Gale Page, Ronald Reagan, Albert Basserman, 
Donald Crisp, Owen Davis, Jr.. William Marshall, Kane 
Richmond, Gaylord Pendleton, Nick Lukats, Dorothy 
Tree, John Qualen, William Sheffield, John Sheffield, 
Dickie Jones. Sonny Bupp, Egon Brecher. 

NO TIME FOR COMEDY, comedy: producer,Robert 
Lord: director, William Keighley; from play by S. N. 
Behrman: camera, Ernest Haller. Cast: James Stew- 
art, Rosalind Russell, Charles Ruggles, Louise Beavers, 
Allyn Joslyn. Clarence Kolb, J. M. Kerrigan, Lawrence 
Grossmith, Robert Greig. 

THE MAN FROM FLEET STREET, drama: prod, 
Henry Blanke; dir.. William Dieterle: no writing 
credits: camera, James Wong Howe. Cast: Edward G. 
Robinson, Eddie Albert. Edna Best, Albert Basserman, 
Otto Kruger. Gene Lockhart, Montagu Love, Frank 
Reicher. Egon Brecher, Edward McWade, John Qualen, 
Harry Green. 

THE LETTER, drama: prod.. Robert Lord: dir., Wil- 
liam Wyler: original, Somerset Maugham: camera, Tony 
Gaudio. Cast: Bette Davis, Herbert Marshall, James 
Stephenson, Gail Sondergaard,. David Newell, Bruce 
Lester, Tetsu Komai, Willie Fung. 

CITY FOR CONQUEST, drama: producer, William 
Cagney; director, Anatole Litvak; original, Aben Kan- 
del; camera, Sol Polito. Cast: James Cagney, Ann 
Sheridan, Georse Tobias, Frank Craven, Arthur Ken- 
nedy, Anthony Quinn 

FLOWING GOLD, drama (1939-40): prod., William 
Jacobs; dir.. Alfred Green: script, Ken Gamet, Tom 
Reed: original, Rex Beach: camera, Sid Hickox. Cast: 
Pat O’Brien, John Garfield, Frances Farmer, Cliff Ed- 
wards, George Tobias. 

CALLING ALL HUSBANDS, 
William Jacobs: dir., Noel Smith; screen play, Robert 
E. Kent: no camera assignment. Cast: Ernest Truex, 
George Reeves, Lucille Fairbanks 

Warner Pictures in Production 

SANTA FE TRAIL, historic western: asso. prod., 
Robert Fellows; dir., Michael Curtiz; orig. screen play, 
Robert Buckner: camera, Sol Polito. Cast: Errol Flynn, 
Olivia de Havilland, Raymond Massey. Ronald Reagan, 
William Orr, Alan Hale, Guinn Williams, Henry 
O'Neill, Van Heflin, Allan Baxter, John Litel, Moroni 
Olsen, William Lundigan, David Bruce, Frank Wilcox, 
William Marshall, George Haywood. 

MEET JOHN DOE, drama: Frank Capra-Robert Ris- 
kin production: dir., Frank Capra; orig., Richard Con- 
nell; screen play, Robert Riskin, Frank Capra, Myles 
Connolly; camera. George Barnes. Cast: Gary Cooper, 
Barbara Stanwyck, Edward Arnold, Walter Brennan, 
James Gleason, Rod LaRocque, Granville Bates, Pierre 
Watkins, Henry O'Neill, Warren Hymer, Pat Flaherty, 
Ann Doran. 

HONEYMOON FOR THREE, comedy: asso. prod., 
Henry Blanke: dir., Lloyd Bacon: original, Allen Scott 
and George Haight: screen play. Earl Baldwin and 
Phil Epstein: camera, Ernest Haller. Cast: George 
Brent. Osa Massen, Charles Ruggles. Jane Wyman, 
William T. Orr. Lee Patrick, Johnny Downs 

FOUR MOTHERS, drama: asso. prod., Henry Blanke; 
dir., William Keighley: screen play, Steuhen More- 
house Avery; camera, Charles Rosher. Cast: Priscilla 
Lane, Rosemary Lane. Lola Lane. Gale Page. Claude 
tains, May Robson, Jeffry Lynn, Frank McHugh, Eddie 
Albert. Dick Foran. Vera Lewis. 

HIGH SIERRA, drama: asso. prod... Mark Hellinger, 
dir., Raoul Walsh; story by W. R. Burnett: screen play, 
John Huston and W. R. Burnett: camera, Tony Gaudio. 
Cast: Humphrey Bogart, Ida Lupino, Joan Brooks. Alan 
Curtis, Arthur Kennedy, Anthony Quinn, Henry 
Travers, Henry Hull, Willie Best 


comedy: asso. prod., 


ALTEC-PANTAGEES SIGN 

| Hollywood, Aug. 13 
Deal has been set by Rodney Pan- 

| tages, head of Rodney Pantages, Inc., 

whereby Altec Corp. will service and 

maintain remote control music boxes 


| Gannett link, collaborated on their | put on market about a year ago by 














ganizations or associations, not or- 
ganized for profit and none of the 


income of which inures to the bene- | 


fit of any private individual, but not 


when she learns to handle ene. Series of six profiles on Walter | fourth novel, ‘Sawdust in his Shoes.’ 

Louis Adamic’s new magazine, | Winchell recently published in the Tome is running seriatfy in the Sun- 
Common Ground, bows next month |New Yorker mag will be issued in 'day Rochester Democrat & Chron- 
and his latest book, ‘From Many | book form in September by Viking, icle, another Gannett paper. 


the Hollywood theatre man. 

Service tieup was concluded by 
Pantages during recent visit here of 
G. L. Carrington, v.p. of Altec. 


Sad lp alin a tn REP ito 
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Broadway 


Paul Dulizell at home for serum 
treatments. 





exhib, holding his annual corn roast 
for the trade next Monday (19). 
Penn Manager Marty Burnett va- 
cationing on Lake Michigan, and as- 
sistant Walter Kessler filling in. 
Carnegie Tech<drama grad Arthur 


Chic Johnson ‘building’ a farm| Kennedy termed by WB as result of 


pear Carmel, N.Y. 
Walter Greaza of 
from his vacation, 
Mike Todd being ‘profiled’ in Col- 
Jiers soon by Joe Bryan II. 
Jim Moore nicknames Ernest Mc- 
Cauley with the front name of Corn. 


Equity back 


Irving Morris, formerly of the | 


| 
| 
| 


performance in ‘City for Conquest.’ 
Dick Barstow in Hollywood help- 


ing Merriel Abbott fashion dances | 


for her gals in Benny-Allen flicker. 
Yacht Club maestro Herman Mid- 

dleman laid up with an injured foot 

and pianist Hal Ide is subbing for 
im 


George Abbott’s ‘Too Many Girls’ 


Windsor, to manage the Lyceum, booked into Nixon for week of Nov. 


¥. 
‘Tito Coral to Caracas, Venezuela, 


for eight weeks’ concert and radio | 


tes. 
oe William Gargan and Harold Lloyd 


| 4, preceding Lunts in ‘There Shall | 


Be No Night.’ 

Byron McGrath, leading man with 
Mountain Players at Jennerstown, 
ticketed by Playwrights for ‘Jour- 


fn from the Coast for huddles at ney to Jerusalem.’ 


RKO. 


| 


, Jackie Hel rho’ see | 
Joe Cook pulled leg tendon while burgh, ‘eae ~~ who's from Pitt 


Bevhills Country 


playing tennis at his place at Lake | Cjub, Cincy, when he winds up this 


opatcong. 
Bob Royer, manager of Academy 


of Music, Roanoke, Va. in town) 


seeking roadshow bookings. 


Don Prince, RKO exploiteer in) 


south, has had his novel, ‘Tom,’ pub- 
jished by Julian Messner, Inc. 

Bill Bradley, who formerly had 
theatrical furniture studio, is props 
with ‘The Little Dog Laughed.’ 

Tex Ritter’s tour of personals in 
New England extended to Aug. 21, 
after which he will return to Holly- 
wood. 

Norman Stein, after treatment at 
the Westminister hospital with 
broken back, due out on a wheel 
chair. 

Milli Monti, currently touring in 
‘Little Dog Laughed,’ probably will 
follow Joan Edwards into the Cafe 
Pierre. 

S. Barret McCormick, RKO adver- 
iising-publicity chief, back from 
ihree weeks inspecting new product 
on the Coast. 

Bert Lahr’s birthday party at his 
Great Neck place Sunday (11) was 
plenty something. Jack Haley also 
birthdaying. 

Attorney Louis Nizer, accompanied 
by his wife, sailed over the weekend 
for a vacation in California. Will be 
gone a month, 

Ted Hammerstein specializing in 
manuscripts, radishes and beets at 
his summer place near Great Bar- 
rington, Mass. 

Marie Dubas, French film star and 
songstress, due over after her Lis- 
bon and Spanish variety dates. Will 
go to Canada first. 


' 





| 


week at Loew’s State in N. Y. 





Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 





Nabe show biz sinking rapidly. 
Hal Thompson, U.S. performer, 


| appearing in Lux radio shows. 


Gladys Moncrieff, former legiter, 
now air warbling fer government- 
sponsored programs. 

Graham Willis moves in as as- 


sistant to Hal Carleton in all Metro 


| advertising. 


Wipeout of gambling joints 
throughout Queensland has upped 
biz in all theatres. 

Charles 
Hollywood with ‘40,000 Horsemen’ 
for U.S. takeover by Universal, 

Film Commission may nix further 
theatre building owing to govern- 


mental curb on coin for other than | 


war purposes. 

Stream-lined ‘Charley's Aunt’ is 
doing nicely at Minerva, Sydney, for 
Fuller-Carroll-Martin. Charles Nor- 
man heads cast. 


Leslie Howard's talk on London | 


in wartime was rebroadcast coast- 
to-coast by the Australian Broadcast- 
ing Commission. 

Government has nixed a third try 
by U.S. trading interests to have 
ban eased on U.S. mags. Dollar ex- 
change is siill the main stumbling 


, block. 


Tomorrow (Thursday) is ‘Cafe So- 


ciety Day’ at the Fair. Ivan Black, 
p.a. for the Village nitery bearing 
that tag, arranged it. 

Al Szekler, general manager in 
Brazil for Universal, is in New York 
for huddles with foreign chief 
Joseovh H. Seidelman. 

Mike Gordon, of the Group Thea- 
fre, back in Manhattan after motor 
glide through New England and up- 
state New York strawhats. 

Fred Perry, who formerly con- 
ducted the gaming casino in Havana, 
and w.k. in sports circles here, seri- 
ously ill at Polyctinie hospital. 

London advices say that Will Fyffe 
end Adele Dixon received offers for 
# Shubert musical show. Over here 
report is said to be just conversaton. 

William Gargan, who just wound 
up rele in RKO’s “They Knew What 
They Wanted,’ in New York for six 
weeks to show his two sons the 
sights. 

Bill Hargrave, former voice dou- 
ble for Adolphe Menjou and now 
on the air, made a hole in one at 
the Beth Page golf course on Long 
IsJand 

Jack Gould, of the N. Y. Times 
cramatic staff, and Carmen Lewis 
(Mrs. Gould) back from bicycle trip 
inrough upper New York state and 
New England. 

Times Square hotels staging a 
cocktail quaffing party next Thurs- 
day (22) at the Taft, shindig to de- 
termine the winner of a ‘Times 
Square Cocktail’ contest the hotelries 
have been promoting. 

tadie Harris, who has sold a yarn 
on Gertrude Lawrence to Harper's 
Bazaar and one on the Laurence 
Olivier-Vivien Leigh team to a fan 
mag, leaves later this week for a 
lour of summer theatres on Cape 
Cod and in Maine. 

Nick (Lorang), Hotel Astor Hunt- 
ing Room’s vet maitre d’hotel, saved 
the day for three clerics, who came 
in sans coats one hot day, by lend- 
ing them three jackets from his 


own wardrobe, which admitted them 
l 


to the diy ing room. 


By Hal Cohen 

Variety Club tossing annual picnic 
at Camp O'Connell on Aug. 25. 

Art England to Rochester, Minn.. 
for his annual checkup at the Mayo 
Clinic. 

_Ex-Penn manager Livingston Lan- 
ning now doing publicity for Mil- 
waukee Auditorium. 

Benny Davis’ new unit will hit the 
Stardust trail in this territory Sept. 
5 for booker Joe Hiller. 

Ex-bartender Joe Sala has set Aug. 
2% for the opening of his El Chico, 
formerly the Plaza Cafe. 

Gabe Rubin east for a few days 
to line up remaining foreign film 
Product for his Art Cinema. 

Icecapades’ management had feel- 
€rs out fer Bob Carter, singer with 
Al Marsico’s orch, but no deal. 

Dr. C. E. Herman, the Carnegie 


Nazi measles, flu and extreme cold 
spell responsible for sliding biz down 
in the city filmeries at night. 
powerful attractions copping dough 
presently, with U.S. product leading 
boxoffices. 





B’way Coin 


Continued from page 1 





munitions clan. She is said to 
have provided $80,000 for the pro- 
duction. It is a book musical by 


Joseph Schrank and Harold J. Rome. | 


who supplied considerable material 
for ‘Pins and Needles.’ Show has a 
welter of gadgets, including tread- 
mills. 

Production was measured for the 
St. James, N. Y., and final rehearsals 
in the settings were held there. ‘Lit- 
tle Dog’ is due on Broadway the first 
week in September, going into Bos- 
ton after the seashore date. St. 
James booking indicates that Dow- 
ling and Boris Said, who operates the 
house, have resumed business rela- 
tions. They were associated in 
‘Thumbs Up’ and afterward had a 
percentage of Maurice Evans’ ‘Rich- 
ard II.’ Dowling then produced 
shows, including ‘Shadow and Sub- 
stance’ and ‘The White Steed,’ with 
Lee Shubert as silent partner. Last 
season he had a tieup with the Thea- 
tre Guild in presenting Saroyan’s 
‘The Time of Your Life’ and ‘Love's 
Old Sweet Song.’ Guild may be in 
on the same author’s coming plays, 
such as ‘Sweeney in the Trees,’ which 
Dowling has optioned. Another new 
Soroyan play, highly regarded in 
script form, is ‘The Well Known 
Soldier,’ also called ‘Something 
About a Soldier.’ It is to be tried 
out at the Bucks County playhouse 
It is not under option. 

Schrank’s book for ‘Little Dog’ i 
described as having ‘social signifi- 
cance.” There seems to be some 
difference of opinion between the 
author and presenter over how 
the leading comedy part is to be 
plaved, Philip Loeb having the role 
Schrank is said to insist that what 
is considered a ‘messzge’ be played 
straight, while the others concerned 
believe that is a strange idea for a 
musical show. There may be a cast 
change, Bobby Clark being asked to 
look over the opening performances. 

‘Bangtails’ is a play with a horse 
racing atmosphere, it being the first 
of several productions to be pre- 
sented by the Boyar group. Latter 
comprises mostly people in show 
business who have not been active in 
financing productions. Another rac- 
ing play, ‘Dollars and Horse Sense,’ 
by Philip Dunning and his wife, 
Virginia, is being tried out at Skow- 
hegan, Maine, this week and is an 
autumn possibility. 


Chauvel will boat to) 


Only | 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 


Lee Dixon and band h.o. at Forest 
Park Highlands. 

Shep Field and band currently at 
| Meadowbrook Country Club. 

Because of b.o. activity, Town 
Square theatre. strawhatter, ex- 
tended run of ‘Two Merry Gentle- 
men.’ 

With Frank Panus directing, St. 
Louis WPA orch gave five cuffo con- 
certs in various parts of this burg 
last week, 

Arnold Berger, manager of the 
Drive-In Theatre, Des Peres, Mo., 
near here, using spot announcements 
over KXOK to keep ‘em coming. 





rector at the Ambassador, Missouri 
and Fox theatres, now playing an 
| organ in a Kenosha, Wis., nitery. 

| Charles Koehler, local manager for 
|B. N. Judell, Inc., until bankruptcy 
lovertook the organization, is dis- 
| tributing Astor Pictures in this terri- 
| tory. 

Hugo Schick, local maestro, will 
| wave baton at the Grand, burlesk, 
|managed by H. K. Minsky, New 
| York, for the second consecutive 
season. 
| Paul Beisman, manager of the 
'American theatre and Municipal 
| Theatre Assn., in New York on biz 
for both organizations. It’s his 15th 
air trip since Jan. 1. 

Ted Fio Rito orch journeyed to 
Jefferson Barracks, Mo., to entertain 
the hospitalized A.E.F. veterans 
while keeping an engagement at the 
Meadowbrook Country Club. 

James E. Darst, manager of the 

City’s $7.000.000 Municipal Audi- 
| torium, attending the annual conven- 
{tion of the International Auditorium 
| Managers’ Assn. in Houston. 
James Jovaney, head of Imperial 
,;and Superior Pictures, with St. Louis 
as headquarters, will distribute 
'Mohawk product in the _ Illinois- 
| Indiana-Wisconsin and local areas. 

Henry N. Frees, 65, former circus 
clown, who lost in his attempt to 
|gain the Democratic nomination for 
;Congress several months ago at 
| Belleville, IJ].. married his house- 
' keeper last week. 

Dick Zeisler, of the Izzy Hirst New 
| York office, in town supervising the 
$20,000 worth of improvements at 
the Garrick theatre, burlesk, skedded 
to open the season late this month or 
early in September. 

Ruby S'Renco back from a double- 
barreled mission to New York. He 
looked into the foreign film situation 
and also consulted a bone specialist 
about his neck, which was broken in 
an auto accident a vear ago. 


‘Autumn Crocus, jis current a 
Civic theatre. St. Louis County 
strawhatter. Cast includes Robert 


Karnes. Lenore Griffith, Betty Mc- 
| Grew, Katherine Maze, Alan Green, 
Katherine Bernays. Eugene Wood, 
Mathilde Leimkuehler and Evi 
Porges. 

Out-of-towners shopping in film 
row include: Marvin Griffith, Cairo, 
Ill., booker for the Rodgers Circuit 
in southern Illinois: Ted Coleman, 
Mt. Vernon, Il.: Ed Clarke, Mattoon, 
Ill.; Mrs. Harry Pitner, Fairfield, Il; 
Charles Weeks, Jr.. 


Everett Hayes. Sullivan, Hl.: H. S.| 


Butler. Clay City and Louisville, I1., 
and Robert Cluster, Salem, Il. 


Stroudsburg, Pa. 


By John Bartholomew 


Mal Hill’s band one-nighted for 
colored Elks Lodge in Armory. 

‘Button’ current Shawnee Players 
presentation at Worthington Hall. 

Jan Linderman’s Bobolino Players 
summer in West End between Allen- 
town showings 

Dorothy Lisette. Roxy Gang 
soprano, sponsors student group fot 
resort appearances. 

Fred Waring m.c. and Ralph Paul’s 
Music Masters set for Pocono Mts. 
Horse Show Ball at Buckwood Inn 

Nicolas Macsoud of New York’s 
Beaux Arts Artist Ball in charge of 
Pocono Manor Inn’s Red, White and 
Blue gala 

Ralph Pendleton. Wesleyan Uni- 
versity dramatic director, In com- 
plete control of Buck Hill Plavers 


during playwright-direciress Cor- 

nelia Stabler Gillam’s indisposition 
foll Ving serious operation 
Atlantic Cit 

Julian Street is here completing 


a mag story 
Eddie Thomas joins show at T-K-9 
Club. Bobby Lee's orch playing. 
Lex Carlin, manager of Garden 


-ier productions, back to work after | 


short illness. 

Ethel Jackson. original ‘Merry 
Widow’ of Franz Lehar’s musical, 
| vacationing at Claridge hotel. 

Personnel of Hamid’s Million Dol- 
lar Pier entertained by A. C. Rotary 
Club at Seaside hote] Thursday (8). 

Crawford and Caskey, ballroom 
dancers, returned to Traymore’s 


Stratosphere Room Suaiurday night | 


(10) 


Musicians’ Protective Association 


to conduct annual benefit ball at | 


Ambassador hoite] tomorrow (Thurs- 
day). 


} Joe Morrison heading new show ! 


Chester Markett, former dance di- ' 


t | Thursday 


Dexter, Mo.; | 


at President hotel’s 
World Room. Show includes Maur- 
ine and Norva, dancers. 

Frank Crumit and Julia Sander- 
son resting up at Traymore hotel] in 
preparation for joining Phil Cook's 
| morning show on CBS this week. 

Bill Madden, conductor of Tray 
more concert orch, was guest solo- 
ist at Ocean City Symphony concert 
}on Ocean Pier Sunday night (11). 

Gracie Barrie back at the Bath 
and Turf Club Saturday and Sunday 
|/nights (9-10). Don De Vodi's orch 
| there now, together with Lolita 
| Gomez, dancer, and Juanita Juarez. 
| singer. 





ight Club Reviews 


L_____.. Continued from page 3: 





' know when fun’s fun, and where tc 
| stop, that’s just bad judgment and— 
worse—poor showmanship. 

Soph also errs on ribald lyrics 
which exceed her usual standard. 
It’s the next thing to smoker stuff, 
and that tag about ‘between the 
sheets in one lyric is as subtle as 
French postcards. 

More significant also is that this 
three-ply show, co-starring Harry 
Richman, Sophie, and Joe E. Lew ’'s. 
reading from left to right, puts two 
| strikes on the first two headl': 
and gives Lewis an extra base on 
balls, just by comparison. They: 
suffer so much comparatively it 
makes the Richman-Tucker booking 
ja dubious proposition as to judg- 
ment, in view of Lewis’ w.k. pen- 
chant for murdering the customers. 
More than anything, the contrast be- 
tween his ultra-modern 1940 tech- | 
nique and a yesteryear tradiiion is 
too tough a hurdle for the veteran 
Soph and Richman. Latter still 
struts and warbles well, discounting 
of course that bad cold opening | 
night. 

For the rest, the show is standard, 
holding over the expert Chandra- 
Kaly Dancers (3), plus the Chester 
Hale lookers, and two crack bands, 
Leo Reisman and Pancho’'s. Reis- | 
man plays for the show as well as 
dansapation, and delivers handily 
both ways. Finale is a somewhat 





lads which, somehow, points up the 
general backwardness of the entire 
proceedings all the more. But then 
there’s always Joe E. Lewis. 

No cover; minimum $3.50 and $4 
on Saturdays. Biz terrific from the 
night (8) barrier’ as 
| befits what looks like a $10,000 show. 
| Richman argi Soph are in at $2.000 
each reporiedly; Lewis $1,500. Abel. 


| 





PADDOCK CLUB 


(MIAM?¥ ®° ACH) 


| ore 


| Miami Beach, Aug. 9. 
| Cliff Winehill, Gloria Whitney, 3 
| Ex-Gentlemen, Poll-Mar Dancers 
| (6), Tony Lopez Orch (6), Rhumba 
| Orch (4). 
A late starter, Paddock breezes 
| into commanding lead with current 
| lineup, and looks set to cop first 
honors as sockiest local show of 
summer. 

Spot has long been heavy favorite 
| during winter with these in show 


biz, most turns in town. usually 
trouping in after working hours t 
catch the late goings-on. In reopen- 
ing for summer, manager Tom Wil- 
liams has taken cognizance of fact 
that while Miami is enjoying un- 
precedented summer nitery boom, 
| majority cf customers are Georgia 
(and Alabama drawls bent on living 
up to Chamber of Commerce boast, 
‘have a millionaire’s vacash on twe 
| weeks with pay.’ With this in mind 


+ 


he has cannily booked a revue that 
crosses corn with cla 

Cliff Winehill, considering hi: 
| years on boards, should be in his 
detage (when caught he was cele- 
| brating 25th anniversary of a proj 
| coat). Instead, he romps through 
this opus in high, contributing ; 
brace of riotous routines Ventre 
bit with dummy and strip tease 
burley are hilarious 


Three Ex-Gentiemen are of me 
lusty cut, but trifle more on sophisti 
cated side. Warm up on a couple of 
|} risque ditties and wind up th ; 
| rough-house radio parody that ha: 
the lights flickering 
| On the cla side of the bill is 
| pLotogenic Gloria Whitne Svelte 
songstress is a Russ Morgan alumni 
and leaves little to be desired either 
|} in delivery or choice of songs A 
diminutive brunet, she is not without 
considerable S.a., husky-timbred 


voice adapting itself well to eithe: 
|torchy or tropical tunes. Arrunge- 
ment of ‘Haven’t Got Faith in My- 
self,’ an original, is especially good. 
Poll-Mar dancers are sextet of 
femmes, trained by Polly and Mar- 
garet Stevenson. Aside from un- 
deniable orb appeal, line possesses 
real terpsichcrean ability, a rarity 
here this summer Standout is a 
slick conjuring routine, with lassie: 
| doing tricks with paner hats, hankies 
| and cigarets in tempo. 
Dansapation and show is expertly 
| handled by Tony Lopez's orch, while 
| unbilled congarhumba combo takes 
over during rests. Les. 


Round-the- | 


corny reprise of nostalgic 1880 bal- | 


Hollywood 


Frank Kerwin sued for divorce. 

Buc Westmore laid up with fever. 

Larry Darmour vacationing up 
rie rth 

William Guthrie to Washington on 
ousiness. 

Tom Foudy 
publicity outfit. 

Spencer Tracy 
Alaskan vacation, 

John Humphreys on a two-week 
airplane vacation. 

Elaine Crosby granted a divorce 
from Larry Crosby. 

T. R. Williams returned from an 
eastern business tour. 

Susan Fox recovering from emer- 
gency appendectomy. 

Crane Wilbur returned from a six- 
week vacation in east. 

John Boles shoved off for a concert 
tour of South America. 

Wintield Sheehan moved to Del 
Mar for the racing season. 

Don Roberts ties to Orson Welles’ 
film staff as a unit publicity man. 

Albert Morin back from’ four 
months of stage work in the east. 

Dalton Trumbo left RKO lot after 
two years, moving to Paramount. 

Larry Goodkind in from Man- 
hattan for story huddles at Univer- 
sal. 

Hal B. Wallis won a trophy for 
landing a 2.J-pound marlin off Cata- 
lina. 

Ben Gross here to dig up facts 
about television for N. Y. Daily 
News 

W. E. Callaway planed to Ft. 
Worth, Tex., to attend his father’s 
funeral. 

Vivien Leigh and Laurence Olivier 
announced their intention to wed in 
the fall 

Lynne Overman in training to 
drive his three trotters at the L. A. 
County Fair. 

Rena B. Borzage filed a cross- 
complaint in the divorce suit brought 
by Frank Borzage. 

Don Gordon and. Ardele Ray 
joined the RKO story staff as as- 
sistants to Collier Young. 

Raymond Massey laid no with 
powder burns caused by the acci- 
dental discharge of a film-sct pistol. 

Wallace Beery cut short his vaca- 
tion on his Wyoming ranch to make 
added seenes in ‘Bad Man of Wyom- 
ing’ at Metro. 

Jimmy Durante is here with plans 
to do a picture over the summer and 
return to Broadway in the fall for 
a new legiter. 

The Singer midgets due here after 
two years’ encampment in Frisco. 
Midget Village at Expo, in which 
troupe was featured, folded recently. 


joined the Warner 


returning from 





Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 


Al Hill, Pantages manager, fishing 
in nothern Minnesota. 

Art Zeulch, M-G head booker, to 
Detroit, for a vacation, 

Al Stern, RKO office manager, off 
io Cenada for vacation. 

Eddie Ruben in northern Minne- 
cota for a few days rest and fishing. 

Ben Blotcky, Columbia booker, 
back at desk after a fortnight: in 
New York. 

Bill McInerney resigned as Na- 
tional Screen Service booker and off 
to New York. 

Clayton Bostad, Seventh Street 
theatre assistant manager, daddy of 
seven-pound boy. 

Bill Soper, Universal ad_ sales 
maneger, in Fairview hospital with 
bronchial pneumonia. 

Twin City Variety club to hold 
second and final golf tournament of 
sevson at Breezy Point Aug. 30. 

‘Last of Mrs. Cheyney,’ Old Log 
‘strawhatter) theatre offering, to be 
followed by ‘Personal Appearance.’ 

A. K. Evidon, Warners ad sales 
head, sending money to his runaway 
son in Hollywood to get him back 
home. 

Sol Lebedoff, Northwest Allied 
treasurer, back from northern Min- 
nesota vacation, fully recovered in 
health 

W. J. Heineman and Peck Gomers- 
zl}, Universal western sales and dis- 
trict manager, respectively, here for 
sales’ conference. 


Philadelphia 


A) Jolson’s ‘Hold On to Your Hat’ 
due here Aug. 27. 

Jack Bergin, Fox booker, and Jim 
Fiynn, Columbia ditto, back from 
Canada 

Samuel Finestone, papa of Ezra 
Stone, has started building new the- 
aire, the Unruh. 

C. C. Pippin, Metro salesman, frac- 
tured arm in auto smashup, sent to 
Stroudsburg hosp. 

Dick Mayer, Studio, got secko edi- 
torial in The Record on ‘Lost Hori- 
zon’ when he revived film. 

Lewen Pizor, UMPTO chief, hand- 
ing out cigars; daughter Dorothy 
came across with a baby girl. 

Warnerites on vacation along Jer- 
sey coast include Jack Flynn, Dom 
Lucente, Jay King, Bill Kanefsky, 
Mat Rosenbluth. 

Ev Caliow, Warner publicity 
brains, back from vacation. So are 
Ellis Shipman, Barney Fellman, Joe 
Feldman, George Lawson, in other 
Warner depts. 
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OBITUARIES 


ALESSANDRO BONCI Widow, seven children and a 
Alessandro Bonci, 70, selebrated of grandchildren survive. 
Italian tenor and a contemporary of - = 
Caruso, died Aug. 9 in Milan, Italy. WALTER LAW 


i (8). 


numbeli 


Endowed with a fine, natural lyric Walter Law, 64, stage and screen 
tenor. Bonci eschewed the vocation actor, died Aug. 8 ine Hollywood. 
of a shoemaker when urged by Pietro He was a thesp for 37 years and 
Mascagni, the composer, to study played heavy roles in the early film 
voice days for William Fox at Fort Lee, 
Making his debut at the Teatro in N. J., with such star's as Theda Bara, 
Parma as Fento in ‘Falstaff’ in 1896, Geraldine Farrar and William Far- 
num. On the stage, Law played in 


Bonci later appeared in concert en- 
gagements in leading cities of the 
Continent, London and South Amer- 
ica, where he was particularly es- 
teemed. Seeking a name to chal- 
lenge Caruso, Oscar Hammerstein 
retained him for his troupe at the 


the original ‘Sign of the Cross’ com- 
pany, and toured in vaudeville for 
several vears in a playlet, ‘The Seal 
of Silence. In Hollywood his out- 
standing work was with Eddie Can- 
tor in ‘Whoopee.’ 


Manhattan Opera House, N. Y,, Survis = » his widow, Betty 
where he debuted in 1906. Marvin Law. 
ate impresari was caused . 
The late impresario : GEORGE H. WILEY 


much anguish when Bonéi abrogated 


his contract and switched to the Wiley, 71, film industry 


George H 


Metropolitan in 1908 after he became pioneer, died recently in Buffalo. 
established as boxoffice for Ham- W iley, last connected with Film 
merstein. According to the tenor’s Classic Exchange there, was once 
contract, any dispute had to be|head of a  silent-producing unit 

‘ {| which introduced Pearl White and 


settled in an Italian court, but Ham- 
merstein decided not to exercise his 
privilege. Apparently a man of 
temperament, Bonci also miffed with 


many silent western stars. 
In the early days, he made com- 
edy subjects for Paramount and 
|} other major distribs 
Remains sent to 
ment, 


In Loving Memory of My Dear Wile 


JOHN H. (JACK) FILMAN 

John H. (Jack) Filman, 43, radio 
sports commentator, who was re- 
garded as an authority on ice hockev 
and lacrosse, died in a New York 
hospital, Monday (12) after an illness 
|of about six months. 

He was believed to have been the 


MAUDE RYAN 
(Aug. 15, 1935) 
WM. T. RYAN 
CHAS. INNESS 

(Brother) 





the Met and sailed for Italy, angrily 
declaring the Met had treated him 
unfairly. | ne 
| Square Garden 
| 1925 to 1939. 
Surviving is his widow and a step- 


red the games from the Madisofi 
over WMCA from 





LOUISE RIAL 
Louise Rial, 90, retired actress who 


made her stage debut as Eliza in Sister. 

‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin’ some 62 years + 

ago, died Aug. 9 at her home in New | LOUIS DORNAY 

York. The widow of Jay Rial, then}! Louis Dornay, 64, operatic tenor | 


@ prominent theatrical manager who and teacher, died at his Huntington, 


produced the ‘Uncle Tom’ in which L. I., summer home Monday (12) of 
she appeared, Mrs. Rial was active heart disease 

on the American stage for almost a Dornay, survived by widow, two | 
half century. Her more important daughters and two sons, had sung | 
parts included such plays as ‘Too with the Royal Dutch Opera Co. at 
Many Cooks,’ ‘A Woman's Way,’ the Hague, Covent Garden, London, | 
‘Fortune’s Fool’ and ‘A Woman’s and in Berlin before coming to the 
Way.’ United States some 15 years ago. 


She closed her career in 1917 while 
a member of the cast of “The Cin- 
derella Man.’ A daughter, Vira Rial, 
survives. Funeral 23s were 
held yesterday (Tuesday) in N. Y., 
under auspices of the Actors Fund. 
Interment followed in the Fund plot. 
Kensico, N. Y. 


JOHN GILMORE 

John Gilmore. vocalist who won 
the title of ‘The Welsh Nightingale’ 
during performances in 
music-halls at the turn of the cen- 
tury and received a royal purse from 
the late King Edward of Britain, 
jied in Lansford, Pa., Aug. 9. 
Since coming to America 30 years 


servic 





EINAR SWAN | ago Gilmore was affiliated with a 
Einar Swan, 37, composer and ar- coal company. 
ranger, who had been in charge of —_—- 
arrangements for Raymond Paige FRED E. GREEN 
and the Westinghouse Symphony Fred E. Green. 50, veteran actor 


Orchestra, died Aug. 8 in Greenwood 


Lake, N. J. and Eva’ with the Duncan Sisters 
Originally a saxophonist with two decades ago, died last week 
Tommy Dorsey and Vincent Lopez,'! from injuries received in an auto- 


mobile accident near his San Mateo, 
Cal 9 I ome 


he later turned to arranging and 
worked for Gustave Haenschen, Dave 


Rubinoff and the Paramount theatre, He had been working as costume 
N. Y., among others, in that capacity. | custodian on Treasure Island at the 
As a composer he wrote ‘When Your | Frisco Fair. Widow survives. 


Has Gone,’ made prominent “ 


Lover 
Cc. C. BRADNER 


by Kate Smith, and collaborated 

with Albert Stillman in cleffing ‘In C. C. Bradner, 61, newscaster at 

the Middle of a Dream’ and ‘A Room WW, Detroit, since 1925, died sud- | 

With a View.’ denly Aug. 3 as he was preparing to 
His widow and two children sur- leave for his vacation 


=) 
©. 


vi Further details in radio section. 


Mrs. Louis Nottingham Cook, wife 
of Samuel H. Cook, president of 
Onondaga Radio Broadcasting Corp., 





HARRY CARLIN 
Harry Carlin, 48, for 15 years a 


Keith booker and more recently a operator of WFBL, Syracuse, died 
buyer for small-time cafes died of a suddenly Wednesday (7) in Syra- 
heart attack Aug. 7 at his office 11 | Guise She had been ill since 1938, 
the Palace Theatre Bldg. on Broad- ain tee eins oe Geel 
way. Alone when taken ill, he was cum while hee husheet wee ot 
discovered leaning over his desk y.,ging the NAB convention in 
gasping for breath by a client when Wutene. 


he opened the door. Upon the arrival 
of a physician he was beyond medi 
cal aid. 

Survived by widow, from 


Sir Hugo Gerald De Bathe, 68, 


second husband of Lily Langtry, died 
whom 


of pneumonia June 30 at Cannes 
he had been separated for about f0Ur i wrance. A member of one of the | 
ore end "we children Funeral oldest and wealthiest families of 
services were held in Brooklyn pritsin, he had never appeared on 


Thursday (8) and burial took place 


the stage. 
at Mt. Hebron Cemetery, Queens. ad 


William J. Condon, Sr., for years 

ABRAHAM WAX | night superintendent of Steel Pier, 

Abraham Wax, 82, owner of chain | died at his home Aug. 5 in Atlantic 

of Philadelphia theatres, died at his City following a heart attack. Sur- 

Atlantic City home Wednesday (7).| viving are widow, son and two 
daughters. 





He had suffered a stroke a week 

before. : — 
Wax, born in Russia, contributed! Mrs. Anna Schine, 78, mother of 

to -various Palestine organizations, J. Myer and Louise W. Schine, of 

and spent a year there studying | the Schine film theatre chain, died 

problems of the Jews. He built the | at her home in Buffalo Friday (9) 

Keystone and Royal theatres, Phila- | following a long illness. 

delphia, and was interested in the- | ——- 

atre properties in A. C. | Mother 62. of Jonas Arnold, in 
Funeral services held Thursday | press book department of Paramount 


ea oe ame Me 


| first to broadcast ice hockey and had | 


English | 


who played Simon Legree in “Topsy | 


_at the h.o, died of a heart attack at 


her home in Far Rockaway, L. L, 
Aug. 12. Another son and daughter 
survive. 

Mother, 67. of A. Louis Ginsberg, 
manager of the Majestic, Paterson, 


died in Albany Aug. 9. 





Mary Pickford 


Continued from page ! 








authorities,’ 
Canadian- 
Ray- 
Shearer, 
Huston 
Ww ili 


anadian 

such 
and a 
Norma 


proval of the C 
said. ‘I will 
actresses 
mond Massey 
Deanna Durbin and Walter 
to participate. I am sure they 

all join hands with me’ 


she ask 
as 


born ‘lors 


Idea is that all stars would donate | 


their services and that 100°, of the 
;receipts would be turned over to the 
Canadian Red Cross. 

| Also with a view to helping the 
Canadian government raise war re- 
llief funds, Miss Pickford is reported 
to have said she will re-edit all her 
old films and combine the high- 
|lights into a cavalcade with a mod- 
fern prolog. 

| Too, she is expected to go tp Van- 
| couver or Victoria in October or 
| November where a piece of jewelry 
‘she has contributed will 
tioned. It 
will raise about $25,000 for war re- 
lief purposes. 


is 





Reno for inter- | 


'| Par vs. Holden 


Continued from page 3 


|dolph Field, Texas, before filing his 
| demand for fewer roles and more 
|money, using his lead assignment in 
ithe aviation picture as his lever. 
Par’s reply was brief, but firm. 
Holden was informed that he could 
‘either accept the part or face sus- 





| pension. 


Thesp has been on the Par roster 
for 18 months, doing little during the 
first six months of his deal, for which 
he was paid $50 weekly. When he 
went into Columbia’s ‘Golden Boy’ 
Par boosted the ante while recent 
option lifts have added the balance. 





MARRIAGES 


Dale McCarthy to Robert K. Joslin 
in Taunton, Mass., July 29. She's 
Charles E. McCarthy’s (20th-Fox) 


second daughter to get married at 18. 
ij Jean Ellis to Otis Manning, in 
}Akron, O., July 3! Bride is a 


| songstress; he’s a comedian-magician, 


| Natalie Hall to Edward C. Rowe, 
| in Clinton. Conn., Aug. 10. Bride is 
legit player; he’s an attorney, 
Gloria Williams to Edward Scott, 
in Toledo, O., Aug. 10. Bride was 
member of the Three of Us girl vo- 
| cal trio, heard over WSPD, Toledo. 


| Jclen Dooley to Victor Taylor, in 
Evanston, Ill., Aug. 10. Bride is with 
| Mutual Broadcasting in Chicago. 


Betty Gemmill to Lloyd West- 
| moreland, in Regina, Sask., Aug. 6 
|He’s an announcer with CKCK, 

tegina. 

Selma Sober to Buddy Brown, in 


Ellenville, N. Y., Aug. 3. Both com- 
prise the tap dancing team of Buddy 
and Judy Allen. 


BIRTHS 


| } and Mrs. Aaron Jones, Jr.. so 

| Mr. and M A J et, £0n. 
jin Chicago, Aug. 3. Father is mem- 
ber of midwest film theatre firm of 


Jones, Linick & Schaefer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Russ Morgan, daugh- 
ter, Aug. 5, in New York. He’s the 
| band leader. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles T. Anton, 
son, Aug. 6, in Atlantic City. Father 
}in Hamid Million Dollar Pier (A.C.} 
| executive. 
Mr. and 


Mrs. Mervyn 
daughter, in Hollywood, 
Father Ish Kabibble in 
Kyser orchestra 

Mr. and Mrs. Julian Amols, son, in 
|San Antonio, Texas, Aug. 3. Father 
is Owner and operator of the Royal 
theatre, San Antonio 

Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Prichard, son, 


Bogue, 
Aug. 9. 
the Kay 


is 


| 


| in Memphis, Aug. 7. Father is man- 
jager Universal film exchange in 
| Memphis 

Mr. and Mrs. James Warmoth, 
| daughter, in Hollywood, July 31.! 
Mother is Laurel Carlisle of the 
films. 

Mr. and Mrs. Albert J. Cohen, 
daughter. in Hollywood, Aug. 6. | 


Father is chief of Republic's story 
department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Burger, gon, 
in Pittsburgh, Aug. 3. Father’s 
manager of Mt. Oliver theatre there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lester Stepner, son, 
in Chicago, Aug. 7. Father is man- 
ager of LaSalle theatre, Chicago. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Ziegler. son, 
Aug. 12, in Newark, N. J. Father, 
formerly in vaudeville, operates The 
Brook, Summit, N. J.: mother. the 
: former Kay Warren, was pianist and 
initery. performer. 





be auc- | 
expected the auction 











|last week of rehearsal of my play, 
|‘Melo.’ Charles Boyer hopes to do it 
there with an all-star cast for war 
relief. Dudley Murphy, president of 
the Theatre Guild of Southern Cali- 
fornia, has asked my permission to 
do the play and naturally I granted 
it. Of course it would be without 
royalty.’ Boyer, he explained, did 
‘Melo’ when it was originally pro- 
duced in Paris, playing it success- 
fully for two years. Basil Rathbone 
and Edna Best appeared in it on 
Broadway, but it failed. 

‘Few of my plays have been suc- 
cessful in America,’ Bernstein con- 
tinued. “The last one tried here was 
| ‘Promise,’ which Gilbert Miller did. 
I told him it could not succeed in 
America, that your audiences 
wouldn't understand it. But he 
wanted to do it, so I told him to go 
ahead. He had once told me, ‘Henri, 
you are a good director, but a ter- 
|rible playwright. After ‘Promise’ 
failed here I cabled him, ‘Anyway, I 
hope you still think I'm a good di- 
rector.’ 

Hollywood, Maybe 

Bernstein intends 
possibly produce plays for Broad- 
| way, but he has no ipts even 
|started. Naturally he has ideas and, 
being a dramatist. believes he can ex- 
press himself best in that medium, 
so he hopes he will presently be 
ready to resume his writing career. 
| He is vague about films, except that 
he would like to visit Hollywood, 
_which he has never seen. “They have 
_ offered to have me out there at their 


to write and 


scl 


expense, just to look around, he 
says. And, referring to his financial 
plight, he adds. ‘Naturally I'll ac- 


| cept; I'm obliged to.’ 

| As head of the French Dramatists’ 
Society, Bernstein tried during many 
visits to the U. S. to bring about a 
working agreement and generally 
closer understanding between his 
organization and the Dramatists 
Guild of America. He also has many 
friends among the leading play- 
wrights of this country, particularly 
; Robert E. Sherwood and S. N. Behr- 
man. He tells of how, after seeing 
Sherwood’s ‘There Shall Be No 
Night’ recently, he wrote the author 
that he had known fine he 
didn’t like and poor artists did 
like, but that ‘you n it to 
admire your work.’ 

The dramatist 
the future of 
films or art, at le 
Even if the 
and quit France, he 
country’s arts and letters will have 
to arise again from the ground. It 
will take several generations, he 
predicts. As for himself, has 1 

whether or 


ar { 
artist 


he 
easy 


s 
ake 


little hope for 
the French 
-ast for a 


Germans 


has 
theatre. 
long time 
defeated 
believes, the 


are 


o 
4 


he 10 
idea of 
his 


not he'll ever see 
‘Not long 
the Germans are in Paris,’ he says. 
Won't Talk Politics 
Bernstein f 
tics, 
so 


theatre again, as as 


refuses to discuss poli- 
‘It would be impertinent to do 
in the country which has 
generously offered me its hospitality 
and shelter,’ he explains. ‘Besides. 
it would be resented—and rightly so.’ 
The Americans should make up thei: 
their 


decide what 


SO 


}own minds what 
be, They will 
for them. 

In speaking of his theatre, Bern- 
stein’s voice displays the pride of a 
|father talking of his only 
Finished only last January, the house 


course should 


is right 


son 


cost a fortune and was the finest in 
the world, he says. ‘I believe in 
small theatres.’ he points out, ‘and 


this had only about 700 seats. with a 
| balcony and gallery. It had been a 
film house, but I rebuilt it, making it 
| much smaller, 


tiful and Juxurious theatre I have 
ever seen. I haven’t heard what has 
| become of it.’ 

| The theatre, Les Ambassadeurs. 
opened in January.with Bernstein’s 
latest play, ‘Elvire,’ an anti-Nazi 
drama about an Austrian counte 
refugee in Paris, starring Elvire 
Popescu Although ticket prices 
were much higher than in other 


| Paris theatres, the house did capac- 
lity business every night until the 
German invasion of the Lowlands. 
when attendance fell off. However. 
| it remained open until the Germans 
| were within a few miles of Paris. 
when the company went to Tours. 

| 2,000 on Boat for 120 


After a few days there. Bernstein 
went to Bordeaux and finally ob- 
| tained passage on a boat leaving for 
England. 


2,000 of us on a vessel built to ac- 
commodate 120. Conditions were in- 
| describable, with millionaires, states- 
men, foreign diplomats, famous 
| artists and writers among the horde 
huddled on deck. We were machine- 
,funned in the harbor, but weren't 
‘molested after that, although I don't 





a —s 


Bernstein Begins An 


Continued from page 1 


It was the most beau- | 


‘You have probably read | 
about that trip,’ he says. ‘There were | 


| 000 letters had been mailed. 


‘know why, as we would have 





ee 
ew | 
tee Deen 
easy victims, 

‘It took vs five days to reach 


England. The ship was too crowded 
for anyone to lie down, even on the 


f... 


deck, so no one slept. Sanitary ate , 


commodations were almost 


. dh none 
existent, so conditions soon became 
sickening. It was a nightmare. par- 


ticularly for the women. I have a 
wound on my chest which is Sup. 
posed to be dressed every day I 
never dared open my shirt during 
the trip, so when I finally landed in 
New York from London, I had a 
slight case of blood-poisoning and 
had to go to the hospital.’ 

In his career of 40 years in the 
Paris theatre, Bernstein has written 
scores of plays. The city of Parig 
even named a street in his h nor, 
He bought his first theatre, Bouffey 
Parisiens, in 1911 and operated it 
until he went into the French army 
in 1914. In 1919 he bought the 199. 
year-old Gymnase, rebuilt it and 
operated it until last January, when 
he opened his new Les Ambassa- 
deurs, in the Place de la Concorde. 

‘Tl! always remember your Parig 
correspondent’s review of my play at 
the opening of my new theatre. ‘Old 











Bernstein has done it again,’ he 
wrote. ‘Old Bernstein.” How [ 
laughed at that. 
Wi 
anger 
. Continued from page |! 





terial he ordered put into 4 high. 
way. Guy is never seen, but a news. 
paper headline in the film identifies 
vim as Clarence Buckman. While 
he is being carried out in a coffin, 
Edwin Arnold remarks: ‘This is the 
first time Buckman has ever been on 
the level.’ 

Last week UA received 
plaint from an attorney in 
county, Pa., whose name, it 
is Clarence Buckman. Not only that, 
but he served chairman of 
highway committee while a member 
of the Pennsylvania state senate 

No legal action has been’ t 
vet Buckman, although unless a 
tisfactory settlement can be made 
court such a Step is antici- 


20 
Bucks 


seems, 


a 


as the 


iKeT 
by 


Sa 


out otf 


pated. Suit, it is feared, will be par- 
ticularly hard to defend because of 
the fact the Buckman in the film is 
not seen, Otherwise it could be 
pointed out that the characte: the 
picture obviously doesn’t look like 
him. 

Another similar Wanger coinct- 
dence occured a couple years ago on 
‘I Met My Love Again.” Locale was 
Vermont and the town of Brattle- 
boro was mentioned, although that 
wasn't the actual scene of the story. 
At any rate, the writer, seeking a 


good old New England name, picked 
Bradley and had one of the 
remark: ‘Those cocktail-drinku 
fast-talking, nit-witted Bradleys.’ 
Sul 


charac- 


iy 


ters Se 


e enough, up sprang a family 


named Bradley in Brattleboro. Three 
members of the clan sued for a total 
of $100,000. Claim was settled out of 


court for $375. 
Despite careful checking on such 


ionaily 


names, all companies occa: 

run into difficulty, as it is naturally 
impossible to page through every 
telephone book and directory in the 
country. Wanger, however, with fvut 
or five such scrapes to his credit 


seems to be particularly unlucky o@ 
coincidences. Disclaimers of 
responsibility which all companies 
now use at the beginning of pictures 
are virtually meaningless as a legal 
defense. 


these 


Roach Wins in P.A. Suit 


Los Angeles, Aug. 1% 
Hal Roach won a decision in Su- 
perior court suit brought by Marion 
Kerby, who claimed she was dam- 


aged $50,000 worth by a leter se 
from the studio as a publicity stunt 


for the picture, ‘Topper Takes @ 
arTip, 

The letter, signed Marion Kerby, 
read: ‘Dearest: Don’t breathe it to 4 
soul, but I’m back in Los Angeles 
and more curious than ever to secé@ 
you. Remember how I cut up about 
a year ago? Well I’m raring to 8° 
again and believe me Im in the 


mood for fun.’ ; 

Court ruled that ‘Marion Kerby 
was a fictional character, played 1 
the picture by Constance Bennett, 
and that the actual Miss Kerby had 
no legal comeback, even though 19,- 





Four Inkspots, having concluded @ 
16 week stay at the Little Rath- 
skeller, Phiily, start a fout 
stretch at Chicago’s Black Haws. res- 


“ a ofr 


| taurant Aug. 24, 
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Fair’s B. O. Fliv 





ing because they see small chance of 
yecouping their original investment. 


A tew have been outspoken in say- 
ing they hoped the fair would fold, 
since it would permit them to duck 
jurther financial outlay. 
There have been many things 
blamed and alibis offered for the 
failure of the fair to create the ex- 
pected b.0. draft. Tourist travel from 
spots 800 to 2,000 miles away is off 
ac, compared with 1939, while vaca- 
jion travel has slumped more than 
20%. New York hotel biz is down 
95-20, and travel tours claim their 
business has declined 18%. All are 
contributing factors. But aside from 
this. many of last year’s mistakes 
heve been repeated at the exposition. 
Tabbed a magnificent 
ever by skeptical show people who 
have visited the fair, its very prox- 


Continued from page 1 


! clicked 


} 


imity te thousands in New Y@gprk City | 
has prompted innumerable persons | 


a a SS 
cr 2s being just another at- 
dvaction. The disappointing out-of- 
iown attendance has fallen far below 
expectations, whether a_ backdraft 
from the early 1939 unfavorable 


it off with a shrug of the | 


press or because all travel is down. | 


Ne question but that the crowds 
fiom the metropolitan area have 
been badly hurt by the war and 
prepareaness. 

Bad Weather Breaks 


Granted that rainy weather put a 
damper on early attendance and that 
ihe war hurt and is hurting addi- 
jionally via the nation’s prepared- 
ness drive, nevertheless the °40 Fair, 
vs » magnet for attracting crowds to 
New York today is regarded by show 
business as pretty much a bust. The 


expected huge crowds from the hin- | 


terlJands were depended on to put the 
exposition over; in fact, the main ex- 


cuse for the fair was that N. Y. City | 


needed new visitors and business to 
jis area. But this same absence of 
crowds from outside the city has hurt 
ihe night club and theatre business 
in general, 

Where Jast season a weekday 
crowd of 100,000 was regarded as or- 
dinary, this year one reaching this 
figure is exceptional. 

The fair management has realigned 
iis exploitation and promotion setup, 
placing Claude Collins, veteran news- 
reel man, in charge of stirring up 
public interest. This has produced a 
baich of ‘special days,’ special parties 


from nearby communities and con- 
lesis Move, however, may have 
been taken too Jate and does not 


cover the void of earlier months. 
The special events division has been 
+ weakie this year, while the pub- 
Jiciity has been on a high scale, 
whereas Jast season until August the 
yeverse was true. 

Drive 
succeed, since attendance last week 


showed signs of reviving with the 
daily paid average being 88,000 
Fair is able to break even on a 
daily operation of 67,000 paid ad- 


ynissions under the present economy 
selup |. 
High Prices Still 


Many are convinced that the ex- 
position still is oppressed by the 
e:rors of last year, with some mis- 


lakes being repeated despite obvious 
danger = signals, The ‘75e._ scale, 
something all veteran’ exposition 
men sald was a mistake, undoubted- 
jy held back the exposition last sea- 
son, with e carryover this year. For 
one thing it established the exposi- 
lion as a class affair. The food 
prices, sO widely publicized outside 
N. Y. jn 1939, helped back up this 
belief 

Although the admission this sea- 
£0n started at 50c. and has remained 
there, thet old curse of high prices 
lingers on. As has been pointed out 
yerhaps the fair needs a lower scale 

Say 25c.—or maybe it lacks enough 
special events (some were scheduled 
starting this week finally)—but in 
#ny event the Flushing Meadows 
show has limped along ever since 
ihe early rainy weeks and unfavor- 
«ble war news blasted a good open- 
Hig 

Two unforeseen factors also have 
come to light. One, of course, is the 
cvecline in tourist travel. The other 
is that industrial cities which sent 
eroups of 4,000-15,000 last year, are 
missing this season because workers 
are occupied nearly 24 hours daily 
On war orders. 

The public apparently is convinced 
that it costs plenty of coin to take 
in the N. Y Fair. They even cite 
‘he outlay for getting around the 
£:0ounds with 10c. the minimum fee 
for any sort of transportation and 
wheel chairs costing more than N. Y. 
‘exicabs. Idea of trying to combine 
* Coney Island atmosphere, this type 
of ere wo and purse with night club 
1 yimums end high meal taps hasn't 


to pulmctor the gate may | 


| always being taken for him. 


| with the 





any more this season than 
last. Public in and about New York 
that goes for Coney Island simply 
won't go for minimum charge stuff 
and execessive liquor prices. 
The Gypola 

Some examples of these have been 

called to the 


Recently, one rainy night, benches 
on which the audience were sup- 
posed to sit for the outdoor per- 
formance were too wet for use. 


Chairs and tables at a nearby cafe, 
giving a view of the performance, 
were dry. They were available to 
anybody desiring to pay $1 minimum 
per person, with few takers. The 


clip is On at several spots for liquor, 


spectacle | the listed cheaper drinks seemingly 


never in stock. All of which does 
not bring repeat customers or help 
the word-of-mouth. 

Of the four larger shows, outside 
the Aquacade, which is sure of a 
neat profit, the exposition manage- 
ment probably will wind up behind 
the eight-ball on at least two, with 
backers already wishing the Fair 
was shuttered. Four most frequently 
mentioned by concessionaires are 
Gay New Orleans. Hall of Music, 
Dancing Campus and 
Jubilee. G. Vincent Pach, vice- 
president in charge of finance. is 
given official responsibility for con- 
tracts made for all four and only 
he knows exactly how much profit 
or loss has been shown to date. 





Chaplin 
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theme in which Chaplin plays (1) a 
dictator who looks like a cross be- 
tween Charlie Chaplin and Adolph 
Hitler, and (2) a poor fellow who 
looks just like the dictator and is 
Pic- 
ture is done entirely in a comic vein, 
satire subordinated to 
laughs as much as possible. Jack 
Oakie plays a jutting-jaw Mussolini. 
Setting Policy 
Distribution and exhibition policy 
on the film will be determined in a 
super-session of the brains of United 
Artists, the distributors. Those who 
will fly to the Coast in a week or so 
for confabs with 
policy will inciude Murray Silver- 
stone, UA chief: L. Jack Schlaifer, 
Harry Gold, sales managers; Arthur 
Kelly, v.p. in charge of foreign dis- 
tribution: Lynn Farnol, head of pub- 
licity and advertising, and Monroe 
Greenthal, exploitation topper. 


Only points definitely determined 


to date are that it will be roadshown | 


and will be exhibited at upped ad- 


mission prices. This is a departure 
from Chaplin policy in the past, 
which has been to hold admission 


down in order to allow as many peéo- 
ple as possible to see his pictures. 
Depleted foreign situation necessi- 
tates thé switch. ‘Dictator’ is vir- 
tually certain to have its premiere 
in New York. It will be attended by 
Chaplin. 

Details of distribution and exhibi- 
tion plan are being left to Gold and 
Schlaifer and won't be definitely set 
until they talk to the producer, 
However, what they are considering 
is a policy similar to that of ‘Gone 
With the Wind.’ Pic would open in 
half-a-dozen kev immediately 
after the New York preem. It would 
play two houses in each city, one on 
a two-a-day, reserved seat policy 
with a top tap of $1.50; the other on a 
continuous grind at 75¢c or $1 top. 
Picture runs two hours and 10 min- 


cities 


utes, 


Chaplin 


and scoring. And although he is 
endeavoring to get it oui in three 
weeks, UA officials, knowing his pas- 
sion for painstaking care. have de- 


thev will be satisfied if he 


got it to them in six. 


clarec 





Grind ‘Axis’ 
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cow and Rome. Under existing rules 
democracy can de- 
in the name of de- 


the enemies of 
mand, and get. 


mocracy, the right to praise dicta-. 
ridicule | 


torship and autocracy and 


free institutions. From this deep- 
rooted dilemma American radio 
would like Uncle Sam to excuse 
them. 


Paul Kesten. v.p. of the Columbia 
Broadcasting Svstem. explained the 
industry's hope of relief in address- 
ing the N. A. B. convention here 
ast week. This phase of the con- 
vention came efter the ASCAP-BMI 
issue was Gisposed of in the form of 
unanimous endorsement of the 


attention of the Fair. | 


American | 


is now Going the editing | 


broadcaster-financed music pulish- 
ing house. 

; Two outstanding angles brought 
/ out on alien topic were that (1) the 
| N.A.B. had petitioned Congress‘ to 
| revise the radio law so that Com- 
| munists and Nazis could be refused 
time and (2) that the Republicans 
| would be given free time for their 
presidential candidate, Wendell 
Willkie, if and when they could con- 
| vince broadcasters that President 
| Roosevelt's fireside chats during the 
campaign were partisan and colored 


| with electioneering fare. Pau] Kes- 


|ten, CBS v.p. and member of the 
|N.A.B. code committee. was the 
source of the latter information. 


Kesten said that while the code com- 
mittee had arrived at this policy for 


| Said that he thought that the broad- 


casters ought to pursue a line of 
reason and courtesy on the ques- | 
tion. 


Another CBS v.n., 
told the conventioneers steps had al- 
ready been taken to save broadcast- 
ers from the embarrassment of hav- 
ing to give equal time to Commun- 
lists and Nazis on political matters. 
|The amendment recommended to 
, Congress would make it possible for 
| radio stations to refuse time to par- 


| 
| 


| ties subservient to a foreign power | 


|; or seeking to overthrow the Federal 
government. 
Miller Gets $35,000 

Neville Miller, N.A.B prez, 
;out of the convention with 
{tension of his contract for 
|year and a raise in salary from 
$25,000 to $35,000 a vear. His old 
contract had a year to go. 

Abe Schechter and Paul White, 
| directors, respectively, of news and 
special events for NBC and Colum- 
bia, never got around to deliver the 
talks that they had come primed 
with for 3,000 miles. Before their 
turns came on the speaking agenda 
Wednesday morning it was found 
that the delegates had to clear out 
of the meeting room so that it could 
be prepared for a 
tossed by International News Ser- 
vice. As they descended from the 
platform Schechter and White were 
surrounded by friends who congrat- 
ulated them on their highly inform- 
ative speeches. 


“ame 
an ex- 
another 
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Chaplin on the | 


currently, seem to insist on remain- 
ing just that. 

| Studio siory editors have been in- 
strucied to scan both their own 
‘shelves and those of the play and 
'screen markets for yarns that can be 


built into scripts of sufficient im- 
port to warrant the grouping of 


quartets and even quiniets of high- 
monied actors and actresses in each. 
| Casting offices are searching their 
Own plant’s thesp rosters as well as 
those of other studios in an effort to 
work out plave! 
will hold the greatest appeal to the 
customers, 

| That Hollywood is worried about 
the present state of the domestic 
b.o. is no longer a secret. Producers 
have been burning the midnight 
tungstens for weeks in an effort to 
hit upon something that might 
to stimulate an extra fiow of coin 


combinations that 


serve 


They are united in chorusiny the 
news that the weak state of their 
revenues must be changed, but 
quick, 


Biggest See New 

For a time 
door action epics based on historical] 
themes might do the trick, but while 
these somewhat stemmed the ad- 
verse tide, they failed to completely 
do so. Comedies provided a 
ray of temporary. sunshine, but 
they, too, let the Coast lads 


Hope 
they thought that out- 


also 


down. 


Frowns, however, have momen- 
tarily turned to smiles, for, the mo- 
guls believe, Metr« has at last 
pointed the way by pl: ng Clark 
Gable, Spencer: Tracy. Claudette 
Colbert and Hedy Lamarr jn its 
$1,600,000 ‘Boom Town Now all 
that’s necessary is to find the stories 
and the actors, thev insi 

The star-studded cast. Holivwood 
biggies are guessing, is not only the 


solution to the empty theatre-seat 
problem, but it’s also the key to 


boosting percentages on the exhib. 


Paramount, hopeful of quickly 
hopping onto what is hailed as the 
latest in gravy trains, couldn't quite 
make the grade on a five-starrer, 
‘or even a four-starrer, as a beginner, 
but it’s pushing ahead with full 
| speed on a three-starrer. Fred Mac- 
Murray, Paulette Goddard and Pa- 
tricia Morison have been singled out 
{to share top billing in ‘Tne Bride 
Goes West.’ 
| Meanwhile. Par’s 
along with those from the 
plants, are on the trail of prospec- 
tive five-star material. 


sleuths, 
other 


story 


the coming presidential campaign he | 


Harry Butcher, | 


luncheon being | 


WHAT THEY THINK 





U. S. Artists’ Ambulance Fund 
London. 


Editor, VARIETY: 

On the advice of your London of- 
fice we are writing you_the full de- 
tails of the American Artists Ambu- 
lance Association of 16 Old Bond 
Street, in offices kindly lent to us by 
the Music Corp. of America, who 
are helping us to the utmost of their 
ability. 

The Four A’s are raising subscrip- 
tions from Americans in all branches 
of the theatrical profession both in 
England and at home for Trailer 
Ambulances to be supplied to the 
British Red Cross and local govern- 
ments for use in small villages and 
towns throughout the country. 

; These ambulances, which are after 
the style of the California covered 
wagon, are equipped to hold two 
stretcher cases and four others. 


They were chosen because of their | 


adaptibility, being readily attached 
to any form of automobile or if need 
be, and if no auto or petrol is avail- 
able, they can be drawn by a horse, 
and also because of their great 
mobility. 

We Americans in the Theatre in 
England appeal to our colleagues in 
| the States to help in this respect and 


to send a contribution, however 
small, towards this very necessary 
|cause. Whatever the donation it 
'will be most gratefully received. 


Our big idea is to have a dollar 
drive right through the Theatre Per- 
|sonnel of America and we would 
'therefore be grateful for any co- 
,operation you could give us in this 
| respect, as we are fully aware that 
through VARIETY is the only means 
of reaching the hearts of our friends 
|in the theatre. 

The price of a Trailer Ambulance 
|is £80 or approximately $350, and 
|should by any chance an individual 
|contribute the full amount we shall 
'be very pleased to name the Ambu- 
lance after the source from whence 
it came. We feel very strongly that 
our friends in the American theatre 
would feel honored to have this ac- 
tive.representation of their personal 
sympathy and support in active 
service over here. 

At the present moment contribu- 
tions are being sent to our address 


K re 
nere, 


Barbara Blake, 
(Mrs. Francis S. Blake. 2d) 
Hon. Secretary. 
American Artists Ambulance Assn 
has Mrs. Winston S. Churchill as 
honorary president; George 
C. B. Cochran, Sam 
David E. Rose, Lawrence L. Tweedy, 
honorary v.p.s; Stuart D. D. Pearl 
hon. treasurer, and committee com- 
prising Francis S. Blake 2d, Sarah 
Churchill, Bebe Daniels, Harry 
Foster, Claire Luce, Ben Lyon, Vic- 
tor Oliver, Val C. Parnell and wife, 
Leigh Stafford 
Saphier Clarifies 
Hollywood. 
Editor, VARIETY: 
Although I dislike 
about these things, 
leading headline concerning me in 
Variety, July 24, which I would like 
to have corrected. The headline 
reads: ‘Saphier to Hollywood 


writing you 
there is a mis- 


rn 


Gosch 
His New York Representative,’ the 
first half of which is entirely cor- 
rect; the second half 
correct. Gosch and Harris are two 
of four writers who have been em- 
ployed by Jerry Lester for the 
mer series, and Gosch is being very 
helpful with 
is in no sense my New 
sentative. 

I have high 
Gosch, but I 
you make this correction 


James L 


entirely in- 


sum- 


production details, but 
York repre- 
regard for Marty 


would appreciate it if 
Saphier. 


B. & G. Shows’ Union Jam 
Muskegon, Mich 
Editor, VARIETY 
The 42-car train of the Beckmann 
& Gerety 
gon Sunday (4) 


shows arrived in Muske- 


¢ 
afternoon for a 


week's showing here under the aus- 
pices of the Veterans of Fereign 
Wars. They were met by Stroud 


Heste Car- 
nival, Fairs and Rodeo International 
Union, and Ralph hitehead, presi- 
dent of that union. The troupe was 
told it could not unload unless all 
its members were union. A picket 
line cf more than 50 men was thrown 
around the train. 

Becaus, the B & G shows had 
taken radie spots on WKBZ asking 
people to come down and watch 
them unload, more than 2.000 specta- 
tors were on hand. Hundreds kept 
up an all-night vigil, expecting the 
troupe to unload, despite picket lines 
By Monday (5) afte matters 
were still deadlocked, 


although it 
Was still expected that the 


r, organizer of the Circtts 


noon, 


snow 


Black, 
Eckman, Jr., 


would be able to unload and open 
Monday night on schedule. White- 
head explained to this reperter that 
negotiations had been in progress a 
week ago when the carnival played 
in Milwaukee. However, the nege- 
tiations were broken off abruptly by 
the show’s managers. Carniva] next 
played Kalamazoo, while Whitehead 
and Hester came to Muskegon to 
wait for them. There is no question 
of wages or hours, acccrding to 
Whitehead. Instead, the international 
union (AFL) wants merely recogni- 
tion By the troupe. Members of the 
troupe, however, claim that their 
membership in Showmen’s League of 
America is sufficient. Spokesmen 
here for the VFW claim that they 
understood carnival was all union. 
Louis T. Dyer, 
WKBZ News Dept. 


Swiss Viewpoint 
Lausanne, Swiizerland. 
Editor, Variety: 

May I add something to what was 
printed in Variery, June 26, on the 
subject of exploitation in foreign 
countries, 

Here you have Switzerland which 
was not even mentioned. I am not 
going to suggest that this country 
is a very important one for your 
foreign business, but even if it is 
small business, still it is business. 
With 4,000,000 inhabitants and 365 
theatres which usually present, be- 
side French or German pictures, 
American ones, either with subtitles 
or dubbed, for many years this coun- 
try has been profitable for the 
American film industry. 

Now the exploitation is nearly 
about normal, but we, shall be in 
great need of merchandise for the 
next season beginning in September. 
As you know, all the American 
agencies established here were de- 
pendent on Paris or London. I do 
not believe we can wait for the re- 
establishment of the head-offices in 
Paris. So it must be the duty of the 
big firms to send without delay 
copies of their best pictures. All the 
firms ought to join their efforts and, 
together, send the films by boat to 
Lisbonne, and from there by truck 
to the Swiss border if by that time 


normal railway traffic is not re- 
established. The French and Ger- 
man subtitles could be printed 


either in the States or here. 

I honestly believe the American 
producers will not fail to help the 
Swiss theatres in moments of need 
and that they will find profit by do- 
ing so. But to achieve that purpose 
they must send their goods directly 
to their agencies in this country. 

Oscar M, Lavanchy, 
Theatre Manager, 
Member of Board of the 
Swiss Motion Picture 
Association, 


Gag 
New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

I don’t wanna be a tattle tale or 
anything, but has anyone stopped to 
balance this one: 

Tommy Dorsey, 
and popularized the song, ‘I']l Never 
Smile Again,’ is on the air sponsored 
by Pepsodent Toothpaste, famous for 
its ‘Pepsodent Smile.’ 

All that now is for one 
of us to make a crack about some- 
thing or somebody ‘petting the 


\ , 
Orush, 


who published 


remains 


Jack Egan, 





Gracie Fields | 


Continued from page ae 


took out more than the customary 
£10 when they left England. 

Said Miss Fields, ‘I’ve never made 
a cent for myself since the war 
tarted. I’m giving my services now 
to help others. Somebody’s just try- 


ing to be funny We didn’t take out 


any more than the law allowed. You 
sometimes feel like telling them t« 
go to the devil, but you don’t. You 
just keep on going. Let the govern- 


ment look into their files. They will 
soon find I haven’t taken everything 
out of the country.’ 

Miss Fields will return to the Coast 
and the, continue with her tour. She 
is booked into Winnipeg Aug. 19-20. 

Apology to Miss Fields 
Hollywood, Aug. 13. 

Gracie Fields and Monty Banks 
have received cabled apology from 
Beldwin Webb, secretary of Britain's 
Parlidment, for recent accusations 
made against the duo in the House 
of Commons that they took large 
sums of money out of England when 
coming to America. 

Comedienne continues war relief 
fund work in Canada. 
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%* SMASH ENGAGEMENTS AT— 


STRAND THEATRE, NEW YORK; 
ELITCH'S GARDENS, DENVER; 
PEABODY HOTEL, MEMPHIS; 


currently appearing —WEST END (N. J.) CASINO 


OKEH RECORDS JOE GALKIN 


Personal Manager 
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